
100 people to know from american history

100 people to know from american history represent a diverse and influential group whose actions, ideas,
and leadership have shaped the United States in profound ways. From founding fathers to civil rights
leaders, inventors to presidents, these individuals reflect the complex narrative of American progress and
challenges. Understanding these key figures provides insight into the political, social, cultural, and
economic development of the nation. This article highlights 100 notable Americans whose contributions
remain significant in the historical record. Their legacies span centuries, illustrating the evolution of
American identity and values. Explore this comprehensive overview to gain a deeper appreciation of the
people who have left an indelible mark on American history.

Founding Fathers and Early Leaders

Presidents Who Shaped the Nation

Civil Rights Champions

Inventors and Innovators

Writers, Artists, and Cultural Icons

Military Figures and War Heroes

Women Who Changed America

Activists and Reformers

Influential Business Leaders

Scientists and Explorers

Founding Fathers and Early Leaders
The foundation of the United States was laid by visionary leaders whose ideas and actions established the
country's government, laws, and democratic principles. These 100 people to know from American history
include key founding fathers who crafted the Constitution and led the American Revolution.



George Washington
As the first President of the United States and commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, George
Washington played a pivotal role in securing American independence and setting precedents for the
presidency.

Thomas Jefferson
Author of the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson was instrumental in articulating the ideals of
liberty and democracy that underpin American government and society.

Benjamin Franklin
A polymath and diplomat, Benjamin Franklin contributed to the drafting of the Constitution and helped
negotiate the Treaty of Paris, which ended the Revolutionary War.

Alexander Hamilton
Founder of the American financial system and the first Secretary of the Treasury, Hamilton was a key
advocate for a strong central government and economic modernization.

John Adams
Second President of the United States and a leader in the push for independence, John Adams was a
significant voice in early American politics and diplomacy.

James Madison – “Father of the Constitution”

Patrick Henry – Famous orator and revolutionary

Samuel Adams – Organizer of resistance against British policies

John Jay – First Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

Roger Sherman – Signer of all four major founding documents



Presidents Who Shaped the Nation
Many American presidents have left enduring legacies that influenced the country's trajectory. This
section highlights presidents among the 100 people to know from American history who guided the nation
through critical periods.

Abraham Lincoln
As the 16th President, Lincoln preserved the Union during the Civil War and issued the Emancipation
Proclamation, which began the process of ending slavery in the United States.

Theodore Roosevelt
Known for his progressive policies, Roosevelt expanded national parks, regulated corporations, and
strengthened the U.S. Navy, shaping modern American governance.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
Serving four terms, FDR led the country through the Great Depression and World War II with his New
Deal programs and decisive leadership.

John F. Kennedy
Kennedy’s presidency was marked by Cold War challenges, the space race, and civil rights initiatives that
inspired a new generation of Americans.

Ronald Reagan
Reagan’s conservative policies and strong stance against the Soviet Union played a role in ending the Cold
War and reshaping American politics.

James Monroe – Doctrine defining Western Hemisphere policy

Woodrow Wilson – Leadership during World War I and League of Nations formation

Ulysses S. Grant – Civil War general and president during Reconstruction



Andrew Jackson – Founder of the Democratic Party

Barack Obama – First African American president

Civil Rights Champions
The struggle for civil rights and equality is a defining chapter in American history. The 100 people to
know from American history include pivotal figures who advanced social justice and human rights.

Martin Luther King Jr.
A Baptist minister and activist, King was a central leader in the civil rights movement, advocating
nonviolent protest to end segregation and racial discrimination.

Rosa Parks
Her refusal to give up her bus seat in Montgomery sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott, a key event in
the fight against racial segregation.

Frederick Douglass
Born into slavery, Douglass became a powerful abolitionist, writer, and orator who campaigned for the
freedom and rights of African Americans.

Thurgood Marshall
The first African American Supreme Court Justice, Marshall was instrumental in the landmark Brown v.
Board of Education case that declared school segregation unconstitutional.

Susan B. Anthony
A leader in the women’s suffrage movement, Anthony fought tirelessly for women’s right to vote and
equal rights.



W.E.B. Du Bois – Scholar and civil rights activist

Malcolm X – Prominent Black nationalist and civil rights leader

Ella Baker – Grassroots organizer and mentor

Bayard Rustin – Strategist of the 1963 March on Washington

Ida B. Wells – Anti-lynching crusader and journalist

Inventors and Innovators
Innovation has driven America’s growth as a global power. The 100 people to know from American history
include inventors and entrepreneurs whose creations transformed everyday life and industry.

Thomas Edison
Holding over 1,000 patents, Edison’s inventions like the light bulb and phonograph revolutionized
technology and communication.

Alexander Graham Bell
Bell invented the telephone, changing global communication and laying the groundwork for modern
telecommunications.

Henry Ford
Founder of Ford Motor Company, Ford introduced assembly line production, making automobiles
affordable and changing transportation forever.

Wright Brothers
Orville and Wilbur Wright achieved the first controlled, sustained powered flight, ushering in the age of
aviation.



Grace Hopper
A pioneer in computer science, Hopper developed early programming languages and helped shape modern
computing.

Nikola Tesla – Electrical engineer and inventor

Elon Musk – Contemporary entrepreneur and innovator

George Washington Carver – Agricultural scientist and inventor

Samuel Morse – Developer of the telegraph and Morse code

Robert Fulton – Inventor of the steamboat

Writers, Artists, and Cultural Icons
American culture has been enriched by writers, artists, and entertainers who shaped the nation's identity
and values. These figures among the 100 people to know from American history have created lasting
cultural legacies.

Mark Twain
Known for his wit and social criticism, Twain’s novels such as "Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" remain
staples of American literature.

Harper Lee
Author of "To Kill a Mockingbird," Lee’s work addresses issues of racial injustice and morality in the
American South.

Langston Hughes
A leading figure of the Harlem Renaissance, Hughes’s poetry and prose celebrated African American
culture and resilience.



Georgia O’Keeffe
Renowned for her paintings of flowers and southwestern landscapes, O’Keeffe is a significant figure in
American modernism.

Elvis Presley
The “King of Rock and Roll,” Presley transformed American music and popular culture in the 20th
century.

Emily Dickinson – Influential poet

Jackson Pollock – Abstract expressionist painter

Toni Morrison – Nobel Prize-winning novelist

Andy Warhol – Pop art pioneer

Bob Dylan – Iconic singer-songwriter

Military Figures and War Heroes
Military leaders have played crucial roles in defending and shaping the United States. The 100 people to
know from American history include generals and soldiers renowned for their leadership and valor.

Ulysses S. Grant
Commanding general of the Union Army during the Civil War, Grant’s leadership was decisive in
securing victory.

Douglas MacArthur
Famous for his role in World War II and the Korean War, MacArthur was a prominent military strategist
and leader.



George S. Patton
Known for his bold tactics and leadership during World War II, Patton was a key figure in Allied victories
in Europe.

Chester W. Nimitz
Commander of the Pacific Fleet during World War II, Nimitz played a critical role in naval battles against
Japan.

Audie Murphy
One of the most decorated American combat soldiers of World War II, Murphy became a symbol of
heroism.

John Paul Jones – Naval commander in the American Revolution

William Tecumseh Sherman – Civil War general famous for his “March to the Sea”

Norman Schwarzkopf – Leader in the Gulf War

Salvatore Giunta – Medal of Honor recipient in Iraq War

Mary Edwards Walker – Civil War surgeon and Medal of Honor awardee

Women Who Changed America
Women have been instrumental in shaping American society, politics, and culture. This group of 100
people to know from American history highlights women whose achievements broke barriers and
advanced equality.

Harriet Tubman
Escaping slavery, Tubman became a leading conductor of the Underground Railroad, helping hundreds
reach freedom.



Susan B. Anthony
As a suffragist, Anthony campaigned tirelessly for women’s voting rights, laying the groundwork for the
19th Amendment.

Eleanor Roosevelt
First Lady and human rights advocate, Roosevelt championed social justice and helped draft the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Amelia Earhart
Aviation pioneer and the first female aviator to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean, Earhart inspired
generations of women.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton
A leading figure in the early women’s rights movement, Stanton organized the Seneca Falls Convention
and pushed for gender equality.

Clara Barton – Founder of the American Red Cross

Betty Friedan – Author and feminist leader

Ruth Bader Ginsburg – Supreme Court Justice and gender equality advocate

Sojourner Truth – Abolitionist and women’s rights activist

Ida Tarbell – Muckraking journalist

Activists and Reformers
The progress of American society owes much to activists and reformers who challenged injustices and
promoted change. These individuals from the 100 people to know from American history led movements
that transformed the nation.



Jane Addams
A pioneer of social work and founder of Hull House, Addams advocated for immigrant rights, labor reforms,
and peace.

Cesar Chavez
Labor leader who co-founded the United Farm Workers, Chavez fought for better conditions and rights for
farm workers.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton
Besides her work for women’s suffrage, Stanton was a vocal advocate for abolition and social reform.

Martin Luther King Jr.
His nonviolent activism was instrumental in dismantling segregation and advancing civil rights.

Rachel Carson
Author of "Silent Spring," Carson’s work sparked the modern environmental movement by highlighting
the dangers of pesticides.

Frederick Douglass – Abolitionist and orator

W.E.B. Du Bois – Civil rights and Pan-Africanism advocate

Sojourner Truth – Speaker for abolition and women’s rights

Helen Keller – Advocate for people with disabilities

James Farmer – Civil rights leader and founder of CORE



Influential Business Leaders
America’s economic development was shaped by entrepreneurs and industrialists who built enterprises
that transformed industries and society. These 100 people to know from American history include some of
the most influential business figures.

John D. Rockefeller
Founder of Standard Oil, Rockefeller became the world’s richest man by revolutionizing the oil industry
and philanthropy.

Andrew Carnegie
Steel magnate and philanthropist, Carnegie played a major role in the expansion of the American steel
industry.

J.P. Morgan
Financier and banker, Morgan helped stabilize American financial markets and supported major industrial
consolidations.

Henry Ford
By introducing the assembly line, Ford made automobiles affordable and transformed manufacturing
processes.

Walt Disney
Media pioneer whose creation of animated films and theme parks had a lasting impact on entertainment
and culture.

Sam Walton – Founder of Walmart

Steve Jobs – Co-founder of Apple Inc.

Cornelius Vanderbilt – Railroad and shipping magnate



Milton Hershey – Chocolate industry innovator

Bill Gates – Microsoft co-founder and philanthropist

Scientists and Explorers
Scientific discovery and exploration have played critical roles in expanding American knowledge and
influence. The 100 people to know from American history include prominent scientists and explorers who
pushed the boundaries of understanding.

Benjamin Franklin
Besides his political achievements, Franklin made important contributions to science, including studies on
electricity and inventions such as the lightning rod.

Neil Armstrong
The first person to walk on the moon during the Apollo 11 mission, Armstrong symbolized American
leadership in space exploration.

Rachel Carson
Her environmental research and writing raised awareness about ecological issues and led to policy changes.

Charles Drew
Medical researcher who developed improved techniques for blood storage and transfusion, saving countless
lives.

John Muir
Naturalist and conservationist, Muir’s advocacy led to the establishment of national parks and wilderness
preservation.



Robert Goddard – Rocketry pioneer

Jane Goodall – Primatologist and conservationist

Samuel Morse – Inventor of the telegraph

Grace Hopper – Computer science innovator

Mae Jemison – First African American woman astronaut

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are some of the most influential figures in American history that
everyone should know?
Some of the most influential figures in American history include George Washington, Abraham Lincoln,
Martin Luther King Jr., Thomas Jefferson, and Franklin D. Roosevelt, each of whom played a pivotal role
in shaping the nation's political, social, and cultural landscape.

Why is it important to learn about 100 people to know from American
history?
Learning about 100 important figures in American history helps provide a broad understanding of the
diverse contributions and events that have shaped the United States, fostering a deeper appreciation for its
heritage and the complexities of its development.

How are the 100 people to know from American history typically
chosen?
The 100 people are usually selected based on their significant impact on American politics, culture, science,
social movements, or other fields, reflecting a wide range of backgrounds and contributions that have
influenced the country's history.

Can you name some lesser-known but important figures included in the
100 people to know from American history?
Lesser-known but important figures often include individuals like Harriet Tubman, who led enslaved
people to freedom; Frederick Douglass, a prominent abolitionist; and Susan B. Anthony, a key leader in



women's suffrage, each playing crucial roles in advancing civil rights.

How can learning about these 100 people help in understanding current
American society?
Studying these 100 historical figures provides insights into the origins of contemporary social, political, and
cultural issues, illustrating how past struggles, achievements, and ideas continue to influence and shape
modern American society.

Additional Resources
1. 100 Americans Who Shaped History
This book highlights the lives and contributions of 100 influential Americans who have left a lasting impact
on the nation. From founding fathers to modern innovators, it presents a diverse array of leaders, activists,
and cultural icons. Each profile offers insight into how these individuals helped shape the course of
American history.

2. Portraits of a Nation: 100 People Who Defined America
Through compelling biographies and vivid storytelling, this volume explores the stories of 100 people
whose actions and ideas have defined the American identity. It includes political figures, artists, scientists,
and social reformers, illustrating the multifaceted nature of America’s development. The book serves as
both an educational resource and an inspiring collection.

3. 100 Voices of American History
This book presents a series of narratives from 100 notable Americans across different eras and backgrounds.
It reflects on their struggles, triumphs, and contributions to society, emphasizing the diversity and
complexity of the nation’s history. Readers gain a deeper understanding of the personal experiences behind
major historical events.

4. The American Century: 100 Pioneers Who Changed the Nation
Focusing on the 20th century, this book profiles 100 pioneers in politics, science, culture, and civil rights
who propelled America onto the world stage. It showcases how their innovative ideas and courageous
actions transformed the country during times of rapid change. The book combines historical context with
engaging personal stories.

5. Icons of Freedom: 100 People Who Shaped American Democracy
This work centers on individuals who played pivotal roles in the development and defense of American
democracy. Covering activists, lawmakers, judges, and everyday citizens, it highlights their efforts to
expand rights and freedoms. The stories underscore the ongoing struggle to realize democratic ideals in the
United States.

6. 100 Trailblazers of American History



Celebrating pioneers from various fields, this book tells the stories of 100 Americans who broke barriers and
forged new paths. It includes explorers, inventors, civil rights leaders, and cultural figures who challenged
norms and inspired change. The book encourages readers to recognize the courage and vision required to
lead progress.

7. American Legends: 100 People Who Made History
This collection offers biographies of 100 legendary figures whose deeds have become part of American
folklore and historical record. From presidents to entertainers, it explores how their lives have influenced
public memory and national values. The book provides a balanced view of their achievements and
complexities.

8. 100 Changemakers in American History
Focusing on individuals who initiated significant social, political, or technological change, this book profiles
100 changemakers whose efforts reshaped America. It highlights lesser-known heroes alongside famous
names, providing a comprehensive look at transformative leadership. Readers learn about the diverse ways
people have contributed to the nation’s progress.

9. Faces of America: 100 People Who Built a Nation
This volume presents a broad spectrum of Americans whose work, vision, and perseverance helped build
the United States. It spans early settlers, indigenous leaders, immigrants, and innovators, portraying the
collective effort behind the nation’s growth. The book emphasizes the interconnected stories that form
America’s rich historical tapestry.
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  100 people to know from american history: 100 People Who Changed 20th-Century America
Mary Cross, 2013-01-07 To what extent does a person's own success result in social transformation?
This book offers 100 answers, providing thought-provoking examples of how American culture was
shaped within a crucial time period by individuals whose lives and ideas were major agents of
change. 100 People Who Changed 20th-Century America provides a two-volume encyclopedia of the
individuals whose contributions to society made the 20th century what it was. Comprising
contributions from 20 academics and experts in their field, the thought-provoking essays examine
the men and women who have shaped the modern American cultural experience—change agents
who defined their time period as a result of their talent, imagination, and enterprise. Organized
chronologically by the subjects' birthdates, the essays are written to be accessible to the general
reader yet provide in-depth information for scholars, ensuring that the work will appeal to many
audiences.
  100 people to know from american history: 100 People Who Made History Ben Gilliland,
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2012-01-30 There are nearly 7 billion people in the world today. We are living longer, healthier, and
better lives than anyone who has gone before. And this is the result of a whole chain of people who
have invented or discovered something that has changed our world. Where would we be without
inventors, philosophers, economists, politicians, explorers, and other ideas people? Some of our
historical heroes were lone geniuses but many were influenced by other great thinkers and ideas.
There would be no Facebook without the internet-and no internet with computers. And there could
be no computers without the great mathematicians and philosophers of ancient times. So who's the
Genius-Mark Zuckerberg, or Pythagoras? We think it's both. This is why every spread features a
panel called They couldn't have done it without..., revealing the people who made earlier
contributions to the cause. With chapters on medicine and food processes, entertainment and
culture, there's something in 100 People Who Made History for everyone. Full of true-life stories and
famous celebs, 100 People proves that history can be exciting and relevant. So let's hear it for the
heroes from throughout the ages: those who save lives, those who improve lives, and those who
make our lives just that bit more enjoyable.
  100 people to know from american history: 100 People Who Changed History and the World
Manjunath.R, 2020-12-20 100 People Who Changed History and the World celebrates the lives and
achievements of individuals who have profoundly shaped our world. From groundbreaking scientists
like Isaac Newton, Albert Einstein, and Stephen Hawking to transformative thinkers such as Charles
Darwin and Niels Bohr, this book showcases 100 revolutionary minds who redefined what we know
about science, society, and humanity. It highlights their remarkable contributions, the challenges
they overcame, and the lasting legacy of their work. Packed with insights and inspiration, this book
offers a captivating journey through history’s most pivotal moments and the extraordinary
individuals who changed the course of civilization. A must-read for history enthusiasts, students, and
anyone curious about the people behind humanity’s greatest milestones. 4o
  100 people to know from american history: Immigrants in American History Elliott
Robert Barkan, 2013-01-17 This encyclopedia is a unique collection of entries covering the arrival,
adaptation, and integration of immigrants into American culture from the 1500s to 2010. Few topics
inspire such debate among American citizens as the issue of immigration in the United States. Yet, it
is the steady influx of foreigners into America over 400 years that has shaped the social character of
the United States, and has favorably positioned this country for globalization. Immigrants in
American History: Arrival, Adaptation, and Integration is a chronological study of the migration of
various ethnic groups to the United States from 1500 to the present day. This multivolume collection
explores dozens of immigrant populations in America and delves into major topical issues affecting
different groups across time periods. For example, the first author of the collection profiles African
Americans as an example of the effects of involuntary migrations. A cross-disciplinary
approach—derived from the contributions of leading scholars in the fields of history, sociology,
cultural development, economics, political science, law, and cultural adaptation—introduces a
comparative analysis of customs, beliefs, and character among groups, and provides insight into the
impact of newcomers on American society and culture.
  100 people to know from american history: American History through Its Greatest
Speeches Jolyon P. Girard, Darryl Mace, Courtney Michelle Smith, 2016-12-05 What did America's
greatest orators say regarding significant issues and concerns throughout United States history?
This three-volume set examines hundreds of the most historically significant speeches from colonial
times to the modern era, allowing readers to consider exactly what the speakers said—and to better
understand the motivations behind each speech as well as the effect on the audiences that heard
them. This essential reference work presents the most important and historically significant
speeches delivered since colonial times, providing in essence a documentary history of the United
States through these public utterances. Readers can witness American history unfold firsthand
through these stirring and at times controversial speeches—from Patrick Henry's fiery words calling
for an American revolution, through the words of the 19th-century abolitionists and Lincoln's
immortal Gettysburg Address, and up through the 20th century with President Wilson's famous



Fourteen Points, FDR reminding Americans that the only thing they had to fear was fear itself, and
George W. Bush responding to the attacks of September 11. For students, teachers, librarians, and
general readers, this indispensable work provides essential reference resources on the speeches of
great significance in American history. Each speech is prefaced by a contextual headnote that
provides essential background information and specific details about the speech. This three-volume
set also includes a timeline, a historical review of each era, biographical sketches of each speaker,
and anecdotal sidebars containing additional information about the speech or speakers.
  100 people to know from american history: American History Through the Eyes of Modern
Chaos Theory Burton P. Fabricand, 2009-11-05 American History Through the Eyes of Modern
Chaos Theory concerns itself in the main with the time period between the Revolutionary War and
the end of Civil War. Some leads, those concerned with finance, transportation and information, are
followed into the 20th century. The point of view is that of modern chaos theory, a rather recent
development that imposes severe limitations on future predictability in the social sciences, not to
mention the physical, biological and environmental sciences. When taken into account, there
emerges a picture of American history very different from today's conventional notions. The trees, so
to speak, are the same, but the forest is changed. It is the aim of this book to reinterpret America's
rise to Power, Consequence, and Grandeur in light of these findings.
  100 people to know from american history: Popular Fads and Crazes through American
History Nancy Hendricks, 2018-08-17 This informative two-volume set provides readers with an
understanding of the fads and crazes that have taken America by storm from colonial times to the
present. Entries cover a range of topics, including food, entertainment, fashion, music, and
language. Why could hula hoops and TV westerns only have been found in every household in the
1950s? What murdered Russian princess can be seen in one of the first documented selfies, taken in
1914? This book answers those questions and more in its documentation of all of the most
captivating trends that have defined American popular culture since before the country began.
Entries are well-researched and alphabetized by decade. At the start of every section is an insightful
historical overview of the decade, and the set uniquely illustrates what today's readers have in
common with the past. It also contains a Glossary of Slang for each decade as well as a bibliography,
plus suggestions for further reading for each entry. Students and readers interested in history will
enjoy discovering trends through the years in such areas as fashion, movies, music, and sports.
  100 people to know from american history: American History, American Politics, and
American Presidents Judy Baston, 2022-02-03 This book includes much information about the
fortyaEURfour persons who have served as President of the United States, including their native
states, military service, lengths of presidential service, and ages at death. In the main, however, this
book is an introduction to, an outline of, and an overview of, American history since 1789, the year
the American presidency began. In the book I have divided American history since 1789 into six
periods. Each period coincides with the time that between four and ten specified individuals served
as President. For each period the emphasis is on domestic policy, foreign policy, and presidential
election results.
  100 people to know from american history: Encyclopedia of African American History
Leslie M. Alexander, Walter C. Rucker, 2010-02-09 A fresh compilation of essays and entries based
on the latest research, this work documents African American culture and political activism from the
slavery era through the 20th century. Encyclopedia of African American History introduces readers
to the significant people, events, sociopolitical movements, and ideas that have shaped African
American life from earliest contact between African peoples and Europeans through the late 20th
century. This encyclopedia places the African American experience in the context of the entire
African diaspora, with entries organized in sections on African/European contact and enslavement,
culture, resistance and identity during enslavement, political activism from the Revolutionary War to
Southern emancipation, political activism from Reconstruction to the modern Civil Rights movement,
black nationalism and urbanization, and Pan-Africanism and contemporary black America. Based on
the latest scholarship and engagingly written, there is no better go-to reference for exploring the



history of African Americans and their distinctive impact on American society, politics, business,
literature, art, food, clothing, music, language, and technology.
  100 people to know from american history: Land of Childhood's Fears Faith, Friendship,
and The Vietnam War ,
  100 people to know from american history: Women in American History Peg A. Lamphier,
Rosanne Welch, 2017-01-23 This four-volume set documents the complexity and richness of women's
contributions to American history and culture, empowering all students by demonstrating a more
populist approach to the past. Based on the content of most textbooks, it would be easy to reach the
erroneous conclusion that women have not contributed much to America's history and development.
Nothing could be further from the truth. Offering comprehensive coverage of women of a diverse
range of cultures, classes, ethnicities, religions, and sexual identifications, this four-volume set
identifies the many ways in which women have helped to shape and strengthen the United States.
This encyclopedia is organized into four chronological volumes, with each volume further divided
into three sections. Each section features an overview essay and thematic essay as well as detailed
entries on topics ranging from Lady Gaga to Ladybird Johnson, Lucy Stone, and Lucille Ball, and
from the International Ladies of Rhythm to the International Ladies Garment Workers Union. The set
also includes a vast variety of primary documents, such as personal letters, public papers,
newspaper articles, recipes, and more. These primary documents enhance users' learning
opportunities and enable readers to better connect with the subject matter.
  100 people to know from american history: Atlas of African-American History James
Ciment, 2007 A comprehensive history of African Americans, including culture, slavery, and civil
rights.
  100 people to know from american history: A History of Crime and the American
Criminal Justice System Mitchel P. Roth, 2018-10-10 This book offers a history of crime and the
criminal justice system in America, written particularly for students of criminal justice and those
interested in the history of crime and punishment. It follows the evolution of the criminal justice
system chronologically and, when necessary, offers parallels between related criminal justice issues
in different historical eras. From its antecedents in England to revolutionary times, to the American
Civil War, right through the twentieth century to the age of terrorism, this book combines a wealth
of resources with keen historical judgement to offer a fascinating account of the development of
criminal justice in America. A new chapter brings the story up to date, looking at criminal justice
through the Obama era and the early days of the Trump administration. Each chapter is broken
down into four crucial components related to the American criminal justice system from the
historical perspective: lawmakers and the judiciary; law enforcement; corrections; and crime and
punishment. A range of pedagogical features, including timelines of key events, learning objectives,
critical thinking questions and sources, as well as a full glossary of key terms and a Who’s Who in
Criminal Justice History, ensures that readers are well-equipped to navigate the immense body of
knowledge related to criminal justice history. Essential reading for Criminal Justice majors and
historians alike, this book will be a fascinating text for anyone interested in the development of the
American criminal justice system from ancient times to the present day.
  100 people to know from american history: Culture, Crisis and America's War on Terror
Stuart Croft, 2006-09-14 Since the infamous events of 9/11, the fear of terrorism and the
determination to strike back against it has become a topic of enormous public debate. The 'war on
terror' discourse has developed not only through American politics but via other channels including
the media, the church, music, novels, films and television, and therefore permeates many aspects of
American life. Stuart Croft suggests that the process of this production of knowledge has created a
very particular form of common sense which shapes relationships, jokes and even forms of tattoos.
Understanding how a social process of crisis can be mapped out and how that process creates
assumptions allows policy-making in America's war on terror to be examined from new perspectives.
Using IR approaches together with insights from cultural studies, this book develops a dynamic
model of crisis which seeks to understand the war on terror as a cultural phenomenon.



  100 people to know from american history: Haunting History: The Spectral Case of St.
Patrick's Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-09 Prepare to delve into the captivating world of the
paranormal as we embark on a journey to uncover the most infamous cases of hauntings and other
unexplained phenomena. From the chilling tale of the Bell Witch Haunting, where a Tennessee
family was tormented by a mischievous and vengeful spirit, to the spine-tingling Amityville Horror,
where a family fled their dream home amidst a barrage of terrifying paranormal encounters. Journey
through haunted battlefields, where the echoes of war and bloodshed linger in the air, and explore
eerie prisons, where the spirits of the incarcerated are said to roam. Step inside private homes
transformed into havens for restless souls, each with their own unique and unsettling story to tell.
Unravel the history of the paranormal, from ancient folklore and spiritual beliefs to modern-day
investigations and scientific skepticism. Examine the evidence, both compelling and elusive, that has
fueled the debate over the existence of ghosts for centuries. Discover different theories about the
nature of ghosts, their motivations, and the reasons why they choose to interact with the living.
Whether you approach this book as a skeptic or a believer, you will be captivated by the intriguing
and often terrifying accounts of the supernatural that lie within its pages. For centuries, stories of
hauntings have captivated our imaginations and sparked our fascination with the unknown. Join us
as we delve into these enigmatic tales and explore the haunting history that surrounds us, both in
the shadows and in the light. If you like this book, write a review!
  100 people to know from american history: The Best American History Book in the World
Eric Burnett, 2003-07 Essays on American history written and edited by high school students.
  100 people to know from american history: Communist Political Propaganda and Use of
the United States Mails United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 1959
  100 people to know from american history: Hearings United States. Congress Senate, 1960
  100 people to know from american history: Civil Rights Act of 1960 United States. Congress.
Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 1960 Considers H.R. 8601, to amend the Civil Rights Act of
1957 to authorize greater enforcement of voting rights, to provide for the maintenance of Federal
election registration records, and to require Federal law enforcement agencies' participation in
interstate bombing investigations and in cases of obstruction of school desegregation. Focuses on a
voting registration case in Terrell County, Ga.
  100 people to know from american history: Civil Rights Act of 1960 86-2, 1960 United
States. Congress. Senate. Judiciary, 1960
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