
12 volt relay wiring diagram
12 volt relay wiring diagram is an essential guide for anyone working with automotive, electronic,
or electrical projects that require switching high current loads with low voltage signals.
Understanding how to correctly wire a 12-volt relay ensures reliable operation of devices such as
lights, motors, and fans, while protecting control circuits from damage. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the 12-volt relay, including its components, wiring configurations, and
practical applications. Readers will learn how to interpret relay wiring diagrams, identify key
terminals, and connect relays safely and effectively in various setups. Additionally, troubleshooting
tips and safety precautions will help prevent common wiring mistakes. This detailed guide is
designed to assist both beginners and professionals in mastering the use of 12-volt relays for diverse
electrical tasks.
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Understanding the 12 Volt Relay
A 12 volt relay is an electromechanical switch that uses a low current 12-volt control signal to
operate a higher current circuit. It acts as an intermediary device that isolates the control circuit
from the load circuit, providing protection and enabling the control of heavy electrical devices with
minimal input power. Relays are widely used in automotive systems, industrial equipment, and home
electronics where 12 volts is the standard control voltage.

How a 12 Volt Relay Works
The relay contains a coil that, when energized by a 12-volt source, creates a magnetic field. This
magnetic field moves an internal switch or armature, changing the state of one or more contacts.
These contacts switch the connected load circuit on or off. The separation between the coil and
contacts allows the control circuit to safely operate devices with higher voltages or currents.

Types of 12 Volt Relays
There are several types of 12 volt relays, including:



SPST (Single Pole Single Throw): Simplest relay with one switch that opens or closes a
single circuit.

SPDT (Single Pole Double Throw): Has one input and two outputs, allowing the circuit to
switch between two loads.

DPDT (Double Pole Double Throw): Contains two independent switches, useful for more
complex control.

Automotive Relays: Designed specifically for vehicle electrical systems, often rated for high
current loads.

Key Components of a 12 Volt Relay
Understanding the internal components of a relay is crucial for interpreting wiring diagrams and
performing correct installations. Each relay typically has a coil, a movable armature, and one or
more sets of contacts.

Coil
The coil is a wire winding that generates a magnetic field when 12 volts is applied. This magnetic
field is responsible for moving the armature which operates the contacts. The coil terminals are
generally marked and are connected to the control voltage source.

Contacts
The relay contacts function as the actual switch in the load circuit. They can be normally open (NO),
normally closed (NC), or changeover (common) contacts. When the coil is energized, the contacts
change state, either closing or opening the circuit.

Terminals and Pin Configuration
Most 12 volt relays have a standard pin layout, commonly including:

85 and 86: Coil terminals connected to the 12 volt control circuit.

30: Common terminal connected to the power source or load.

87: Normally open (NO) contact terminal connected to the load.

87a (if present): Normally closed (NC) contact terminal connected to the load when the relay
is not energized.



Basic 12 Volt Relay Wiring Diagram Explained
A basic 12 volt relay wiring diagram demonstrates the connection of the relay coil and contacts
within a system. This diagram is essential for safely integrating the relay into an electrical circuit.

Standard Relay Wiring Diagram
In a typical wiring diagram for a 12-volt relay:

Terminal 85 is connected to ground.

Terminal 86 is connected to a switched 12-volt power source or control switch.

Terminal 30 is connected to the power source or battery positive.

Terminal 87 is connected to the load device that requires switching.

When the control switch supplies 12 volts to terminal 86, the coil energizes, pulling the contacts
closed and powering the load connected to terminal 87.

Relay Wiring Diagram Symbols
Relay wiring diagrams use standard symbols to represent the coil, contacts, and terminals. The coil
is shown as a rectangle or series of loops, while contacts are depicted as lines that open or close
based on relay state. Understanding these symbols assists in reading and creating wiring diagrams
accurately.

Common Wiring Configurations
Different applications require various relay wiring configurations. Recognizing common wiring
setups helps in selecting the right method for a particular project.

Single Switch Control
This configuration uses the relay to control one load with a single switch or sensor input. The relay
coil receives 12 volts from the control circuit, switching the load on and off.

Dual Load Switching
Using SPDT relays, it is possible to switch between two different loads or routes. This setup is useful
for controlling devices that have multiple operating modes.



Using Relays for High Current Loads
Relays are often used to control high current devices indirectly, protecting switches and control
circuits from excessive current. The relay coil requires very little current, while the contacts handle
the heavy load.

Relay Wiring Checklist

Verify coil voltage rating is 12 volts.

Identify and label all relay terminals.

Ensure the load current does not exceed relay contact rating.

Use appropriate gauge wire for load and control circuits.

Include fuses or circuit breakers for protection.

Applications of 12 Volt Relay Wiring
12 volt relays are versatile components used in numerous fields. Their ability to control high current
loads with low voltage signals makes them indispensable in many systems.

Automotive Systems
In vehicles, 12 volt relays control headlights, fuel pumps, horn circuits, cooling fans, and other
accessories. They ensure switches and control modules are not exposed to high current demands.

Home and Industrial Electronics
Relays are used in HVAC systems, alarm systems, and industrial automation to switch motors,
solenoids, and lighting circuits safely and efficiently.

DIY and Hobby Projects
Electronics enthusiasts and hobbyists use 12 volt relays to create custom control circuits for
robotics, remote controls, and other creative applications.



Troubleshooting and Safety Tips
Proper troubleshooting and adherence to safety guidelines are crucial when working with 12 volt
relay wiring diagrams to avoid damage and ensure reliable operation.

Common Issues

Incorrect wiring causing relay coil not to energize.

Load not receiving power due to faulty contacts or wiring.

Burned or welded relay contacts from overcurrent.

Voltage drops due to undersized wiring or poor connections.

Safety Precautions
Always disconnect power before wiring or modifying relay circuits. Use insulated tools and wear
appropriate personal protective equipment. Verify all connections and use fuses or circuit breakers
to protect wiring and components. Double-check wiring against the relay's datasheet and wiring
diagram for accuracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 12 volt relay wiring diagram?
A 12 volt relay wiring diagram is a schematic that shows how to connect a 12V relay within an
electrical circuit, detailing the connections for the coil and the switch terminals to control high-
current devices using a low-current signal.

How do you wire a 12 volt relay to a switch?
To wire a 12 volt relay to a switch, connect the relay coil terminals to the 12V power source and the
switch. When the switch is activated, it energizes the coil, closing the relay contacts and allowing
current to flow through the load circuit.

What are the common terminals on a 12 volt relay and their
functions?
A 12 volt relay typically has four or five terminals: two coil terminals (for 12V power to energize the
coil), a common terminal (COM), a normally open terminal (NO), and sometimes a normally closed
terminal (NC). The relay switches the connection between COM and NO or NC depending on coil



activation.

Can I use a 12 volt relay with a 5 volt control signal?
You can use a 12 volt relay with a 5 volt control signal if you use an appropriate transistor or driver
circuit to provide the 12V power to the relay coil, since the coil requires 12 volts to activate
properly.

What precautions should I take when wiring a 12 volt relay?
Ensure correct polarity on the coil terminals, use a diode across the relay coil to protect against
voltage spikes, verify the relay's current rating matches your load, and double-check all connections
against the wiring diagram to prevent damage.

How do I interpret the wiring diagram symbols for a 12 volt
relay?
In a 12 volt relay wiring diagram, the coil is represented by a rectangle or winding symbol with two
terminals, while the switch contacts are shown as lines that connect or disconnect when the coil is
energized. Normally open (NO) contacts are open when the coil is unpowered, and normally closed
(NC) contacts are closed.

Additional Resources
1. 12 Volt Relay Wiring Diagrams for Beginners
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to understanding and creating 12 volt relay wiring
diagrams. It breaks down complex electrical concepts into easy-to-follow steps, making it ideal for
novices. Readers will learn how to read diagrams, select the right components, and safely wire
relays for automotive and home projects.

2. Automotive Relay Wiring and Troubleshooting Guide
Designed for automotive enthusiasts and mechanics, this guide delves into the specifics of 12 volt
relay wiring in vehicles. It includes detailed wiring diagrams, common relay configurations, and
troubleshooting tips to diagnose relay-related issues. The book also covers upgrading and modifying
relay circuits to improve vehicle electrical systems.

3. Mastering 12V Relay Circuits: Design and Application
This book focuses on the design principles behind 12 volt relay circuits and their practical
applications. Readers will explore various relay types, coil and contact configurations, and how to
integrate relays into larger electrical systems. Step-by-step wiring diagrams and real-world
examples help solidify understanding.

4. Practical Guide to 12 Volt Relay Wiring for DIY Projects
Perfect for hobbyists and DIYers, this guide simplifies the process of wiring 12 volt relays in home
automation, robotics, and small electrical projects. It offers clear diagrams, parts lists, and safety
advice to ensure successful project completion. The book also discusses common pitfalls and how to
avoid them.



5. Understanding Relay Wiring Diagrams: A 12 Volt Perspective
This book focuses specifically on interpreting and creating relay wiring diagrams operating at 12
volts. It explains symbols, wiring standards, and the logic behind relay operation. Suitable for both
students and professionals, it enhances the reader’s ability to read and troubleshoot relay circuits.

6. 12 Volt Relay Wiring for Marine and Off-Road Vehicles
Tailored to the unique requirements of marine and off-road vehicle electrical systems, this book
covers robust relay wiring techniques. It addresses challenges such as vibration, moisture, and
corrosion, providing wiring diagrams optimized for harsh environments. Maintenance tips and
installation best practices are also included.

7. Relay Wiring Essentials: 12V Systems Explained
This concise guide covers the essential knowledge needed to wire and use 12 volt relays effectively.
It explains relay components, coil activation, contact switching, and wiring methods. The book
includes numerous wiring diagrams for common applications like lighting, motors, and alarms.

8. Advanced 12 Volt Relay Wiring and Control Systems
For readers with a basic understanding of electronics, this book explores advanced relay wiring
techniques and control systems. Topics include multi-relay configurations, timing circuits, and
integrating relays with microcontrollers. Detailed wiring diagrams and project examples provide
practical insights into complex relay applications.

9. The Complete Handbook of 12 Volt Relay Wiring
This all-encompassing handbook serves as a definitive resource for anyone working with 12 volt
relay systems. It combines theory, practical wiring diagrams, installation tips, and troubleshooting
procedures in one volume. Suitable for professionals and enthusiasts alike, it covers a wide range of
applications from automotive to industrial systems.
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Electrical Systems Tracy Martin, 2014-07-15 DIVYour one-stop manual for every aspect of DIY
motorcycle electrical repair and modification./divDIV/divDIVWeâ€™ve all stood at the front desk of a
repair shop at some point, staring at an invoice, gritting our teeth and nursing our injured wallets.
All vehicles will inevitably need maintenanceâ€”and we pay a premium in labor fees every time we
take them inâ€”but unlike an automobile, which has its electrical components hermetically sealed
within its bodywork, the electrical components on a motorcycle are on display for all the world to
see. Out in the open, they are constantly subjected to destructive elements like rain, sand, salt, dust,
and ultraviolet rays . . . virtually everyone who owns a motorcycle will eventually have to deal with
electrical problems. In How to Troubleshoot, Repair, and Modify Motorcycle Electrical Systems,
motorcycle expert Tracy Martin provides crystal-clear, fully illustrated, step-by-step instructions for
every electrical repair imaginable on a bikeâ€”from the nuts-and-bolts basics to fuel-injection
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systems, onboard computers, repair and installation of factory and aftermarket accessories, and
everything else in between. Complete with 600 full-color, how-to photos and 20 helpful diagrams,
How to Troubleshoot, Repair, and Modify Motorcycle Electrical Systems will keep your bike on the
road and your wallet in your pocket./div
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: Technical Manual United States Department of the Army, 1952
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: S, SnF & TnF Series Instruction & Service Manual ,
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: ,
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: Automotive Electrical Handbook Inkwell Co. Inc., 1987-01-01
When it’s time to wire your car, whether it’s a restoration project, race car, kit car, trailer, or street
rod, don’t be intimidated; wire it yourself. Jim Horner shares his years of experience and cuts
through the technical jargon to show you how. Learn about basic electrical theory, how various
electrical components work and drawing circuit diagrams. Includes tips on using electrical test
equipment and troubleshooting electrical circuits. Choose the right components, build your own
wiring harness, and install them by following the step-by-step instructions. Profusely illustrated with
over 350 photos, drawings, and diagrams. Suppliers list included.
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: Report of Investigations , 1949
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: Transit Journal , 1922
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: Automotive Wiring and Electrical Systems Tony Candela,
2009 The perfect book for modifying muscle car electrical circuits for cooling fans and/or power
windows, wiring a hot rod from scratch, or adding a big stereo and other conveniences to modern
performance cars.
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: Motorcycle Electrical Systems Tracy Martin, 2007
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: TT. , 1966 Translations of scientific and technical monographs
and articles.
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: TT. Clearinghouse for Federal Scientific and Technical
Information (U.S.), 1966 Translations of scientific and technical monographs and articles.
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: ENGINEERING PRACTICES S. SUYAMBAZHAHAN, 2012-01-09
This book helps students acquire hands-on skills in the following areas of workshop practices:
Plumbing and carpentry. Arc and gas welding, sheet metal work and machining operations. Smithy,
foundry, machine assembly and fitting operations. Methods of household and industrial wiring, use
of measuring instruments, identification of electronic components and devices, and the study of their
characteristics through experimentation, soldering of electronic components, etc. The book is
intended for the first-year undergraduate engineering students of all disciplines. KEY FEATURES :
Includes a large number of figures and examples for easy understanding of operations of tools and
equipment. Offers viva questions with answers for practical examination.
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: Railway Review , 1924
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: How To Diagnose and Repair Automotive Electrical Systems
Tracy Martin, 2005
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: 4093 IC - Circuit Sourcebook for the Makers Newton C.
Braga, 2017-02-14 Chock full of projects based on the 4093 IC, this book will be of great interest to
makers, hobbysts and students (STEAMers). Readers will have the opportunity to learn how to apply
this CMOS Ic in their primary uses while building these detailed projects. This book includes
instructions to build over one hundred projects. They include shields for microcontrollers, lamp
controls, timers, audio, RF, inverters, alarms and much more. This book offers the readers a
satisfaying, practical way of learning about this topic in electronics: Teaches how to use circuits
using the 4093 IC as shields for microcontrollers Focuses on insights gained through completing
each project explore the imense capabilities of the 4093 IC
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: The Signal Engineer , 1911
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: CMOS Projects and Experiments Newton C. Braga, 1999 This
text presents a collection of over 100 useful projects based on the 4093 IC. Readers are provided
with the opportunity to learn how to apply CMOS ICs in their six primary uses while building on the



projects, which include audio and RF devices, lamps, timers, alarms and inverters.
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: The 10th International Conference on Computer Engineering
and Networks Qi Liu, Xiaodong Liu, Tao Shen, Xuesong Qiu, 2020-10-05 This book contains a
collection of the papers accepted by the CENet2020 – the 10th International Conference on
Computer Engineering and Networks held on October 16-18, 2020 in Xi’an, China. The topics focus
but are not limited to Internet of Things and Smart Systems, Artificial Intelligence and Applications,
Communication System Detection, Analysis and Application, and Medical Engineering and
Information Systems. Each part can be used as an excellent reference by industry practitioners,
university faculties, research fellows and undergraduates as well as graduate students who need to
build a knowledge base of the most current advances and state-of-practice in the topics covered by
this conference proceedings. This will enable them to produce, maintain, and manage systems with
high levels of trustworthiness and complexity.
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: Service Manual of Starting Lighting Ignition Samuel Payne
Reed, 1919
  12 volt relay wiring diagram: Motorcyle Tuning: Chassis John Robinson, 1994-03-14 This
third edition, in the same tradition as the second, is a vital servicing tool containing information
covering virtually every motorcycle over 50cc sold in the UK since 1980. The author is technical
editor of `Performance Bikes' and author of the well known `Motorcycle Tuning' books. The book
provides access to the most frequently used data for dealers, mechanics and enthusiasts who have to
deal with a wide variety of machines and wish to compare the features of different models. A
seperate section lists conversion tables, standard torque settings for threaded fasteners, tyre size
codes, tyre speed and load schedules and addersses of importers. Machines are listed alphabetically
by manufacturer and then in order of capacity or model number.
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