
13 special education classifications
13 special education classifications play a crucial role in identifying and addressing
the diverse needs of students requiring specialized educational support. These
classifications provide a framework for educators, administrators, and parents to
understand the specific challenges faced by students with disabilities and to implement
appropriate instructional strategies and services. Understanding each classification helps
ensure compliance with federal and state regulations while promoting inclusive and
effective education. This article explores the 13 special education classifications
recognized under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), detailing the
characteristics, eligibility criteria, and educational implications of each. By gaining
comprehensive knowledge of these classifications, stakeholders can better support
individualized education programs (IEPs) tailored to student success. The following
sections outline each classification comprehensively, providing clarity on terminology and
application.
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Intellectual Disability
Intellectual disability is one of the fundamental 13 special education classifications that



refers to significant limitations in intellectual functioning and adaptive behavior. This
classification typically manifests before the age of 18 and affects daily living skills, social
functioning, and academic performance. Students with intellectual disabilities may
experience difficulties with reasoning, problem-solving, and learning at an age-appropriate
level. Identification involves standardized assessments and evaluation of adaptive
behaviors in various environments.

Hearing Impairment and Deafness
Hearing impairment encompasses a range of hearing loss from mild to profound, affecting
a student’s ability to process auditory information. Deafness is a more severe form of
hearing impairment where the student has little to no hearing and requires alternative
communication methods such as sign language. Both classifications necessitate
specialized educational services, including assistive listening devices, speech therapy, and
communication support to facilitate effective learning.

Speech or Language Impairment
This classification involves difficulties in articulation, fluency, voice, or language
processing that adversely affect educational performance. Speech impairments may
include stuttering or phonological disorders, while language impairments involve
challenges in understanding or expressing spoken or written language. Early identification
and intervention through speech-language pathology services are essential for improving
communication skills and academic outcomes.

Visual Impairment, Including Blindness
Visual impairment refers to partial or total loss of vision that impacts a student’s
educational performance. This classification covers a spectrum from low vision to
complete blindness. Students with visual impairments often require specialized materials
such as braille, large print, or assistive technology. Orientation and mobility training,
alongside adapted instructional strategies, support independence and learning.

Emotional Disturbance
Emotional disturbance is characterized by behavioral or emotional responses that
significantly differ from age-appropriate norms, adversely affecting educational
performance. This classification may include conditions such as anxiety disorders,
depression, bipolar disorder, or schizophrenia. Students may exhibit difficulties in
interpersonal relationships, academic engagement, or coping with stress. Comprehensive
evaluation and targeted behavioral interventions are vital components of support.



Orthopedic Impairment
Orthopedic impairment includes physical disabilities caused by congenital anomalies,
diseases, or other conditions affecting the skeletal system or muscles. Examples include
cerebral palsy, amputations, or muscular dystrophy. These impairments may limit mobility
or coordination, necessitating accommodations such as adapted physical education,
assistive devices, and accessible learning environments to ensure participation.

Other Health Impairment
The other health impairment classification covers chronic or acute health problems that
limit strength, energy, or alertness, impacting educational performance. Common
conditions include attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), asthma, diabetes,
epilepsy, and heart conditions. These health challenges require coordinated medical and
educational interventions to address absenteeism, concentration difficulties, and physical
limitations.

Specific Learning Disability
Specific learning disability (SLD) is one of the most prevalent 13 special education
classifications and refers to disorders in the processes involved in understanding or using
language. SLD affects skills such as reading (dyslexia), writing (dysgraphia), or
mathematics (dyscalculia). Students may demonstrate uneven academic achievement
despite adequate intelligence and instruction. Identification involves comprehensive
assessment and implementation of individualized instructional strategies.

Deaf-Blindness
Deaf-blindness is a rare but significant classification involving concomitant hearing and
visual impairments that severely limit communication, mobility, and educational access.
Students with deaf-blindness require highly specialized services, including tactile
communication methods, individualized instruction, and orientation and mobility training.
Collaboration among multidisciplinary teams is essential for effective educational
planning.

Multiple Disabilities
The multiple disabilities classification refers to the presence of two or more impairments
occurring simultaneously that cause severe educational needs. This may include
combinations such as intellectual disability with orthopedic impairment or deafness with
blindness. Students require comprehensive support services that address complex
physical, cognitive, and communication challenges to promote meaningful participation in
educational activities.



Autism Spectrum Disorder
Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is characterized by challenges in social communication
and interaction, alongside restricted or repetitive behaviors and interests. ASD affects
students across a wide spectrum of severity and functioning levels. Educational programs
for students with autism emphasize social skills development, structured learning
environments, and individualized supports to enhance communication and behavioral
regulation.

Traumatic Brain Injury
Traumatic brain injury (TBI) results from an external physical impact causing brain
dysfunction. Students with TBI may experience cognitive, physical, behavioral, or
emotional impairments that affect learning and social interactions. Educational
interventions focus on accommodating memory deficits, attention difficulties, and physical
challenges, often requiring rehabilitation services as part of the educational plan.

Developmental Delay
Developmental delay applies primarily to young children (typically ages 3-9) who exhibit
delays in one or more developmental areas, including cognitive, physical, communication,
social/emotional, or adaptive functioning. This classification is designed to provide early
intervention services that promote developmental progress before a formal disability
diagnosis is established. Timely identification and targeted supports are critical for
improving long-term outcomes.

Early identification and evaluation

Individualized Education Programs (IEPs)

Specialized instructional strategies and accommodations

Multidisciplinary team collaboration

Parental and family involvement

Use of assistive technology and adaptive materials

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the 13 special education classifications
recognized under IDEA?
The 13 special education classifications under the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) are: 1) Autism, 2) Deaf-Blindness, 3) Deafness, 4) Emotional Disturbance, 5)
Hearing Impairment, 6) Intellectual Disability, 7) Multiple Disabilities, 8) Orthopedic
Impairment, 9) Other Health Impairment, 10) Specific Learning Disability, 11) Speech or
Language Impairment, 12) Traumatic Brain Injury, and 13) Visual Impairment including
Blindness.

Why is it important to understand the 13 special
education classifications?
Understanding the 13 special education classifications is important because it helps
educators, parents, and professionals identify the specific needs of students with
disabilities, ensuring they receive appropriate services and support tailored to their
unique challenges.

How do the 13 special education classifications impact
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs)?
The classification assigned to a student guides the development of their Individualized
Education Program (IEP) by identifying their specific disability-related needs, which
informs the goals, accommodations, and specialized instruction included in the IEP.

Can a student be classified under more than one of the
13 special education categories?
Yes, a student can be classified under more than one category if they have multiple
disabilities. In such cases, the classification of Multiple Disabilities is often used to
address the combined impact of two or more impairments on the student's educational
performance.

How do schools determine which of the 13 special
education classifications applies to a student?
Schools determine the appropriate classification through a comprehensive evaluation
process that includes assessments, observations, and input from educators, specialists,
and parents to identify the student's disability and how it affects their learning.

Are the 13 special education classifications consistent
across all U.S. states?
The 13 classifications are federally recognized under IDEA and serve as a standard
framework nationwide; however, some states may have additional categories or different
terminology, but they generally align with the IDEA classifications for special education
eligibility.



Additional Resources
1. Understanding Autism Spectrum Disorder: Strategies for Educators
This book offers a comprehensive overview of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) with
practical teaching strategies tailored for special education professionals. It covers
communication techniques, sensory integration, and behavioral interventions. Educators
will find valuable insights to create inclusive classrooms that support students with ASD
effectively.

2. Teaching Students with Emotional and Behavioral Disorders
Focused on students with emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD), this resource
provides evidence-based approaches to classroom management and social-emotional
learning. It discusses the root causes of behavioral challenges and offers tools for
fostering positive behavior and academic success. The book also includes case studies to
illustrate best practices.

3. Effective Instructional Practices for Students with Specific Learning Disabilities
This guide delves into instructional strategies designed for learners with specific learning
disabilities (SLD), such as dyslexia and dyscalculia. It emphasizes differentiated
instruction, multisensory techniques, and assistive technology. Teachers will learn how to
identify students’ unique needs and tailor lessons to improve reading, writing, and math
skills.

4. Supporting Students with Intellectual Disabilities in the Classroom
Providing a thorough understanding of intellectual disabilities, this book discusses
developmental milestones, adaptive skills, and individualized education programs (IEPs).
It highlights ways to promote independence and social inclusion through customized
teaching methods. The resource is ideal for educators aiming to enhance learning
outcomes for students with intellectual challenges.

5. Practical Approaches to Teaching Students with Speech or Language Impairments
This book addresses the needs of students with speech or language impairments by
outlining assessment procedures and intervention strategies. It offers techniques to
improve communication skills, including articulation, fluency, and language
comprehension. Collaborating with speech-language pathologists is also emphasized to
maximize student progress.

6. Instructional Strategies for Students with Visual Impairments
Designed for educators working with visually impaired students, this book covers adaptive
technologies, tactile learning methods, and Braille literacy. It also discusses
environmental modifications to enhance accessibility and safety. Teachers will gain tools
to support academic achievement and independence in students with visual challenges.

7. Educating Students with Hearing Impairments: A Comprehensive Guide
This resource explores communication options such as sign language, cochlear implants,
and auditory training for students with hearing impairments. It provides strategies for
inclusive classroom settings and collaboration with families and specialists. The book
emphasizes creating supportive learning environments that cater to diverse auditory
needs.

8. Teaching Students with Orthopedic Impairments: Accessibility and Adaptations



Focusing on students with orthopedic impairments, this book discusses physical
accessibility, adaptive equipment, and tailored instructional methods. It highlights how to
accommodate mobility challenges and promote participation in all classroom activities.
Educators will find guidance on collaborating with therapists and medical professionals.

9. Addressing Other Health Impairments in Education: Managing Chronic Conditions
This book provides an overview of educational considerations for students with chronic
health conditions such as asthma, epilepsy, and diabetes. It outlines health management
plans, emergency preparedness, and academic accommodations. The goal is to help
educators support students’ health needs while ensuring consistent access to learning.
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  13 special education classifications: Disability Classification in Education Lani Florian,
Margaret J. McLaughlin, 2008-04-03 Makes a strong contribution to the field, illuminating many
issues and significant concerns.--Mary Carlson, Special Education TeacherPark Hill K-8 School,
Denver, CO A unique, timeless collection that raises interesting questions about disability
classification internationally.--Wendy Dallman, Special Education TeacherNew London High School,
WI Promote equal educational opportunity through improved classification practices! The
identification of children for special educational services has long been a topic of debate. Are
students classified accurately? Do current classification systems produce adequate education
services? Have systems designed to ensure equity instead resulted in discrimination?Disability
Classification in Education offers a comprehensive analysis of current classification systems and
categorical labels in the United States, the United Kingdom, and other countries. Covering specific
national policies from historical, sociological, and legal perspectives, this collection of articles from a
group of esteemed educational researchers identifies the disparities between different classification
systems and suggests changes based on recent requirements, challenges, and trends. Aligned with
NCLB and the reauthorization of IDEA 2004, this edited volume examines: The evolution of special
education classification policies The relevance of existing disability classification systems Dilemmas
educators face in using current classification procedures Alternatives for serving learners with
special needs Approaches to developing a standardized or universal classification policy Intended to
stimulate discussion and spark change, this guide helps school or district administrators and
university faculty improve the professional practice of those entrusted with the development and
well-being of children with disabilities.
  13 special education classifications: The SAGE Handbook of Special Education Lani
Florian, 2006-11-16 '[T]his book provides an excellent overview of special education, which will be a
valuable resource for teachers, school managers and administrators, parents and indeed anyone
with an interest in the development of provision for pupils with special educational needs. It is also
likely to be an invaluable source book for researchers and postgraduate students alike' - REACH
'The Handbook offers a range of views on how to empower all learners to transcend their current
performance and go beyond the limits' - Journal of Cognitive Education and Psychology `This text
makes an important contribution to special education. Perhaps, more significantly, it makes an
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important contribution to inclusive education, and possibly, even more widely, to education in
general...it is a book that has significance for all of us who wish to move education towards a more
equitable, democratic, humane, and dignified system for our young people' - Education in the North
In recent years there has been increasingly vigorous debate about the nature and purpose of special
education, and what might be considered the appropriate responses to pupils who experience
difficulties in learning. This Handbook brings together the most up to date knowledge of this area
and will serve as the major source book of authoritative information and ideas about current and
future directions for special education. It examines the intricate relation between theory, research
and practice, and places a particular emphasis on what has been learned about providing for
students who experience difficulties in learning, how these understandings can contribute to new
conceptualisations of special education and the development of more inclusive schools. This
comprehensive, research-based work, brings together scholarship on an international level, and
covers topics that transcend national boundaries. It will become essential reading for all
professionals and academics with any interest in this important and dynamic field.
  13 special education classifications: Teaching in Inclusive Classrooms Diane P. Bryant,
Deborah D. Smith, Brian R. Bryant, 2024-02-20 Teaching in Inclusive Classrooms guides educators
through inclusive education using the ADAPT framework. Packed with practical examples,
evidence-based practices, and hands-on strategies, the Third Edition empowers educators to
effectively teach students with disabilities in inclusive environments.
  13 special education classifications: Teaching Students With Special Needs in Inclusive
Classrooms Diane P. Bryant, Brian R. Bryant, Deborah D. Smith, 2019-03-05 Inspire and equip
current and future classroom teachers to ADAPT to the needs of all students. Teaching Students
with Special Needs in Inclusive Classrooms uses the research-validated ADAPT framework (Ask,
Determine, Analyze, Propose, Test) to help teachers determine how, when, and with whom to use
proven academic and behavioral interventions to obtain the best outcomes for students with
disabilities. Through clear language and practical examples, authors Diane P. Bryant, Brian R.
Bryant, and Deborah D. Smith show how to create truly inclusive classrooms through
evidence-based practices and hands-on strategies. The Second Edition includes strategically
reorganized chapters, a new chapter devoted to differentiated instruction, and new classroom
footage and teacher interviews illustrating how readers can implement the strategies discussed in
their own classrooms. With the help of this supportive guide, educators will be inspired to teach
students with disabilities in inclusive settings and be properly equipped to do so effectively. A
Complete Teaching & Learning Package SAGE Premium Video Included in the interactive eBook!
SAGE Premium Video tools and resources boost comprehension and bolster analysis. Interactive
eBook Your students save when you bundle the print version with the Interactive eBook (Bundle
ISBN: 978-1-5443-7037-8), which includes access to SAGE Premium Video and other multimedia
tools. SAGE coursepacks SAGE coursepacks makes it easy to import our quality instructor and
student resource content into your school’s learning management system (LMS). Intuitive and
simple to use, SAGE coursepacks allows you to customize course content to meet your students’
needs. SAGE edge This companion website offers both instructors and students a robust online
environment with an impressive array of teaching and learning resources.
  13 special education classifications: Working With Students With Disabilities Vicki A.
McGinley, Barbara C. Trolley, 2015-09-14 Finally, a book FOR school counselors that specifically
addresses the needs of students with disabilities and how we can interface with the team in
supporting these students. –Nona Cabral, California Baptist University Working with Students with
Disabilities: Preparing School Counselors is an essential tool for all school counselors in training and
in practice with the aim to provide a comprehensive approach to working with students with
disabilities in a school setting. As more students with disabilities are being included, school
counselors need to have a fundamental understanding of the terminology, laws, principles,
collaboration, assessment measures, and psycho-social, diversity issues associated with special
education. This text continues in the trend of providing sound, evidenced-based knowledge with



practical case examples and guided exercises, making the material ′come alive′ and fostering critical
thinking. Working with Students with Disabilities: Preparing School Counselors is part of the SAGE
Counseling and Professional Identity Series, which targets specific competencies identified by
CACREP (Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Programs).
  13 special education classifications: The Routledge Companion to Education James Arthur,
Andrew Peterson, 2013-07-23 The Routledge Companion to Education presents the most
comprehensive, up-to-date guide available to the major topics and theories in education. Forty
specially commissioned chapters, covering all aspects of education, introduce you to the key
thinkers, events, ideas, research and issues that have shaped the field of education.
  13 special education classifications: Census of the Philippine Islands: Mortality,
defective classes, education, and families and dwellings United States. Bureau of the Census,
1905
  13 special education classifications: Education of the Exceptional Child Bill Ray Gearheart,
1983 Originally published by Harper and Row in 1972, this volume provides an overview of the
major exceptionalities including physical and mental handicaps, as well as the 'gifted'. Also examines
public school programs and community resources which deal with these exceptionalities. An
excellent resource for those entering the field of special education and for practitioners.
  13 special education classifications: The Assessment of Child and Adolescent Personality
Howard M. Knoff, 2002-12-31 Now available in paper for the first time, this volume brings together
leading contributors to provide a comprehensive review of theory, research, and practice in child
and adolescent personality assessment. Organized for easy reference, the book is divided into four
parts. Part I summarizes basic theories, issues, and concepts, setting forth a framework for
assessment as a hypothesis- generating, problem-solving process. Part II describes and evaluates a
wide range of relevant approaches, tests, and techniques, marshaling the available data and
reviewing administration procedures, scoring, and interpretation. In Part III, the process by which
personality assessment is translated into effective intervention strategies and programs for children
is examined in depth. A summary of major perspectives and recommended practices is presented in
Part IV, which also considers future needs and directions for the field.
  13 special education classifications: The Complexity of Autism Spectrum Disorders
Michael Wolff, Bradley Bridges, Thomas Denczek, 2018-09-03 Since its first identification, Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) has presented myriad challenges of diagnosis and classification. Our
understanding has evolved from a cluster of diagnostic categories (Asperger’s, Autism, and
Pervasive Development Disorder) to the current continuum of Autism Spectrum Disorder.
Meanwhile, we have progressed from debating the validity of the diagnosis, to considering it a
modern epidemic. This evolution has drawn attention across a variety of fields, including the
neurosciences, education, forensics, and behavioral health. While new research accumulates, there
remains a lack of conceptual and practical clarity about what ASD is, how specific diagnoses might
be delineated, and what we can do to understand and manage the complexity of individuals on the
Spectrum. In understanding ASD, one size does not fit all—families, schools, and clinicians all need a
multi-faceted engagement with the specifics they encounter. This text opens a critical dialogue
through which students, researchers, and clinicians can challenge their ideas about what it means to
work with the unique presentations of individuals on the Spectrum. It provides education, clinical
expertise, and personalization to the lives influenced by the ever-changing dynamics of Autism
Spectrum Disorder.
  13 special education classifications: Cataloging and Classification Athena Salaba, Lois
Mai Chan, 2023-07-24 The new edition of this essential work has raised the bar on an already
excellent text about cataloguing. - Library Journal, Starred Review The fifth edition of the classic
Cataloging and Classification covers the analysis and representation of methods used in describing,
organizing, and providing access to resources made available in or through libraries. Since the last
edition, there have new developments in cataloging, with the introduction of the IFLA Library
Reference Model (LRM) and the new, official RDA, following the 3R Project. This text presents the



essence of library cataloging and classification in terms of four basic functions: descriptive
cataloging, authority work, subject access, and classification. Within this framework, content has
been re-organized, all chapters have been rewritten, and new chapters have been introduced to
incorporate the changes that have occurred during the interval between the four and fifth editions.
In each part, the historical development and underlying principles of the retrieval mechanism at
issue are treated first, because these are considered essential to an understanding of cataloging and
classification. Discussion and examples of provisions in the standards and tools are then presented
to illustrate the operations covered in each chapter. Divided into seven parts-a general overview;
record production and structure, encoding formats, and metadata records; RDA (original and
official); subject access and controlled vocabularies; the organization of library resources; encoding
& records of bibliographic and authority data; and cataloging ethics--this book includes lists of the
standards and tools used in the preparation and processing of cataloging records covered, lists of
RDA elements, and sample records. Its companion website with interactive learning activities and
supplementary materials located at catclassintro.org make it a true multimedia tool.
  13 special education classifications: Social Work Practice Across Disability Juliet Rothman,
2018-03-13 This book will help prepare the reader to work across disabilities by providing
knowledge and training grounded within the ecological framework in four principal areas. The four
principal areas reader will be trained in are: the societal environment and disability; disability and
the individual experience; essential skills for social work micro, mezzo, and macro practice with
people with disabilities; and the resource and support network for persons with disabilities. The
book is organized around four units, each of which addresses one of the areas noted. It is not the
purpose of this book to enable the reader to gain expertise in any one disabling condition or
impairment. Rather, the goal is to provide a broad base of knowledge and skills, which will enable
the reader to work effectively across a variety of disabling conditions. Special educators, social
workers,parents
  13 special education classifications: The Educator’s Guide to ADHD Interventions Judith R.
Harrison, Denise A. Soares, Steven W. Evans, 2023-06-01 Designed specifically for middle and high
school educators, this guidebook clearly and thoroughly breaks down effective classroom-based
interventions for students with ADHD. Chapters walk readers through each intervention, providing
step-by-step implementation guides, describing potential pitfalls and offering critical tips and advice
to help you ensure that your interventions are both culturally responsive and sustainable. Filled with
helpful templates and tools, this book is essential reading for anyone who needs help creating
effective, sustainable interventions for students with ADHD.
  13 special education classifications: Essentials of Evaluating Bias in Intelligence Testing
Craig L. Frisby, 2025-02-11 Thorough overview of the history, viewpoints, and research findings of
bias in intelligence testing Essentials of Evaluating Bias in Intelligence Testing delivers a
comprehensive overview of potential biases that can come to light when making use of IQ tests
across demographics, detailing where bias can work its way into IQ test selection, standardization,
content, administration/scoring, and interpretation and providing key foundational knowledge on
what IQ test bias is versus what it is not as well as the history of bias claims in recent decades.
Research findings are included throughout the book to provide key context. Some of the topics
discussed in this book include: The Larry P. v. Wilson Riles trial decision of 1979, which prohibited
the use of IQ tests for placing Black students in special education programs, and its carryover to
today The heritability of IQ scores, the “nature/nurture” issue, and the role of IQ in the stratification
of subpopulation groups in society Implicit assumptions within claims of standardization bias,
including that all population subgroups must display equal mean scores and that racial/ethnic
groups are internally homogeneous Essentials of Evaluating Bias in Intelligence Testing is an
essential read for educators, academics, and administrators seeking to understand the full picture
on IQ testing and its validity or lack thereof across different demographics.
  13 special education classifications: Census of the Philippine Islands United States.
Bureau of the Census, 1905



  13 special education classifications: Census of the Philippine Islands, Taken Under the
Direction of the Philippine Commission in the Year 1903, in Four Volumes ... United States.
Bureau of the Census, 1905
  13 special education classifications: Current Management in Child Neurology Bernard L.
Maria, 2009 One in ten children seen in primary care practice and 25% of hospitalized children
appear with a neurologic complaint. The fourth edition of Current Management in Child Neurology
provides succinct reviews in the form of superb how-to chapters on the most common neurological
complaints and pathologic conditions seen in pediatric practice. This volume provides clinicians with
a state-of-the-art toolbox for diagnosis and treatment of the most commonly presented neurologic
disorders and dysfunctions in children, including headache, seizures and epilepsy, neurobehavioral
disorders, school readiness, developmental delay, trauma, meningitis and encephalitis, injury to the
preterm and term brains, and status epilepticus. Chapters new to the 4th edition include information
on a range of other conditions such as microcephaly, neurodegenerative disorders, chromosomal
disorders, epilepsy in adolescence, epileptic encephalopathy, pediatric neurotransmitter disorders,
and tropical child neurology as well as current approaches to neonatal or infantile facial
dysmorphism and congenital muscular dystrophies. The 4th edition of Current Management in Child
Neurology has 111 chapters organized into three sections: Clinical Practice Trends, The Office Visit,
and The Hospitalized Child. Each of the sections contains carefully selected readings and Web
resources for practitioners and patients who seek relevant information on topics addressed in the
book's chapters. Since the third edition, online resources have increased exponentially, and Current
Management in Child Neurology directs its readers to the most high-quality information available.
  13 special education classifications: Improving School Accountability - Check-Ups or Choice
Timothy J. Gronberg, Dennis W. Jansen, 2006-07-12 Brings together ten papers by researchers who
tackle economic issues surrounding school accountability reforms. The papers in this volume employ
relevant microeconomic analysis and econometric techniques to provide an understanding of the
vital economic and public policy issues. It is aimed at researchers in business, economics, and other
fields.
  13 special education classifications: Mapping Research and Innovation in Jamaica UNESCO,
2025-01-09
  13 special education classifications: Census of the Phillipine Islands, 1903 United States.
Bureau of the Census, 1905
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