12 days of christmas trivia questions

12 days of christmas trivia questions offer an engaging way to explore the rich traditions and
fascinating history behind the classic holiday carol and the festive season it celebrates. This article
delves into a wide array of trivia questions centered on the beloved "12 Days of Christmas" song,
perfect for holiday parties, classroom activities, or family gatherings. Readers will discover the origins
of the song, the meaning behind each gift mentioned, and interesting cultural facts related to the
twelve days of Christmas. Additionally, this article provides a selection of carefully crafted trivia
questions and answers to challenge and entertain enthusiasts of all ages. By understanding the
background and significance of the 12 days of Christmas, participants can deepen their appreciation
for this timeless holiday tradition. Explore this comprehensive guide and get ready to test your
knowledge with fun and educational 12 days of christmas trivia questions. Below is the table of
contents outlining the main topics covered in this article.
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Origins and History of the 12 Days of Christmas

The "12 Days of Christmas" is a traditional English Christmas carol that dates back to the 18th
century, though its exact origin is somewhat uncertain. The song enumerates a series of increasingly
grand gifts given on each of the twelve days of Christmas, which span from December 25th to January
5th, leading up to the Feast of the Epiphany. This period has long been significant in Western
Christian tradition as a time of celebration and reflection. The song itself may have served as a
memory aid or catechism tool during a time when literacy was not widespread. Understanding the
background of the 12 days helps clarify why each gift symbolizes particular meanings and customs.

The Twelve Days Defined

The twelve days begin on Christmas Day and end on Twelfth Night, which is January 5th. These days
mark the liturgical season celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ and the arrival of the Magi, or Wise
Men. Historically, the twelve days were a time of feasting and merriment, with each day often
associated with specific saints, celebrations, or rituals.



Historical Development of the Song

The earliest known printed version of the "12 Days of Christmas" appeared in a children's book
published in England in 1780. Over time, the song evolved, with variations in the qifts listed and the
melody itself. The repetitive structure has made it a popular choice for both educational purposes and
entertainment during the holiday season.

Meaning Behind the Gifts

Each gift mentioned in the "12 Days of Christmas" carries symbolic significance, often linked to
religious or cultural themes prevalent during the time of the song’s emergence. These meanings add
depth to the seemingly whimsical list of presents and reveal the carol’s potential role as a didactic
tool.

Symbolism of Each Gift

The gifts range from birds to musical instruments, each with a possible interpretation. For instance,
the "partridge in a pear tree" is commonly thought to represent Jesus Christ, while the "two turtle
doves" symbolize the Old and New Testaments. Understanding these symbols provides insight into
the theological and cultural context of the song.

List of Gifts and Their Possible Meanings

e Partridge in a Pear Tree: Jesus Christ or God's love
e Two Turtle Doves: The Old and New Testaments

e Three French Hens: Faith, hope, and charity

Four Calling Birds: The four Gospels

Five Gold Rings: The first five books of the Bible, the Pentateuch

Six Geese a-Laying: The six days of creation

Seven Swans a-Swimming: The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit

Eight Maids a-Milking: The eight beatitudes

Nine Ladies Dancing: The nine fruits of the Holy Spirit

Ten Lords a-Leaping: The Ten Commandments

Eleven Pipers Piping: The eleven faithful apostles

e Twelve Drummers Drumming: The twelve points of belief in the Apostles' Creed



Popular 12 Days of Christmas Trivia Questions

Trivia questions based on the "12 Days of Christmas" can range from easy to challenging, making
them suitable for various audiences. Below are examples of trivia questions designed to test
knowledge about the song’s details, origins, and cultural significance.

Sample Trivia Questions

1. On which date does the 12 days of Christmas celebration begin?

2. What is the first gift mentioned in the "12 Days of Christmas" song?
3. How many golden rings are given in the song?

4. Which qift is said to symbolize the Ten Commandments?

5. What is the significance of the "seven swans a-swimming"?

6. In what century was the "12 Days of Christmas" song first published?
7. What is the last gift given in the song?

8. How many total gifts are given throughout the entire song?

9. Which bird is associated with the Old and New Testaments?

10. What feast marks the end of the 12 days of Christmas?

Answers to Trivia Questions

1. December 25th (Christmas Day)
2. A partridge in a pear tree

3. Five

4. Ten lords a-leaping

5. The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit
6. 18th century (specifically 1780)

7. Twelve drummers drumming



8. Seventy-eight gifts in total
9. Two turtle doves

10. Epiphany (January 6th)

Fun Facts About the 12 Days of Christmas

The "12 Days of Christmas" song and the festive period it represents are rich with interesting facts
that add to the holiday spirit. These fun facts can enhance the trivia experience by providing
additional context and amusement.

Noteworthy Holiday Trivia

e The cumulative nature of the song makes it a popular memory challenge.
e Some versions of the song have different gifts or variations in the order.
e The song has been adapted into various musical styles, including classical, jazz, and pop.

e The phrase "Twelve Days of Christmas" has become synonymous with holiday gift-giving
promotions worldwide.

¢ |In some cultures, the twelfth night is considered the final day for holiday celebrations and
Christmas decorations.

* There are mathematical puzzles based on calculating the total number of gifts given during the
twelve days.

Tips for Hosting a 12 Days of Christmas Trivia Game

Organizing a successful trivia game centered on the 12 days of Christmas can foster festive
engagement and education. The following tips ensure the event is both enjoyable and informative for
all participants.

Preparation and Question Selection

Select questions that vary in difficulty to accommodate different knowledge levels. Incorporate a mix
of factual, symbolic, and fun questions to keep the game dynamic. Preparing answer sheets or digital
responses can enhance the flow of the game.



Engagement Strategies

Encourage group participation and friendly competition by dividing players into teams. Use a timer to
maintain pace and offer small prizes to increase motivation. Including background information
between questions can also enrich the learning experience.

Sample Game Structure

Round 1: Easy questions about the gifts and their order

Round 2: Historical and cultural trivia about the 12 days

Round 3: Symbolism and meaning behind the gifts

Final Round: Challenging questions and rapid-fire answers

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the traditional gift given on the first day of Christmas
in the song 'The Twelve Days of Christmas'?

A partridge in a pear tree.

How many total gifts are given by the end of the twelve days
in the song ‘'The Twelve Days of Christmas'?

A total of 364 gifts.

Which day in the 'Twelve Days of Christmas' features 'five
golden rings'?
The fifth day.

What type of bird is given on the seventh day of Christmas?

Swans, specifically 'seven swans a-swimming.'

In the song, how many pipers are there on the eleventh day?
Eleven pipers piping.



On the tenth day of Christmas, what gift is given?

Ten lords a-leaping.

What is the gift on the eighth day in 'The Twelve Days of
Christmas'?

Eight maids a-milking.

Which day features 'three French hens' as a gift?

The third day of Christmas.

How many total birds are gifted throughout the entire 'Twelve
Days of Christmas' song?

A total of 184 birds.

What is the significance of the 'twelve days' in 'The Twelve
Days of Christmas'?

They represent the twelve days between Christmas Day and the Feast of the Epiphany.

Additional Resources

1. The 12 Days of Christmas Quiz Book: Festive Trivia for the Holidays

This book offers a delightful collection of trivia questions centered around the classic Christmas carol,
"The 12 Days of Christmas." Readers can test their knowledge of the song’s origins, symbolism, and
variations. Perfect for holiday parties and classroom activities, it blends fun with educational content
about Christmas traditions worldwide.

2. Christmas Carols and Trivia: Exploring the 12 Days of Christmas

Dive into the history and meaning behind the beloved carol with this engaging trivia book. It includes
guestions about each gift mentioned in the song, their historical significance, and how the carol has
evolved over time. Additionally, it features interesting facts about Christmas customs linked to the 12
days after Christmas.

3. 12 Days of Christmas: Trivia and Fun Facts for the Whole Family

Designed for all ages, this book combines challenging and easy trivia questions about the 12 days of
Christmas. It includes fun facts about the traditional gifts and their symbolism, as well as stories
about how the song has been interpreted in different cultures. Ideal for family gatherings during the
holiday season.

4. Festive Facts and Trivia: The 12 Days of Christmas Edition

This book offers a comprehensive set of trivia questions that delve into the origins, meanings, and
cultural impact of the 12 days of Christmas. It provides historical context about the twelve gifts and
their connection to medieval and religious traditions. Readers will enjoy testing their knowledge while



learning new holiday trivia.

5. The Ultimate 12 Days of Christmas Trivia Challenge

Challenge yourself and friends with this ultimate trivia book dedicated to the 12 days of Christmas. It
features a variety of question formats, including multiple choice, true or false, and fill-in-the-blank, all
focused on the carol’s lyrics, history, and related festive customs. A perfect addition to holiday game
nights.

6. Holiday Traditions and Trivia: The Story Behind the 12 Days of Christmas

Explore the rich traditions of the 12 days of Christmas through trivia questions and historical insights.
This book uncovers the significance of each day and gift, connecting them to broader Christmas
celebrations around the world. It's both informative and entertaining, making it a great resource for
holiday educators.

7. Christmas Trivia: The 12 Days of Christmas and Beyond

Beyond just the carol, this trivia book expands to include questions about other Christmas customs
and holiday facts tied to the 12 days after Christmas. It offers a broader perspective on how the
festive period is celebrated globally. Readers will enjoy a mix of challenging questions and interesting
anecdotes.

8. The 12 Days of Christmas: A Trivia and History Companion

This companion book provides detailed trivia questions alongside historical background about the 12
days of Christmas. It explains the origins of the song, the symbolism of its gifts, and how the tradition
has been preserved or altered over centuries. A valuable resource for anyone interested in Christmas
history.

9. Christmas Quiz Fun: 12 Days of Christmas Edition

Packed with fun and engaging trivia questions, this book is designed to bring holiday cheer and
challenge readers’ knowledge of the classic carol. It includes themed quizzes, puzzles, and brain
teasers focused on the 12 days of Christmas. Perfect for classrooms, family events, or solo holiday
entertainment.
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map, photographic, and game show quizzes.
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Julie Bonetti, 2016-11-27 Who doesn’t love trivia? Test your holiday I.Q. with 500 unique questions
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customs, practices, religion, decorations, gifts & cards. Some of the 500 questions are difficult, some
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are easy, yet all are thought-provoking and fun. Gift it or get it for yourself to be the life of the party
and spread lots of holiday cheer! Julie Bonetti is an author and podcaster who lives just outside of
Boston, writes and talks about energy and shares her explorations about energy and relationships.

12 days of christmas trivia questions: Christmas & Holiday Trivia - Volume 2 Julie
Bonetti, 2016-11-30 Who doesn’t love trivia? Test your holiday I.Q. with 250 unique questions about
holiday stories & books, movies & television shows, songs & music, food & drink, and customs,
practices, religion, decorations, gifts & cards. This is Volume 2 from the paperback “Christmas &
Holiday Trivia - Volume 1 & Volume 2: 500 Questions: Some difficult, some easy, yet all
thought-provoking & fun!” which is also available. Gift it or get it for yourself to be the life of the
party and spread lots of holiday cheer! Julie Bonetti is an author and podcaster who lives just outside
of Boston, writes and talks about energy and shares her explorations about energy and relationships.

12 days of christmas trivia questions: Christmas & Holiday Trivia - Volume 1 Julie
Bonetti, 2016-11-26 Who doesn’t love trivia? Test your holiday I.Q. with 250 unique questions about
holiday stories & books, movies & television shows, songs & music, food & drink, and customs,
practices, religion, decorations, gifts & cards. This is Volume 1 from the paperback “Christmas &
Holiday Trivia - Volume 1 & Volume 2: 500 Questions: Some difficult, some easy, yet all
thought-provoking & fun!” which is also available. Gift it or get it for yourself to be the life of the
party and spread lots of holiday cheer! Julie Bonetti is an author and podcaster who lives just outside
of Boston, writes and talks about energy and shares her explorations about energy and relationships.

12 days of christmas trivia questions: The Other Side of Trivia Kenneth T. Akama,
2023-01-17 NOT YOUR ORDINARY TRIVIA A page turner. Trivia-informative for Kids, Adults and
Seniors. Packed with captivating images and wit. Comprised of twists, turns and surprises at every
corner. Mystifying trivia questions will thrill your curiosity. They are hidden trivia gems, so get
involved. WELCOME to “The Other Side of Trivia,” reveals every day, undiscovered insights. While
Writing, words came to mind: FUN, EXCITING, MYSTIFYING, INSIGHTFUL, EDUCATIONAL, and,
“ONE OF ITS KIND.” You'll appreciate why I chose the title; “The Other Side of Trivia. This book is
written in a unique format, having one say; “how did he do that?” These are pieces of trivia that
think “outside of the box.” Additionally, each trivia piece surprise makes one say;
“well-whatah-you-know!” “GOOD TO KNOW” Bonuses are added throughout. The intent of “Good to
Know,” is to make sense of larger complex subjects utilizing a broad, straight forward approach. It
incorporates “key” facts and/or examples in an effort to make complex learning, comprehension, and
retention easier. You won't learn everything. But you'll learn stuff like the “origins of the universe,”
within two impactful, easy to read pages including captivating graphics. Great for youth and adults.
TOPICS; This 365-page book is like a library, offering topics from the arts to science and many
others. Trivia topics include: Animals, Education, Environment, Evolution, Food, History, Inspiration,
Military, People, Places, Religion, Science, Space, Sports, Technology and Travel, just to name a few.
“The Other Side of Trivia” Its a “page turner” with Twists & Turns at every corner, and undiscovered
insights. Each with “Well-Whatah-You-Know!”—Surprises. Fun, Exciting, Attention-grabbing.
Informative for kids, adults and seniors. Plenty of Captivating Images and Wit. Hidden fortunes—so
get involved. Mystifying trivia questions will thrill your curiosity. Book format--“How did he do that?
Trivia, thinking “Outside of the box.” “Good To Know” Easy explanations. Plenty of topics, and it’s
“One of Its kind.” Step up your everyday trivia, and challenge yourself to put this book down. *365
Pages

12 days of christmas trivia questions: Creative Forecasting , 2007

12 days of christmas trivia questions: Trivia for Cruising: 50 Quizzes to Fill Those Sea Days!
(Volume 2) Golden Lab Printing, 2025-09-11 Turn every sea day into a trivia challenge! Whether
you're sailing past the castles of the British Isles, exploring the charm of the Baltic, island-hopping
in the Caribbean, marvelling at Alaska’s glaciers, or simply soaking in the ocean views, Trivia for
Cruising: 50 Quizzes to Fill Those Sea Days! (Volume 2) is your perfect onboard entertainment. This
time, the quizzes follow popular cruise itineraries, taking you port by port through 50 of the world’s
popular cruising destinations. Test your knowledge on the places you’ll actually visit, with questions



about landmarks, history, food, culture, and quirky facts from stops such as: - British Isles:
Southampton, Belfast, Edinburgh, and more - Baltics: Stockholm, Riga, Tallinn, and others -
Mediterranean: Athens, Sicily, Marseille, and beyond - Alaska - Seattle, Juneau, Skagway, and more -
Caribbean: San Juan, Antigua and Barbuda, St Lucis, and other island gems - Australia & New
Zealand - Sydney, Auckland, Fiordland, and beyond Each quiz gives you a taste of a full cruise
experience, making this book a perfect match for anyone heading off on one of these iconic routes.
Even if you've picked up Volume 1, you'll find a whole new way to play - this time focused on
itineraries and ports rather than countries. Play one quiz at a time or keep a tally of who's winning
across the whole voyage. Call out your answers, argue your case, and discover who’s the cruising
connoisseur, who knows their cathedrals from their castles, and who's really just here for the
cocktails. Perfect for: - Couples looking to pass the time between ports with some friendly debate -
Families who want to get kids involved - Friends who love some good trivia and a bit of banter -
Anyone who just wants a break from the sightseeing and wants to test their knowledge about the
places they've been! Just good questions, great company, and fun for every stretch of the journey.

12 days of christmas trivia questions: 1000 Trivia Questions for Kids Tom Trifonoff,
2019-07-29 1000 Trivia Questions for Kids continues the challenge in finding out how much young
people know about our world, and beyond. As the title implies, there are 1000 questions that are fun
and challenging for young people in the 9-17 age range. There are many categories in the book, such
as geography, history, maths, English grammar and punctuation, entertainment, sport, science,
current events and even the unusual things that make our world special. 1000 Trivia Questions for
Kids is the perfect companion for teachers in the Years 6-10 grades. They can create their own quiz
rounds with the questions available, they can pick specific questions for the specialist subject they
are teaching, or they can just fire random questions at students to gauge an understanding of the
world. 1000 Trivia Questions for Kids is designed to stimulate thinking in young, inquiring minds, as
well as promote group thinking skills, and also having fun in answering the questions. After the last
question, 1000 Trivia Questions for Kids has the answers to all the questions-some with more
elaboration on the answers. 1000 Trivia Questions for Kids is a terrific addition to any school or
home library.

12 days of christmas trivia questions: Trivia for Camping: 50 Quizzes to Rescue Rainy Days
and Long Afternoons! Golden Lab Printing, 2025-09-11 Trivia, laughter, and bragging rights—all
from the comfort of your camp chair! Trivia for Camping: 50 Quizzes to Rescue Rainy Days and Long
Afternoons! is your ultimate boredom buster for your next camping trip. Whether you're huddled in
the tent during a downpour or lounging under the stars after a long day of adventure, this book
transforms any camping trip into a game show. Inside you'll find 50 themed quizzes with 750 fun,
clever, and surprising questions designed to get everyone talking (and maybe even arguing—in the
best way!). Featuring 8 categories, each with various quizzes ensuring there's something for every
type of trivia lover: - Geography - History & Politics - Science & Nature - Literature & Language -
Entertainment & Pop Culture - Food & Drink - Sports & Games - Travel & Transport Play one quiz at
a time or keep a tally of who’s winning across the whole camping trip. Call out your answers, defend
your guesses, and find out who is the camp trivia master - and who’s just along for the toasted
marshmallows. Perfect for: - Couples looking to pass the time while the fire gets going - Families
who want to get kids off devices and into the game - Friends camping together who love a bit of
banter and brainpower - Solo campers wanting a screen-free challenge between hikes Just good
questions, great company, and fun for every camping trip.

12 days of christmas trivia questions: Trivia Encyclopedia Fred L. Worth, Rh Value
Publishing, 1984-11-07

12 days of christmas trivia questions: Ken Jennings's Trivia Almanac Ken Jennings,
2008-01-15 The all-time champion and host of Jeopardy! gives you the chance to test your trivia
mettle in this ingeniously organized book of 8,888 questions. For example-February 21: In 1912, on
this day, Teddy Roosevelt coined the political phrase “hat in the ring,” so Ken Jennings fires off a
series of “ring” questions. In 1979, who became the first NFL quarterback with four Super Bowl



rings? What rings are divided by the Cassini Division? Also on this date, in 1981, the “goth” music
scene was born in London, so here’s a quiz on black-clad icons like Darth Vader, Johnny Cash, and
Zorro. Do you know the secret identities of Ivanhoe’s Black Knight or Men in Black’s Agent M? In
this ultimate book for trivia buffs and other assorted know-it-alls, the 365 entries feature “This Day
in History” factoids, trivia quizzes, and questions categorized by Jennings as “Easy,” “Hard,” and
“Yeah, Good Luck.” Topics cover every subject under the sun, from paleontology to mixology, sports
feats to Bach suites, medieval popes to daytime soaps. This addictive gathering of facts, oddities,
devilishly clever quizzes, and other flights of fancy will make each day a fun and intriguing new
challenge.

12 days of christmas trivia questions: Cumulated Index to the Books , 1999

12 days of christmas trivia questions: CHRISTMAS TRIVIA NARAYAN CHANGDER,
2023-12-08 Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me
at cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has been
designed for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many objective
questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of each
page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an
engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of
most students while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use
this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.

12 days of christmas trivia questions: American Book Publishing Record Cumulative
1998 R R Bowker Publishing, 1999-03

12 days of christmas trivia questions: Cash Cab Discovery Communications, 2012-03-06
Enjoy the best, most challenging, and most popular questions from the hit Discovery show Cash
Cab—and they're all no fare.The fast-paced, fact-driven, backseat game show fans can now play
without hailing a taxi! This fun and engaging book features: * Organized for easy one-on-one
read-along trivia, or game playing mode * Hundreds of multiple-choice questions that vary in
degrees of difficulty for novice trivia buffs to frontseat know-it-alls * Popular red-light challenges
and shout-outs * Page after page of trivia sidebars and fascinating facts ¢ Cash Cab host Ben
Bailey's favorite places to visit in New York

12 days of christmas trivia questions: Helping Children L.earn Mathematics, 5th Australian
Edition Robert Reys, Mary Lindquist, Diana V. Lambdin, Nancy L. Smith, Anna Rogers, Leicha
Bragg, Audrey Cooke, Melissa Fanshawe, Mark Gronow, 2025-10-10

12 days of christmas trivia questions: The Magnum, P.I. Quiz Book Andy Groom, 2014-11-13
Were you a fan of the 1980s' cult American series Magnum P.I.? Can you remember the names of the
four main characters? Was Magnum P.I. one of your favourite TV shows from yesteryear? If so, you
won't want to be without this new quiz book. What was Magnum'’s iconic Hawaiian shirt called? Who
was the original composer of the Magnum P.I. theme song? In which major film was actor Tom
Selleck originally cast? The answers to these questions and more can all be found inside The
Magnum P.I. Quiz Book. With 300 questions on the characters, the actors who brought them to life,
writers, episodes, guest stars, cars and much more Magnum related trivia, this book will take you
back in time as you relive all those memorable moments from Magnum P.I. Full of facts about the
show that had audiences across the globe glued to their screens, this book will tell you everything
you ever wanted to know about the award-winning, iconic TV series. This is a must-have for Magnum
P.I. fans of all ages.




12 days of christmas trivia questions: Billboard , 1984-12-08 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

12 days of christmas trivia questions: Ultimate Bible Trivia Timothy E. Parker, 2019-10-15
What king made a famous ruling that involved cutting a baby in two? What prophet made deadly
stew edible again? Who plotted the execution of John the Baptist? Who was with Jesus at the
Transfiguration? What was Paul's secret for being content? The answers to these questions and
more can be found in Ultimate Bible Trivia. Created by a Guinness World Record Puzzle Master, this
collection contains not only thousands of challenging trivia questions, it includes these entertaining
bonus materials: - a self-scoring system - some of the most difficult Bible trivia questions of all time -
Did You Know facts - Bible crosswords - Bible word challenges Designed to teach, challenge,
enlighten, and entertain, this compendium of trivia guarantees hours of fun for all ages.

12 days of christmas trivia questions: Forthcoming Books Rose Arny, 2003-04
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Related to 12 days of christmas trivia questions

Movie Quiz: The 12 Days of Movies, Part 2 (Times Union2y) No, in this scene from the classic



1944 musical "Meet Me In St. Louis" Judy Garland's Esther Smith, right, is not singing "The 12 Days

of Christmas," but she is consoling her sister, played by
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