
1804 the hidden history of haiti
1804 the hidden history of haiti unveils a pivotal yet often overlooked chapter in global
history. This year marks the birth of Haiti as the first Black republic and the second
independent nation in the Americas after a successful slave revolt. The story behind Haiti’s
independence is complex, involving brutal colonial exploitation, fierce resistance, and
profound cultural transformation. Exploring the hidden history of Haiti in 1804 reveals not
only the revolutionary achievements but also the subsequent challenges and international
dynamics that shaped the young nation. This article delves into the origins of the Haitian
Revolution, the declaration of independence, and the enduring impact of Haiti's fight for
freedom. It sheds light on the social, economic, and political factors surrounding 1804 and
clarifies why Haiti’s story remains vital to understanding colonialism, resistance, and
identity. The following sections will cover the detailed historical context, key figures, and
the aftermath of Haiti’s independence.

The Prelude to Revolution: Colonial Saint-Domingue

The Haitian Revolution: Path to 1804

The Declaration of Independence and Its Significance

International Response and Economic Consequences

Legacy and Continued Struggles Post-1804

The Prelude to Revolution: Colonial Saint-
Domingue
The island of Saint-Domingue, now Haiti, was a French colony known for its immense wealth
generated primarily through sugar and coffee plantations. This prosperity was built on the
backs of enslaved Africans who endured severe oppression under the plantation system. By
the late 18th century, Saint-Domingue was the richest colony in the Caribbean, yet it was
marked by stark social divisions and brutal exploitation.

Socioeconomic Structure of Saint-Domingue
The colony’s population was divided into several groups: wealthy white planters known as
grands blancs, poorer whites called petits blancs, free people of color (gens de couleur),
and the vast majority enslaved Africans. The rigid racial and class hierarchies created
tension and sowed the seeds for revolt. Enslaved people lived under inhumane conditions,
forced to labor intensely with little hope for freedom.



Influence of Enlightenment and Other Revolutions
The ideas of the Enlightenment and the French Revolution inspired many in Saint-
Domingue, including free people of color and some sympathetic whites. Calls for liberty,
equality, and fraternity resonated, sparking debates on rights and citizenship. However,
these ideals clashed with the realities of slavery and colonial rule, setting the stage for
upheaval.

The Haitian Revolution: Path to 1804
The Haitian Revolution (1791–1804) was the largest and most successful slave rebellion in
history. It began with a series of uprisings led by enslaved Africans aiming to end slavery
and colonial domination. This revolutionary movement evolved into a complex struggle
involving multiple factions, including French, Spanish, British forces, and various Haitian
leaders.

Key Leaders and Their Roles
Among the most prominent figures were Toussaint Louverture, Jean-Jacques Dessalines,
and Henri Christophe. Toussaint Louverture emerged as a brilliant military strategist and
political leader who helped unify rebel forces and negotiate with European powers. After his
capture and death, Jean-Jacques Dessalines took over and led the final push toward
independence.

Major Battles and Turning Points
Several decisive battles shaped the revolution’s outcome, including the 1793 abolition of
slavery by the French government, the defeat of foreign invaders, and the eventual
expulsion of French forces. The revolution was characterized by relentless guerrilla warfare,
shifting alliances, and the determination of enslaved people to claim freedom.

The Declaration of Independence and Its
Significance
On January 1, 1804, Jean-Jacques Dessalines proclaimed the independence of Haiti,
declaring it a free republic. This declaration marked the end of French colonial rule and the
abolition of slavery throughout the territory. Haiti became the first Black-led republic and
the first country in the Western Hemisphere to abolish slavery officially.

The Content of the Declaration
The declaration emphasized the rejection of colonial oppression and slavery, asserting the
right of Haitians to self-governance and dignity. It included a powerful denunciation of the



atrocities committed by the French colonizers and established a sovereign nation dedicated
to liberty and equality.

Symbolism and Impact
Haiti’s independence was a radical challenge to the global order dominated by European
imperial powers and slave economies. It inspired abolitionist movements worldwide and
instilled fear among slaveholders across the Americas. The event underscored the capacity
of oppressed peoples to overthrow entrenched systems of exploitation.

International Response and Economic
Consequences
The global reaction to Haiti’s independence was largely hostile, especially among European
colonial powers and the United States. The new nation faced diplomatic isolation, economic
embargoes, and internal pressures that hampered its development. This section explores
the international dynamics that influenced Haiti’s post-1804 trajectory.

Diplomatic Isolation and Recognition Struggles
Most nations refused to recognize Haiti’s independence immediately, fearing the spread of
slave revolts. France demanded reparations for lost property, including slaves, placing a
heavy financial burden on Haiti. The United States and European countries imposed trade
restrictions, limiting Haiti’s economic opportunities.

Economic Challenges and Reparations
In 1825, under threat of military invasion, Haiti agreed to pay France 150 million francs as
indemnity for the loss of colonial assets. This debt crippled Haiti’s economy for decades,
forcing it to rely on loans and exports under unfavorable conditions. The reparations remain
a significant factor in Haiti’s enduring economic difficulties.

Legacy and Continued Struggles Post-1804
The hidden history of Haiti in 1804 extends beyond the declaration of independence into
the struggles that shaped its future. Despite its revolutionary triumph, Haiti faced ongoing
internal political instability, economic hardship, and external interference. Understanding
this legacy is crucial to appreciating Haiti’s complex history and resilience.

Political Instability and Nation Building
After independence, Haiti experienced divisions among leaders, regional rivalries, and



challenges in establishing a stable government. Leaders like Dessalines and Christophe
played critical roles in nation-building but also faced opposition and conflict. These
struggles influenced Haiti’s political landscape throughout the 19th century.

Cultural Identity and Global Influence
Haiti’s revolution profoundly shaped its cultural identity, emphasizing freedom, resistance,
and African heritage. The Haitian example inspired liberation movements in Latin America
and Africa and contributed to global discussions on human rights and decolonization. Haiti’s
history remains a testament to the enduring quest for justice and equality.

Revolutionary leadership and governance challenges

Economic repercussions of colonial debts

Impact on global abolitionist and independence movements

Preservation of Haitian culture and identity

Ongoing international relations and support efforts

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of '1804: The Hidden History of
Haiti'?
The book explores the overlooked and suppressed history of Haiti's revolution and
independence in 1804, highlighting the struggles and achievements of the Haitian people.

Who is the author of '1804: The Hidden History of
Haiti'?
The book is written by Cyril Lionel Robert James, a renowned historian and writer known for
his works on Caribbean history.

Why is the Haitian Revolution of 1804 considered
significant?
The Haitian Revolution was the first successful slave revolt that led to the establishment of
the first Black republic, challenging colonialism and slavery worldwide.



How does '1804: The Hidden History of Haiti' challenge
traditional historical narratives?
It reveals the biases and omissions in mainstream history that have marginalized Haiti's
revolutionary achievements and contributions to global freedom movements.

What impact did the Haitian Revolution have on the
Atlantic world?
It inspired other slave uprisings, disrupted colonial economies, and forced countries like
France and the United States to reconsider their policies on slavery and colonialism.

Does the book discuss the economic consequences
faced by Haiti post-independence?
Yes, it examines the economic embargoes, reparations imposed by France, and
international isolation that hindered Haiti's development after 1804.

How is the legacy of Toussaint Louverture portrayed in
the book?
Toussaint Louverture is depicted as a brilliant leader whose vision and tactics were crucial
in the success of the Haitian Revolution, though often underrepresented in history.

Why is understanding Haiti's hidden history important
today?
It helps recognize the resilience and agency of oppressed peoples, challenges Eurocentric
historical perspectives, and informs current discussions on race, colonialism, and global
justice.

Additional Resources
1. 1804: The Hidden History of Haiti by Carolyn E. Fick
This book offers a detailed and nuanced exploration of Haiti's revolution and its aftermath,
focusing on the often overlooked perspectives of everyday Haitians. Fick delves into the
social, political, and cultural transformations that occurred during and after 1804,
challenging traditional narratives. The work is praised for its rich archival research and its
effort to reveal the complexities of Haitian society beyond the revolution’s immediate
political events.

2. Avengers of the New World: The Story of the Haitian Revolution by Laurent Dubois
Dubois provides a comprehensive account of the Haitian Revolution, highlighting the
struggles and triumphs of enslaved Africans who fought for freedom. The book
contextualizes the revolution within the broader Atlantic world and explores its profound
impact on global history. It emphasizes the revolutionary leaders and the social changes



that shaped modern Haiti.

3. The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L’Ouverture and the San Domingo Revolution by C.L.R.
James
A classic work on the Haitian Revolution, this book focuses on the leadership of Toussaint
L’Ouverture and the revolutionary struggle against French colonial rule. James combines
historical narrative with political analysis to underscore the revolution’s significance as a
major anti-colonial and anti-slavery movement. The book remains a seminal text in the
study of Caribbean history and revolutionary movements.

4. Haiti: The Aftershocks of History by Laurent Dubois
This book explores Haiti’s turbulent history from its revolutionary beginnings through the
20th century, analyzing the legacy of 1804 and how it has shaped the nation’s identity and
challenges. Dubois discusses the political, economic, and social consequences of Haiti’s
independence and how global powers influenced its development. The narrative provides
insight into the ongoing struggles Haiti faces today.

5. The Making of Haiti: The Saint Domingue Revolution from Below by Carolyn E. Fick
Fick’s work focuses on the grassroots movements and popular uprisings that fueled the
Haitian Revolution, shedding light on the lives of enslaved people and their roles in
reshaping their society. The book challenges elite-centric histories by emphasizing bottom-
up perspectives and social history. It offers a vivid portrayal of the revolutionary period
from the viewpoint of the common people.

6. Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History by Michel-Rolph Trouillot
In this influential work, Trouillot examines how history is written and remembered, using
the Haitian Revolution and the events of 1804 as a case study. He discusses the silences
and gaps in historical narratives, particularly regarding Haiti’s role in global history. The
book critically analyzes the politics of memory and historiography.

7. Haiti: State Against Nation by Michel-Rolph Trouillot
Trouillot explores the political history of Haiti post-independence, focusing on the tensions
between state formation and national identity. The book provides an in-depth analysis of
the challenges Haiti faced in consolidating its sovereignty after 1804. It offers valuable
context for understanding the long-term impacts of the revolution on Haitian governance.

8. Haitian Revolutionary Studies by David Patrick Geggus
This collection of essays examines various aspects of the Haitian Revolution, including
military strategies, social structures, and international reactions to Haiti’s independence.
Geggus brings together scholarship that highlights both the revolutionary process and its
aftermath. The book is essential for readers seeking a scholarly, multifaceted
understanding of 1804.

9. The Kingdom of This World by Alejo Carpentier
Though a historical novel rather than a strict history, Carpentier’s work vividly dramatizes
the Haitian Revolution and its mystical, cultural dimensions. The novel blends history with
magical realism to explore themes of power, resistance, and transformation in Haiti. It
provides a literary perspective that complements historical studies of the 1804 revolution.
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  1804 the hidden history of haiti: Slave Revolt on Screen Alyssa Goldstein Sepinwall,
2021-05-28 Recipient of the 2021 Honorary Mention for the Haiti Book Prize from the Haitian
Studies Association In Slave Revolt on Screen: The Haitian Revolution in Film and Video Games
author Alyssa Goldstein Sepinwall analyzes how films and video games from around the world have
depicted slave revolt, focusing on the Haitian Revolution (1791–1804). This event, the first
successful revolution by enslaved people in modern history, sent shock waves throughout the
Atlantic World. Regardless of its historical significance however, this revolution has become less
well-known—and appears less often on screen—than most other revolutions; its story, involving
enslaved Africans liberating themselves through violence, does not match the
suffering-slaves-waiting-for-a-white-hero genre that pervades Hollywood treatments of Black history.
Despite Hollywood’s near-silence on this event, some films on the Revolution do exist—from
directors in Haiti, the US, France, and elsewhere. Slave Revolt on Screen offers the first-ever
comprehensive analysis of Haitian Revolution cinema, including completed films and planned
projects that were never made. In addition to studying cinema, this book also breaks ground in
examining video games, a pop-culture form long neglected by historians. Sepinwall scrutinizes video
game depictions of Haitian slave revolt that appear in games like the Assassin’s Creed series that
have reached millions more players than comparable films. In analyzing films and games on the
revolution, Slave Revolt on Screen calls attention to the ways that economic legacies of slavery and
colonialism warp pop-culture portrayals of the past and leave audiences with distorted
understandings.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: The Afrikan Revolution in Ayiti Kimoni Yaw Ajani,
2023-12-18 Throughout the history of Western academia, there have been scholars who have
interpreted and examined various aspects of human history and made it a point to universalize their
own interpretations of different people’s histories and cultures. This type of scholarship tends to
ignore the contributions and historical realities of other people. This case is especially true of the
scholars who have interpreted the historiography around the Afrikan revolution in Ayiti, otherwise
known as The Haitian Revolution. Kimoni Yaw Ajani’s, The Afrikan Revolution in Ayiti: Libète ou
Lanmò, Freedom or Death is an Afrocentric re-examination and interpretation around the
historiography of the Revolution in Ayiti and provides an in-depth study that highlights several
significant Afrikan epistemological and cosmological aspects that led to freedom. These aspects
include but are not limited to: the persistence of Afrikan complementary forces in Ayiti,
Vodou/Vodun and Afrikan cosmology, Afrikan combat traditions such as Tire Machèt, and the
numerous Afrikan languages, personalities, and roles that emerged from the growing numbers of
Afrikans brought to Ayiti as a result of the European slave trade. Ajani calls for building communities
on the best of Afrikan epistemological foundations and reclaiming Afrikan history.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: The Way Up Errol L. Pierre, Jim Jermanok, 2022-12-02
Practical and actionable advice for minorities seeking concrete strategies to help them move up the
corporate ladder In The Way Up: Climbing the Corporate Mountain as a Professional of Color,
accomplished executive Dr. Errol L. Pierre delivers a pragmatic and actionable guide to help
underrepresented individuals from all ethnic backgrounds achieve their professional goals and
elevate their careers in today’s virtual workplace. The book takes a step-by-step approach to
understanding the skills and strategies required to move from entry-level and middle management
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roles to the executive ranks. Readers will also find: A collection of key lessons and short stories
containing practical advice designed to help readers achieve their professional potential Strategies
proven to work in the real-world, full of innovative insights and practical know-how Tips on
navigating the offices and Zoom calls that make up today’s employment environment An
indispensable discussion of what it takes to succeed in today’s hyper-competitive professional
environment, The Way Up will earn a place in the libraries of newly graduated businesspeople as
well as seasoned pros seeking to advance their careers.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: Handbook of Racism, Xenophobia, and Populism Adebowale
Akande, 2022-12-08 This handbook presents the roots of symbolic racism as partly in both anti-black
antagonism and non-racial conservative attitudes and values, representing a new form of racism
independent of older racial and political attitudes. By doing so, it homes in on certain historical
incidents and episodes and presents a cogent analysis of anti-black, Jim Crowism, anti-people of
color (Black, Latino, Native Americans), and prejudice that exists in the United States and around
the world as a central tenet of racism. The book exposes the reader to the nature and practice of
stereotyping, negative bias, social categorization, modern forms of racism, immigration law
empowerment, racialized incarceration, and police brutality in the American heartland. It states that
several centuries of white Americans’ negative socializing culture marked by widespread negative
attitudes toward African Americans, are not eradicated and are still rife. Further, the book provides
a panoramic view of trends of racial discrimination and other negative and desperate challenges that
Black, Indigenous, and People of Color face across the world. Finally, the volume examines
xenophobia, racism, prejudice, and stereotyping in different contexts, including topics such as
Covid-19, religion and racism, information manipulation, and populism. The book, therefore, is a
must-read for students, researchers, and scholars of political science, psychology, history, sociology,
communications/media studies, diplomatic studies, and law in general, as well as ethnic and racial
studies, American politics, global affairs, populism, and discrimination in particular.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: Hidden in the Rubble: A Haitian Pilgrimage to
Compassion and Resurrection Gerard Thomas Straub, 2010
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: Echoes of the Haitian Revolution, 1804-2004 Martin
Munro, Elizabeth Walcott-Hackshaw, 2008 The bicentenary of Haitian independence in 2004
triggered a renewed interest in Haitian history and culture. In many ways, however, much work is
still required in this fertile field. Reinterpreting the Haitian Revolution and Its Cultural Aftershocks,
the first collection of essays edited by Martin Munro and Elizabeth Walcott-Hackshaw, addressed
the repercussions of the Haitian Revolution in Haiti, the Caribbean, North America and Europe. This
present volume develops and complements the previous collection to meet the growing demand for
original scholarly work on Haiti. Widening the cultural lens to include diasporic studies, art, and
questions of race and gender, Echoes of the Haitian Revolution exposes how the history of Haiti has
shaped our ideas of race, nation and civilization in ways that we are often unaware of. Haiti's lessons
continue to engage us in a dynamic dialog that compels us to question and revisit received
arguments. The essays collected here provoke and stimulate these necessary conversations by
approaching the legacies and repercussions of the revolution from a cultural perspective.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: Western Historiography in Asia Q. Edward Wang,
Okamoto Michihiro, Longguo Li, 2022-02-21 This volume provides a unique and critical perspective
on how Chinese, Japanese and Korean scholars engage and critique the West in their historical
thinking. It showcases the dialogue between Asian experts and their Euro-American counterparts
and offers valuable insights on how to challenge and overcome Eurocentrism in historical writing.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: Haiti's Predatory Republic Robert Fatton, 2002 With the
collapse of the Duvalier dictatorship in 1986 came optimistic hopes for a transition toward a sound
democracy, accompanied by economic development and social peace--a vision which has failed to
materialize in the past 15 years. A native of Haiti, Fatton (government, U. of Virginia) analyzes
Haitian politics from 1986 to 2001, revealing the complications and conflicts which have slowed the
country's progress toward an effective democracy. The author also explores alternatives which could



lead the country toward success. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: Hidden Religion Micah Issitt, Carlyn Main, 2014-09-16
Covering secret societies, mysterious ancient traditions, and the often-mistaken history of the
world's religious symbols, this book takes readers on a tour through the fascinating world of
religious symbolism and reveals the most mysterious and misunderstood facets of religion. Hidden
Religion: The Greatest Mysteries and Symbols of the World's Religious Beliefs not only explores the
history and origins of widely recognizable symbols, like the Christian cross and the Star of David,
but also introduces readers to more obscure symbols from religious traditions around the
world—even defunct ones like those of the ancient Aztec and Mayan societies. In addition, the book
discusses the religious secrets found in the major religions, including secret societies of Christianity,
Judaism, Islam, and Buddhism. Containing more than 170 entries, the encyclopedia is organized by
religious category, such as Abrahamic, East Asian, and African Diasporic religions, then
alphabetically within each category. Each entry is prefaced with a short introduction that explains
where and when the religious tradition originated and describes the religion today. This information
is followed by an analysis of the historical development and use of symbols along with an explanation
of connections between symbols used by different religions, such as shared astrological symbolism
in the form of moon, sun, or star motifs.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: The Future of Liberal Democracy Robert Fatton Jr., R.
Ramazani, 2004-10-28 Top scholars and practitioners from a variety of ideological perspectives
consider liberal democracy and the Jeffersonian legacy, both in relation to key issues in the practice
and theory of rights (human rights, individual rights) and in relation to key themes in political
thought such as citizenship and participation that remain at the forefront of our debates about
public life today. The first section of this collection provides historical and theoretical perspectives
on Jefferson's ideals and thought. The second section explores the key themes of sovereignty,
citizenship, participation, and accountability. A concluding section analyzes the relevance and place
of Jefferson's legacy and the fate of liberal democracy in today's world. Contributors offer varying
perspectives on questions such as: Is what is good for America good for the rest of the world? What
are the constraints that exist on the global spread of democracy, liberal or otherwise?
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: The Enslaved and Their Enslavers Edward Pearson,
2023-09-19 In The Enslaved and Their Enslavers, Edward Pearson offers a sweeping history of
slavery in South Carolina, from British settlement in 1670 to the dawn of the Civil War. For enslaved
peoples, the shape of their daily lives depended primarily on the particular environment in which
they lived and worked, and Pearson examines three distinctive settings in the province: the
extensive rice and indigo plantations of the coastal plain; the streets, workshops, and wharves of
Charleston; and the farms and estates of the upcountry. In doing so, he provides a fine-grained
analysis of how enslaved laborers interacted with their enslavers in the workplace and other
locations where they encountered one another as plantation agriculture came to dominate the
colony. The Enslaved and Their Enslavers sets this portrait of early South Carolina against broader
political events, economic developments, and social trends that also shaped the development of
slavery in the region. For example, the outbreak of the American Revolution and the subsequent war
against the British in the 1770s and early 1780s as well as the French and Haitian revolutions all
had a profound impact on the institution’s development, both in terms of what enslaved people drew
from these events and how their enslavers responded to them. Throughout South Carolina’s long
history, enslaved people never accepted their enslavement passively and regularly demonstrated
their fundamental opposition to the institution by engaging in acts of resistance, which ranged from
vandalism to arson to escape, and, on rare occasions, organizing collectively against their
oppression. Their attempts to subvert the institution in which they were held captive not only
resulted in slaveowners tightening formal and informal mechanisms of control but also generated
new forms of thinking about race and slavery among whites that eventually mutated into pro-slavery
ideology and the myth of southern exceptionalism.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: ECHOES OF LOST CIVILIZATIONS Warren Lake,



2024-01-18 This eclectic and imaginative interpretation of history, assembled primarily in the
decade following the inception of the World Wide Web, explores the myriad perspectives of both
professional and unconventionally spirited amateur historians. It delves into the annals of world
history, spanning an ambitious timeline from 20 billion BC to the present year of 2023, weaving
together a tapestry of narratives that range from the rigorously factual to the whimsically
fantastical.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: The Atlantic World Thomas Benjamin, 2009-02-16 From
1400 to 1900 the Atlantic Ocean served as a major highway, allowing people and goods to move
easily between Europe, Africa, and the Americas. These interactions and exchanges transformed
European, African, and American societies and led to the creation of new peoples, cultures,
economies, and ideas throughout the Atlantic arena. The Atlantic World provides a comprehensive
and lucid history of one of the most important and impactful cross-cultural encounters in human
history. Empires, economies, and trade in the Atlantic world thrived due to the European drive to
expand as well as the creative ways in which the peoples living along the Atlantic's borders adapted
to that drive. This comprehensive, cohesively written textbook offers a balanced view of the activity
in the Atlantic world. The 40 maps, 60 illustrations, and multiple excerpts from primary documents
bring the history to life. Each chapter offers a reading list for those interested in a more in-depth
look at the period.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: Reclaiming Haiti's Futures Darlène Elizabeth Dubuisson,
2024-12-13 Haiti was once a beacon of Black liberatory futures, but now it is often depicted as a
place with no future where emigration is the only way out for most of its population. But Reclaiming
Haiti's Futures tells a different story. It is a story about two generations of Haitian scholars who
returned home after particular crises to partake in social change. The first generation, called
jenerasyon 86, were intellectuals who fled Haiti during the Duvalier dictatorship (1957–1986). They
returned after the regime fell to participate in the democratic transition through their political
leadership and activism. The younger generation, dubbed the jenn doktè, returned after the 2010
earthquake to partake in national reconstruction through public higher education reform. An
ethnography of the future, the book explores how these returned scholars resisted coloniality's
fractures and displacements by working toward and creating inhabitability or future-oriented places
of belonging through improvisation, rasanblaj (assembly), and radical imagination. By centering on
Haiti and the Caribbean, the book offers insights not just into the Haitian experience but also into
how fractures have come to typify more aspects of life globally and what we might do about it.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: Hidden in Plain Sight John T. Matthews, 2020-04-22 For as
long as the United States owed its prosperity to a New World plantation complex, from colonial
settlement until well into the twentieth century, the toxic practices associated with its permutations
stimulated imaginary solutions to the contradiction with the nation’s enlightenment ideals and
republican ideology. Ideals of liberty, democracy, and individualism could not be separated from a
history of forcible coercion, oligarchic power, and state-protected economic opportunism. While
recent historical scholarship about the relation of capitalism to slavery explores the depths at which
U.S. ascension was indebted to global plantation slave economies, John T. Matthews probes how
exemplary works of literature represented the determination to deny the open secret of a national
atrocity. Difficult truths were hidden in plain sight, allowing beholders at once to recognize and
disavow knowledge they would not act on. What were the habits of mind that enabled free
Americans to acknowledge what was intolerable yet act as if they did not? In what ways did
non-slave-owning Americans imagine a relation to slavery that both admitted its iniquity and
accepted its benefits? How did the reconfiguration of the plantation system after the Civil War elicit
new literary forms for dealing with its perpetuation of racial injustice, expropriation of labor, and
exploitation for profit of the land? Hidden in Plain Sight examines signal nineteenth-century works
by Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, and Joel Chandler Harris to show how
writers portrayed a nation founded on the unseen seen of slavery’s capitalism.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: Notions of Identity, Diaspora, and Gender in Caribbean



Women's Writing B. Mehta, 2009-09-14 Notions of Identity, Diaspora, and Gender in Caribbean
Women's Writing uses a unique four-dimensional lens to frame questions of diaspora and gender in
the writings of women from Martinique, Guadeloupe, and Haiti. These divergent and interconnected
perspectives include violence, trauma, resistance, and expanded notions of Caribbean identity. In
these writings, diaspora represents both a wound created by slavery and Indian indenture and the
discursive praxis of defining new identities and cultural possibilities. These framings of identity
provide inclusive and complex readings of transcultural Caribbean diasporas, especially in terms of
gender and minority cultures.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: The Hidden Form of Capital Peter L. Berger, Gordon
Redding, 2011-10-01 ‘The Hidden Form of Capital’ presents evidence from several parts of the
changing world about how the realm of the spirit affects the economy. Instead of adding to the
theoretical speculation on the role of culture in economic progress, this book provides evidence from
recent analytical studies in Europe, Asai, Africa, Russia, and the United States.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: The World That Made New Orleans Ned Sublette,
2008-01-01 STRONGNamed one of the Top 10 Books of 2008 by The Times-Picayune.
STRONGWinner of the 2009 Humanities Book of the Year award from the Louisiana Endowment for
the Humanities.STRONG STRONGAwarded the New Orleans Gulf South Booksellers Association
Book of the Year Award for 2008. New Orleans is the most elusive of American cities. The product of
the centuries-long struggle among three mighty empires--France, Spain, and England--and among
their respective American colonies and enslaved African peoples, it has always seemed like a foreign
port to most Americans, baffled as they are by its complex cultural inheritance. The World That
Made New Orleans offers a new perspective on this insufficiently understood city by telling the
remarkable story of New Orleans's first century--a tale of imperial war, religious conflict, the search
for treasure, the spread of slavery, the Cuban connection, the cruel aristocracy of sugar, and the
very different revolutions that created the United States and Haiti. It demonstrates that New
Orleans already had its own distinct personality at the time of Louisiana's statehood in 1812. By
then, important roots of American music were firmly planted in its urban swamp--especially in the
dances at Congo Square, where enslaved Africans and African Americans appeared en masse on
Sundays to, as an 1819 visitor to the city put it, “rock the city.” This book is a logical continuation of
Ned Sublette's previous volume, Cuba and Its Music: From the First Drums to the Mambo, which
was highly praised for its synthesis of musical, cultural, and political history. Just as that book has
become a standard resource on Cuba, so too will The World That Made New Orleans long remain
essential for understanding the beautiful and tragic story of this most American of cities.
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: Hidden Transcripts and the Arts of Resistance Richard A.
Horsley, 2004 The essays in this volume develop the highly suggestive insights and theory of James
C. Scott-especially those related to patterns of domination and subordination, the role of religion in
supporting or opposing the powerful, and the arts of resistance by the subordinated-to tackle key
issues in the interpretation of Jesus and Paul. All the contributors implicitly or explicitly assume a
stance sympathetic with subordinated peoples of the past and present. While all pursue primarily
critical literary, historical, and social analysis on New Testament texts in historical contexts, some
also examine illuminating historical or contemporary comparative materials. In addition, some even
find Scott useful in critical self-examination of scholarly motives, stances, and approaches in relation
to texts and their uses. The contributors are Allen Dwight Callahan, Warren Carter, Neil Elliott,
Susan M. Elliott, Erik Heen, William R. Herzog II, Richard A. Horsley, Cynthia Briggs Kittredge, and
Gerald West. Paperback edition is available from the Society of Biblical Literature
(www.sbl-site.org).
  1804 the hidden history of haiti: Worlds of Labour Turned Upside Down , 2020-09-29 This
volume offers a bold restatement of the importance of social history for understanding modern
revolutions. The essays collected in Worlds of Labour Turned Upside Down provide global case
studies examining: - changes in labour relations as a causal factor in revolutions; - challenges to
existing labour relations as a motivating factor during revolutions; - the long-term impact of



revolutions on the evolution of labour relations. The volume examines a wide range of revolutions in
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, covering examples from South-America, Africa, Asia, and
Western and Eastern Europe. The volume goes beyond merely examining the place of industrial
workers, paying attention to the position of slaves, women working on the front line of civil war,
colonial forced labourers, and white collar workers. Contributors are: Knud Andresen, Zsombor
Bódy, Pepijn Brandon, Dimitrii Churakov, Gabriel Di Meglio, Kimmo Elo, Adrian Grama, Renate
Hürtgen, Peyman Jafari, Marcel van der Linden, Tiina Lintunen, João Carlos Louçã, Stefan Müller,
Raquel Varela, and Felix Wemheuer.
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