1940 ford business coupe

1940 ford business coupe stands as an iconic representation of American
automotive design from the pre-war era. Renowned for its distinctive style,
robust engineering, and versatility, this classic vehicle has captured the
admiration of car enthusiasts and collectors alike. The 1940 Ford Business
Coupe combined practicality with elegance, making it a popular choice for
business owners and drivers who needed a reliable yet stylish vehicle. This
article delves into the detailed history, design features, mechanical
specifications, and restoration tips for the 1940 Ford Business Coupe.
Additionally, it explores the cultural significance and market value of this
vintage automobile in today’'s collector car landscape. Readers will gain
comprehensive insights into why the 1940 Ford Business Coupe remains a
celebrated classic car. The following sections will provide a structured
overview of the key aspects of this remarkable vehicle.
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Design and Styling Features
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Restoration and Maintenance Tips
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History and Background of the 1940 Ford
Business Coupe

The 1940 Ford Business Coupe was introduced during a significant period in
automotive history, reflecting the transition from the 1930s to the more
modern styling and engineering approaches of the 1940s. Ford Motor Company
had established itself as a leader in producing affordable, durable vehicles,
and the Business Coupe was designed specifically for commercial users and
small business owners who required a vehicle that was both functional and
economical. Unlike the standard coupe models, the Business Coupe variant was
equipped without rear seats to maximize cargo space, catering to delivery
drivers and tradespeople.



Development and Production

Produced as part of Ford’s 1940 model lineup, the Business Coupe was based on
the Ford Deluxe series. It featured the same chassis and engine options but
was tailored for utility purposes. The 1940 production run saw Ford
continuing to refine its V8 engines and chassis design to enhance performance
and reliability. The Business Coupe was manufactured primarily in the United
States and quickly became a staple in urban and rural business
transportation.

Market Position 1in 1940

At the time, the 1940 Ford Business Coupe was marketed as an economical yet
stylish vehicle for business operators. Its combination of a powerful V8
engine and lightweight body made it competitive in its segment. The model was
priced attractively, making it accessible to a wide range of customers
needing a reliable work vehicle without sacrificing style.

Design and Styling Features

The design of the 1940 Ford Business Coupe was emblematic of the late Art
Deco and Streamline Moderne influences prevalent in automotive styling of the
era. Ford engineers and designers focused on aerodynamics, smooth curves, and
a cohesive aesthetic that set the vehicle apart from its predecessors and
competitors.

Exterior Styling

The coupe featured a sleek, rounded body with integrated fenders and a
prominent grille. The hood design incorporated horizontal bars and a central
chrome strip, emphasizing strength and sophistication. The absence of rear
passenger seats allowed for a customized cargo area, which was accessible via
two doors, making loading and unloading efficient for business purposes.

Color Options and Trim

Ford offered a variety of factory colors for the Business Coupe, ranging from
classic black and navy blue to brighter two-tone paint schemes. Chrome
accents were strategically placed to enhance visual appeal, such as on the
bumpers, grille, and window trim. The minimalistic but purposeful trim design
contributed to the vehicle’s professional appearance.



Mechanical Specifications and Performance

The 1940 Ford Business Coupe was equipped with reliable mechanical components
that emphasized durability and power, suitable for commercial use. The
engineering focus was on providing a balance between performance and fuel
efficiency.

Engine Options

The primary engine available for the Business Coupe was Ford’s flathead V8, a
221 cubic inch displacement powerplant producing approximately 85 horsepower.
This engine was praised for its torque and smooth operation, making it ideal
for both city driving and longer hauls. Some models were also available with
a 6-cylinder engine, providing a more economical option for budget-conscious
buyers.

Transmission and Drivetrain

The vehicle came standard with a 3-speed manual transmission, featuring a
column-mounted shifter for ease of use. Rear-wheel drive was standard,
delivering power efficiently to the pavement. The suspension system employed
a solid front axle and leaf springs, ensuring a durable and comfortable ride
despite rough road conditions common in that era.

Performance Metrics

Thanks to its lightweight body and powerful V8 engine, the 1940 Ford Business
Coupe was capable of reaching top speeds around 75 mph. Acceleration was
adequate for the time, and braking was managed by mechanical drum brakes on
all four wheels. The car’s handling was considered stable and predictable,
important for commercial drivers navigating busy streets or country roads.

Interior and Comfort

While the 1940 Ford Business Coupe prioritized utility, it also incorporated
features to ensure driver comfort and functionality. The interior was
designed with simplicity and practicality in mind, reflecting its commercial
purpose.



Seating and Layout

The Business Coupe was unique in that it lacked a rear passenger seat,
allowing for an expanded cargo area behind the front seats. The front bench
seat was upholstered in durable materials, usually cloth or vinyl, designed
to withstand heavy use. The driving position offered good visibility and
ergonomics for long hours on the road.

Dashboard and Controls

The dashboard featured straightforward instrumentation including a
speedometer, fuel gauge, oil pressure gauge, and ammeter. Controls were
logically arranged for ease of operation, and the steering wheel was large to
provide leverage given the absence of power steering. Heating options were
minimal but functional, with a basic heater unit integrated into the
dashboard.

Restoration and Maintenance Tips

Restoring a 1940 Ford Business Coupe requires attention to detail and an
understanding of vintage automotive technology. Many enthusiasts undertake
restoration projects to preserve or enhance the vehicle’s original condition.

Key Restoration Areas

e Bodywork: Addressing rust and maintaining the original sheet metal is
crucial. Proper sanding, priming, and painting techniques should be
employed to preserve the car’s classic look.

e Engine Rebuild: The flathead V8 can be rebuilt or upgraded with modern
components to improve reliability and performance while retaining
originality.

e Electrical System: Inspecting and upgrading wiring harnesses ensures
safety and functionality. Converting to a 12-volt system is a common
upgrade.

e Interior Restoration: Upholstery, dashboard components, and trim should
be restored using period-correct materials and patterns.

» Suspension and Brakes: Overhauling these systems improves safety and
driving comfort.



Maintenance Recommendations

Regular o0il changes, coolant system checks, and brake inspections are
essential for keeping the 1940 Ford Business Coupe in running condition.
Using quality replacement parts and consulting vintage car specialists helps
maintain authenticity and performance.

Market Value and Collectibility

The 1940 Ford Business Coupe holds a significant place in the classic car
market due to its historical importance and distinctive design. Its value is
influenced by factors such as originality, condition, and rarity.

Current Market Trends

Well-preserved or expertly restored Business Coupes command premium prices
among collectors. The demand for pre-war Ford models remains strong, with
prices varying depending on the vehicle’s provenance and mechanical
condition. Auction results and private sales indicate a steady appreciation
in value over recent years.

Factors Affecting Value

1. Originality of parts and paint

2. Completeness of restoration

3. Engine condition and mileage

4. Historical documentation and ownership records

5. Availability of rare factory options

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The 1940 Ford Business Coupe is more than just a vehicle; it represents an



era of American industry and design that influenced automotive trends for
decades. Its combination of utility and style made it a symbol of the
hardworking American spirit during a challenging economic period. The model
has appeared in numerous films, car shows, and vintage racing events,
cementing its status as a cultural icon.

Influence on Automotive Design

The streamlined design elements and engineering advancements of the 1940 Ford
Business Coupe set standards for future Ford models and inspired competitors.
The flathead V8 engine remained a beloved powerplant with a strong following
in hot rod and custom car communities.

Presence in Popular Culture

Classic car enthusiasts and historians often highlight the 1940 Ford Business
Coupe in exhibitions and media, celebrating its contribution to automotive
heritage. Its distinctive silhouette and historic significance continue to
draw admiration and respect from a broad audience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1940 Ford Business
Coupe?

The 1940 Ford Business Coupe features a sleek, streamlined design with a
flathead V8 engine, a two-door body style, and was popular for its durability
and performance during the era.

How much does a 1940 Ford Business Coupe typically
cost today?

The price of a 1940 Ford Business Coupe varies widely depending on condition
and originality, generally ranging from $25,000 for a driver-quality model to
over $60,000 for a fully restored or customized version.

What engine options were available for the 1940 Ford
Business Coupe?

The 1940 Ford Business Coupe was commonly equipped with a 221 cubic inch
(3.6L) flathead V8 engine producing around 85 horsepower, which was known for
its reliability and ease of maintenance.



Is the 1940 Ford Business Coupe a good candidate for
hot rod customization?

Yes, the 1940 Ford Business Coupe is a popular choice for hot rod enthusiasts
due to its classic styling, strong V8 engine, and availability of aftermarket
parts, making it ideal for customization projects.

What makes the 1940 Ford Business Coupe historically
significant?

The 1940 Ford Business Coupe is historically significant because it
represents the pre-World War II American automotive design and engineering,
showcasing Ford's transition to more modern styling and powerful engines
during that period.

Additional Resources

1. The 1940 Ford Business Coupe: A Classic American Icon

This book explores the history and significance of the 1940 Ford Business
Coupe, highlighting its design, engineering, and cultural impact. It includes
detailed photographs and specifications, offering enthusiasts a comprehensive
look at this classic vehicle. The author also delves into the car’s role
during the pre-war era and its enduring appeal among collectors.

2. Restoring the 1940 Ford Business Coupe: A Step-by-Step Guide

A practical manual for car restorers, this book provides detailed
instructions on restoring the 1940 Ford Business Coupe to its original glory.
From mechanical repairs to bodywork and interior refurbishment, it covers
every aspect of the restoration process. The guide is filled with tips, tools
recommendations, and before-and-after photos to assist both beginners and
experienced restorers.

3. Ford’s 1940 Business Coupe: Engineering and Innovation

This book examines the technical advancements and engineering breakthroughs
that made the 1940 Ford Business Coupe stand out. It discusses the vehicle’s
V8 engine, chassis design, and production techniques used by Ford at the
time. Readers gain insight into how innovation in this model helped shape the
future of American automobiles.

4. Customizing the 1940 Ford Business Coupe: Hot Rod Culture and Beyond
Focusing on the customization and hot rod culture surrounding the 1940 Ford
Business Coupe, this book showcases iconic modified versions of the car. It
features interviews with custom builders, detailed photos, and stories from
car shows and races. The book celebrates the creativity and passion of
enthusiasts who transform this classic coupe into unique works of automotive
art.

5. The 1940 Ford Business Coupe in Popular Media



This title explores the appearances of the 1940 Ford Business Coupe in
movies, television, and advertising. It analyzes how the car’s image has been
used to evoke nostalgia, Americana, and style. The book also includes a
collection of vintage advertisements and film stills featuring the coupe.

6. 1940 Ford Business Coupe: Collecting and Valuation Guide

Ideal for collectors, this book provides detailed information on the market
value and rarity of various 1940 Ford Business Coupe models. It discusses
factors affecting valuation, such as condition, originality, and provenance.
The guide also offers advice on purchasing, appraising, and insuring these
classic cars.

7. Driving Through History: The 1940 Ford Business Coupe Experience

This narrative-driven book invites readers to experience the thrill of
driving a 1940 Ford Business Coupe. Through first-person accounts, road trip
stories, and historical context, the author captures the essence of motoring
in the late 1930s and early 1940s. It's a celebration of the car’s
performance and timeless design.

8. Ford Motor Company and the 1940 Business Coupe: A Corporate History
Examining the broader corporate history, this book situates the 1940 Ford
Business Coupe within the story of Ford Motor Company’s growth and
challenges. It covers production strategies, marketing campaigns, and the
impact of World War II on Ford’s operations. The book provides a detailed
backdrop for understanding the coupe’s place in automotive history.

9. The Art and Design of the 1940 Ford Business Coupe

This visually rich book focuses on the aesthetic elements of the 1940 Ford
Business Coupe, from its streamlined body shape to interior details. It
includes design sketches, concept drawings, and commentary from automotive
historians and designers. The book highlights how the coupe’s styling
reflected the trends and tastes of its era.
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1940 ford business coupe: Just Fords Brian Earnest, 2010-06-10 FABULOUS FORDS From
Model T's to T-Birds, from woodie wagons to Mustangs, Ford Motor Company has built them all. And
in the process, it has amassed a huge fan base of car buffs who grew up on Ford and continue to
admire and collect FoMoCo cars today. Everybody, it seems, has a story to tell about their favorite
Ford. In Just Fords, you'll find a collection of profiles, feature stories, and memories of some truly
great Fords that are still around today. More than 30 chapters highlight some of the best machines
Ford ever built, and remind us how Ford has blazed its own trail for more than 100 years.
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1940 ford business coupe: Memoirs of Myths and Truths Carl B. Allen, 2008-07-02
Memoirs of Myths and Truths in an Ordinary Pebble’s Extraordinary Life. We find the author
considers himself an ordinary pebble amoung others of his time,who has gone on a desperate search
for love and approval. But even an ordinary pebbles like him can have an extraordinary life, because
he is not ordinary from the start finding at an early age confusion and embarrassment regarding
whether an accident or his mind makes him that way. It’s not until into his young adult stream does
he discover another reason for his rebel behavior in school and life. Which as a reader, you'll
recognized some problems in the text of the book cover and in the book’s writen words or spelling or
sentance structure being a struggle. You'll see it’s not his schooling, it’s his battle with being
dyslexic. Yet there is some great writing and inspiration, plus the help of a few photos, to bring you
into his or your memories and times when some myths emerged from stories and some being real
truths. Pebbles we all are, truths are maybe what we think they should be, and myths are longer
lasting then we may know. The author finds himself slowly aware of being in his September years,
having a sense of belonging to the past and present, but a much shorter future. With that comes a
sense of family, and the closeness of friends, which has brought him to this place of wonderment
that has continued from those wonderful years of youth. They have brought him to these joyous
thoughts while writing these memoirs, and making reflecting on his extraordinary life. Starting at
first writing this for all his kin and others within that stream surround him, but then realize other
pebbles of this time can bring back some reflection on these times with a little smile, some sadness,
and reflection too. He may have wandered through those youthful years winding through life’s paths
and finding some running on empty or full or too fast or too slow at the time like the automobiles of
the day. His nurturing as a child, not always satisfying, resulted in the builting many protective walls
around his self. Yet like James Dean in East of Eden or Rebel Without a Cause or Giant, there was
this desperate search for love and approval, not always available for many reasons and questionable
behavior leading to myths or truths. Seeking his own needs, while being an ordinary pebble has
resulted in finding an extraordinary life. There is a expression of views from his heart and mind
trying to embrace so much of that extraordinary life that lies hidden deeper within his self, and yet
always trying to hold and consider that these are parts of his life, whether shinning with beauty or
happiness or sadness, finding only to be viewed as an expression of soul. He has tried painting, but
now the writen word, in expressing some of those myths, spoken truths found within the soul, and
trusted memories. They carry simple but complex myths in the life of an ordinary pebble, always
amazed by the course of the streams found. These memoirs are a reflection of our times, history,
love for the automobile,then adding the racing with many encounters with lovers and places that
have been traveled that brings this extraordinary life into view. The book is about people
encountered in his life’s stream, the persons who have enriched this life and helped him to find out
who he is. Also that going through this journey, gathering memories, myths or truths, these
moments sustained his notion of an ordinary pebble’s extraordinary life. These events have allowed
reflection on moral issues and things that are questionable judgment. He hope that you enjoy this
time traveling in this stream. Pebbles we are, yet we are still the most important part in those
stream surrounding us, finding most everyone else’s lives continue similarly within those same small
stream we live in rubbing shoulders and sharing our life’s stream with others matter more than we
know because as others enrich our lives, we can d

1940 ford business coupe: Barn Find Road Trip Tom Cotter, 2015-09-28 Great collector cars
are still out there--just waiting to be found! Sadly, there is very little reality in reality TV. That
wouldn't be so bad except for the fact that these shows are the only TV shows for the barn-find
collector car aficionado. Barn Find Road Trip is the antidote to all the manufactured collector reality
shows. It's a real-world, barn-find banzai run in which auto archaeologist Tom Cotter, his car
collector pal Brian Barr, and photographer Michael Alan Ross embarked on a 14-day
collector-car-seeking adventure with no predetermined destinations. It's barn-find freestyle!
Roaming the Southeast, they documented their day-to-day car search in photos and through stories
and interviews. This trip is absolutely real and the same kind of junket any gearhead with the skills,



knowledge, and time can undertake. Cotter and company hit the road in Cotter's 1939 Ford Woody,
the kind of car that opened doors and started the conversations that revealed where interesting cars
were squirreled away. The result? The discovery of over 1,000 collector cars and some of the most
amazing barn-find stories Cotter has yet unearthed, all accompanied by Ross' evocative
photography. If you love stories of automotive adventure, this is the book for you!

1940 ford business coupe: Street Rodding Tips and TechniquesHP1515 Frank Oddo,
2007-05-01 How to build and maintain a show-winning street rod. A collection of brief, informative
technical tips that cover the entire range of building and maintaining street rods. Includes tips on
every aspect of the mechanicals, exterior, and interior.

1940 ford business coupe: Edsel Ford and E.T. Gregorie Henry Dominguez, 1999-06-29 The
relationship that developed between Edsel Ford and E.T. Bob Gregorie (Ford Motor Company's first
design chief) was unique in automotive history. Gregorie leaned heavily on Edsel for his support and
protection, and Edsel depended on Gregorie for his creative abilities. Edsel Ford and E.T. Gregorie is
the first book to provide in-depth analysis of how the early Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns were
designed. Based on first hand discussions with Gregorie, author Henry Dominguez covers every
major design of Gregorie's career. Automotive historians have listed the 1936 Zephyr, 1938 Zephyr,
and 1939 Continental as Gregorie's greatest achievements. This book details the hows and whys of
every Ford product designed under his tutelage.

1940 ford business coupe: Old Car Detective Bill Sherk, 2011-03-18 In this hilarious collection
of old car stories, Canada's very own Old Car Detective Bill Sherk presents 80 of his favourite stories
spanning the years from 1925 to 1965. Behind every old car there's a story waiting to be told, all the
way from your grandparents' Model T Ford to the Mustang you drove in high school.

1940 ford business coupe: 50 Shades of Rust Tom Cotter, 2014-09-15 101 barn-find tales
sure to entice any car collector. In recent years, the quest to find and restore forgotten automotive
gems has generated a cult-like following - a very large cult-like following. So large, in fact, that the
subject of automotive archaeology has inspired an entire genre of television programs, including
Counting Cars, Desert Car Kings, Chasing Classic Cars, One of a Kind, What's My Car Worth?, and
numerous others. Author Tom Cotter is at the forefront of this movement with his In the Barn series,
a line of books that inspired many of the above-mentioned television programs. 50 Shades of Rust
collects 90-plus of the all-time best barn-find stories. Each story is accompanied by photographs
from the scenes of the finds, creating a heavily illustrated book unlike any barn-find book yet
published.

1940 ford business coupe: Motor City Dream Garages Don Sherman, Rex Roy, There isn't
another place in the world that can match Detroit's automotive history. For nearly a century, what
was conceived, designed, produced, and marketed from this town ruled the roads. So it only stands
to reason that the Motor City is likely to host some of the country's greatest collector garages. From
the personal home of the man who put America on wheels to the posh residences of current
automotive icons such as Bob Lutz, Motor City Dream Garages takes readers on a guided tour of
20-plus of Motown's most interesting garages. Going beyond even these fantastic garagemahals, this
book also takes readers inside select company garages for exclusive looks at the unique and
important collections amassed by companies such as General Motors and Roush Industries (parent
company to Roush Racing, owned by Jack Roush). If you like both garages and the beautiful
machines within, this book is for you!

1940 ford business coupe: Route 66 Barn Find Road Trip Tom Cotter, 2016-10-15 Tom Cotter
is barn picking along Route 66! Motorbooks' newest collector car title records his journey and
incredible automotive finds.

1940 ford business coupe: Annual Report - Long Beach Water Department Long Beach
(Calif.). Water Department, 1950

1940 ford business coupe: Following Polaris Robert J. Berens, 2001-11 Brought to Kenya
from England as a child and then abandoned by her mother, Beryl is raised by both her father and
the native Kipsigis tribe who share his estate. Her unconventional upbringing transforms Beryl into




a bold young woman with a fierce love of all things wild and an inherent understanding of nature's
delicate balance. But even the wild child must grow up, and when everything Beryl knows and trusts
dissolves, she is catapulted into a string of disastrous relationships. Beryl forges her own path as a
horse trainer, and her uncommon style attracts the eye of the Happy Valley set, a decadent,
bohemian community of European expats who also live and love by their own set of rules. But it's the
ruggedly charismatic Denys Finch Hatton who ultimately helps Beryl navigate the uncharted
territory of her own heart. The intensity of their love reveals Beryl's truest self and her fate: to fly.
Set against the majestic landscape of early-twentieth-century Africa, McLain's powerful tale reveals
the extraordinary adventures of a woman before her time, the exhilaration of freedom and its cost,
and the tenacity of the human spirit.

1940 ford business coupe: Edsel Henry L. Dominguez, 2002-10-01 Carefully crafted from
thousands of Ford archives, written interviews, and first-hand accounts told by people who knew the
man, Edsel: The Story of Henry Ford's Forgotten Son, brings into focus the remarkable life of Edsel
Ford. The book chronicle's Edsel's life from his early days of growing up in and around his father's
company, through the controversy of his World War I draft notice and eventual exemption, the
design change from the Model T to the Model A, and the creation of the Ford Foundation. 27
chapters in all help to shed light on the life of a man who preferred to spend most of his life out of
the limelight.

1940 ford business coupe: Bill Sherk Behind the Wheel 3-Book Bundle Bill Sherk, 2016-05-28
The rubber meets the road in Bill Sherk’s well-loved series of automotive books, a must-read for fans
of classic and, er, “classic” cars. Includes 60 Years Behind the Wheel: From rumble seats and
running broads to power tops and tailfins, Bill Sherk captures the thrill of motoring in Canada from
the dawn of the twentieth century to 1960. Old Car Detective: Canada’s very own Old Car Detective
Bill Sherk presents 80 of his favourite stories from all 10 provinces, spanning the years from 1925 to
1965. I'll Never Forget My First Car: Bill Sherk describes in vivid detail the trials and tribulations of
those brave souls who threw caution to the wind and money down the drain: They went out and
bought their very first cars.

1940 ford business coupe: Automotive Industries , 1917 Vols. for 1919- include an Annual
statistical issue (title varies).

1940 ford business coupe: Middletown Pacemakers Ron Roberson, 2002-06-05 Hot Rodding
began in Southern California in the 1930s and had spread throughout the United States by the mid
1950s, spawning the sport of drag racing and the advent of the Detroit muscle cars of the '60s and
'70s. Hot Rod Magazine and the National Hot Rod Association promoted the formation of responsible
car clubs to combat the delinquent reputation of hot rodders, earned through illegal street races and
Hollywood's portrayal in B movies. And thus were born the Middletown Pacemakers in 1951. The
Pacemakers brought southern Ohio its first reliability runs (1952), custom auto shows (1954), and
drag racing competitions-setting national records (1958, '63, '64) and winning national
championships (1963, '64, '65). When the hot rodders were not busy upgrading their drive train for
more horsepower or chopping and channeling for improved performance, they could often be seen
on the streets of Middletown feeding expired parking meters or rescuing motorists whose cars had
broken down or run out of gas. By 1966, as was the fate of so many hot rod clubs, the mass
production of Detroit muscle cars ushered the Pacemakers to fold.

1940 ford business coupe: If a Frog Had Wings Paul D. Jackson Jr, 2013-02 July 24, 2008, my
wife and I sat in Dr. Doug Flora's office. The doctor entered the room, turned, and looked at us and
said, 'T know folks, this really sucks! You have esophageal cancer. It is what is called a clinical T3N1
tumor. It's extremely serious.' He then went into a detailed explanation of Dr. Saeed's findings. He
sketched a picture of my esophagus and stomach on a white sheet of paper that covered the
examining table and pointed at the base of my stomach and esophagus and drew a circle where the
tumor had been detected. He said that the tumor's size was 2.0 mm. I told him that I had been
taking long walks to get a suntan and to lose weight and had been proud to lose seventeen pounds.
He said, 'The cancer took your seventeen pounds-it wasn't the walking.' Join author Paul D. Jackson,




Jr. in If A Frog Had Wings as he reflects on how his life experiences from childhood to adulthood had
prepared him for the fight of his life. Share in the humor, heartbreak and steadfast stubbornness in
Paul's love of life that have helped him to overcome great adversity and come out standing.

1940 ford business coupe: Cars & Parts, 1999

1940 ford business coupe: G.I. Resister Dick Perrin, 2001 Includes material on the antiwar
movement within the Army, RITA or Resisters Inside the Army.

1940 ford business coupe: Automotive Industries, the Automobile , 1917

1940 ford business coupe: Ford News , 1939
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