1936 chevy business coupe

1936 chevy business coupe represents a classic American automobile that has
captured the attention of vintage car enthusiasts and collectors worldwide.
Known for its distinctive design, reliable engineering, and cultural
significance during the pre-war era, the 1936 Chevrolet Business Coupe stands
as a testament to automotive innovation in the 1930s. This article delves
into the specifications, design features, historical context, restoration
tips, and the lasting legacy of this iconic vehicle. The 1936 Chevy Business
Coupe not only offered practical transportation but also embodied the style
and spirit of its time. Whether exploring its mechanical components or
appreciating its aesthetic appeal, this comprehensive guide covers everything
one needs to know about this notable Chevrolet model. The following sections
provide detailed insights into the car’s engine performance, body style,
market reception, and collector value.

Historical Background of the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe

Design and Styling Features

Mechanical Specifications and Performance

Restoration and Maintenance Tips

e Collectibility and Market Value

Historical Background of the 1936 Chevy
Business Coupe

The 1936 Chevy Business Coupe was introduced during a period of significant
transition and innovation in the American automotive industry. Chevrolet, a
division of General Motors, aimed to produce vehicles that combined
affordability, durability, and style. The Business Coupe was designed
primarily for commercial use, appealing to small business owners who needed a
reliable two-door vehicle for both personal and professional purposes. This
model was part of Chevrolet’s broader lineup for the 1936 model year, which
included sedans, roadsters, and trucks, reflecting the diverse needs of the
market at the time.

Chevrolet’s Position in the 1930s Automotive Market

During the mid-1930s, Chevrolet competed fiercely with Ford and other
manufacturers to capture the growing demand for affordable automobiles. The
1936 Chevy Business Coupe helped solidify Chevrolet’s reputation by offering



a well-built, stylish vehicle at a competitive price point. Its introduction
coincided with a gradual economic recovery from the Great Depression,
allowing more consumers to consider vehicle ownership. This model contributed
to Chevrolet’s increasing market share and brand loyalty.

Significance of the Business Coupe Body Style

The Business Coupe designation referred to a vehicle with a single bench seat
and a spacious rear compartment designed for cargo or business-related
equipment. This made the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe particularly popular among
traveling salesmen, small business owners, and tradespeople. The practical
layout balanced passenger comfort with functional storage space,
distinguishing it from other two-door coupes primarily aimed at private
users.

Design and Styling Features

The 1936 Chevy Business Coupe showcased the art deco influence prevalent in
automotive design during the era. It combined streamlined curves with bold
chrome accents, resulting in an attractive yet utilitarian vehicle. The body
was crafted with steel panels on a sturdy frame, emphasizing durability and
safety. Chevrolet’s designers paid attention to both aesthetics and
functionality, creating a car that was visually appealing and suited for
practical use.

Exterior Characteristics

The exterior of the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe featured a sloping roofline,
integrated fenders, and a prominent grille with horizontal chrome bars. The
headlights were mounted on either side of the radiator shell, enhancing the
vehicle’s symmetrical appearance. The coupe was available in various factory
paint colors, often with contrasting pinstripes to highlight its contours.
Distinctive badges and emblems further identified the model as part of
Chevrolet’s mid-1930s lineup.

Interior Layout and Comfort

Inside, the Business Coupe offered a straightforward yet comfortable cabin.
The bench seat accommodated two passengers, while the dashboard was equipped
with basic instrumentation, including a speedometer, fuel gauge, and ammeter.
Upholstery materials typically included durable cloth or leatherette,
designed to withstand heavy usage. Despite its business-oriented design, the
interior retained an element of style consistent with Chevrolet’s broader
design philosophy.



e Steel body construction for enhanced durability

e Chrome-accented grille and trim

e Two-door coupe configuration with rear cargo space
e Simple yet functional interior with bench seating

e Color options reflecting 1930s automotive trends

Mechanical Specifications and Performance

The mechanical components of the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe were engineered to
provide reliable performance and ease of maintenance. Chevrolet equipped this
model with a six-cylinder engine that delivered adequate power for both city
driving and light hauling. The vehicle’s suspension and braking systems were
designed to offer a balanced ride, prioritizing stability and safety.

Engine and Transmission

The 1936 Chevy Business Coupe was powered by a 206 cubic inch (3.4-1liter)
inline six-cylinder engine. This engine produced approximately 85 horsepower,
which was competitive for the segment and era. It employed a single-barrel
carburetor and a three-speed manual transmission, offering drivers
straightforward control and dependable operation. The powertrain was well-
suited for the vehicle’s intended business and personal use, providing a
blend of efficiency and performance.

Chassis and Suspension

The chassis featured a ladder frame design, common in vehicles of the 1930s,
which contributed to the car’'s structural integrity. The suspension system
utilized semi-elliptic leaf springs both front and rear. This setup allowed
the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe to absorb road irregularities effectively while
maintaining handling stability. Hydraulic drum brakes on all four wheels
enhanced stopping power, a notable feature for vehicles of this period.

Fuel Economy and Driving Experience

While exact fuel economy figures varied depending on conditions, the 1936
Chevy Business Coupe was known for reasonable fuel efficiency given its
engine size and weight. The driving experience was characterized by smooth
acceleration, manageable steering, and a comfortable ride, making it suitable
for both urban and rural settings. The manual transmission required driver



engagement but was praised for its reliability and simplicity.

Restoration and Maintenance Tips

Restoring a 1936 Chevy Business Coupe requires careful attention to both
mechanical and aesthetic details to preserve its historical authenticity and
operational reliability. Enthusiasts undertaking restoration projects should
focus on sourcing period-correct parts and employing techniques that maintain
the vehicle’s original character. Regular maintenance is essential to keep
the car running smoothly and to prevent deterioration caused by age and
environmental factors.

Common Restoration Challenges

One of the main challenges in restoring a 1936 Chevy Business Coupe is
locating original or reproduction parts that match the factory
specifications. Components such as the engine block, carburetor, and body
panels may require specialized suppliers or custom fabrication. Additionally,
restoring the interior upholstery and trim often involves finding materials
consistent with the 1930s era. Attention to detail ensures that the vehicle
retains its authentic appearance and value.

Maintenance Best Practices

Maintaining the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe involves routine checks of the
engine, transmission, brakes, and electrical systems. Lubrication of moving
parts, periodic fluid changes, and inspection of the suspension are critical
for long-term performance. Preservation of the body and paintwork through
proper storage and cleaning helps prevent rust and corrosion. Owners are
advised to use high-quality replacement parts and consult vintage car experts
when necessary.

Source authentic or high-quality reproduction parts

e Preserve original paint and upholstery when possible

Perform regular engine tune-ups and fluid changes

Inspect and maintain braking and suspension systems

Store the vehicle in a dry, climate-controlled environment



Collectibility and Market Value

The 1936 Chevy Business Coupe holds considerable appeal among classic car
collectors due to its historical significance, distinctive styling, and
relative rarity. Well-preserved or expertly restored models often command
premium prices in the vintage car market. The car’s value is influenced by
factors such as originality, condition, provenance, and completeness of
documentation.

Factors Affecting Value

Collectors typically seek 1936 Chevy Business Coupes that retain original
components and exhibit minimal modifications. Vehicles with factory paint
colors, original engine numbers, and authentic interior materials are
especially prized. Documentation such as build sheets, ownership history, and
restoration records further enhances market value. Conversely, heavily
modified or poorly maintained examples may have diminished appeal.

Current Market Trends

Interest in pre-war American automobiles has grown steadily, contributing to
increased demand for models like the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe. Auctions,
classic car shows, and specialized dealerships often feature these vehicles,
reflecting their status as desirable collectibles. Enthusiasts appreciate the
blend of practicality and style embodied by the Business Coupe, ensuring its
continued relevance in the classic car community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1936 Chevy Business
Coupe?

The 1936 Chevy Business Coupe features a sleek two-door design, a 6-cylinder
engine, improved aerodynamics, and a spacious interior designed for business
use. It also includes updated suspension and braking systems for better
performance.

How powerful 1is the engine in the 1936 Chevy
Business Coupe?

The 1936 Chevy Business Coupe is equipped with a 206 cubic inch inline 6-
cylinder engine that produces around 85 horsepower, providing reliable and
efficient performance for its time.



What makes the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe popular
among classic car collectors?

Collectors appreciate the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe for its classic styling,
historical significance, and the rarity of surviving models. Its blend of
practicality and vintage appeal makes it a sought-after vehicle.

How does the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe differ from
other 1930s Chevrolet models?

The Business Coupe was designed primarily for commercial use, featuring a
two-door body style with additional cargo space and a more utilitarian
interior compared to passenger models, which had more seating capacity.

What restoration challenges are common with the 1936
Chevy Business Coupe?

Restoring a 1936 Chevy Business Coupe often involves addressing rust damage,
sourcing original or reproduction parts, updating the electrical system, and
ensuring the engine and drivetrain are in working order while preserving
authenticity.

What kind of transmission does the 1936 Chevy
Business Coupe have?

The 1936 Chevy Business Coupe typically comes with a 3-speed manual
transmission, which was standard for Chevrolet vehicles of that era.

Is the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe suitable for modern
driving conditions?

While it can be driven today, the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe lacks modern
safety features and may not perform as well at high speeds. It is best suited
for car shows, parades, and occasional leisure drives.

What is the approximate value of a restored 1936
Chevy Business Coupe today?

A fully restored 1936 Chevy Business Coupe can range in value from $25,000 to
$45,000 depending on condition, originality, and market demand.

Where can I find parts for restoring a 1936 Chevy
Business Coupe?

Parts for the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe can be found through classic car
parts suppliers, online marketplaces, Chevy enthusiast clubs, and specialty



restoration shops that focus on vintage Chevrolet vehicles.

Additional Resources

1. The Classic 1936 Chevy Business Coupe: A Restoration Guide

This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know about restoring a
1936 Chevy Business Coupe. From sourcing original parts to step-by-step
restoration techniques, the book is perfect for both beginners and
experienced car enthusiasts. Detailed photographs and illustrations help
readers understand the intricacies of this classic vehicle.

2. Driving Through History: The Story of the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe
Explore the rich history behind the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe in this
engaging narrative. The book delves into the cultural and automotive
significance of this model during the 1930s. It also includes personal
stories from owners and collectors who have preserved this iconic car through
the decades.

3. 1936 Chevy Business Coupe: Performance and Mechanics

A technical manual focusing on the performance and mechanical aspects of the
1936 Chevy Business Coupe. This book provides detailed information on the
engine, transmission, suspension, and electrical systems. It is an essential
resource for anyone looking to maintain or upgrade their vehicle’s
performance.

4. Customizing the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe: Tips and Techniques

Discover how to customize your 1936 Chevy Business Coupe with this practical
handbook. Featuring advice on paint jobs, interior modifications, and
aftermarket upgrades, the book encourages creativity while respecting the
car’s vintage appeal. It also highlights popular customization trends within
the classic car community.

5. The Collector’s Guide to 1936 Chevy Business Coupes

This book is tailored for collectors interested in acquiring and valuing 1936
Chevy Business Coupes. It covers market trends, rarity factors, and tips on
verifying authenticity. Readers will also find a directory of reputable
sellers and restoration specialists.

6. Chevy’s Golden Era: The 1936 Business Coupe and Its Contemporaries

Place the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe within the broader context of 1930s
automotive design and innovation. This book compares the coupe to other
popular models of the era, highlighting Chevrolet’s influence on the
industry. Richly illustrated, it offers a visual journey through the golden
age of classic cars.

7. Photographic Journey: The 1936 Chevy Business Coupe in Classic Car Shows
Featuring stunning photography, this book showcases the 1936 Chevy Business
Coupe as seen at classic car shows around the world. Each photo is
accompanied by stories about the owners, restoration efforts, and the car’s
unique features. It’'s a tribute to the enduring legacy of this beloved



vehicle.

8. Maintaining Vintage: Essential Care for Your 1936 Chevy Business Coupe
A practical maintenance guide designed to help owners keep their 1936 Chevy
Business Coupe in top condition. The book covers routine care,
troubleshooting common issues, and seasonal maintenance tips. It emphasizes
preserving the car’s original charm while ensuring reliability.

9. The 1936 Chevy Business Coupe: Design, Innovation, and Legacy

This book explores the design philosophy and innovative features that made
the 1936 Chevy Business Coupe stand out. It examines the car’s impact on
automotive design and its place in Chevrolet’s history. Through expert
analysis and archival materials, readers gain a deeper appreciation for this
classic model.
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1936 chevy business coupe: Field & Stream , 1972-05 FIELD & STREAM, America’s largest
outdoor sports magazine, celebrates the outdoor experience with great stories, compelling
photography, and sound advice while honoring the traditions hunters and fishermen have passed
down for generations.

1936 chevy business coupe: Chevrolet Pickups Mike Mueller, In the pages of Chevrolet
Pickups, you'll find a legendary tale of how Chevrolet's line of trucks evolved from cars with beds to
the sophisticated luxurious trucks of modern times. Mueller's text includes the rise of the
Depression-era trucks that made Chevrolet the number one manufacturer of light pickups, and
Chevy's 30-year run in that top spot. Mueller explains how the leaders and engineers at Chevrolet
made the company's truck line such a dominant force- and goes in-depth on many specific models
that had enormous impact on the pickup truck industry. The complete history of Chevrolet trucks is
covered, with side-trips that shed light on the GMC counterparts, competitive brands, and the
ElCamino and Corvair pickups. Packed with photographs of beautifully restored pickup trucks,
Chevrolet Pickups tells the history of one of the (20th) century's greatest accomplishments.

1936 chevy business coupe: Chevrolet Beverly Rae Kimes, Robert C. Ackerson, 1986

1936 chevy business coupe: Barn Find Road Trip Tom Cotter, 2015-09-28 Great collector cars
are still out there--just waiting to be found! Sadly, there is very little reality in reality TV. That
wouldn't be so bad except for the fact that these shows are the only TV shows for the barn-find
collector car aficionado. Barn Find Road Trip is the antidote to all the manufactured collector reality
shows. It's a real-world, barn-find banzai run in which auto archaeologist Tom Cotter, his car
collector pal Brian Barr, and photographer Michael Alan Ross embarked on a 14-day
collector-car-seeking adventure with no predetermined destinations. It's barn-find freestyle!
Roaming the Southeast, they documented their day-to-day car search in photos and through stories
and interviews. This trip is absolutely real and the same kind of junket any gearhead with the skills,
knowledge, and time can undertake. Cotter and company hit the road in Cotter's 1939 Ford Woody,
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the kind of car that opened doors and started the conversations that revealed where interesting cars
were squirreled away. The result? The discovery of over 1,000 collector cars and some of the most
amazing barn-find stories Cotter has yet unearthed, all accompanied by Ross' evocative
photography. If you love stories of automotive adventure, this is the book for you!

1936 chevy business coupe: SPENCER SPEEDWAY LEGENDS 1957-1977 Len Kasper,
2016-10-27 SPENCER SPEEDWAY LEGENDS 1957-1977 by Len Kasper SPENCER SPEEDWAY
LEGENDS 1957-1977 was written using notes and journals kept by the author, and it tells an
in-depth chronology of a racetrack in a suburb of Rochester, New York, over a twenty-year period.
The storyline follows the drivers, owners, promoters, officials, and race crews that made this
incredible history possible. It includes a multitude of behind-the-scenes information and personal
stories with rare photographs from the author and from the racing families themselves. For those
who lived through the period, it is a nostalgic trip back in time. For others, it will be a compelling
journey through time where local tracks were evolving from jalopy tracks to professional racing
circuits, and their drivers rose to national prominence.

1936 chevy business coupe: Old Car Detective Bill Sherk, 2011-03-18 In this hilarious
collection of old car stories, Canada’s very own Old Car Detective Bill Sherk presents 80 of his
favourite stories from all 10 provinces, spanning the years from 1925 to 1965. In this book you will
meet the man in New Brunswick who chopped the top off his 1927 Whippet sedan in honour of the
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II; the young fellow from Kingston, Ontario, who thought his 1937
Ford coach looked better with all four fenders taken off; the owner of a 1947 Hudson that burned so
much oil he had to wear a snorkel mask while driving it; the father who borrowed his son’s
hot-rodded '53 Monarch (built only in Canada!) and got pulled over by the police for street racing;
and the grandmother who moved from England to Canada and drove her Morris Minor on the wrong
side of the road. Behind every old car there’s a story waiting to be told, all the way from your
grandparents’ Model T Ford to the Mustang you drove in high school. All the stories and
photographs in this book are in chronological order from 1925 to 1965, giving you a 40-year journey
through Canada’s rich automotive heritage and brought to life by the people who owned and drove
the cars of yesteryear - and some still do! PART ONE (1925 to 1942) takes you from the middle of
the Roaring Twenties to February 1942, when the Second World War brought automobile production
to a halt for three long years. PART TWO (1946 to 1965) takes you through the Baby Boom years
when cars driven by Canadians went through many exciting changes in styling and engineering. If
you have ever owned (or still own) a car that was built between 1925 and 1965, turn to the last page
in this book to see how you can send in your story for Bill Sherk’s next book.

1936 chevy business coupe: General Motors in the 20th Century Alan K. Binder, 2000

1936 chevy business coupe: Motor City Barn Finds Tom Cotter, 2017-06-01 Tom Cotter
returns to troll through Detroit and discover long forgotten classics in Motor City Barn Finds. You
won't believe some of the rides he finds. Detroit has been America's Motor City for decades. It's
home to Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler, as well as numerous auto industry companies and
specialty and speed shops. At the same time, it's the poster child for urban blight and dysfunction.
It's truly a city of contrasts, which presented challenges and opportunities in equal measure to barn
finder Tom Cotter. In Motor City Barn Finds, Cotter plies his trade in a locale rich with automotive
history. Detroit's lost cars are abandoned in empty lots, resident in decrepit buildings, squirreled
away in garages, and stashed in historic wrecking yards. Behind the wheel of his classic 1939 Ford
Woodie, Cotter trolls the back streets and neighborhoods of this historic city looking for lost
automotive gems accompanied by photographer Michael Alan Ross. As America's Motor City, Detroit
is an emotional and historical mecca for car enthusiasts, capable of drawing hundreds of thousands
of car people for events like Woodward Dream Cruise and attracting design-forward companies like
Shinola. At the same time, it's intimidating to navigate, with numerous dodgy neighborhoods and
risky abandoned factory sites. Add it all together and you have fascinating and intriguing
opportunities to dig for barn-find gold.
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1936 chevy business coupe: Killer in Town David Conrad, 2011-04-25 An unknown sniper is
systematically killing the prominent men of Franklin, Illinois. No one knows who will be next. Sheriff
Marcus Dixon and Detective Mary Ellen Selvedge must catch the killer, and they must do it with
little help from the local police or from anyone outside. Its 1936 in the heart of the Great Depression.
Th ere are plenty of potential suspects- -men who have lost their jobs, had their homes foreclosed,
are broke, or who are just plain angry and desperate. Th en, there are the communists, anarchists,
and fascists, all of whom are becoming more active in the Depression. Marcus and Mary Ellen are in
love, but they must put their marriage plans on hold until they can catch the killer. Th eir
investigations take them from the homes of the rich and powerful in Franklin to a miserable shack in
shantytown, even to a training camp for the German American Bund. Every new shooting by the
sniper raises the levels of fear and panic in the people of Franklin, and Marcus and Mary Ellen must
bring the killer to justice before the town comes apart.
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1936 chevy business coupe: Nazareth Speedway Tracy L. Berger-Carmen, 2013 In the early
1900s, Nazareth Speedway opened its gates to bring dirt racing to the masses. Located in the
industrious town of Nazareth, these tracks hosted many racing legends, such as Mario Andretti,
Frankie Schneider, and Al Tasnady, over the years. As the tracks became more popular for racing
events, cars got faster, safety rules were modified, and track configurations were changed. In the
late 1980s, asphalt was brought in to cover the big dirt track that Nazareth was known for. The new
asphalt tri-oval course design was unique and challenged its drivers. Shortly thereafter, IRC merged
with Roger Penske, and the track closed in 2004.

1936 chevy business coupe: Just Chevys Brian Earnest, 2010-07-28 Salute to the bow tie Louis
Chevrolet was a well-known race car driver and builder/designer in the early 1900s, but it's doubtful
ol' Louis himself could ever have imagined that his French surname would eventually be as purely
American as baseball, hot dogs, and apple pie. Just Chevys assembles a century of great Chevrolets
and the stories that make these cars memorable. From the Model T fighters of the early 1900s, to
the fabulous finned wonders of the 1950s, the high flying Corvettes and muscles cars of the 1960s
and beyond, Just Chevys spotlights the cars, and the car lovers, who have made Chevrolet America's
most beloved car.
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1936 chevy business coupe: New Complete Book of Collectible Cars, 1930-80 Richard M.
Langworth, Graham Robson, 1987 Provides detailed technical profiles of hundreds of cars from the
massive machines of the '30s to the sleek compact cars of the '80s. 32 pages of brilliant full-color
plates and 700 color and black-and-white photos.
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