
1950 good housewife guide

1950 good housewife guide offers a detailed exploration of the traditional roles, skills, and

expectations placed upon women in mid-20th century America. This era emphasized domestic

management, family care, and community involvement as cornerstones of the ideal housewife’s

responsibilities. Understanding the routines, household tips, and social etiquette from this period

provides valuable insight into the cultural norms and lifestyle that shaped many families. This

comprehensive guide covers essential aspects such as meal planning, cleaning techniques, child-

rearing practices, and budgeting strategies typical of the 1950s. Additionally, it highlights the

importance of maintaining a well-kept home and nurturing family relationships. Readers will gain a

clear view of the day-to-day duties and social expectations that defined the 1950 good housewife. The

following sections outline the main components of the guide.

Household Management and Cleaning

Meal Preparation and Nutrition

Childcare and Family Dynamics

Budgeting and Financial Planning

Social Etiquette and Community Involvement

Household Management and Cleaning

Efficient household management was at the heart of the 1950 good housewife guide. Keeping a home

clean, organized, and welcoming was considered a fundamental duty. Housewife routines were



carefully planned to maintain a spotless environment while balancing other family responsibilities.

Daily Cleaning Routines

Daily cleaning involved tasks such as dusting, sweeping, and tidying up common areas. The emphasis

was on consistency to prevent dirt accumulation and to create a pleasant living space. Many

housewives developed checklists to ensure all areas were addressed regularly.

Weekly Deep Cleaning

Weekly chores included mopping floors, washing windows, and thorough bathroom cleaning. These

tasks demanded more time and effort, often scheduled on specific days to maintain a rhythm. The use

of household products available in the 1950s, such as soap flakes and homemade cleaning solutions,

was common.

Organizing and Decluttering

Organization played a significant role in household efficiency. Proper storage of linens, kitchenware,

and clothing helped streamline daily activities. Decluttering was encouraged to reduce stress and

improve the home's appearance, often involving seasonal sorting and donations.

Meal Preparation and Nutrition

Meal preparation in the 1950s revolved around wholesome, home-cooked dishes designed to nourish

the family. The 1950 good housewife guide emphasized balanced nutrition combined with practical

cooking skills to ensure meals were both appealing and affordable.



Planning Weekly Menus

Menu planning was essential to reduce food waste and simplify grocery shopping. Housewives often

created weekly meal plans featuring breakfast, lunch, and dinner options, incorporating seasonal

produce and staple ingredients.

Traditional Recipes and Cooking Techniques

Common recipes included casseroles, roasts, and fresh baked goods. Cooking techniques favored

from-scratch preparations, slow cooking, and efficient use of leftovers. Recipes were often passed

down through families or found in popular cookbooks of the era.

Nutrition Awareness

While nutritional science was less advanced compared to today, there was an awareness of the

importance of vitamins and balanced diets. The inclusion of fruits, vegetables, proteins, and dairy was

encouraged to promote health within the family unit.

Childcare and Family Dynamics

The role of the housewife extended deeply into childcare and maintaining harmonious family

relationships. The 1950 good housewife guide outlined strategies for nurturing children and supporting

the husband to foster a stable household.

Raising Children

Child-rearing advice often stressed discipline, education, and moral instruction. Housewives were

responsible for daily care, including feeding, dressing, and supervising homework. Emphasis was

placed on creating a loving yet structured environment.



Supporting the Husband

The housewife was expected to provide emotional support and maintain a welcoming home

atmosphere for the husband. This included preparing his meals, managing the household so he could

relax after work, and engaging in social activities as a family unit.

Family Time and Activities

Quality family time was encouraged through shared meals, recreational outings, and religious or

community events. These activities strengthened bonds and reinforced traditional family values

prevalent in the 1950s.

Budgeting and Financial Planning

Effective financial management was a critical skill for the 1950 good housewife. Managing household

expenses, saving money, and making prudent purchases were integral to maintaining economic

stability.

Creating and Maintaining a Household Budget

Housewives typically maintained detailed records of income and expenditures. Budgets accounted for

groceries, utilities, clothing, and other household needs. Careful planning helped avoid debt and

ensured funds were allocated appropriately.

Smart Shopping Practices

Shopping strategies included buying in bulk, using coupons, and taking advantage of sales.

Housewives often compared prices and selected cost-effective products without sacrificing quality,

demonstrating resourcefulness.



Savings and Emergency Funds

Setting aside savings for emergencies or future expenses was encouraged. This financial prudence

provided security and peace of mind in an era when dual-income households were less common.

Social Etiquette and Community Involvement

The 1950 good housewife guide also emphasized the importance of social skills and active

participation in the community. Proper etiquette and networking helped maintain social status and

fostered supportive relationships.

Hosting and Entertaining Guests

Entertaining was a key social function, often involving dinner parties, tea gatherings, or holiday

celebrations. The housewife was responsible for creating a hospitable environment, including meal

preparation, decorating, and courteous hosting.

Community Participation

Involvement in local organizations such as church groups, parent-teacher associations, and charity

clubs was common. These activities provided social engagement and opportunities to contribute

positively to the neighborhood.

Personal Presentation and Manners

Maintaining a polished appearance and practicing good manners were considered essential. This

included dressing appropriately, polite conversation, and respectful behavior, reflecting the values

upheld by the 1950s housewife ideal.



Daily cleaning and organization

Weekly deep cleaning and maintenance

Meal planning with nutritious recipes

Childcare responsibilities and family support

Budgeting and smart shopping habits

Social etiquette and community roles

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the '1950 good housewife guide'?

The '1950 good housewife guide' refers to advice and guidelines from the 1950s focused on domestic

skills, household management, and the ideal role of a housewife during that era.

What were common expectations for housewives in the 1950s?

In the 1950s, housewives were expected to maintain a clean and orderly home, cook nutritious meals,

care for children, support their husbands, and embody traditional femininity.

How did the 1950s guide suggest managing household chores

efficiently?

The guide recommended establishing daily routines, dividing chores into manageable tasks, using

time-saving appliances, and maintaining a schedule to keep the home clean and organized.



What cooking tips were included in a 1950s good housewife guide?

Cooking tips often included planning balanced meals, using economical ingredients, preserving

leftovers, and mastering basic recipes like meatloaf, casseroles, and homemade bread.

How did the 1950 good housewife guide advise on child-rearing?

It emphasized nurturing, discipline, establishing routines, teaching manners, and prioritizing children's

education and emotional well-being within a structured family environment.

What role did personal appearance play according to the 1950s

housewife guide?

Personal appearance was important; housewives were encouraged to dress neatly, maintain good

grooming, and present themselves attractively even while performing household duties.

Did the 1950 guide address the relationship between husband and

wife?

Yes, it promoted the idea of the wife supporting and respecting her husband, maintaining harmony in

the household, and fostering a loving and cooperative marriage.

What household skills were considered essential for a 1950s

housewife?

Essential skills included cooking, cleaning, sewing, budgeting, organizing, child care, and effective

communication within the family.

How relevant is the 1950 good housewife guide today?

While some principles like organization and budgeting remain helpful, many aspects of the 1950s

guide are outdated due to modern gender roles, technology, and social changes.



Where can I find original 1950s housewife guides or resources?

Original guides can be found in vintage book collections, online archives, libraries, and museums with

historical domestic or cultural collections.

Additional Resources

1. The 1950s Good Housewife's Handbook

This classic guide offers timeless advice on homemaking, cooking, and family management as seen

through the lens of the 1950s. It emphasizes traditional values and practical tips for maintaining a

happy and efficient household. Readers will find recipes, cleaning schedules, and etiquette pointers

tailored for the ideal mid-century home.

2. Home Comforts: The Art and Science of Keeping House

Written in the 1950s, this comprehensive book covers everything from cleaning techniques to meal

planning. It provides detailed instructions on laundry, organization, and home maintenance, making it a

valuable resource for any housewife aiming to create a comfortable living environment. The tone is

nurturing and encouraging, reflecting the era’s perspectives on domestic life.

3. The Joy of Cooking for the 1950s Housewife

A cookbook designed specifically for the busy 1950s housewife, this book balances quick and hearty

meals with elegant dinner ideas. It includes classic recipes that were popular in the decade, along with

tips for meal presentation and grocery shopping on a budget. The book also touches on nutrition and

family meal planning.

4. Etiquette and Grace: A Guide for the 1950s Housewife

This book focuses on social manners, hosting, and the role of the housewife in cultivating a gracious

home environment. It offers advice on entertaining guests, writing thank-you notes, and raising polite

children. The guide reflects the cultural expectations of women in the 1950s, emphasizing poise and

hospitality.



5. Organizing the Perfect 1950s Home

A practical manual for managing household chores with efficiency and style, this book provides

cleaning schedules, storage solutions, and budgeting tips. It encourages housewives to create a

harmonious and well-ordered home using tools and products popular in the 1950s. The emphasis is on

routine and attention to detail.

6. Domestic Bliss: Balancing Family and Home in the 1950s

This book explores the emotional and psychological aspects of being a housewife in the 1950s,

offering advice on maintaining a happy marriage and nurturing children. It includes sections on time

management, self-care, and communication within the family. The tone is supportive, aiming to

empower women within their traditional roles.

7. 1950s Housewife’s Guide to Fashion and Beauty

Focusing on style and personal grooming, this book helps housewives maintain a polished appearance

while managing household duties. It includes tips on simple hairstyles, makeup routines, and

appropriate attire for various occasions. The guide underscores the importance of looking put-together

to boost confidence and social standing.

8. Budgeting and Shopping for the 1950s Homemaker

This practical guide assists housewives in managing household finances and making smart purchases.

It covers grocery shopping strategies, coupon use, and planning for seasonal sales. The book aims to

help women stretch their budgets while providing for their families’ needs effectively.

9. The Complete 1950s Housewife's Recipe and Craft Book

Combining culinary arts with creative home crafts, this book offers recipes alongside DIY projects for

home decoration and gift-giving. It reflects the resourcefulness expected of housewives during the

decade and encourages creativity within the home. Readers will appreciate the blend of practical and

artistic homemaking skills.
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  1950 good housewife guide: Language, Gender and Feminism Sara Mills, Louise Mullany,
2011-05-09 Language, Gender and Feminism presents students and researchers with key
contemporary theoretical perspectives, methodologies and analytical frameworks in the field of
feminist linguistic analysis. Mills and Mullany cover a wide range of contemporary feminist theories
and emphasise the importance of an interdisciplinary approach. Topics covered include: power,
language and sexuality, sexism and an exploration of the difference between second and third wave
feminist analysis. Each chapter presents examples from research conducted in different cultural and
linguistic contexts which allows students to observe practical applications of all current theories and
approaches. Throughout oral and written language data, from a wealth of different contexts, settings
and sources, is thoroughly analysed. The book concludes with a discussion of how the field could
advance and a overview of the various research methods, pertinent for future work in language and
gender study. Language, Gender and Feminism is an invaluable text for students new to the
discipline of Language and Gender studies within English Language, Linguistics, Communication
Studies and Women’s Studies, as well as being an up-to-date resource for more established
researchers and scholars.
  1950 good housewife guide: Defying expectations: A housewife guide to financial
empowerment. Renu Singhal Gupta, 2024-03-29 The Book is about her journey as a homemaker to
an investor. Through her book she wants to inspire women and especially homemakers to invest and
have their savings grow. She has tried to make the steps to investment as simple as possible. Being
from finance herself she knows the financial jargon is difficult to understand. Her book is based on
reviewing a lot of articles already existing on stocks and her own personal experiences in this field.
Through her attempt she wants to be able to give a twist to the word Homemaker which should
include anything she wants to be while continuing to take care of her home and family.
  1950 good housewife guide: A 1950s Housewife Sheila Hardy, 2015-10-05 A nostalgic look
at what it was like to be a housewife in the 1950sBeing a housewife in the 1950s was quite different
than today. Women were expected to create a spotless home, delicious meals, and an inviting
bedroom. From the perils of courting to the inevitable list of wedding gifts to the household tips that
any self-respecting new wife should know, this book collects heartwarming personal anecdotes from
women who embarked on married life during this fascinating post-war period, providing a trip down
memory lane for any wife or child of the 1950s.
  1950 good housewife guide: The Smart Wife Yolande Strengers, Jenny Kennedy, 2021-08-31
The life and times of the Smart Wife--feminized digital assistants who are friendly and sometimes
flirty, occasionally glitchy but perpetually available. Meet the Smart Wife--at your service, an
eclectic collection of feminized AI, robotic, and smart devices. This digital assistant is friendly and
sometimes flirty, docile and efficient, occasionally glitchy but perpetually available. She might go by
Siri, or Alexa, or inhabit Google Home. She can keep us company, order groceries, vacuum the floor,
turn out the lights. A Japanese digital voice assistant--a virtual anime hologram named Hikari
Azuma--sends her master helpful messages during the day; an American sexbot named Roxxxy takes
on other kinds of household chores. In The Smart Wife, Yolande Strengers and Jenny Kennedy
examine the emergence of digital devices that carry out wifework--domestic responsibilities that
have traditionally fallen to (human) wives. They show that the principal prototype for these virtual
helpers--designed in male-dominated industries--is the 1950s housewife: white, middle class,

https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-005/Book?docid=HCL88-0102&title=1950-good-housewife-guide.pdf
https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-205/pdf?dataid=KTo55-4354&title=crossword-science-puzzles-with-answers.pdf
https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-205/pdf?dataid=KTo55-4354&title=crossword-science-puzzles-with-answers.pdf


heteronormative, and nurturing, with a spick-and-span home. It's time, they say, to give the Smart
Wife a reboot. What's wrong with preferring domestic assistants with feminine personalities? We
like our assistants to conform to gender stereotypes--so what? For one thing, Strengers and Kennedy
remind us, the design of gendered devices re-inscribes those outdated and unfounded stereotypes.
Advanced technology is taking us backwards on gender equity. Strengers and Kennedy offer a Smart
Wife manifesta, proposing a rebooted Smart Wife that would promote a revaluing of femininity in
society in all her glorious diversity.
  1950 good housewife guide: Brag Better Meredith Fineman, 2020-06-16 This effortless and
unapologetic approach to self-promotion will manage your anxiety and allow you to champion
yourself. Does talking about your accomplishments feel scary or icky because you're worried people
will think you're obnoxious? Does it feel more natural to put your head down and do the work? Are
you tired of watching the loudest people in your industry get disproportionate praise and rewards? If
you answered yes to any of the above, you might be self-sabotaging. You need to learn to Brag
Better. Meredith Fineman has built a career working with The Qualified Quiet: smart people who
struggle to talk about themselves and thus go underestimated or unrecognized. Now, she shares the
surefire and anxiety-proof strategies that have helped her clients effectively communicate their
achievements and skillsets to others. Bragging Better doesn't require false bravado, talking over
people, or pretending to be more qualified than you are. Instead, Fineman advocates finding quiet
confidence in your opinions, abilities, and background, and then turning up the volume. In this book,
you will learn the career-changing tools she's developed over the past decade that make bragging
feel easy, including: Get remembered by focusing your personal brand and voice on key adjectives
(like effective, subtle, and edgy) Practice explaining what you do in simple, sticky terms to earn
respect and recognition from the public and people at work. Eliminate words that undermine your
work and find better ones--like your bio saying you're trying or attempting to do something instead
that you ARE doing it. If you're ready to begin Bragging Better--to telling the truth about your
accomplishments with grace and confidence--this book is for you.
  1950 good housewife guide: Family Life in 20th-Century America Marilyn Coleman Ph.D.,
Lawrence H. Ganong, Kelly Warzinik, 2007-04-30 No other century promoted such rapid change in
American families than the twentieth century did. Through most of the first half of the century
families were two-parent plus children units, but by the 1980s and 1990s divorce was common in
half of the homes and many families were single-parent or included step-parents, step-siblings and
half-siblings. The major changes in opinions and even some laws on race, gender and sexuality
during the 1960s and 1970s brought change to families as well. Some families were headed by gay
parents, lived in communes or other non-traditional homes, were of mixed race, or had adopted
children. Family life had changed dramatically in less than 50 years. The change in the core make-up
of what was considered a family ushered in new celebrations and holidays, ways of cooking, eating,
and entertainment, and even daily activities. In this detailed look at family life in America, Coleman,
Ganong and Warzinick discuss home and work, family ceremonies and celebrations, parenting and
children, divorce and single-parent homes, gay and lesbian families, as well as cooking and meals,
urban vs. suburban homes, and ethnic and minority families. Reference resources include a timeline,
sources for further reading, photographs and an index. Volumes in the Family Life in America series
focus on the day-to-day lives and roles of families throughout history. The roles of all family
members are defined and information on daily family life, the role of the family in society, and the
ever-changing definition of the term family' are discussed. Discussion of the nuclear family, single
parent homes, foster and adoptive families, stepfamilies, and gay and lesbian families are included
where appropriate. Topics such as meal planning, homes, entertainment and celebrations, are
discussed along with larger social issues that originate in the home like domestic violence, child
abuse and neglect, and divorce. Ideal for students and general readers alike, books in this series
bring the history of everyday people to life.
  1950 good housewife guide: Doxology C.J.S. Hayward, 2010-01-31 This book is a paean of the
glory of God: a doxology, containing many of C.J.S. Hayward's recent works of Eastern Orthodox



Christian theology. The works are varied, but illuminated by common themes, chief among them the
Sermon on the Mount and the Bible and Philokalia and their practical and poignant in spirituality in
hard times and global economic (and political) crisis. ABOUT THE AUTHOR: C.J.S. (Jonathan)
Hayward wears many hats: author, philosopher, theologian, artist, poet, wayfarer, philologist,
inventor, web guru, teacher. He is an Eastern Orthodox Christian, has lived in the U.S., Malaysia,
England, and France, and holds master's degrees bridging math and computers (UIUC), and
philosophy and theology (Cambridge). He has websites at JonathansCorner.com and
CJSHayward.com.
  1950 good housewife guide: Thirty Days of Perfection Rose Senese Watson, 2016-08-17 What
happens when a wife and mother in 2010 turns the clock back 55 years and attempts to become the
perfect housewife for 30 days? Rose Senese Watson set out in search of the answer in 30 Days of
Perfection: One Woman’s Domestic Time Warp, a non-fiction first hand account of her trip back in
time. Newly married, immediately pregnant and suddenly on leave from teaching, Rose had so many
dreams and expectations for her new career as stay-at-home spouse. .Without the everyday grind
she would become the new June Cleaver, the perfect homemaker for the 21st century. Soon after she
gave birth however, reality set in. She was a failure at a job women have been doing since the
beginning of time. Rose decided to conduct an action research project, a tool often used by teachers
to improve their practice as educators, to improve her practice as homemaker and write herself out
of the rut she was in. She used The Good Wife Guide: 19 Rules for Keeping a Happy Husband
published by Cider Mill Press in 2007, a book she discovered as she searched online for a
Housekeeping for Dummies manual. It is a compilation of rules that were originally printed in the
mid 1950s in the Ladies Homemaker Monthly. Rose followed these rules for 30 days and kept a
detailed journal, this is her story.
  1950 good housewife guide: Tackling Rape Culture: Ending Patriarchy Jan Jordan,
2022-07-08 In Tackling Rape Culture: Ending Patriarchy, Jan Jordan asks why, despite decades of
feminist activism, does rape culture remain so endemic within contemporary society. She argues
that, in order to understand the global pandemic of sexual violence, we must view rape culture as a
consequence of the social divisiveness that emerges from the logic of patriarchy. In advancing this
argument, Jordan offers a comprehensive indictment of the patriarchal system while recognising
also women’s efforts to resist its edicts. Jordan critically explores two mechanisms that she argues
are central to the maintenance and reproduction of rape culture - silencing and objectification. Both
are examined as patriarchal strategies that have been relied on for centuries to control and
constrain women’s lives, silencing their voices and keeping them as ‘othered’ outsiders in a
male-defined world. Women throughout history have sought ways to resist such control and, since
the second-wave women’s movement of the 1970s, this has included multiple initiatives both offline
and more recently online. While #MeToo is being hailed by many as evidence that the silencing of
women’s voices about rape has finally been broken, Jordan urges a more critical appraisal given the
continued dominance of patriarchal thinking. To end rape culture, Jordan argues, we must end
patriarchy. This timely and provocative book, which complements Jordan’s Women, Rape and
Justice: Unravelling the Rape Conundrum (Routledge, 2022), will be of great interest to researchers,
students, practitioners and activists seeking to understand and challenge the pervasive rape culture
characterising contemporary patriarchal society.
  1950 good housewife guide: The Warrior's Guide to Modern Marriage Conrad Riker, Got
Your Balls in a Vise? How Modern Marriage Legally Castrates Men – And How to Fight Back. Ever
feel like marriage is a rigged game where you’re the mark? Tired of being milked for cash while
treated like a disposable ATM? Worried one argument could land you in court, stripped of your kids
and savings? Wonder if a loyal wife even exists anymore – or if the system rewards betrayal? This
book doesn’t sugarcoat reality. It hands you the tools to win: - Crush the myth that marriage benefits
men – and why walking away saves you. - Spot gold-diggers and manipulators before they ruin your
life. - Leverage biology and psychology to command respect, not apologies. - Shield your assets and
fatherhood rights from feminist legal ambushes. - Reclaim scripture’s blueprint: wives who honor,



not emasculate. - Turn toxic masculinity into your armor against a gynocratic state. - Communicate
like a king – no weakness, no surrender. - Ignite the red-pilled rage to thrive, not just survive. If you
want to escape the plantation and rule your own life, buy this book today.
  1950 good housewife guide: Interpreting Life Patricia C. Burke, 2011-03-25 Interpreting Life
depicts one Christian woman's struggle to determine her place in the home and church as the
traditional roles of the 1950s gave way to the chaos created by the social movements of the 1960s
and 1970s. Burke's lengthy journey brought her from a state of confusion to a conscious awareness
of the effects of her cohort, conservative religious beliefs, and close relationships on her personal
and spiritual development. From childhood, she worshipped with a church where submission
scriptures in the New Testament were taken literally and women were not allowed to participate in
any public leadership roles such as leading prayers and songs, teaching adults, or preaching. As
society changed and women gradually acquired leadership roles in other organizations, these church
practices became more stifling, preventing many conservative women from using their God-given
talents. Because of her marriage to a minister, where she felt her family was living in a glass house,
it became exceedingly frustrating to adhere to traditional religious values. Throughout this process,
their marriage relationship was repeatedly challenged, but their commitment to each other and the
church helped them resolve their differences and work together to reinterpret women's roles in the
church. Journal writing was the technique used to make sense of the contradictions and internal
conflict experienced as this Christian woman attempted to remain faithful to her religious beliefs
and yet develop to her full potential. Excerpts from over thirty years of writing reveals the strategies
Burke employed to remain positive and productive as family and church priorities took precedent
over her own dreams.
  1950 good housewife guide: Nelly Nelly Branson, 2017-07-04 A riveting and passionate
account of the scourge of alcoholism and mental illness on families, Nelly takes readers on a journey
of struggle and faith as they explore the honest analysis of one woman’s battle against these
formidable foes. Holding little, if anything, back from her readers, the author shares tales and
anecdotes from her childhood, her college days, and her life as a wife and mother. Sexual
encounters, drug and alcohol use, and family dysfunction are not hidden in this memoir, but neither
are they glorified. The reader rejoices as Nelly graduates from rehab and rebuilds her life, but they
also grieve the circumstances surrounding those family members who do not emerge victorious over
their demons. Challenging and emotional, refreshing and inspiring—Nelly unveils the ugly truth of
mental illness, as well as the strength and power of the human spirit. It is a story that will challenge
and inspire readers to face and defeat their own demons and support and encourage family and
friends who battle mental illness every day.
  1950 good housewife guide: Sanitary Food Service United States. Public Health Service.
Division of Sanitation, 1952
  1950 good housewife guide: Intimate Partner Violence Angela Hattery, 2009 Until recently,
domestic violence, as it has been referred to, was a problem to be dealt with inside the family. In this
ground-breaking work, Hattery's unique approach provides a detailed theoretical discussion of race,
class, and gender-effects on intimate partner violence and a thoughtful discussion of the interactions
of these factors.
  1950 good housewife guide: Women and Mass Consumer Society in Postwar France Rebecca
Pulju, 2011-02-14 Examines the emergence of a citizen consumer role for women during postwar
modernization and reconstruction in France.
  1950 good housewife guide: The Most Important Year in a Woman's Life Robert Wolgemuth,
Susan DeVries, Bobbie Wolgemuth, Mark DeVries, 2003 This practical, easy-to-read handbook helps
young wives know how to establish wise patterns at the start of their marriage to ensure a smooth
path for the rest of their lives.
  1950 good housewife guide: Doo-Wop Acappella Lawrence Pitilli, 2016-08-02 In Doo-Wop
Acappella: A Story of Street Corners, Echoes, and Three-Part Harmonies, scholar and musician
Lawrence Pitilli details this too-little-explored area of 1950’s - early 60’s American culture. As Kenny



Vance and the Planotones suggested in their classic song “Looking for an Echo,” every doo-wop
acapella group’s mission—the search “for a sound, a place to be in harmony, a place we almost
found”—was more than the story of street kids seeking recording glory. It is the tale of urban
change, mass migrations, ethnic acculturation, a changing radio and recording industry, and the
dynamics of cultural change in the “sounds”—sonic and linguistic—that every generation seeks to
make and re-make for itself. In his study of this neglected period, Pitilli uncovers a rich musical
tradition practiced largely by amateurs in an almost mythologized urban America. Although most of
these practitioners were musically untrained, their lack of formal music education and financial
support neither diluted their passion for singing or their quest for possible fame and fortune. In this
engagingly written and celebratory work, Pitilli further demonstrates that doo-wop acappella was
closely tied to broader issues, including the self-invented individual, gender roles, ethnicity, race,
and class.
  1950 good housewife guide: The Occult Sylvia Plath Julia Gordon-Bramer, 2024-05-07 •
Decodes the alchemical, Qabalistic, hermetic, spiritual, and Tarot-related references in many of
Plath’s poems • Based on more than 15 years of research, including analysis of Plath’s unpublished
personal writings from the Plath archives at Indiana University • Examines the influences of Plath’s
parents, her early interests in Hermeticism, and her and husband Ted Hughes’s explorations in the
supernatural and the occult Sharing her more than 15 years of compelling research—including
analysis of Sylvia Plath’s unpublished calendars, notebooks, scrapbooks, book annotations, and
underlinings as well as published memoirs, biographies, letters, journals, and interviews with Plath
and her husband, friends, and family—Plath scholar Julia Gordon-Bramer reveals Sylvia Plath’s
enduring interest and active practice in mysticism and the occult from childhood until her tragic
death in 1963. She examines Plath’s early years growing up in a transcendentalist Unitarian church
under a brilliant, if stern, Freemason father and a mother who wrote her master’s dissertation on
the famous alchemist Paracelsus. She reveals Plath’s early knowledge of Hermeticism, how she
devoured books on the occult throughout her life, and how, since adolescence, Plath regularly wrote
of premonitory dreams. Examining Plath’s tumultuous marriage with poet Ted Hughes, she looks at
their explorations in the supernatural and Hughes’s mentoring of Plath in meditation, crystal-gazing,
astrology, Qabalah, tarot, automatic writing, magical workings, and use of the Ouija board. Looking
at Plath’s writing and her evolution as a person through mystical, political, personal, and historical
lenses, Gordon-Bramer shows how Plath’s poems take on radically new, surprising, and universal
meanings—explaining why Hughes perpetually denied that Plath was a “confessional poet.”
Contrasting the versions in Letters Home with those held in the Plath archives at Indiana University,
the author also shows how all occult influences have been rigorously excised from the letters
approved for publication by the Plath and Hughes estates. Revealing previously undiscovered
meanings deeply rooted in her mystical and occult endeavors, the author shows how Plath’s writings
are much broader than the narrow lens of her tragic autobiography.
  1950 good housewife guide: Antiquarian Bookman , 1966
  1950 good housewife guide: The Political Theory of I Love Lucy Leslie Dale Feldman,
2019-01-18 This book looks at how the classic television series fits into the cultural milieu of
mid-century America. I Love Lucy incorporates key themes of the 1950s American political scene
and classic American values of family, social mobility, community, individualism and work, keeping
in mind that “Luck” as Machiavelli said “is the arbiter of half of what we do.” As the beloved
American TV queen, Lucy Ricardo is a psychologically complicated character, conflicted between her
role as a 1950s housewife and her wish to be a star. She is an icon of social mobility, going from a
small New York City apartment to a country house in a swanky suburb, and an example of the
“transitional” woman who wants to have it all. Is she a feminist? Is she a conformist? Does she prefer
the country to the city? Whether she is working on the chocolate factory assembly line, baking
bread, or achieving the American dream, Lucy is always “speeding it up!”
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