
1946 ford business coupe

1946 ford business coupe marked a significant moment in automotive history as one of the first
post-World War II vehicles produced by Ford Motor Company. This model combined classic pre-war
styling with new advancements in design and engineering, appealing to both business users and car
enthusiasts. Known for its robust flathead V8 engine and distinctive body style, the 1946 Ford
Business Coupe continues to be a beloved classic among collectors. This article explores the features,
specifications, historical context, restoration tips, and the lasting legacy of the 1946 Ford Business
Coupe. Automotive historians and vintage car aficionados will find detailed insights into its design,
performance, and cultural significance. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of
this iconic vehicle, highlighting why it remains a sought-after classic.

Historical Background and Significance

Design and Styling Features

Technical Specifications and Performance

Restoration and Maintenance Tips

Collectibility and Market Value

Historical Background and Significance
The 1946 Ford Business Coupe was introduced as part of Ford’s immediate post-war production
lineup. After World War II, the automotive industry faced the challenge of transitioning from military
manufacturing back to civilian vehicles. Ford resumed civilian car production with limited changes
from its pre-war models, making the 1946 Business Coupe a bridge between the past and future of
automotive design. This coupe was primarily targeted at business owners and professionals who
required a reliable, functional vehicle that also offered style and comfort.

Post-War Automotive Industry Context
Following the end of World War II, manufacturers like Ford had to quickly restart civilian vehicle
production using pre-existing tooling and designs. The 1946 Ford Business Coupe exemplified this
approach, retaining many design elements from the late 1930s and early 1940s models. Despite
these constraints, it met the demand for new cars in a recovering economy, symbolizing renewed
growth and prosperity.

Importance to Ford’s Model Lineup
The Business Coupe filled a niche within Ford’s lineup by offering a two-door vehicle with increased
cargo space and seating tailored for business use. It was less ornate than passenger coupes but



provided a sturdy build and practicality, making it a popular choice among small business owners,
tradespeople, and delivery services.

Design and Styling Features
The 1946 Ford Business Coupe featured a distinctive design that blended traditional coupe elements
with functional enhancements. Its exterior showcased smooth curves, a prominent grille, and a
streamlined body reflecting Ford’s Art Deco influences. The coupe’s roofline was higher compared to
other models, improving headroom and cargo capacity, which was significant for business
applications.

Exterior Characteristics
The vehicle’s exterior was marked by a single-piece windshield, rounded fenders, and a split rear
window design. The front grille incorporated horizontal bars with a chrome finish, providing an elegant
yet robust look. The absence of rear side windows distinguished the Business Coupe from passenger
coupes, emphasizing its utilitarian purpose.

Interior Layout and Features
Inside, the 1946 Ford Business Coupe offered a spacious cabin with bench seating for two passengers.
The dashboard was straightforward, focusing on essential gauges and controls to facilitate ease of
use. Upholstery was typically vinyl or cloth, designed for durability rather than luxury, reflecting the
vehicle’s commercial orientation.

Two-door coupe body style

Single-piece windshield

Split rear window for enhanced visibility

Chrome-accented front grille

Spacious interior with bench seating

Technical Specifications and Performance
The 1946 Ford Business Coupe was equipped with a powerful and reliable engine that made it well-
suited for both urban and rural driving needs. Its mechanical components were largely carried over
from pre-war models, ensuring proven durability and ease of maintenance. The vehicle’s performance
characteristics balanced power and efficiency for its time.



Engine and Transmission
At the heart of the 1946 Ford Business Coupe was the legendary Flathead V8 engine, a 3.9-liter (239
cubic inch) powerplant delivering approximately 100 horsepower. This engine was praised for its
simplicity and torque, making it ideal for carrying loads and navigating various terrains. The coupe
was paired with a three-speed manual transmission, providing smooth gear shifts and driver control.

Chassis and Suspension
The chassis utilized a sturdy ladder frame design, contributing to the vehicle’s robust handling and
load-bearing capabilities. The suspension system featured leaf springs both front and rear, offering a
comfortable ride despite the vehicle’s commercial nature. Drum brakes were standard on all four
wheels, providing adequate stopping power for the era.

3.9L Flathead V8 engine producing 100 hp

Three-speed manual transmission

Ladder frame chassis for strength

Leaf spring suspension front and rear

Four-wheel drum brakes

Restoration and Maintenance Tips
Restoring a 1946 Ford Business Coupe requires attention to detail and an understanding of vintage
automotive technology. Given its age and historical value, preservation of original parts and
specifications is important for collectors. Regular maintenance and careful restoration can ensure that
the vehicle remains roadworthy and retains its classic appeal.

Common Restoration Challenges
One of the primary challenges in restoring the 1946 Ford Business Coupe is sourcing authentic
replacement parts. Many original components, such as body panels, trim pieces, and mechanical
parts, are rare or no longer produced. Additionally, the Flathead V8 engine may require specialized
rebuilding knowledge due to its unique design and age.

Essential Maintenance Practices
Maintaining the 1946 Ford Business Coupe involves routine checks of the engine, brakes, and
suspension. Regular oil changes, lubrication of moving parts, and brake system inspections are
critical. Attention to the electrical system, especially the generator and wiring, is also important to



prevent failures.

Source authentic or NOS parts when possible

Engage experts familiar with Flathead V8 engines

Perform regular lubrication and fluid changes

Inspect and maintain the brake system frequently

Preserve original interior and exterior finishes

Collectibility and Market Value
The 1946 Ford Business Coupe is highly regarded among classic car collectors due to its historical
significance and distinctive styling. Its market value has appreciated steadily, especially for models in
excellent condition or those restored to factory specifications. Collectors value the coupe for its
representation of post-war automotive design and its role in American car culture.

Factors Influencing Value
The value of a 1946 Ford Business Coupe depends on several key factors including originality,
condition, provenance, and completeness. Vehicles with matching numbers, original parts, and
minimal modifications typically command higher prices. Well-documented restoration histories also
enhance desirability among buyers.

Current Market Trends
In recent years, interest in vintage Ford coupes has grown, driven by nostalgia and the increasing
rarity of well-preserved examples. Auction results and private sales indicate that the 1946 Business
Coupe remains a sought-after collector car, often fetching premium prices in classic car markets.

Originality and matching numbers increase value

Condition ranging from good to concours level affects price

Provenance and documentation enhance collectibility

Rarity of well-maintained examples drives demand

Growing enthusiasm among classic car communities



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1946 Ford Business Coupe?
The 1946 Ford Business Coupe features a classic post-war design with a streamlined body, a 226
cubic inch flathead V8 engine, a two-door configuration with no rear seat to maximize cargo space,
and a sturdy frame suitable for commercial use.

How does the 1946 Ford Business Coupe differ from other
1946 Ford models?
Unlike the standard 1946 Ford Coupe, the Business Coupe lacks a rear seat, providing extra cargo
space for business purposes. It also typically has fewer luxury features, focusing on utility and
practicality for commercial use.

Is the 1946 Ford Business Coupe a popular choice for hot rod
customization?
Yes, the 1946 Ford Business Coupe is popular among hot rod enthusiasts due to its classic design,
lightweight body, and strong flathead V8 engine, making it an excellent base for customization and
performance upgrades.

What is the typical price range for a restored 1946 Ford
Business Coupe?
The price for a fully restored 1946 Ford Business Coupe typically ranges from $25,000 to $50,000,
depending on the condition, originality, and level of customization or restoration quality.

Are replacement parts readily available for the 1946 Ford
Business Coupe?
Many replacement parts for the 1946 Ford Business Coupe are available through classic car suppliers,
specialty shops, and online marketplaces, although some parts may be rare and require custom
fabrication or sourcing from vintage collections.

Additional Resources
1. The 1946 Ford Business Coupe: A Classic Restored
This book provides an in-depth look at the restoration process of the 1946 Ford Business Coupe. It
covers original design elements, mechanical specifications, and offers practical advice for enthusiasts
seeking to bring this vintage vehicle back to life. Detailed photographs and step-by-step guides make
it an essential resource for classic car restorers.

2. Ford’s Post-War Legacy: The 1946 Business Coupe
Explore the historical context of the 1946 Ford Business Coupe in this comprehensive book. It
examines Ford’s transition from wartime production back to civilian automobiles, highlighting how the



Business Coupe symbolized innovation and resilience in the post-war era. The book also includes
period advertisements and factory details.

3. Driving History: The 1946 Ford Business Coupe Experience
This title delves into the driving experience and performance of the 1946 Ford Business Coupe.
Featuring firsthand accounts from vintage car collectors and drivers, it describes the vehicle’s
handling, engine characteristics, and road presence. Enthusiasts will appreciate insights into how this
model compares to its contemporaries.

4. Customizing the 1946 Ford Business Coupe
Focused on customization and hot-rodding, this book guides readers through popular modifications for
the 1946 Ford Business Coupe. From engine upgrades to bodywork alterations, it showcases how
owners have personalized their cars while respecting the original style. The book also addresses legal
and safety considerations.

5. The Design Evolution of the 1946 Ford Business Coupe
This book traces the design changes and innovations that defined the 1946 Ford Business Coupe. It
analyzes the vehicle’s aesthetics, interior features, and engineering developments in the context of
automotive trends of the 1940s. Readers interested in automotive design history will find valuable
insights here.

6. Collecting the 1946 Ford Business Coupe
A guide for collectors, this book covers the market value, rarity, and authenticity considerations of the
1946 Ford Business Coupe. It offers tips on spotting original parts, maintaining the vehicle’s condition,
and understanding the factors that influence its collector value. Interviews with seasoned collectors
provide additional perspective.

7. Ford Business Coupes Through the Decades: Spotlight on 1946
This publication places the 1946 Ford Business Coupe within the broader lineage of Ford’s Business
Coupes. It compares models from different years, emphasizing what makes the 1946 version unique.
The book includes technical specifications, production numbers, and historical anecdotes.

8. Restoration Techniques for the 1946 Ford Business Coupe
A practical manual for hands-on restorers, this book details tools, materials, and methods suited to
the 1946 Ford Business Coupe. It addresses common restoration challenges and provides solutions
backed by expert advice. The book is filled with illustrations and case studies from completed
projects.

9. 1946 Ford Business Coupe: Stories from the Road
This collection of stories and memoirs highlights the personal experiences of owners and enthusiasts
of the 1946 Ford Business Coupe. From road trips to car shows, the book captures the spirit and
community surrounding this classic vehicle. It is a celebration of the enduring appeal of the 1946
model.

1946 Ford Business Coupe
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  1946 ford business coupe: Project Street Rod Larry Lyles, 2012-10-02 Project Street Rod is
a complete guide to restoring a vintage car, written by auto-restoration guru Larry Lyles, a regular
contributor to Auto Restorer magazine. In this detailed 21-chapter volume, Lyles walks the car
owner through every step of the modification, from the disassembly of the car and to the finish
touches, all with detailed instructions. Lyles transforms a beat-up 1946 Ford into a car the looks
nice, is very dependable, and is decked out with many of the [necessary] modern-day trappings. The
title of each chapter is straightforward and tells the restorer exactly which step Lyles is explaining.
The contents includes: beginning the disassembly, exterior and interior, and taking proper
measurements of each component; installing the front suspension; installing the engine; shocks,
spring and metal lines; floor pan installation, suicide doors, chopping the top, completing the top
chop, seats, air-conditioning, and brake pedal; first project mock-up; working with body filler; color
selection; new parts and fresh primer; ordering critical parts; the final clear coats; buildup; interior
trim; headliner and center console; and finishing touches. Each step in every chapter is
photographed as the author progresses along, with captions to spell out exactly what has to happen.
The book offers helpful advice about choice of tools and tips to make even beginners feel confident
about tackling the many steps involved. With nearly forty years experience in repairing, rebuilding,
and restoring classic cars (and lots of unclassic ones like this 1946 Ford!), Lyles emphasizes the
reader's need to organize his or her project by determining the course of the project, researching
suppliers, making lists of parts and their conditions, creating spreadsheets of estimated and actual
costs, and photographing each component as a reference for later in case the restoration goes off
track. Each chapter ends with a notes page for the reader to record his or her progress, making this
manual a practical workbook as well. When the reader gets to the final pages of the book and reads
the sections Starting Up and The Walk Around, there will be a true sense of accomplishment. An
appendix of part suppliers and an index complete the book.
  1946 ford business coupe: Edsel Ford and E.T. Gregorie Henry Dominguez, 1999-06-29 The
relationship that developed between Edsel Ford and E.T. Bob Gregorie (Ford Motor Company's first
design chief) was unique in automotive history. Gregorie leaned heavily on Edsel for his support and
protection, and Edsel depended on Gregorie for his creative abilities. Edsel Ford and E.T. Gregorie is
the first book to provide in-depth analysis of how the early Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns were
designed. Based on first hand discussions with Gregorie, author Henry Dominguez covers every
major design of Gregorie's career. Automotive historians have listed the 1936 Zephyr, 1938 Zephyr,
and 1939 Continental as Gregorie's greatest achievements. This book details the hows and whys of
every Ford product designed under his tutelage.
  1946 ford business coupe: Old Car Detective Bill Sherk, 2011-03-18 In this hilarious
collection of old car stories, Canada's very own Old Car Detective Bill Sherk presents 80 of his
favourite stories spanning the years from 1925 to 1965. Behind every old car there's a story waiting
to be told, all the way from your grandparents' Model T Ford to the Mustang you drove in high
school.
  1946 ford business coupe: Warren's World ,
  1946 ford business coupe: American Cars, 1946-1959 J. “Kelly” Flory, Jr., 2008-11-24 From
the resumption of automobile production at the close of World War II through the 1950s, the
American auto industry would see the births and deaths of several manufacturers, great
technological advances, and an era of dramatic styling as a prospering nation asserted its growing
mobility. Cars of this period are among the most iconic vehicles ever built in the United States: the
1949 Ford, the remarkable Studebaker designs of 1950 and 1953, the 1955-1957 Chevrolets, the
Forward Look Chrysler products, the ill-fated Edsel and many others. This comprehensive reference
book details every model from each of the major manufacturers (including independents such as
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Kaiser-Frazer and Crosley but excluding very low-volume marques such as Tucker) from model years
1946 through 1959. Year by year, it provides an overview of the industry and market, followed by an
individual report on each company: its main news for the year (introductions or cancellations of
models, new engines and transmissions, advertising themes, sales trends etc.); its production figures
and market status; and its powertrain offerings, paint colors and major options. The company's
models are then detailed individually with such information as body styles, prices, dimensions and
weights, standard equipment and production figures. Nearly 1,000 photographs are included.
  1946 ford business coupe: Salway v. Secretary of State, 321 MICH 211 (1948) , 1948 49
  1946 ford business coupe: Barn Find Road Trip Tom Cotter, 2015-09-28 Great collector cars
are still out there--just waiting to be found! Sadly, there is very little reality in reality TV. That
wouldn't be so bad except for the fact that these shows are the only TV shows for the barn-find
collector car aficionado. Barn Find Road Trip is the antidote to all the manufactured collector reality
shows. It's a real-world, barn-find banzai run in which auto archaeologist Tom Cotter, his car
collector pal Brian Barr, and photographer Michael Alan Ross embarked on a 14-day
collector-car-seeking adventure with no predetermined destinations. It's barn-find freestyle!
Roaming the Southeast, they documented their day-to-day car search in photos and through stories
and interviews. This trip is absolutely real and the same kind of junket any gearhead with the skills,
knowledge, and time can undertake. Cotter and company hit the road in Cotter's 1939 Ford Woody,
the kind of car that opened doors and started the conversations that revealed where interesting cars
were squirreled away. The result? The discovery of over 1,000 collector cars and some of the most
amazing barn-find stories Cotter has yet unearthed, all accompanied by Ross' evocative
photography. If you love stories of automotive adventure, this is the book for you!
  1946 ford business coupe: The Journal of the Assembly During the ... Session of the
Legislature of the State of California California. Legislature. Assembly, 1953
  1946 ford business coupe: Federal Register , 1946-08
  1946 ford business coupe: Walking with My Sunshine Rufus Franklin Stephenson, 2012-12-13
In the sequel to From Dixieland to Frisco Bay, Rufus Franklin Stephenson tells us the story of a
romance which has lasted for more than half a century. Walking with My Sunshine chronicles his
marriage to Joyce, the love of his life. When Rufus and Joyce decided to marry at a very young age,
few supported them. Yet despite everything, they proved that true love can overcome any form of
adversity, and can last a lifetime. Nourished by faith in God, the blessing of children, and
unwavering loyalty to each other, their marriage has been the foundation for a family, now four
generations strong, who know that the best moments in life are those that are shared with those we
love. This is a story of family, of forgiveness, of building a life with faith. It is one that will lift your
heart.
  1946 ford business coupe: A Layman's Daily Devotional Curt Donahue, 2017-02-27 A
Layman's Daily Devotional was written by a layman for laypeople of all ages. It is mostly devoid of
theological terms, so it is easier for the average person to understand. There are applicable
illustrations to help people comprehend the message from Scripture and its application to the
message of the day. There is a devotion for every day of the year, and several devotions for specific
days in the Christian calendar, as well as for days on which we honor both mothers and fathers. The
reader will likely gain a closer relationship with their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through daily use
and may also develop a closer relationship with family members when used as a family devotion. The
changing and challenging circumstances in our world today require closer relationships with both
God and family. A Layman's Daily Devotional lends itself to development of both relationships. With
few exceptions, each devotion is a stand-alone devotion. This book would make a meaningful gift to a
young person venturing out on their own, who could develop the habit early of spending time each
day with God, which is always a good way to start every day. A Layman's Daily Devotional is written
such that it can be used year after year throughout one's life.
  1946 ford business coupe: Edsel Henry L Dominguez, 2002-10-01 Carefully crafted from
thousands of Ford archives, written interviews, and first-hand accounts told by people who knew the



man, Edsel: The Story of Henry Ford's Forgotten Son, brings into focus the remarkable life of Edsel
Ford. The book chronicle's Edsel's life from his early days of growing up in and around his father's
company, through the controversy of his World War I draft notice and eventual exemption, the
design change from the Model T to the Model A, and the creation of the Ford Foundation. 27
chapters in all help to shed light on the life of a man who preferred to spend most of his life out of
the limelight.
  1946 ford business coupe: Woodlawn Todd Gerelds, 2015-09-15 Now a major motion picture
starring Jon Voight, Nic Bishop, and C. Thomas Howell. This riveting true story of courage, strength,
and football at the height of racial tension in Birmingham, Alabama tells the story of Coach Tandy
Gerelds, his running back Tony Nathan, and a high school football game that healed a city. In the
midst of violent, impassioned racial tensions in Birmingham, Alabama, new football coach, Tandy
Gerelds, was struggling to create a winning football team at Woodlawn High School—one of the last
schools in Birmingham to integrate. The team he was handed did not have the caliber of players he
needed to win—until he saw Tony Nathan run. But Tony was African American and Coach Gerelds
knew that putting him in as running back would be like drawing a target on his own back and the
back of his soon-to-be star player. But Coach Gerelds saw something in Tony, and he knew that his
decision to let him play was about more than football. It was about doing what was right for the
school—and the city. And soon, the only place in the city where blacks and whites got along was on
Coach Gerelds’s football team. With the help of a new school chaplain, Tony learned to look beyond
himself and realized that there was more at stake than winning a game. In 1974, Coach Gerelds’s
interracial team made Alabama history drawing 42,000 fans into the stadium to watch them play. It
was this game that triggered the unity and support of the Woodlawn High School Colonels and that
finally allowed a city to heal and taught its citizens how to love.
  1946 ford business coupe: Gdt Speedster from Dream to Reality Gene D. Dickirson, 2007
The GDT Speedster is a world famous, award-winning, one-of-a-kind high performance sports car.
This book details why and how nine automotive professionals formed a team then designed and built
the beautiful work of art from scratch. The team members are all car guys who longed to build a
special car free of the encumbrances of corporate bureaucracy. The book describes the planning,
designing and building actions the team took to create the GDT Speedster during the 6 year project.
The book lists the complete vehicle performance and dimensional specifications. It also includes the
important but seldom discussed topic of fabrication cost--P. [4] of cover.
  1946 ford business coupe: Popular Mechanics , 1996-05 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  1946 ford business coupe: A Farm Boy Sees the World Donald F. Megnin, 2008-07-11 This
story about a farm boy who for the first time is really exposed to the world as he had never
envisioned it to be, but grew up fascinated by the variety and unique types of people whom he has
encountered over the course of his lifetime. Obviously, a great deal has been left out or omitted:
some intentionally, and some inadvertently. The aging mind begins to remember people, places and
events which have had a lasting impact as the years have gone by. Ive no doubt left out some very
salient points which others may remember, but I have forgotten. I also, however, have remembered
events people and places which some persons may have preferred to forget. Hence, as time goes by
those whose lives have had the greatest impact upon my own life may already be among those who
have gone on while the rest of us await our own end one of these years.
  1946 ford business coupe: Reports of the Tax Court of the United States United States.
Tax Court, 1957 Final issue of each volume includes table of cases reported in the volume.
  1946 ford business coupe: Reports of the United States Tax Court United States. Tax Court,
1959
  1946 ford business coupe: Cars & Parts , 2000-07
  1946 ford business coupe: Bill Sherk Behind the Wheel 3-Book Bundle Bill Sherk,



2016-05-28 The rubber meets the road in Bill Sherk’s well-loved series of automotive books, a
must-read for fans of classic and, er, “classic” cars. Includes 60 Years Behind the Wheel: From
rumble seats and running broads to power tops and tailfins, Bill Sherk captures the thrill of motoring
in Canada from the dawn of the twentieth century to 1960. Old Car Detective: Canada’s very own
Old Car Detective Bill Sherk presents 80 of his favourite stories from all 10 provinces, spanning the
years from 1925 to 1965. I’ll Never Forget My First Car: Bill Sherk describes in vivid detail the trials
and tribulations of those brave souls who threw caution to the wind and money down the drain: They
went out and bought their very first cars.
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