1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram is an essential reference for anyone working on the
ignition system of a 1979 Ford vehicle. Understanding the wiring diagram helps in diagnosing
electrical issues, performing repairs, or upgrading the ignition system effectively. The ignition module
plays a critical role in controlling the timing and firing of the spark plugs, ensuring optimal engine
performance. This article will guide you through the wiring layout, key components, troubleshooting
tips, and installation instructions related to the 1979 Ford ignition module. Whether you are a
mechanic, automotive technician, or an enthusiast, this comprehensive guide will provide valuable
insights into the electrical connections and functions of the ignition module. Proper knowledge of this
wiring diagram can prevent common ignition problems and improve vehicle reliability. The following
sections will cover everything from basic wiring identification to advanced troubleshooting
techniques.
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Overview of the 1979 Ford Ignition System

The ignition system in a 1979 Ford vehicle is designed to generate and deliver the necessary spark to
ignite the air-fuel mixture within the engine cylinders. The ignition module serves as an electronic
control device that regulates the timing of the spark based on engine speed and other parameters.
This system replaced older mechanical points and condenser setups, offering improved reliability and
performance. Understanding the basic layout is crucial before diving into the wiring diagram.

Function of the Ignition Module

The ignition module controls the flow of electrical current to the ignition coil, which then generates
the high voltage required for spark plug operation. It receives input signals from the distributor and
engine sensors to precisely time the spark events. Proper wiring ensures that the module receives the
correct power supply and signal inputs to operate efficiently.

Components Integration

The ignition module works in tandem with other key ignition components such as the ignition coil,
distributor, spark plugs, and the vehicle’s battery. Each part is interconnected through a series of



wires that transmit electrical signals and power. The 1979 Ford ignition system wiring diagram
illustrates these connections and clarifies the role of each wire within the circuit.

Detailed Wiring Diagram Explanation

The 1979 Ford ignition module wiring diagram provides a visual representation of the electrical
connections between the ignition module and associated components. It identifies wire colors,
terminal locations, and the flow of current through the ignition system. This section breaks down the
wiring diagram to facilitate easier understanding and application.

Wire Color Codes and Their Significance

Wire color coding is a standardized method to identify the purpose of each wire in the ignition system.
Common colors include:

* Red: Battery positive voltage supply
e Black: Ground connection
e Green: Signal input from the distributor

e White or Yellow: Output to the ignition coil

Correct identification of these colors ensures accurate connection and prevents electrical faults.

Terminal Identification on the Ignition Module

The ignition module typically has several terminals, each corresponding to a specific input or output.
These terminals connect to wires coming from the battery, distributor, coil, and ground. The wiring
diagram specifies the terminal numbers or letters, making it easier to match wires to their correct
points.

Key Components and Their Connections

Understanding the role and wiring of each key component is vital when working with the 1979 Ford
ignition module wiring diagram. This section highlights the main parts and their electrical
connections.

Ignition Coil

The ignition coil transforms low voltage from the battery into the high voltage needed to create a
spark at the spark plugs. It is connected to the ignition module via the coil positive and coil negative
terminals, as indicated in the wiring diagram.



Distributor

The distributor contains a rotor and contacts that help distribute the high voltage to the correct spark
plug. It also sends timing signals to the ignition module through the pickup coil wiring, which is crucial
for spark timing control.

Battery and Power Supply

The battery provides the electrical power necessary for the ignition system to function. The wiring
diagram shows the direct connection from the battery positive terminal to the ignition module and
coil, as well as grounding points to complete the circuit.

Troubleshooting Common Ignition Module Issues

Ignition module problems can cause engine misfires, hard starting, or complete failure to start.
Utilizing the 1979 Ford ignition module wiring diagram can assist in diagnosing these issues by tracing
wiring faults or component failures.

Symptoms of a Faulty Ignition Module

* Engine fails to start or stalls intermittently
e Misfiring or rough idle
e Check engine light or ignition warning light activation

¢ Loss of power during acceleration

These symptoms often indicate wiring problems or a defective ignition module.

Step-by-Step Diagnostic Process

To troubleshoot effectively, follow these steps:

=

. Inspect all wiring connections for corrosion, breaks, or loose terminals.

2. Use a multimeter to test continuity and voltage levels along the ignition module wiring.
3. Check the battery voltage to ensure adequate power supply.

4. Test the ignition coil resistance as per manufacturer specifications.

5. Replace the ignition module if all wiring and coil tests are within normal ranges but the problem
persists.



Installation and Replacement Guidelines

Proper installation of the ignition module according to the 1979 Ford ignition module wiring diagram is
critical for optimal performance and longevity. This section provides guidelines for safe and accurate
replacement or installation.

Preparation and Safety Precautions

Before beginning any work, disconnect the vehicle’s battery to prevent electrical shocks or short
circuits. Gather all necessary tools and ensure the replacement ignition module is compatible with the
1979 Ford model.

Wiring and Mounting Procedures

Follow the wiring diagram precisely to connect the ignition module wires to their designated
terminals. Secure the module in a location that protects it from heat, moisture, and vibration. Verify
all connections are tight and insulated to avoid shorts or interference.

Post-Installation Checks

After installation, reconnect the battery and start the engine. Observe for smooth engine operation
and absence of ignition-related issues. Use diagnostic equipment if available to confirm proper
ignition timing and module function.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the ignition module in a 1979 Ford?

The ignition module in a 1979 Ford controls the timing and distribution of the electrical current to the
ignition coil, ensuring proper spark generation for engine combustion.

Where can | find a wiring diagram for the 1979 Ford ignition
module?

Wiring diagrams for the 1979 Ford ignition module can typically be found in the vehicle's factory
service manual, repair guides, or online automotive forums and websites specializing in classic Ford
vehicles.

How is the ignition module wired in a 1979 Ford ignition



system?

The ignition module wiring in a 1979 Ford usually includes connections to the ignition coil, battery
power supply, distributor pickup coil, and ground. Specific wire colors and terminals depend on the
exact model and engine type.

Can I replace the ignition module in my 1979 Ford using the
wiring diagram?

Yes, a wiring diagram helps identify correct wire connections and terminals, making it easier to
replace the ignition module properly and avoid wiring errors that could damage the system.

What are common wire colors for the ignition module on a
1979 Ford?

Common wire colors include red or pink for battery power, black for ground, green or yellow for the
coil trigger, and other colors for the pickup coil signals, but these can vary by model and engine.

Does the 1979 Ford ignition module require a specific wiring
sequence?

While there isn't a strict wiring sequence, proper connection of power, ground, coil, and pickup coil
wires according to the wiring diagram is essential for correct ignition module function.

How can | troubleshoot ignition module wiring issues on a
1979 Ford?

Use the wiring diagram to check for continuity, correct voltage, and proper grounding at each
connection point. Inspect for damaged wires, loose connectors, or corrosion that can cause ignition
problems.

Is the ignition module wiring the same for all 1979 Ford
models?

No, wiring can vary depending on the Ford model, engine size, and ignition system type. Always refer
to the specific wiring diagram for your vehicle's model and engine configuration.

Can | upgrade the ignition module wiring in a 1979 Ford to
improve performance?

Upgrading wiring with higher quality connectors, thicker gauge wires, or modern ignition modules can
improve reliability and performance, but it requires careful adherence to the wiring diagram to ensure
compatibility.



Are there digital versions of the 1979 Ford ignition module
wiring diagram available?

Yes, many websites, online forums, and digital repair manuals offer downloadable PDFs or interactive
diagrams of the 1979 Ford ignition module wiring for easier reference during repairs or restoration.

Additional Resources

1. Ford Ignition Systems: A Comprehensive Guide to Wiring and Troubleshooting

This book provides an in-depth look at Ford ignition systems, focusing on wiring diagrams, including
those from the late 1970s like the 1979 models. It covers the basics of ignition module function,
installation procedures, and common troubleshooting techniques. Ideal for both hobbyists and
professional mechanics, the guide helps readers understand and repair ignition modules effectively.

2. Classic Ford Vehicle Electrical Systems: Wiring Diagrams and Repair

Focusing on classic Ford vehicles, this book offers detailed wiring diagrams and step-by-step repair
instructions. The 1979 Ford ignition module wiring is explored with clear illustrations, making it easier
to diagnose electrical issues. It also provides tips on maintaining and upgrading vintage Ford
electrical components.

3. Automotive Wiring Diagrams: Ford Edition

This edition specializes in Ford vehicles, including the 1979 ignition module wiring layouts. It is a
valuable resource for understanding the wiring schematics of various Ford models, offering clarity on
complex circuits. The book also discusses common faults and how to fix them, making it a practical
manual for repairs.

4. The 1970s Ford Repair Manual: Electrical and Ignition Systems

Dedicated to Ford models from the 1970s, this manual includes detailed ignition module wiring
diagrams and repair strategies. It breaks down electrical system components and explains how to
troubleshoot ignition issues specifically for 1979 Ford vehicles. The manual is an essential tool for
restoring or maintaining older Ford cars.

5. Ignition Module Fundamentals for Ford Enthusiasts

This book focuses on the fundamentals of Ford ignition modules, including wiring, operation, and
diagnostics. It features a section on the 1979 Ford ignition system, providing clear diagrams and
troubleshooting tips. Enthusiasts and mechanics alike will find this resource helpful for understanding
and servicing ignition modules.

6. Ford Electrical Wiring Handbook: From Classic to Modern Models

Covering a broad range of Ford vehicles, this handbook includes detailed wiring diagrams, including
the 1979 Ford ignition module. It explains electrical principles and offers practical advice for wiring
repairs and upgrades. The book is designed to help readers navigate the complexities of Ford’s
electrical systems with confidence.

1. Step-by-Step Guide to Ford Ignition System Repairs

This guide offers step-by-step instructions for diagnosing and repairing Ford ignition systems, with a
focus on models from the late 1970s. The 1979 ignition module wiring diagram is included, along with
detailed explanations of each component’s function. It is suitable for both beginners and experienced
mechanics.



8. Vintage Ford Electrical Systems: Restoration and Maintenance

Aimed at vintage Ford owners and restorers, this book covers electrical system restoration, including
ignition modules from the 1979 era. It provides wiring diagrams, maintenance tips, and common
repair techniques to keep classic Ford cars running smoothly. The book emphasizes preserving
originality while ensuring reliability.

9. Ford Ignition Module Wiring Explained: Troubleshooting and Repair

This technical manual breaks down the wiring and operation of Ford ignition modules, with a special
focus on the 1979 models. It includes detailed diagrams and troubleshooting flowcharts to help
identify and resolve ignition system problems. The book is an essential resource for anyone working
with Ford ignition electronics.
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George Reid, 2015-10-15 If there is one thing Ford enthusiasts have learned over the years,
deciphering which Ford parts work with which Ford engines is a far more difficult task than with
many other engine families. Will Cleveland heads fit on my Windsor block? Can I build a stroker
motor with factory parts? Can I gain compression by using older-model cylinder heads, and will it
restrict flow? Is there a difference between Windsor 2-barrel and 4-barrel heads? These are just a
few examples of common questions Ford fans have. These and many other questions are examined in
this all-new update of a perennial best seller. Thoroughly researched and, unlike previous editions,
now focused entirely on the small-block Windsor and Cleveland engine families, Ford Small Block
Engine Parts Interchange includes critical information on Ford’s greatest small-block engines and
goes into great detail on the highly desirable high-performance hardware produced throughout the
1960s, 1970s, and 1980s. By combining some of the best parts from various years, some great
performance potential can be unlocked in ways Ford never offered to the general public. Following
the advice in Ford Small-Block Engine Parts Interchange, these engine combinations can become
reality. You will find valuable information on cranks, blocks, heads, cams, intakes, rods, pistons, and
even accessories to guide you through your project. Author George Reid has once again done
extensive research to accurately deliver a thorough and complete collection of Ford small-block
information in this newly revised edition. Knowing what internal factory engine parts can be used
across the wide range of production Ford power plants is invaluable to the hot rodder and swap
meet/eBay shopper. Whether building a stroker Cleveland or a hopped-up Windsor, this book is an
essential guide.

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Chilton's Truck and Van Repair Manual,
1979-86 , 1986 Combines photographs, line drawings, and exploded views with detailed overhaul
procedures for specific units and components.

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Motor Auto Repair Manual , 1984 Spine title:
Motor auto repair. Provides specific instructions for the repair of cars built from 1979 to 1985.

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Automotive Engine Performance: Practice
manual Ken Layne, 1993
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1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Shop Manual Chek Chart, 1996-06-30

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Chilton's Auto Repair Manual Chilton Automotive
Books, 1980

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Chilton Auto Repair Manual, 1980 Chilton
Automotive Editorial Staff, Chilton Book Company, 1979

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Chilton's Auto Repair Manual, 1984 Chilton
Book Company, 1983-11 Documents specifications, repairs, and servicing procedures for individual
models, and provides information on component repair and overhaul

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Diagnosis and Troubleshooting of Automotive
Electrical, Electronic, and Computer Systems James D. Halderman, 1991 This second edition is
updated and streamlined to make learning electrical and electronic systems easy. At the request of
service technicians and instructors form throughout the United States and Canada, information on
computer sensors, high-intensity discharge (HID) headlights, antilock breaks, OBD ll, and digital
meter usage have been included. A sample, ASE-style test is included in the appendix.

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Chilton's Auto Repair Manual 1986 Chilton
Book Company, 1985

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Motor Auto Repair Manual Louis C. Forier, 1978
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Manual Michael J. Kromida, 1984

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Ford Mustang & Mercury Capri, 1979-1986,
Includes Turbo Kalton C. Lahue, 1986

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Popular Mechanics , 1978-08 Popular
Mechanics inspires, instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world.
Whether it’s practical DIY home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on
the newest cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech
lifestyle.

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Automobile Electronics and Basic Electrical
Systems Ken Layne, 1989-10

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Chilton's Truck and Van Repair Manual Chilton
Automotive Books, 1980

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Chilton's Import Car Repair Manual, 1986 , 1985

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Ford Fiesta 1977 thru 1980 John Haynes,
1965-06-01 Haynes offers the best coverage for cars, trucks, vans, SUVs and motorcycles on the
market today. Each manual contains easy to follow step-by-step instructions linked to hundreds of
photographs and illustrations. Included in every manual: troubleshooting section to help identify
specific problems; tips that give valuable short cuts to make the job easier and eliminate the need
for special tools; notes, cautions and warnings for the home mechanic; color spark plug diagnosis
and an easy to use index.
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