
1980's music history
1980's music history represents a dynamic and transformative era in the
evolution of popular music. This decade saw the emergence of new genres, the
rise of iconic superstars, and the advent of innovative technologies that
reshaped the soundscape. From the dominance of synth-pop and new wave to the
explosive growth of hip-hop and the continued influence of rock, the 1980s
marked a pivotal chapter in music history. This period also featured the
proliferation of music videos, largely driven by the launch of MTV, which
revolutionized how audiences engaged with music. Exploring the 1980's music
history involves examining key genres, influential artists, technological
advancements, and cultural impacts that defined the decade. The following
sections will delve into these aspects in detail, providing a comprehensive
overview of this vibrant period in music.

The Rise of New Genres in the 1980s

Influential Artists and Bands of the 1980s

Technological Innovations and Their Impact on Music

The Role of MTV and Music Videos

Cultural and Social Impact of 1980's Music

The Rise of New Genres in the 1980s
The 1980s were characterized by the birth and popularization of several new
musical genres that would leave a lasting imprint on music history. This
decade witnessed the expansion of electronic music, the mainstream
breakthrough of hip-hop, and the diversification of rock and pop styles. The
fusion of traditional instruments with synthesizers and drum machines created
fresh sounds that defined the era.

Synth-Pop and New Wave
Synth-pop and new wave dominated much of 1980's music history, marked by
heavy use of synthesizers, electronic drums, and catchy melodies. Bands like
Depeche Mode, The Human League, and Duran Duran popularized this style, which
combined futuristic sounds with pop sensibilities. These genres offered a
clean, polished production style that contrasted with the rawness of punk
rock yet retained its rebellious spirit.



Hip-Hop and Rap Emergence
Hip-hop and rap emerged from urban centers, particularly New York City,
transforming the music landscape in the 1980s. Artists such as Run-DMC,
Public Enemy, and LL Cool J brought rap from underground parties to
mainstream radio. This genre combined rhythmic spoken word with DJing
techniques, breakdancing culture, and graffiti art, creating a powerful
cultural movement that extended beyond music.

Heavy Metal and Hard Rock Expansion
Heavy metal and hard rock saw significant growth during the 1980s, with bands
like Metallica, Guns N' Roses, and Def Leppard gaining massive followings.
The decade introduced subgenres such as glam metal, characterized by flashy
aesthetics and anthemic choruses. This era of metal combined technical
musicianship with theatrical performances, appealing to a broad audience.

Other Notable Genres

Post-punk: Bands like The Cure and Joy Division pushed the boundaries of
punk with darker, more experimental sounds.

Dance and Disco Evolution: While disco declined from its 1970s peak,
dance music evolved into electronic dance and house music.

Alternative Rock Beginnings: Early alternative rock acts began to form,
laying groundwork for the 1990s music scene.

Influential Artists and Bands of the 1980s
The 1980s produced some of the most influential and enduring artists in music
history. Their creativity, innovation, and star power helped shape the
decade’s sound and cultural identity. These artists often crossed genre
boundaries and pioneered new artistic expressions.

Michael Jackson: The King of Pop
Michael Jackson was arguably the most influential figure in 1980's music
history. His 1982 album "Thriller" became the best-selling album of all time,
featuring groundbreaking music videos and a blend of pop, rock, and R&B.
Jackson’s artistry and showmanship set new standards for performance and
visual storytelling in music.



Madonna: The Queen of Reinvention
Madonna rose to prominence in the 1980s with her bold image and versatile
musical style. She pushed cultural boundaries and became a symbol of female
empowerment through hits like "Like a Virgin" and "Material Girl." Her
ability to reinvent herself kept her relevant throughout the decade and
beyond.

Prince and His Musical Genius
Prince’s eclectic blend of funk, rock, and pop made him a standout artist in
1980's music history. Albums such as "Purple Rain" showcased his virtuosic
guitar skills and innovative production techniques. Prince’s impact extended
beyond music into fashion and social commentary.

Other Key Artists and Bands

U2: Known for their anthemic rock and socially conscious lyrics.

Whitney Houston: A powerhouse vocalist who dominated the charts.

Bruce Springsteen: The embodiment of American rock storytelling.

Queen: Continued to innovate with their theatrical rock style.

Technological Innovations and Their Impact on
Music
Technological advancements in the 1980s revolutionized music production and
distribution, influencing the sound and accessibility of music during this
pivotal decade. These innovations played a critical role in the development
of genres and artist exposure.

The Rise of the Synthesizer and Drum Machines
The widespread adoption of synthesizers and drum machines allowed musicians
to create new textures and rhythms previously unattainable with traditional
instruments. The Yamaha DX7 and Roland TR-808 became iconic tools in the
studio, shaping the distinctive sound of 1980's music history across genres
like synth-pop, hip-hop, and electronic music.



Digital Recording and Sampling
Digital recording technology improved sound quality and editing flexibility,
leading to cleaner, more polished productions. Sampling technology enabled
artists to incorporate sounds from other recordings into new compositions,
fostering creativity and genre blending. This was especially influential in
hip-hop and electronic music.

Compact Discs (CDs) and Music Distribution
The introduction of the compact disc in the early 1980s transformed how music
was consumed. CDs offered superior sound quality and durability compared to
vinyl and cassettes, accelerating the shift toward digital formats. This
change influenced album production and marketing strategies.

The Role of MTV and Music Videos
MTV, launched in 1981, was a groundbreaking platform that changed how music
was marketed and experienced. Music videos became a crucial element of an
artist’s success, providing visual narratives that complemented and enhanced
the music.

The Birth of Music Television
MTV’s 24-hour music video format created a new promotional avenue for
artists. The channel rapidly influenced the popularity of songs and helped
launch the careers of numerous performers. The visual element added a new
layer of artistic expression and audience engagement.

Iconic Music Videos and Their Influence
Several music videos from the 1980s became cultural landmarks. Michael
Jackson’s "Thriller" combined cinematic storytelling with elaborate
choreography, setting a new standard. Videos by artists like Madonna, Duran
Duran, and Peter Gabriel also pushed creative boundaries and enhanced the
appeal of their music.

Impact on Artist Image and Branding
Music videos allowed artists to cultivate distinctive images and personas,
influencing fashion and popular culture. This visual branding was essential
in the competitive music industry of the 1980s and contributed to the era’s
vibrant and diverse musical landscape.



Cultural and Social Impact of 1980's Music
The music of the 1980s not only entertained but also reflected and influenced
broader cultural and social trends. It played a key role in shaping
identities, political discourse, and technological engagement during the
decade.

Music as a Reflection of Social Issues
Many artists used their platform to address social and political issues.
Songs about war, poverty, and human rights resonated with audiences and
contributed to awareness and activism. For example, the Live Aid concerts in
1985 demonstrated music’s power to mobilize global humanitarian efforts.

Fashion and Lifestyle Influences
The styles associated with 1980's music history influenced fashion trends
worldwide. From punk leather jackets to glam metal spandex and bold pop
costumes, music and fashion were deeply intertwined. These trends contributed
to the decade’s distinctive cultural identity.

Legacy and Influence on Future Music
The innovations and trends of 1980's music history laid the groundwork for
future developments in popular music. The fusion of electronic elements, the
rise of music video culture, and the elevation of artist branding continue to
shape the music industry today. The decade remains a touchstone for artists
and fans alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were some of the defining characteristics of
1980s music?
1980s music was characterized by the rise of synthesizers and electronic
instruments, the popularity of MTV which emphasized music videos, a blend of
genres including pop, rock, new wave, and the emergence of hip hop as a
mainstream genre.

Which artists were most influential in 1980s music?
Some of the most influential artists of the 1980s include Michael Jackson,
Madonna, Prince, U2, Duran Duran, and Whitney Houston, who shaped the sound
and culture of the decade.



How did MTV impact music in the 1980s?
MTV, launched in 1981, revolutionized the music industry by promoting music
videos, which became essential for artists to gain exposure. It influenced
fashion, dance, and the visual presentation of music, making the 1980s a
visually-driven era in music history.

What role did synthesizers play in 1980s music?
Synthesizers were central to the 1980s sound, enabling new electronic
textures and styles. They were widely used in pop, new wave, and dance music,
contributing to the distinctive futuristic and polished sound of the decade.

How did 1980s music contribute to the development of
hip hop?
The 1980s saw hip hop evolve from underground culture to mainstream music,
with pioneering artists like Run-DMC, Public Enemy, and LL Cool J. The decade
introduced rap to a broader audience and integrated hip hop into popular
music culture.

What was the significance of Michael Jackson's
'Thriller' album?
Released in 1982, 'Thriller' became the best-selling album of all time,
breaking numerous records. It showcased innovative music videos, diverse
musical styles, and helped popularize pop and R&B worldwide, solidifying
Michael Jackson as the 'King of Pop.'

How did gender and image play a role in 1980s music
culture?
1980s music placed great emphasis on image and style, with artists like
Madonna and Prince challenging traditional gender norms and using fashion and
performance to express identity, sexuality, and empowerment, influencing
broader cultural conversations.

What genres emerged or gained popularity during the
1980s?
The 1980s saw the rise of new wave, synth-pop, hair metal, and the mainstream
breakthrough of hip hop. Dance music and electronic genres also flourished,
diversifying the musical landscape of the decade.

How did live performances and concerts evolve in the



1980s?
Live performances became more theatrical and technologically advanced in the
1980s, with elaborate stage designs, lighting, and special effects. Artists
like U2 and Madonna used concerts as a platform for storytelling and visual
spectacle, enhancing audience engagement.

Additional Resources
1. Rip It Up and Start Again: Postpunk 1978-1984
This book by Simon Reynolds explores the post-punk movement that shaped the
1980s music scene. It delves into how bands broke away from punk rock's
simplicity to create innovative sounds that influenced alternative and indie
music. The narrative covers iconic groups like Joy Division, Talking Heads,
and The Cure, offering insights into their creative processes and cultural
impact.

2. Electric Dreams: The Story of Synthpop
"Electric Dreams" chronicles the rise of synthpop in the 1980s, a genre
defined by its use of synthesizers and electronic production. Author Mark
Beaumont examines the pioneers such as Depeche Mode, New Order, and Pet Shop
Boys, highlighting how technology transformed popular music. The book also
addresses the genre's influence on fashion and youth culture during the
decade.

3. Thriller: The Making of Michael Jackson’s Masterpiece
This detailed account focuses on the creation of Michael Jackson’s
groundbreaking album "Thriller," which dominated the 1980s music landscape.
Author Nelson George provides behind-the-scenes stories about the recording
sessions, collaborations with producers like Quincy Jones, and the album's
impact on pop music worldwide. It also explores Jackson’s innovative music
videos and his role in breaking racial barriers on MTV.

4. MTV Generation: How Music Television Changed the 80s
This book examines the revolutionary effect of MTV on the music industry and
popular culture during the 1980s. Author Susan Douglas discusses how the
channel's visual format helped launch the careers of artists like Madonna,
Prince, and Duran Duran. It also explores how music videos became a new form
of artistic expression and marketing tool.

5. Girls to the Front: The True Story of the Riot Grrrl Revolution
Though emerging in the late 1980s and early 1990s, this book by Sara Marcus
traces the roots of the Riot Grrrl movement back to the 1980s punk scene. It
highlights the role of female musicians and activists in challenging the
male-dominated music industry and addressing social issues like sexism and
empowerment. The narrative connects these origins to the broader cultural
shifts of the decade.

6. Back to the 80s: The Rise of Hip Hop and Rap
This comprehensive history by Jeff Chang covers the explosion of hip hop



culture in the 1980s. It details the genre’s origins in the Bronx, the
evolution of rap music, and key figures like Run-DMC, Public Enemy, and LL
Cool J. The book also explores how hip hop began to influence mainstream
music and fashion during the decade.

7. Hair Metal Heroes: The Glam Rock Explosion of the 80s
Author Pamela Des Barres dives into the flamboyant world of 1980s hair metal,
spotlighting bands like Mötley Crüe, Poison, and Guns N’ Roses. The book
examines the style, excess, and music that defined the glam metal scene,
along with its cultural rise and eventual decline. It also discusses the
genre's impact on rock music and popular aesthetics.

8. Alternative Nation: How Indie Rock Shaped the 80s
This book explores the growth of indie and alternative rock in the 1980s,
focusing on bands such as R.E.M., The Smiths, and Sonic Youth. Written by Rob
Sheffield, it highlights the DIY ethic and underground scenes that challenged
mainstream music. The book captures the spirit of innovation and resistance
that characterized the decade’s alternative movement.

9. Pop Stars and Politics: Music and Social Change in the 1980s
This analysis by Tricia Rose investigates how 1980s musicians used their
platforms to address social and political issues. It covers benefit concerts
like Live Aid, protest songs, and the role of artists like U2 and Bob Geldof
in activism. The book discusses how the decade’s music reflected and
influenced public consciousness around topics like apartheid, war, and human
rights.

1980 S Music History
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  1980 s music history: Now that's what I call a history of the 1980s Lucy Robinson,
2023-07-18 Now that’s what I call a history of the 1980s tells the story of eighties Britain through its
popular culture. Charting era-defining moments from Lady Diana’s legs and the miners’ strike to
Glastonbury’s Pyramid Stage and Adam and the Ants, Lucy Robinson weaves together an alternative
history to the one we think we know. This is not a history of big geopolitical disasters, or a nostalgic
romp through discos, shoulder pads and yuppie culture. Instead, the book explores a mashing
together of different genres and fan bases in order to make sense of our recent past and give new
insights into the decade that defined both globalisation and excess. Packed with archival and
cultural research but written with verve and spark, the book offers as much to general readers as to
scholars of this period, presenting a distinctive and definitive contemporary history of 1980s Britain,
from pop to politics, to cold war cultures, censorship and sexuality.
  1980 s music history: England in the 1980s: A Decade of Change and Innovation Laura
Logan, Journey through a transformative era in British history with England in the 1980s: A Decade
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of Change and Innovation. This comprehensive guide captures the political upheaval, economic
shifts, cultural revolutions, and technological advancements that defined the nation during this
dynamic decade. Explore the profound impact of Margaret Thatcher's policies, the gripping events
of the Falklands War, and the contentious Miners' Strike. Delve into the rise of synthpop and
post-punk music, the growth of the financial sector, and the surge in entrepreneurship. Discover
how the British people navigated the social changes brought by deindustrialization, demographic
shifts, and new technological gadgets like the Sinclair ZX Spectrum and the Walkman. Featuring
detailed chapters on politics, economy, culture, and noteworthy events, this book paints a vivid
picture of 1980s England. From the iconic bands and films that captured the spirit of the age to the
pivotal events that shaped the nation, England in the 1980s offers a rich tapestry of stories and
insights. Whether you're a history enthusiast, a lover of 80s pop culture, or someone curious about
how this decade influenced modern Britain, this guide provides an engaging and thorough
exploration of a remarkable period. Join us as we revisit the legacy of the 1980s and its enduring
impact on the present day.
  1980 s music history: Global Dance Cultures in the 1970s and 1980s Flora Pitrolo, Marko
Zubak, 2022-03-28 This book explores some of disco’s other lives which thrived between the 1970s
and the 1980s, from oil-boom Nigeria to socialist Czechoslovakia, from post-colonial India to
war-torn Lebanon. It charts the translation of disco as a cultural form into musical, geo-political,
ideological and sociological landscapes that fall outside of its original conditions of production and
reception, capturing the variety of scenes, contexts and reasons for which disco took on diverse
dimensions in its global journey. With its deep repercussions in visual culture, gender politics, and
successive forms of popular music, art, fashion and style, disco as a musical genre and dance culture
is exemplary of how a subversive, marginal scene – that of queer and Black New York undergrounds
in the early 1970s – turned into a mainstream cultural industry. As it exploded, atomised and
travelled, disco served a number of different agendas; its aesthetic rootedness in ideas of pleasure,
transgression and escapism and its formal malleability, constructed around a four-on-the-floor beat,
allowed it to permeate a variety of local scenes for whom the meaning of disco shifted, sometimes in
unexpected and radical ways.
  1980 s music history: The Complete Book of 1980s Broadway Musicals Dan Dietz,
2016-02-18 For Broadway audiences of the 1980s, the decade was perhaps most notable for the
so-called “British invasion.” While concept musicals such as Nine and Stephen Sondheim's Sunday in
the Park with George continued to be produced, several London hits came to New York. In addition
to shows like Chess, Me and My Girl, and Les Miserables,the decade’s most successful
composerAndrew Lloyd Webberwas also well represented by Cats, The Phantom of the Opera, Song
& Dance, and Starlight Express. There were also many revivals (such as Show Boat and Gypsy),
surprise hits (The Pirates of Penzance), huge hits (42nd Street), and notorious flops (Into the Light,
Carrie, and Annie 2: Miss Hannigan's Revenge). In The Complete Book of 1980s Broadway Musicals,
Dan Dietz examines in detail every musical that opened on Broadway during the 1980s. In addition
to including every hit and flop that debuted during the decade, this book highlights revivals and
personal-appearance revues with such performers as Sid Caesar, Barry Manilow, Jackie Mason, and
Shirley MacLaine. Each entry includes the following information Opening and closing datesPlot
summariesCast membersNumber of performancesNames of all important personnel including
writers, composers, directors, choreographers, producers, and musical directorsMusical numbers
and the names of performers who introduced the songsProduction data, including information about
tryoutsSource materialCritical commentary Tony awards and nominations Details about London and
other foreign productions Besides separate entries for each production, the book offers numerous
appendixes, including a discography, filmography, and published scripts, as well as lists of Gilbert
and Sullivan operettas, black-themed shows, and Jewish-themed productions. A treasure trove of
information, The Complete Book of 1980s Broadway Musicals provides readers with a
comprehensive view of each show. This significant resource will be of use to scholars, historians,
and casual fans of one of the greatest decades in musical theatre history.



  1980 s music history: Excess and Innovation: The World in the 1980s Lorna Robbins, The
1980s stand as a watershed moment in global history, a decade of dramatic contrasts and profound
transformations. This period witnessed the rise of neoliberal economic policies, exemplified by
Reaganomics and Thatcherism, which reshaped global economic landscapes and spurred
unprecedented levels of economic growth in some sectors, while simultaneously exacerbating
inequalities and triggering crises in others. The decade also saw the advent of technological
advancements that fundamentally altered communication, information access, and everyday life.
Personal computers became ubiquitous, transforming businesses and homes alike, while the
development of mobile communication laid the foundation for the interconnected world we inhabit
today. Simultaneously, a generation grappled with the AIDS crisis, an unprecedented health
emergency that demanded urgent action while simultaneously highlighting societal biases and
failures. This tragedy is woven into the fabric of the 1980s, serving as a stark reminder of the human
cost of societal negligence and the urgency of collective action. Beyond these major shifts, the 1980s
witnessed a cultural explosion, marked by the rise of iconic pop stars, the emergence of new musical
genres, and the changing dynamics of fashion and identity. The trends of power dressing and the
explosive popularity of synthpop and hair metal all reflect a broader shift in cultural norms and
values. This book seeks to navigate these multifaceted aspects of the 1980s, providing a
comprehensive and multi-faceted analysis that integrates economic, technological, and cultural
developments. It explores the complex interplay between these seemingly disparate elements,
providing a cohesive narrative of a transformative decade. Through careful examination of these
interwoven threads, this work aims to offer a more profound understanding of the enduring legacies
of the 1980s, its lasting impacts on the social, economic, and political landscapes we inhabit today.
  1980 s music history: American Culture in the 1980s Graham Thompson, 2007-03-13 This
book looks beyond the common label of 'Ronald Reagan's America' to chart the complex intersection
of cultures in the 1980s. In doing so it provides an insightful account of the major cultural forms of
1980s America - literature and drama; film and television; music and performance; art and
photography - and influential texts and trends of the decade: from White Noise to Wall Street, from
Silicon Valley to MTV, and from Madonna to Cindy Sherman. A focused chapter considers the
changing dynamics of American culture in an increasingly globalised marketplace.
  1980 s music history: Early Music History Iain Fenlon, 2009-03-19 Early Music History is
devoted to the study of music from the early Middle Ages to the end of the seventeenth century. It
demands the highest standards of scholarship from its contributors, all of whom are leading
academics in their fields. It gives preference to studies pursuing interdisciplinary approaches and to
those developing novel methodological ideas. The scope is exceptionally broad and includes
manuscript studies, textual criticism, iconography, studies of the relationship between words and
music and the relationship between music and society. Articles in volume ten include: Machaut's
motet 15 and the Roman de la Rose: the literary context of Amours qui a le pouoir/Faus Samblant m'
a deceii/Vidi Dominum; Giulo de' Medici's music books; Parisian nobles, a Scottish princess and the
woman's voice in late medieval song.
  1980 s music history: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Music History Michael Miller,
2008-07-01 A beautifully composed journey through music history! Music history is a required
course for all music students. Unfortunately, the typical music history book is dry and academic,
focusing on rote memorization of important composers and works. This leads many to think that the
topic is boring, but bestselling author Michael Miller proves that isn’t so. This guide makes music
history interesting and fun, for both music students and older music lovers. • Covers more than
Western “classical” music—also includes non-Western music and uniquely American forms such as
jazz • More than just names and dates—puts musical developments in context with key historical
events
  1980 s music history: History as Fantasy in Music, Sound, Image, and Media James Cook,
Alexander Kolassa, Alexander Robinson, Adam Whittaker, 2024-04-11 Exploring how music is used
to portray the past in a variety of media, this book probes the relationship between history and



fantasy in the imagination of the musical past. The volume brings together essays from
multidisciplinary perspectives, addressing the use of music to convey a sense of the past in a wide
range of multimedia contexts, including television, documentaries, opera, musical theatre,
contemporary and historical film, videogames, and virtual reality. With a focus on early music and
medievalism, the contributors theorise the role of music and sound in constructing ideas of the past.
In three interrelated sections, the chapters problematise notions of historical authenticity on the
stage and screen; theorise the future of musical histories in immersive and virtual media; and
explore sound’s role in more fantastical appropriations of history in television and videogames.
Together, they pose provocative questions regarding our perceptions of ‘early’ music and the
sensory experience of distant history. Offering new ways to understand the past at the crossroads of
musical and visual culture, this collection is relevant to researchers across music, media, and
historical and cultural studies.
  1980 s music history: White Boys, White Noise: Masculinities and 1980s Indie Guitar Rock Dr
Matthew Bannister, 2013-01-28 To what extent do indie masculinities challenge the historical
construction of rock music as patriarchal? This key question is addressed by Matthew Bannister,
involving an in-depth examination of indie guitar rock in the 1980s as the culturally and historically
specific production of white men. Through textual analysis of musical and critical discourses,
Bannister provides the first book-length study of masculinity and ethnicity within the context of indie
guitar music within US, UK and New Zealand 'scenes'. Bannister argues that past theorisations of
(rock) masculinities have tended to set up varieties of working-class deviance and physical
machismo as 'straw men', oversimplifying masculinities as 'men behaving badly'. Such approaches
disavow the ways that masculine power is articulated in culture not only through representation but
also intellectual and theoretical discourse. By re-situating indie in a historical/cultural context of art
rock, he shows how masculine power can be rearticulated through high, avant-garde, bohemian
culture and aesthetic theory: canonism, negation (Adorno), passivity, voyeurism and camp (Andy
Warhol and the Velvet Underground), and primitivism and infantilism (Lester Bangs, Simon
Reynolds). In a related vein, he also assesses the impact of Freud on cultural theory, arguing that
reversing binary conceptions of gender by associating masculinities with an essentialised passive
femininity perpetuates patriarchal dualism. Drawing on his own experience as an indie musician,
Bannister surveys a range of indie artists, including The Smiths, The Jesus and Mary Chain, My
Bloody Valentine and The Go-Betweens; from the US, R.E.M., The Replacements, Dinosaur Jr,
Hüsker Dü, Nirvana and hardcore; and from NZ, Flying Nun acts, including The Chills, The Clean,
the Verlaines, Chris Knox, Bailter Space, and The Bats, demonstrating broad continuities between
these apparently disparate scenes, in terms of gender, aesthetic theory and approaches to popular
musical history. The result is a book which raises some important questions about how gender is
studied in popular culture and the degree to which alternative cultures can critique dominant
representations of gender.
  1980 s music history: Teaching Music History Mary Natvig, 2017-07-05 Unlike their
colleagues in music theory and music education, teachers of music history have tended not to
commit their pedagogical ideas to print. This collection of essays seeks to help redress the balance,
providing advice and guidance to those who teach a college-level music history or music
appreciation course, be they a graduate student setting out on their teaching career, or a seasoned
professor having to teach outside his or her speciality. Divided into four sections, the book covers
the basic music history survey usually taken by music majors; music appreciation and introductory
courses aimed at non-majors; special topic courses such as women and music, music for film and
American music; and more general issues such as writing, using anthologies, and approaches to
teaching in various situations. In addition to these specific areas, broader themes emerge across the
essays. These include how to integrate social history and cultural context into music history
teaching; the shift away from the 'classical canon'; and how to organize a course taking into
consideration time constraints and the need to appeal to students from a diverse range of
backgrounds. With contributions from both teachers approaching retirement and those at the start



of their careers, this volume provides a spectrum of experience which will prove valuable to all
teachers of music history.
  1980 s music history: Music and History Jeffrey H. Jackson, Stanley C. Pelkey, 2005 This book
begins with a simple question: Why haven't historians and musicologists been talking to one
another? Historians frequently look to all aspects of human activity, including music, in order to
better understand the past. Musicologists inquire into the social, cultural, and historical contexts of
musical works and musical practices to develop theories about the meanings of compositions and the
significance of musical creation. Both disciplines examine how people represent their experiences.
This collection of original essays, the first of its kind, argues that the conversation between scholars
in the two fields can become richer and more mutually informing. The volume features an eloquent
personal essay by historian Lawrence W. Levine, whose work has inspired a whole generation of
scholars working on African American music in American history. The first six essays address widely
different aspects of musical culture and history ranging from women and popular song during the
French Revolution to nineteenth-century music publishing in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Two
additional essays by scholars outside of musicology and history represent a new kind of disciplinary
bridging by using the methods of cultural studies to look at cross-dressing in nineteenth- and early
twentieth-century opera and blues responses to lynching in the New South. The last four essays offer
models for collaborative, multidisciplinary research with a special emphasis on popular music.
Jeffrey H. Jackson, Memphis, Tennessee, is assistant professor of history at Rhodes College. He is
the author of Making Jazz French: Music and Modern Life in Interwar Paris. Stanley C. Pelkey,
Portage, Michigan, is assistant professor of music at Western Michigan University. He is a member
of the College Music Society, and his work has appeared in music-related periodicals.
  1980 s music history: History of Dance Gayle Kassing, 2007 History of Dance: An Interactive
Arts Approachprovides an in-depth look at dance from the dawn of time through the 20th century.
Using an investigative approach, this book presents the who, what, when, where, why, and how of
dance history in relation to other arts and to historical, political, and social events. In so doing, this
text provides a number of ways to create, perceive, and respond to the history of dance through
integrated arts and technology. This study of dancers, dances, and dance works within an interactive
arts, culture, and technology environment is supported by the National Standards in dance, arts
education, social studies, and technology education. History of Dance: An Interactive Arts
Approachhas four parts. Part Iexplains the tools used to capture dance from the past. Part IIbegins a
chronological study of dance, beginning with its origins and moving through ancient civilizations and
the Middle Ages through the Renaissance. Part IIIcovers dance from the 17th to the 20th century,
including dance at court, dance from court to theater, romantic to classical ballet, and dance in the
United States. Part IVfocuses on 20th-century American dance, highlighting influences on American
ballet and modern dance as it emerged, matured, and evolved during that century. History of Dance:
An Interactive Arts Approachincludes the following features: -Chapter outlines that present topics
covered in each chapter -Opening scenarios to set the scene and introduce each time period
-Explorations of dancers, choreographers, and other personalities -Explorations of the dances and
significant choreography and dance literature of each time period -History Highlight boxes
containing unusual facts, events, and details to bring history to life -History Trivia, providing insights
into how dance relates to the history, art, and society of the time period -Web sites to encourage
further exploration -Developing a Deeper Perspective sections that encourage students to use visual
or aesthetic scanning, learn and perform period dances, observe and write performance reports,
develop research projects and WebQuests (Internet-based research projects), and participate in
other learning activities -Vocabulary terms at the end of each chapter Each chapter in parts II
through IV provides an overview of the time period, including a time capsule and a historical and
societal overview. Each chapter focuses on major dancers, choreographers, and personalities;
dances of the period, including dance forms, dance designs, accompaniment, costuming, and
performing spaces; and significant dance works and dance literature. The chapters also feature a
series of eight experiential learning activities that help students dig deeper into the history of dance,



dancers, and significant dance works and literature. These activities are presented as reproducible
templates that include perceiving, creating, performing, writing, and presenting oral activities
infused with technology. Teachers can use these activities as optional chapter assignments or as
extended projects to help apply the information and to use technology and other integrated arts
sources to make the history of dance more meaningful. History of Danceis an indispensable text for
dance students who want to learn the history of dance and its relationship to other arts of the times
using today's interactive technology.
  1980 s music history: Musical Composition in the Context of Globalization Christian Utz,
2021-03-15 Since the early transformation of European music practice and theory in the cultural
centers of Asia, Latin America, and Africa around 1900, it has become necessary for music history to
be conceived globally – a challenge that musicology has hardly faced yet. This book discusses the
effects of cultural globalization on processes of composition and distribution of art music in the 20th
and 21st century. Christian Utz provides the foundations of a global music historiography, building
on new models such as transnationalism, entangled histories, and reflexive globalization. The
relationship between music and broader changes in society forms the central focus and is treated as
a pivotal music-historical dynamic.
  1980 s music history: The Routledge Handbook of Music and Migration Wolfgang
Gratzer, Nils Grosch, Ulrike Präger, Susanne Scheiblhofer, 2023-10-31 The Routledge Handbook of
Music and Migration: Theories and Methodologies is a progressive, transdisciplinary
paradigm-shifting core text for music and migration studies. Conceptualized as a comprehensive
methodological and theoretical guide, it foregrounds the mobile potentials of music and presents key
arguments about why musical expressions matter in the discussion of migration politics. 24
international specialists in music and migration set methodological and theoretical standards for
transdisciplinary collaborations in the field of migration studies, discussing 41 keywords, such as
mobility, community, research ethics, human rights, and critical whiteness in the context of music
and migration. The authors then apply these terms to 16 chapters, which deal with
ethnomusicological, musicological, sociological, anthropological, geographical, pedagogical,
political, economic, and media-related methodologies and theories which reflect and contest current
discourses of migration. In their interdisciplinary focus, these chapters advance interrelations
between music and migration as enabling factors for socio-cultural studies. Furthermore, the
authors tackle crucial questions of agency, equality, and equity as well as the responsibilities and
expectations of writers and artists when researching migration phenomena as innate human
experience. As a result, this handbook provides scholars and students alike with relevant and
applicable methodological and theoretical tools in addition to an extensive literature and research
review for further research.
  1980 s music history: The Routledge Companion to Popular Music History and Heritage Sarah
Baker, Catherine Strong, Lauren Istvandity, Zelmarie Cantillon, 2018-05-16 The Routledge
Companion to Popular Music History and Heritage examines the social, cultural, political and
economic value of popular music as history and heritage. Taking a cross-disciplinary approach, the
volume explores the relationship between popular music and the past, and how interpretations of the
changing nature of the past in post-industrial societies play out in the field of popular music.
In-depth chapters cover key themes around historiography, heritage, memory and institutions,
alongside case studies from around the world, including the UK, Australia, South Africa and India,
exploring popular music’s connection to culture both past and present. Wide-ranging in scope, the
book is an excellent introduction for students and scholars working in musicology, ethnomusicology,
popular music studies, critical heritage studies, cultural studies, memory studies and other related
fields.
  1980 s music history: Women, Music and Leadership Helen Rusak, 2023-08-01 Women,
Music and Leadership offers a wide-ranging survey of women in musical leadership and their
experiences, highlighting women’s achievements and considering how they negotiate the challenges
of the leadership space in music. Women have always participated in music as performers, teachers,



composers and professionals, but remain underrepresented in leadership positions. Covering
women’s leadership across a wide variety of roles and musical genres, this book addresses women in
classical music, gospel, blues, jazz, popular music, electronic music and non-Western musical
contexts, and considers women working as composers, as conductors, and in music management and
the music business. Each chapter includes several case studies of women’s careers, exploring their
groundbreaking contributions to music and the challenges they faced as leaders. Connecting
management theory and leadership research with feminist musicology, this book paints a new
picture of women’s major contributions as leaders in music and their ongoing struggles for equity. It
will be relevant to students and scholars in arts and music management, as well as all those studying
music, gender or leadership, and women music professionals.
  1980 s music history: A History of Evil in Popular Culture Sharon Packer MD, Jody
Pennington, 2014-07-15 Evil isn't simply an abstract theological or philosophical talking point. In our
society, the idea of evil feeds entertainment, manifests in all sorts of media, and is a root concept in
our collective psyche. This accessible and appealing book examines what evil means to us. Evil has
been with us since the Garden of Eden, when Eve unleashed evil by biting the apple. Outside of
theology, evil remains a highly relevant concept in contemporary times: evil villains in films and
literature make these stories entertaining; our criminal justice system decides the fate of convicted
criminals based on the determination of their status as evil or insane. This book examines the many
manifestations of evil in modern media, making it clear how this idea pervades nearly all aspects of
life and helping us to reconsider some of the notions about evil that pop culture perpetuates and
promotes. Covering screen media such as film, television, and video games; print media that include
novels and poetry; visual media like art and comics; music; and political polemics, the essays in this
book address an eclectic range of topics. The diverse authors include Americans who left the United
States during the Vietnam War era, conservative Christian political pundits, rock musicians, classical
linguists, Disney fans, scholars of American slavery, and experts on Holocaust literature and films.
From portrayals of evil in the television shows The Wire and 24 to the violent lyrics of the rap duo
Insane Clown Posse to the storylines of the Lord of the Rings and Harry Potter books, readers will
find themselves rethinking what evil is—and how they came to hold their beliefs.
  1980 s music history: Women Music Educators in the United States Sondra Wieland
Howe, 2013-11-07 Although women have been teaching and performing music for centuries, their
stories are often missing from traditional accounts of the history of music education. In Women
Music Educators in the United States: A History, Sondra Wieland Howe provides a comprehensive
narrative of women teaching music in the United States from colonial days until the end of the
twentieth century. Defining music education broadly to include home, community, and institutional
settings, Howe draws on sources from musicology, the history of education, and social history to
offer a new perspective on the topic. In colonial America, women sang in church choirs and taught
their children at home. In the first half of the nineteenth century, women published hymns, taught in
academies and rural schoolhouses, and held church positions. After the Civil War, women taught
piano and voice, went to college, taught in public schools, and became involved in national music
organizations. With the expansion of public schools in the first half of the twentieth century, women
supervised public school music programs, published textbooks, and served as officers of national
organizations. They taught in settlement houses and teacher-training institutions, developed music
appreciation programs, and organized women’s symphony orchestras. After World War II, women
continued their involvement in public school choral and instrumental music, developed new
methodologies, conducted research, and published in academia. Howe’s study traces this evolution
in the roles played by women educators in the American music education system, illuminating an
area of research that has been ignored far too long. Women Music Educators in the United States: A
History complements current histories of music education and supports undergraduate and graduate
courses in the history of music, music education, American education, and women’s studies. It will
interest not only musicologists, educational historians, and scholars of women’s studies, but music
educators teaching in public and private schools and independent music teachers.



  1980 s music history: Early Music History: Volume 19 Iain Fenlon, 2001-04-19 Early Music
History is devoted to the study of music from the early Middle Ages to the end of the seventeenth
century. The scope is exceptionally broad and includes manuscript studies, textual criticism,
iconography, studies of the relationship between words and music, and the relationship between
music and society. Articles in volume 19 include: Ritual and Ceremony in the Spanish Royal Chapel,
c. 1559-c. 1561; Urban Minstrels in Late Medieval Southern France; Mapping the Soundscapes:
Church Music in English Towns 1450-1550; A New Look at Old-Roman Chant.
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