1940 dodge business coupe

1940 dodge business coupe represents a significant chapter in the history of
American automotive design and engineering. Known for its robust construction
and stylish aesthetics, the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe was a popular choice
among business owners and individuals seeking a reliable yet elegant vehicle.
This classic car combined performance, comfort, and utility, making it a
standout model during its era. The 1940 model year brought notable
improvements in both mechanical and design aspects, reflecting the evolving
trends of the pre-war automotive industry. Enthusiasts and collectors today
still prize the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe for its vintage charm and
historical importance. This article explores the key features,
specifications, design elements, performance attributes, and the cultural
impact of this iconic automobile, providing a comprehensive overview for
historians, collectors, and classic car aficionados alike.
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Design and Styling of the 1940 Dodge Business
Coupe

The 1940 Dodge Business Coupe showcased a blend of sleek design and practical
form, emblematic of late 1930s and early 1940s automotive trends. Dodge
adopted a streamlined, Art Deco-inspired aesthetic that emphasized smooth
curves and a commanding presence on the road. The coupe featured a two-door
body style tailored specifically for business use, with an emphasis on cargo
space and driver comfort.

Exterior Design Elements

The exterior of the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe was marked by its rounded
fenders, prominent grille, and integrated headlights that contributed to its
aerodynamic look. The front grille featured vertical chrome bars that added a
sense of sophistication, while the hood ornament and chrome trim pieces
enhanced the vehicle’s upscale appearance. The coupe’s body was constructed



with steel panels, ensuring durability and a solid feel. A notable feature
was the absence of rear side windows, which maximized cargo space, appealing
to business owners who required a reliable vehicle for deliveries and
transport.

Color Options and Customization

Dodge offered a variety of factory paint colors for the Business Coupe,
ranging from muted earth tones to more vibrant hues. Popular colors included
deep greens, blues, and classic black. The availability of custom paint jobs
and optional chrome accents allowed owners to personalize their vehicles to
some extent, reflecting the era’s growing interest in automotive
individuality.

Mechanical Specifications and Performance

The 1940 Dodge Business Coupe incorporated robust mechanical components
designed to deliver dependable performance and efficiency. The vehicle was
engineered to handle the demands of both city driving and longer trips, which
was essential for business applications.

Engine and Powertrain

At the heart of the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe was a 218.1 cubic inch inline
six-cylinder engine, commonly referred to as the "Getaway Six." This engine
produced approximately 87 horsepower, providing adequate power for the
coupe’s size and weight. The engine was paired with a three-speed manual
transmission, which allowed drivers to maintain control and optimize fuel
efficiency. The powertrain was known for its smooth operation and
reliability, contributing to Dodge’s reputation for durable vehicles.

Chassis and Suspension

The Business Coupe was built on a sturdy chassis with a 114-inch wheelbase
that balanced maneuverability and ride comfort. The suspension system
employed a combination of leaf springs and hydraulic shock absorbers,
designed to absorb road irregularities and provide a stable driving
experience. This setup was considered advanced for its time and contributed
to the vehicle’s reputation for a smooth ride even under load.

Braking and Safety Features

The 1940 Dodge Business Coupe was equipped with mechanical drum brakes on all
four wheels. Although not as advanced as modern hydraulic systems, these



brakes were standard for the era and provided sufficient stopping power for
the coupe’s performance capabilities. Safety features were minimal by today’s
standards but reflected the automotive norms of the early 1940s.

Interior Features and Comfort

Inside, the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe balanced practicality with comfort,
providing a functional environment suited to business needs while maintaining
a level of refinement typical of Dodge vehicles.

Seating and Space

The coupe featured seating for two passengers in a bench-style seat
upholstered in durable cloth or optional leatherette materials. The interior
layout emphasized legroom and ease of access, with a straightforward
dashboard design that housed essential gauges and controls. The rear section
of the coupe was designed as a cargo area, offering ample space for
transporting goods or equipment.

Dashboard and Instrumentation

The dashboard of the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe was simple yet effective,
featuring a speedometer, fuel gauge, oil pressure indicator, and ammeter.
Controls were ergonomically arranged for the driver’s convenience, including
the ignition switch, choke, and light controls. The interior trim included
metal accents and painted steel surfaces, consistent with the utilitarian
focus of the business coupe variant.

Heating and Ventilation

Heating was available as an optional feature, using a hot water heater
integrated into the vehicle’s cooling system. Ventilation was provided
through adjustable window vents and a cowl vent, which allowed fresh air to
circulate within the cabin. These features contributed to driver comfort
during varying weather conditions.

Market Position and Historical Significance

The 1940 Dodge Business Coupe occupied a strategic position in the automotive
market, targeting small business owners and professionals who needed a
dependable vehicle with cargo capacity. Its blend of style, reliability, and
utility made it a popular choice during a period marked by economic recovery
and increasing automobile adoption.



Target Audience and Usage

Primarily marketed toward business users such as delivery drivers, sales
representatives, and tradespeople, the Business Coupe combined passenger car
comfort with light commercial capability. Its design allowed owners to
transport goods efficiently without sacrificing the aesthetics and driving
experience of a personal automobile.

Comparison with Competitors

The 1940 Dodge Business Coupe competed with similar models from Ford,
Chevrolet, and Plymouth, each offering variations of two-door coupes for
business use. Dodge distinguished itself through its robust engineering,
stylish design, and reputation for durability. This helped the Business Coupe
maintain a loyal customer base amid fierce competition.

Impact on Dodge’s Brand Legacy

The success of the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe contributed to the brand’s image
as a producer of versatile and reliable vehicles. It helped cement Dodge’s
position in the mid-range market segment and paved the way for future
innovations in both passenger and commercial vehicle lines.

Restoration and Collectibility

Today, the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe is a sought-after classic car among
collectors and restoration enthusiasts. Its historical value, distinctive
styling, and relative rarity make it a prized addition to vintage automobile
collections.

Common Restoration Challenges

Restoring a 1940 Dodge Business Coupe requires attention to detail,
particularly in sourcing original or reproduction parts. Areas that often
need refurbishment include the bodywork, engine components, interior
upholstery, and electrical systems. Maintaining the vehicle’s originality is
crucial for collectors aiming to preserve its historical authenticity.

Value and Investment Potential

Well-maintained or expertly restored examples of the 1940 Dodge Business
Coupe can command significant prices at classic car auctions. The vehicle’s
value is influenced by factors such as condition, originality, and
provenance. As interest in pre-war automobiles continues to grow, the



Business Coupe’s desirability and investment potential remain strong.

Tips for Prospective Buyers

e Verify the authenticity of major components, including the engine and
chassis numbers.

e Inspect the vehicle thoroughly for rust and structural integrity.

e Assess the condition of mechanical systems and availability of
replacement parts.

e Consider consulting with classic car restoration experts before
purchase.

e Research market trends to understand fair pricing and valuation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1940 Dodge Business
Coupe?

The 1940 Dodge Business Coupe features a streamlined design, a 6-cylinder
engine, spacious interior for two passengers, and was designed primarily for
business use with extra storage space.

How powerful is the engine of the 1940 Dodge
Business Coupe?

The 1940 Dodge Business Coupe is typically equipped with a 6-cylinder inline
engine producing around 87 horsepower, providing reliable performance for its
time.

What makes the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe different
from other Dodge models of the era?

The Business Coupe was designed with extra cargo space behind the front seats
instead of rear seating, catering to business owners who needed to transport
goods or tools, unlike standard passenger coupes.

Is the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe considered a



collectible car today?

Yes, the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe is considered a classic collectible
vehicle due to its historical significance, unique design, and rarity.

What type of transmission does the 1940 Dodge
Business Coupe have?

The 1940 Dodge Business Coupe comes with a 3-speed manual transmission, which
was standard for most vehicles of that era.

How much did the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe
originally cost?

In 1940, the Dodge Business Coupe was priced around $850 to $900, making it
an affordable option for business owners at the time.

What maintenance challenges are common with the 1940
Dodge Business Coupe?

Maintenance challenges include sourcing original parts, dealing with aging
mechanical components such as the carburetor, brakes, and electrical systenm,
and ensuring proper lubrication and cooling due to older technology.

Can the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe be restored to
original condition?

Yes, with access to vintage parts and expert restoration services, the 1940
Dodge Business Coupe can be restored to its original factory condition,
preserving its historical value.

What is the fuel efficiency of the 1940 Dodge
Business Coupe?

The 1940 Dodge Business Coupe typically achieves around 15-18 miles per
gallon, which was average for vehicles with its engine size and technology at
the time.

Additional Resources

1. The Classic 1940 Dodge Business Coupe: A Restoration Guide

This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know to restore a 1940
Dodge Business Coupe to its original glory. It includes detailed instructions
on bodywork, engine rebuilding, and sourcing authentic parts. Vintage
photographs and diagrams help enthusiasts understand the car’s original
design and mechanical components.



2. American Automobiles of the 1940s: The Dodge Business Coupe Story
Explore the history and cultural significance of the 1940 Dodge Business
Coupe within the broader context of American cars in the 1940s. This book
delves into the design philosophy, manufacturing techniques, and the impact
of World War II on automobile production. It also features interviews with
classic car collectors and historians.

3. The Mechanics of the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe

Focused on the technical aspects, this book offers an in-depth look at the
mechanical systems of the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe. From the flathead six-
cylinder engine to the transmission and suspension, readers gain a clear
understanding of how these components work together. It’s an essential
resource for mechanics and hobbyists interested in vintage car maintenance.

4. Driving Through History: The 1940 Dodge Business Coupe

This narrative-driven book captures the experience of driving and owning a
1940 Dodge Business Coupe. Combining personal stories, period advertisements,
and historical context, it paints a vivid picture of life with this classic
vehicle. Readers will appreciate the blend of nostalgia and technical
insight.

5. Collecting and Valuing 1940 Dodge Business Coupes

Aimed at collectors and investors, this book provides guidance on identifying
authentic 1940 Dodge Business Coupes and assessing their market value. It
covers factors that affect pricing such as condition, originality, and
rarity. Tips on buying, selling, and insuring these classic cars are also
included.

6. Design Evolution: The 1940 Dodge Business Coupe in Automotive History
This book explores the design changes and stylistic trends that influenced
the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe. It places the car within the evolution of
Dodge’s lineup and the automotive industry’s shift toward streamlined
aesthetics. Detailed illustrations highlight key design features and
innovations.

7. Customizing the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe: A Hot Rodder’s Handbook

For enthusiasts interested in modifying their 1940 Dodge Business Coupe, this
practical handbook offers advice on performance upgrades and custom styling.
It covers engine swaps, suspension enhancements, and interior customization
while respecting the car’s classic appeal. The book also showcases some of
the most iconic custom builds.

8. Parts and Accessories for the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe

This catalog-style book is a valuable resource for owners seeking original or
reproduction parts for their 1940 Dodge Business Coupe. It includes detailed
descriptions, part numbers, and sourcing tips. The guide helps readers
maintain authenticity while ensuring the car remains functional and safe.

9. The 1940 Dodge Business Coupe: A Collector’s Photo Archive
Featuring hundreds of high-quality photographs, this visual archive
celebrates the beauty and craftsmanship of the 1940 Dodge Business Coupe. It



includes images of rare models, restorations, and vintage advertisements.
This book is perfect for car lovers who appreciate detailed imagery alongside
historical information.
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