1979 ford £f100 wiring diagram

1979 ford £100 wiring diagram is an essential resource for anyone involved in
restoring, repairing, or modifying this classic truck. Understanding the
electrical layout is crucial to diagnosing issues, performing upgrades, or
ensuring correct connections for various components. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the 1979 Ford F100 wiring diagram, detailing key
systems such as the ignition, lighting, charging, and accessory circuits.
Additionally, it covers how to interpret wiring color codes, fuse locations,
and common troubleshooting tips. Whether working on original restoration or
custom modifications, having a clear grasp of the wiring schematic enhances
efficiency and reduces the risk of electrical faults. The article also
discusses available resources and tools to obtain accurate wiring diagrams
for the 1979 Ford F100 model. Following this introduction, the structure
guides readers through the main electrical systems and practical advice for
working with the wiring harness.

e Overview of 1979 Ford F100 Electrical Systems

e Interpreting the Wiring Diagram and Color Codes
e Key Wiring Circuits Explained

e Common Wiring Issues and Troubleshooting
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Overview of 1979 Ford F100 Electrical Systems

The 1979 Ford F100 features a robust and straightforward electrical system
typical of late 1970s American trucks. The wiring harness connects various
components including the engine ignition system, lighting, charging system,
dashboard instruments, and accessories such as the heater and radio. The
wiring layout is designed to support a 12-volt electrical system, integrating
both grounded and switched circuits. Understanding the overall architecture
of these electrical systems is fundamental before diving into the detailed
wiring diagram. The main harness runs from the engine bay through the
firewall to the cab, branching out to different circuits that power essential
functions and safety devices.

Main Electrical Components

The primary components connected via the 1979 Ford F100 wiring diagram
include the battery, alternator, starter motor, ignition switch, fuse box,
headlights, turn signals, brake lights, and dashboard gauges. Additional
components include the wiper motor, horn, and optional accessories. Each
component is connected through designated wires that are color-coded for
identification, allowing easier tracing and repair. The wiring harness serves
as the backbone for distributing electrical power and signals throughout the
vehicle.



Electrical System Layout

The electrical system is divided into several subsystems, each with dedicated
wiring sections. These include the power distribution circuit, ignition
system wiring, lighting circuits, and accessory circuits. The fuse block
centrally protects many circuits to prevent damage from electrical faults. A
proper understanding of the wiring diagram helps in mapping out these
circuits and understanding how they interconnect for smooth operation.

Interpreting the Wiring Diagram and Color Codes

Reading the 1979 Ford F100 wiring diagram requires familiarity with
automotive wiring symbols and color codes used by Ford during that period.
The diagrams typically present a schematic representation of the wiring
harness, showing connections between components, wire gauge sizes, and color
identification. Understanding these elements is essential to correctly
diagnose and repair electrical issues.

Wire Color Codes

Ford used a standardized color-coding system to identify wires in the 1979
F100. Common wire colors and their typical functions include:

e Red: Battery positive or constant power

Black: Ground wires

Yellow: Ignition switched power

e Green: Lighting circuits

Blue: Accessories and auxiliary components

White: Sensors or signal return wires

These colors assist in quickly identifying wires during troubleshooting or
installation. The wiring diagram will show these colors alongside lines
representing the wires connecting each component.

Symbols and Diagram Conventions

The wiring diagrams use standard electrical symbols to represent components
such as switches, resistors, relays, and connectors. Lines indicate wires,
with dots signifying connections and junctions. Understanding these
conventions allows technicians to follow the flow of current and identify
where wiring faults may exist. The diagrams often include pin numbers on
connectors, aiding in proper reconnection of multi-wire plugs.

Key Wiring Circuits Explained

The 1979 Ford F100 wiring diagram encompasses several vital circuits



necessary for vehicle operation. Each circuit has distinctive wiring paths
and components, which are explained below for clarity and ease of reference.

Ignition System Wiring

The ignition system wiring controls the delivery of electrical power to the
ignition coil, distributor, and starter motor. The ignition switch powers the
coil and ignition module, enabling spark generation for combustion. Wiring
includes connections from the battery through the ignition switch to the
starter solenoid and coil. Correct wiring in this circuit is critical for
engine starting and running reliability.

Lighting Circuits

Lighting circuits include headlamps, tail lamps, brake lights, turn signals,
and interior lighting. The wiring diagram details connections from the light
switches to the respective lamps, including fuses and relays where
applicable. The turn signal circuit integrates with the hazard warning system
and includes the flasher unit wiring. Proper functioning of lighting circuits
is essential for vehicle safety and compliance with road regulations.

Charging and Starting Systems

The alternator and battery charging circuits are crucial for maintaining
electrical power during vehicle operation. The wiring diagram shows how the
alternator connects to the battery and the voltage regulator. The starter
motor wiring connects the battery to the starter solenoid, controlled by the
ignition switch. These circuits ensure sufficient electrical supply and
engine cranking capability.

Accessory and Instrumentation Wiring

Accessory wiring covers components such as the radio, windshield wipers,
horn, and heater fan. Instrumentation wiring includes connections to the
dashboard gauges, indicator lights, and warning buzzers. The wiring diagram
provides detailed paths for these circuits, helping to troubleshoot
malfunctions and verify proper installation during restoration or upgrades.

Common Wiring Issues and Troubleshooting

Working with the 1979 Ford F100 wiring diagram reveals common electrical
problems encountered in these vintage trucks. Diagnosing and resolving wiring
faults require both theoretical understanding and practical skills.

Typical Wiring Problems

Common issues include corroded connectors, broken wires, incorrect wire
routing, blown fuses, and faulty grounds. Over time, heat and vibration can
cause insulation degradation leading to shorts or open circuits. Miswiring
during repairs or modifications can result in malfunctioning components or



electrical hazards.

Troubleshooting Techniques

Effective troubleshooting involves systematic testing of circuits using a
multimeter or test light, referring closely to the wiring diagram. Steps
include:

1. Inspecting connectors and wiring for visible damage or corrosion
2. Checking fuse integrity and replacing blown fuses

3. Verifying proper grounding points and cleaning them if necessary
4. Testing continuity of wires between components

5. Confirming correct voltage at key points during operation

Following the wiring diagram during troubleshooting ensures accurate
identification of faults and prevents unnecessary replacement of components.

Resources for Obtaining Wiring Diagrams

Reliable and detailed 1979 Ford F100 wiring diagrams are available through
various sources. These resources help owners, mechanics, and restorers access
accurate electrical schematics for their projects.

Factory Service Manuals

Original Ford service manuals provide the most authoritative wiring diagrams
and electrical system information. These manuals include comprehensive
schematics, wiring color codes, connector pinouts, and troubleshooting
guides. They are often available in print or digital formats through
specialty vendors and classic car part suppliers.

Aftermarket Repair Guides

Several aftermarket publishers produce detailed repair manuals covering the
1979 Ford F100 and similar models. These guides often include simplified
wiring diagrams and step-by-step repair instructions tailored for DIY
mechanics. While not as exhaustive as factory manuals, they are valuable for
routine maintenance and common repairs.

Online Forums and Communities

Dedicated Ford truck enthusiast forums and online communities frequently
share wiring diagrams, tips, and advice specific to the 1979 F100 model.
These platforms allow users to exchange information, troubleshoot issues
collectively, and obtain scanned copies of wiring schematics. Such community
resources complement official manuals and offer practical insights.



Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a reliable 1979 Ford F100 wiring
diagram online?

You can find reliable 1979 Ford F100 wiring diagrams on automotive forums,
classic car restoration websites, and dedicated Ford enthusiast sites such as
TheFordBarn or ClassicFordTrucks.com. Additionally, websites like
WiringDiagram.com and service manuals on eBay may also have detailed
diagrams.

What are the main components shown in the 1979 Ford
F100 wiring diagram?

The 1979 Ford F100 wiring diagram typically includes the battery, ignition
switch, starter, alternator, fuse box, headlamps, tail lights, turn signals,
horn, and various sensors and switches related to the engine and lighting
systems.

How can I use the 1979 Ford F100 wiring diagram for
troubleshooting electrical issues?

By following the wiring diagram, you can trace circuits to identify where
power is lost or where a short circuit may exist. It helps in locating fuses,
relays, ground points, and connections to test with a multimeter, making it
easier to diagnose and repair electrical problems.

Is the wiring diagram for the 1979 Ford F100
different from other years?

While the basic layout and many components are similar across late 1970s Ford
F100 models, there can be differences in wiring color codes, connectors, and
additional features depending on the specific model year and optional
equipment. Always use the diagram specific to 1979 for the most accurate
information.

Can I use the 1979 Ford F100 wiring diagram to
upgrade the electrical system?

Yes, the wiring diagram serves as a foundational reference when upgrading the
electrical system, such as installing modern lighting, a new stereo, or
additional accessories. Understanding the original wiring helps in
integrating new components safely and effectively.

What tools do I need to follow and work with the 1979
Ford F100 wiring diagram?

Essential tools include a multimeter for voltage and continuity testing, wire
strippers and crimpers, electrical tape, a soldering iron for secure
connections, and a basic set of screwdrivers and pliers. Having the wiring
diagram printed or on a digital device will aid in pinpointing connections
and circuits.



Additional Resources

1. 1979 Ford F100 Wiring Diagram Manual

This comprehensive manual provides detailed wiring diagrams specific to the
1979 Ford F100. It includes clear schematics for the electrical system,
helping owners and mechanics troubleshoot and repair wiring issues
efficiently. The book is an essential resource for restoring or maintaining
the classic truck's electrical components.

2. Ford F-Series Trucks Electrical Systems Guide: 1967-1979

Covering over a decade of Ford F-Series trucks, this guide offers in-depth
explanations of electrical systems, including wiring diagrams, component
functions, and troubleshooting tips. It offers valuable insights for those
working on the 1979 Ford F100 and related models. The book is ideal for both
professional mechanics and DIY enthusiasts.

3. Classic Ford Truck Restoration: Electrical Wiring and Repair

Focused on restoring classic Ford trucks, this book delves into the
electrical wiring and repair techniques necessary for models like the 1979
F100. It features step-by-step instructions, wiring diagrams, and practical
advice on updating and maintaining the truck's electrical system. Readers
will find it helpful for preserving the vehicle’s originality while ensuring
reliability.

4. Automotive Wiring Diagrams: Ford Trucks Edition

This edition specializes in wiring diagrams for Ford trucks, including the
1979 F100 model. It provides clear illustrations and detailed explanations of
electrical circuits, connectors, and components. The book is designed to
assist mechanics and restorers in diagnosing electrical problems quickly and
accurately.

5. Ford F100 Electrical System Troubleshooting Handbook

A practical handbook for troubleshooting electrical issues in Ford F100
trucks, this book includes wiring diagrams, common problem scenarios, and
repair solutions. It is particularly useful for owners of 1979 models seeking
to maintain or restore their truck’s electrical functionality. The guide
emphasizes safety and efficiency in electrical repairs.

6. Wiring Diagrams for Classic Ford Pickups: 1970-1980

This collection of wiring diagrams covers classic Ford pickups from 1970
through 1980, with dedicated sections for the 1979 F100. It serves as a
detailed reference for wiring layouts, color codes, and circuit functions.
The book supports restoration projects and electrical system upgrades.

7. Ford Truck Electrical Systems: A Complete Reference

Offering a complete reference to Ford truck electrical systems, this book
includes wiring diagrams for various models, including the 1979 F100. It
explains electrical theory, component operation, and wiring practices
tailored for Ford trucks. The resource is valuable for professionals and
hobbyists seeking a deep understanding of the truck's electrical
architecture.

8. 1970s Ford F-Series Wiring and Electrical Repair

This book focuses on wiring and electrical repair techniques for 1970s Ford
F-Series trucks, emphasizing models like the 1979 F100. It provides detailed
diagrams, diagnostic methods, and repair tips to address common electrical
challenges. The guide helps maintain the authenticity and performance of
vintage Ford trucks.



9. Restoring Your 1979 Ford F100: Electrical Systems Edition

Dedicated to the restoration of the 1979 Ford F100, this edition covers all
aspects of the truck’s electrical systems. It includes original wiring
diagrams, component descriptions, and restoration best practices. Readers
will find it invaluable for returning their classic truck to factory
condition while ensuring electrical reliability.
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mechanics. The following 1963 Ford models are covered: F-100, F-250, F-350, Falcon Sedan
Delivery, P-100, P-350, Station Bus, Econoline, F-500, F-600, F-700, F-750, F-800, F-850, F-950,
F-1000, F-1100, B-500, B-600, B-700, B-750, T-700, T-750, T-800, T-850, T-950. This factory-written
Detroit Iron shop manual is perfect for the restorer or anyone working on one of these vehicles.
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