
1985 events in history
1985 events in history marked a pivotal year characterized by significant
political developments, groundbreaking technological advancements, and
influential cultural moments worldwide. From international diplomacy shaping
the Cold War's trajectory to the emergence of new trends in entertainment and
science, the events of 1985 left a lasting impact on global society. This
article explores the key occurrences in various domains, including politics,
technology, culture, and disasters, providing a comprehensive overview of one
of the most eventful years in modern history. By examining these milestones,
readers gain insight into the forces that shaped the late 20th century. The
following sections delve into major political events, technological
breakthroughs, notable cultural happenings, and critical disasters of 1985.
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Technological and Scientific Advancements

Cultural Highlights and Entertainment

Significant Disasters and Tragedies

Political Milestones of 1985

The year 1985 was notable for several key political developments that
influenced international relations and domestic policies across the globe.
These events played crucial roles in the Cold War dynamics, shifts in
leadership, and policy reforms within major nations.

The Rise of Mikhail Gorbachev

In March 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev became the General Secretary of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, marking a significant turning point in
Soviet politics. Gorbachev introduced policies of glasnost (openness) and
perestroika (restructuring), which aimed to reform the stagnant Soviet
system. His leadership eventually contributed to the easing of Cold War
tensions and profound changes in Eastern Europe.

Geneva Summit



One of the most notable diplomatic events of 1985 was the Geneva Summit held
in November between U.S. President Ronald Reagan and Soviet General Secretary
Mikhail Gorbachev. This summit was the first meeting between the leaders and
set the stage for future arms control negotiations and improved U.S.-Soviet
relations.

Other Notable Political Events

Several other important political events took place across different
countries, including:

The signing of the Plaza Accord, aiming to correct trade imbalances
among major economies.

Political changes in countries such as South Africa, where apartheid
policies faced increasing international pressure.

Significant elections and leadership transitions in nations like the
United Kingdom and Canada.

Technological and Scientific Advancements

1985 was a remarkable year for technology and science, witnessing innovations
that would shape future developments in computing, medicine, and space
exploration. These advancements reflected the accelerating pace of the
technological revolution during the 1980s.

Introduction of Windows 1.0

In November 1985, Microsoft released the first version of its Windows
operating system, Windows 1.0. Although primitive by modern standards,
Windows 1.0 represented a major step in making graphical user interfaces
widely accessible and laid the groundwork for future operating systems that
would dominate personal computing.

Space Exploration Achievements

The year saw continued progress in space exploration, including missions by
NASA and other space agencies. One highlight was the launch of the European



Space Agency’s Giotto mission, which was planned to study Halley's Comet
during its 1986 approach.

Medical and Scientific Breakthroughs

Scientific research in 1985 advanced understanding in various fields,
including genetics and medicine. Notably, the development of new diagnostic
techniques and the progress in HIV/AIDS research reflected growing awareness
and response to global health challenges.

Cultural Highlights and Entertainment

The cultural landscape of 1985 was vibrant, marked by influential music
releases, cinematic milestones, and major cultural events that shaped popular
culture for decades. The year’s entertainment scene reflected both the
creativity and social consciousness of the era.

Live Aid Concert

One of the most iconic cultural events of 1985 was the Live Aid concert held
on July 13. Organized by Bob Geldof and Midge Ure, this global music festival
aimed to raise funds for famine relief in Ethiopia. The concert featured
performances by major artists and was broadcast worldwide, raising millions
and highlighting the power of music for humanitarian causes.

Major Film Releases

1985 saw the release of several influential films that became classics.
Titles such as “Back to the Future,” “The Color Purple,” and “Out of Africa”
captured audiences and critics alike, contributing to the era's cinematic
legacy.

Music Industry Trends

The year was significant for music trends, with the rise of new wave, pop,
and rock genres dominating the charts. Artists like Madonna, Prince, and
Bruce Springsteen released chart-topping albums, influencing the soundscape
of the mid-1980s.



Significant Disasters and Tragedies

Despite the progress and cultural vibrancy, 1985 was also marked by several
disasters and tragic events that had profound effects on communities and
nations. These incidents highlighted vulnerabilities and prompted changes in
safety regulations and emergency responses.

Mexico City Earthquake

On September 19, 1985, a devastating earthquake struck Mexico City,
registering a magnitude of 8.1. The disaster resulted in widespread
destruction and a death toll estimated to be between 10,000 and 30,000
people. The earthquake exposed weaknesses in urban planning and emergency
preparedness in Mexico.

Air Disasters

1985 witnessed several notable air disasters, including the crash of Japan
Airlines Flight 123 in August, which remains the deadliest single-aircraft
accident in aviation history, with 520 fatalities. These tragedies
underscored the critical importance of aviation safety measures.

Other Notable Tragedies

The Bradford City stadium fire in the United Kingdom, causing 56 deaths
during a football match.

Natural disasters such as floods and storms impacting various regions
worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event happened in 1985 related to
the Cold War?
In 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev became the General Secretary of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, initiating reforms like glasnost and perestroika
that eventually helped ease Cold War tensions.



What major natural disaster occurred in 1985?
The Mexico City earthquake struck on September 19, 1985, causing widespread
destruction and killing an estimated 10,000 people.

Which iconic charity event was held for the first
time in 1985?
Live Aid, a dual-venue benefit concert held on July 13, 1985, was organized
to raise funds for famine relief in Ethiopia.

What important technological milestone was achieved
in 1985?
Microsoft released the first version of Windows, Windows 1.0, on November 20,
1985, marking a significant development in personal computing.

What was a key political event in the United States
in 1985?
Ronald Reagan began his second term as President of the United States in
January 1985.

Which famous musician passed away in 1985?
Rock and roll legend Rock Hudson died in 1985, becoming one of the first
major celebrities to publicly acknowledge having AIDS.

What major sporting event took place in 1985?
The first WrestleMania, a major professional wrestling event produced by the
WWF (now WWE), was held on March 31, 1985.

What was a significant development in space
exploration in 1985?
The first flight of the Space Shuttle Discovery occurred on August 30, 1985,
marking an important milestone in NASA's shuttle program.

Additional Resources
1. “The Live Aid Concert: A Global Musical Phenomenon”
This book explores the historic Live Aid concert held in July 1985, which
brought together top musicians from around the world to raise funds for
famine relief in Ethiopia. It delves into the organization of the event, the
performances that captivated millions, and the lasting impact on charity



concerts and global awareness. Readers gain insight into the social and
political climate that made Live Aid a landmark moment in music history.

2. “The Cold War Thaws: Reagan and Gorbachev in 1985”
Focusing on the pivotal year when Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev first
met, this book examines how their interactions in 1985 marked the beginning
of a de-escalation in Cold War tensions. Through detailed analysis of their
summits, policies, and personal dynamics, the narrative reveals how diplomacy
started to reshape global politics. The work highlights the significance of
leadership in transforming international relations.

3. “The Discovery of the Titanic Wreck: 1985 Underwater Exploration”
This title recounts the thrilling expedition led by Robert Ballard that
discovered the wreck of the RMS Titanic in 1985. It describes the
technological advancements that made the underwater search possible and
details the findings that shed new light on the tragic 1912 sinking. The book
also discusses the cultural and historical fascination with the Titanic that
continues to captivate audiences.

4. “The Japan Airlines Flight 123 Tragedy: A Nation Mourns”
Covering the deadliest single-aircraft accident in history, this book
provides a comprehensive account of the Japan Airlines Flight 123 crash in
August 1985. It investigates the causes, the rescue operations, and the
aftermath that profoundly affected Japan’s aviation policies. Through
survivor testimonies and expert analysis, the book offers a poignant look at
a national tragedy.

5. “The Schengen Agreement: Europe Moves Toward Unity in 1985”
This book details the signing of the Schengen Agreement, which laid the
groundwork for the abolition of border controls among several European
countries. It explores the political motivations, the challenges faced, and
the vision for a more integrated Europe. The narrative highlights how this
1985 agreement influenced the future of European cooperation and mobility.

6. “The Microsoft Revolution: The Rise of Windows 1.0”
Focusing on the launch of Microsoft Windows 1.0 in 1985, this book chronicles
the early days of personal computing and Microsoft’s role in shaping the
software industry. It discusses the challenges of introducing a graphical
user interface to a market dominated by command-line systems and the impact
on business and home computing. The story illustrates the beginning of a
technological revolution that transformed everyday life.

7. “The Plaza Accord: Realigning the Global Economy in 1985”
This title examines the Plaza Accord, an agreement among major economies to
address currency imbalances and stabilize exchange rates. It analyzes the
economic context, the negotiations, and the consequences for international
trade and finance. The book provides readers with an understanding of how
this 1985 pact influenced global economic policies and the value of the U.S.
dollar.

8. “The Live Aid Effect: Charity and Celebrity in the 1980s”



Beyond the concert itself, this book investigates the broader cultural
phenomenon sparked by Live Aid in 1985, including the rise of celebrity
activism and the transformation of charitable fundraising. It considers the
media’s role and public reception, as well as critiques and lasting legacies.
The work offers a nuanced perspective on the intersection of entertainment
and social causes during the decade.

9. “The Nintendo Entertainment System Launch: Gaming Enters a New Era”
Detailing the 1985 launch of the Nintendo Entertainment System (NES) in North
America, this book captures the revival of the video game industry after the
1983 crash. It explores the innovation behind the console, its popular games,
and its influence on gaming culture and technology. The narrative highlights
how NES set the stage for modern gaming and global entertainment trends.
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  1985 events in history: Major Events in the History of Life J. William Schopf, 1992 Major
Events in the History of Life, present six chapters that summarize our understanding of crucial
events that shaped the development of the earth's environment and the course of biological
evolution over some four billion years of geological time. The subjects are covered by acknowledged
leaders in their fields span an enormous sweep of biologic history, from the formation of planet
Earth and the origin of living systems to our earliest records of human activity. Several chapters
present new data and new syntheses, or summarized results of new types of analysis, material not
usually available in current college textbooks.
  1985 events in history: 50 Events That Shaped Latino History Lilia Fernández, 2018-03-22
Which historical events were key to shaping Latino culture? This book provides coverage of the 50
most pivotal developments over 500 years that have shaped the Latino experience, offering primary
sources, biographies of notable figures, and suggested readings for inquiry. Latinos—people of
European, Indigenous, and African descent—have had a presence in North America long before the
first British settlements arrived to the Eastern seaboard. The encounters between Spanish colonizers
and the native peoples of the Americas initiated 500 years of a rich and vibrant history—an
intermingled, cultural evolution that continues today in the 21st century. 50 Events that Shaped
Latino History: An Encyclopedia of the American Mosaic is a valuable reference that provides a
chronological overview of Latino/a history beginning with the indigenous populations of the
Americas through the present day. It is divided into time period, such as Pre-Colonial Era to Spanish
Empire, pre-1521–1810, and covers a variety of themes relevant to the time period, making it easy
for the reader find information. The coverage offers readers background on critical events that have
shaped Latino/a populations, revealed the conditions and experiences of Latinos, or highlighted their
contributions to U.S. society. The text addresses events as varied as the U.S.-Mexican War to the
rise of Latin jazz. The entries present a balance of political and cultural events, social developments,
legal cases, and broader trends. Each entry has a chronology, a main narrative, biographies of
notable figures, and suggested further readings, as well as one or more primary sources that offer
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additional context or information on the given event. These primary source materials offer readers
additional insight via a first-hand account, original voices, or direct evidence on the subject matter.
  1985 events in history: Great Events from History: 1956-1996 Frank Northen Magill, 1997
  1985 events in history: 50 Events That Shaped American Indian History Donna Martinez,
Jennifer L. Williams Bordeaux, 2016-12-05 This powerful two-volume set provides an insider's
perspective on American Indian experiences through engaging narrative entries about key historical
events written by leading scholars in American Indian history as well as inspiring first-person
accounts from American Indian peoples. This comprehensive, two-volume resource on American
Indian history covers events from the time of ancient Indian civilizations in North America to recent
happenings in American Indian life in the 21st century, providing readers with an understanding of
not only what happened to shape the American Indian experience but also how these events—some
of which occurred long ago—continue to affect people's lives today. The first section of the book
focuses on history in the pre-European contact period, documenting the tens of thousands of years
that American Indians have resided on the continent in ancient civilizations, in contrast with the very
short history of a few hundred years following contact with Europeans—during which time
tremendous changes to American Indian culture occurred. The event coverage continues
chronologically, addressing the early Colonial period and beginning of trade with Europeans and the
consequential destruction of native economies, to the period of Western expansion and Indian
removal in the 1800s, to events of forced assimilation and later self-determination in the 20th
century and beyond. Readers will appreciate how American Indians continue to live rich cultural,
social, and religious lives thanks to the activism of communities, organizations, and individuals, and
perceive how their inspiring collective story of self-determination and sovereignty is far from over.
  1985 events in history: 50 Events That Shaped African American History Jamie J. Wilson,
2019-09-19 This two-volume work celebrates 50 notable achievements of African Americans,
highlighting black contributions to U.S. history and examining the ways black accomplishments
shaped American culture. This two-volume encyclopedia offers a unique look at the African American
experience, from the arrival of the first 20 Africans at Jamestown through the launch of the Black
Lives Matter movement and the Ferguson Protests. It illustrates subjects such as the Jim Crow
period, the Brown v. Board of Education case that overturned segregation, Jackie Robinson's
landmark integration of major league baseball, and the election of Barack Obama as president of the
United States. Drawing from almost 400 years of U.S. history, the work documents the experiences
and impact of black people on every aspect of American life. Presented chronologically, the selected
events each include at least one primary source to provide the reader with a first-person
perspective. These range from excerpts of speeches given by famous African American figures, to
programs from the March on Washington. The remarkable stories collected here bear witness to the
strength of a group of people who chose to survive and found ways to work collectively to force
America to live up to the promise of its founding.
  1985 events in history: Great Events from History II.: 1945-1966 Frank Northen Magill, 1995
  1985 events in history: A History of the Barossa Vintage Festival - Past & Present
Events , This publication highlights and documents key events over the festival's history since its
beginnings in 1947. Its history has been researched, compiled and written by 2021 Barossa Young
Ambassador participant, Rebekah Rosenzweig. Learn about the history of the Barossa's much loved
biennial event, the Barossa Vintage Festival, as you turn the pages. Featuring many photographs
from the archives and community members, this book is sure to bring back memories as the reader
reminisces on festivals gone by.
  1985 events in history: A History of the Earth John J. W. Rogers, 1993-11-18 This book surveys
the history of the Earth and the nature of the processes that controlled its history. Integrating
information from many fields, the book focuses on fundamental processes, the geological record,
historical topics, and specific areas such as the development of modern ocean basins and the nature
of cratonic sedimentary cover sequences.
  1985 events in history: Routledge Handbook of Major Events in Economic History Randall E.



Parker, Robert Whaples, 2013 This book aims to introduce readers to the important macroeconomic
events of the past two hundred years. It explains what went on and why during the most significant
economic epochs of the nineteenth, twentieth and early twenty-first centuries and how where we are
today fits in this historical timeline.
  1985 events in history: A History of the World from the 20th to the 21st Century John Ashley
Soames Grenville, 2005 Provides a comprehensive survey of the key events and personalities of this
period.
  1985 events in history: A Study of the Secondary School History Curriculum in Chile
from Colonial Times to the Present Carmen Gloria Zúñiga, Tom O'Donoghue, Simon Clarke,
2015-02-03 The focus of this book is on the secondary school history curriculum in Chile from
colonial times to the present. By way of background, attention is paid to the development of the
history curriculum in the three countries which have most influenced educational developments in
Chile, namely, England, the United States of America and Spain. The academic literature on the
history curriculum throughout the English-speaking and Latin-speaking world, especially on the
purposes attached to history as a school subject and the variety of pedagogical approaches
prescribed is also considered. The results of a project that addressed the following interrelated
research questions are then outlined: • What is the historical background to the current secondary
school history curriculum in Chile? • What are the current developments of the secondary school
history curriculum in Chile? • What are the issues of concern for secondary school history teachers
in Chile? At various times the teaching of the subject ranged from being in the ‘great tradition’
approach, emphasizing teacher-centred activities and repetition of content knowledge, to being in
the ‘new history’ tradition, emphasizing the promotion of active learning, student-centred activities
and the encouragement of the historical method of enquiry. The analysis also details current issues
of concern for teachers regarding the implementation of the current curriculum framework for
secondary school history. The book concludes with a consideration of implications for practice in
areas pertaining to curriculum development, teaching and learning, management and
administration, teacher preparation, and professional development practices in Chile.
  1985 events in history: Pluto and Lowell Observatory: A History of Discovery at Flagstaff
Kevin Schindler and Will Grundy, Contributions by Annette & Alden Tombaugh, W. Lowell Putnam
and S. Alan Stern, 2018 Pluto looms large in Flagstaff, where residents and businesses alike take
pride in their community's most enduring claim to fame: Clyde Tombaugh's 1930 discovery of Pluto
at Lowell Observatory. Percival Lowell began searching for his theoretical Planet X in 1905, and
Tombaugh's eureka! experience brought worldwide attention to the city and observatory. Ever since,
area scientists have played leading roles in virtually every major Pluto-related discovery, from
unknown moons to the existence of an atmosphere and the innovations of the New Horizons
spacecraft. Lowell historian Kevin Schindler and astronomer Will Grundy guide you through the
story of Pluto from postulation to exploration.
  1985 events in history: Art History, Narratology, and Twentieth-Century Chinese Art
Lian Duan, 2023-07-28 This study constructs a framework of narratology for art history and rewrites
the development of twentieth-century Chinese art from a narratological perspective. Theoretically
and methodologically oriented, this is a self-reflective meta-art history studying the art historical
narratives while narrating the story of modern and contemporary Chinese art. Thus, this book
explores the three layers of narrative within the narratological framework: the first-hand fabula, the
secondary narration, and the tertiary narrativization. With this tertiary narrativization, the
reader-author presents three types of narrative: the grand narrative of the central thesis of this
book, the middle-range narrative of the chapter theses, and case analyses supporting these theses.
The focus of this tertiary narrativization is the interaction between Western influence on Chinese art
and the Chinese response to this influence. The central thesis is that this interaction conditioned and
shaped the development of Chinese art at every historical turning point in the twentieth century.
The book will be of interest to scholars working in art history, critical theory, Chinese studies, and
cultural studies.



  1985 events in history: Great Events from History II.: 1937-1960 Frank Northen Magill, 1992
This reference resource presents entirely original articles, treating twentieth century events never
before covered. The current five volumes of Human Rights address 462 topics in the history of
human rights, both instances of human rights denial and human rights advances.--From page v of
Publisher's note.
  1985 events in history: Nature and History Ignazio Masulli, 1990 First Published in 1990.
Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  1985 events in history: Foreign Missionary Background and Indigenous Evangelization
in Igboland Nkem Hyginus M. V. Chigere, 2001
  1985 events in history: Global Perspectives on the Biology and Life History of the White
Shark Michael L. Domeier, 2012-02-03 Inspired by the International White Shark Symposium in
2010, Global Perspectives on the Biology and Life History of the White Shark incorporates the most
important contemporary research findings into a single peer-reviewed book. This beautifully
illustrated reference represents a historic change in the context of White Shark (Carcharodon
carcharias) research. Once considered one of the most poorly understood and difficult sharks to
study, this timely book recognizes a new sophisticated focus on the White Shark, raising its status
from obscurity to enlightenment. The Global Perspectives on the Biology and Life History of the
White Shark celebrates the White Shark as the most studied shark in the sea. Within the chapters
one can find new insights into a vast range of topics, such as behavior, physiology, migration
patterns, habitat preferences, daily activity patterns, molecular genetics, reproductive biology and
new research methods. The book also delves into population monitoring and policy options for
managers and researchers.
  1985 events in history: Events That Changed the World in the Eighteenth Century John
E. Findling, Frank W. Thackeray, 1998-01-26 Warfare on three continents, empire building, and
revolution—political, agricultural, and industrial—dominate 18th-century world history. In Europe
royal dynasties formed, fought major wars that carved up the map of Europe and the Americas, and
began the great colonial expansion that dominated the next century. But the 18th century also
ushered in the Enlightenment, which fired the imagination of Europeans, and the Industrial and
Agricultural Revolutions, which changed society and work forever. To help students better
understand the major developments of the 18th century and their impact on 19th- and 20th-century
history, this unique resource offers detailed description and expert analysis of the 18th century's
most important events: Peter the Great's Reform of Russia; the War of the Spanish Succession; the
First British Empire; the War of the Austrian Succession and the Seven Years' War; the
Enlightenment; the Agricultural Revolution; the American Revolution; the Industrial Revolution; the
Slave Trade; and the French Revolution. Each of the ten events is dealt with in a separate chapter.
Designed for students, this unique format features an introductory essay that presents the facts,
followed by an interpretive essay that places the event in a broader context and promotes student
analysis. The introductory essay provides factual material about the event in a clear, concise, and
chronological manner that makes complex history understandable. The interpretive essay, written by
a recognized authority in the field in a style designed to appeal to general readership, explores the
short-term and far-reaching ramifications of the event. An annotated bibliography identifies the most
important recent scholarship about each event. A full-page illustration complements the narrative
for each event. Three useful appendices include: a glossary of names, events, and terms; a timeline
of important events in 18th-century world history; and a listing of ruling houses and dynasties of
18th-century Europe. This work is an ideal addition to the high school, community college, and
undergraduate reference shelf, as well as excellent supplementary reading for social studies and
world history courses.
  1985 events in history: Mastering Twentieth-Century Russian History Norman Lowe,
2020-08-29 Mastering Twentieth Century Russian History presents a vivid and informative account
of the events which befell the Russian people during the course of the twentieth century. - Explores
the major developments of the last century, from the revolution of 1905, to the First and Second



World Wars, to the Cold War and the rise and fall of the USSR - Examines key figures and their
actions - from Nicholas II, Lenin, Trotsky, Stalin, Khrushchev, Brezhnev, Gorbachev and Yeltsin to
Putin - Deals with events right up to 2000, enabling the Soviet experiment to be placed in context a
decade after its collapse - Incorporates the latest research from British, American and Russian
historians, examining key controversies and debates - Includes primary source material, maps,
photographs, posters and a full chronology of events This text is the ideal companion for anyone
seeking a clear yet detailed introduction to the fascinating events of twentieth century Russian
history.
  1985 events in history: Saints: The Story of the Church of Jesus Christ in the Latter Days The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2024-10-29 The first three volumes of Saints tell the
story of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints from Joseph Smith’s First Vision to the
dedication of the first temple outside North America. Now, the fourth volume carries the story to the
present day, recounting the Church’s astounding growth and inspired development since 1955. As
the book opens, the Church has nine temples and more than one million members. Thousands of
missionaries are preaching the restored gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world. And for the
first time in history, sacred saving ordinances are available in multiple languages. But the work of
the Lord is not yet done. While many nations, kindreds, tongues, and people thirst for restored truth,
the world is troubled by war, civil unrest, sickness, hunger, and prejudice. The Latter-day Saints,
too, have much to learn about each other as the Church spreads far and wide, welcoming people
from many cultures and traditions. The Lord’s command to “be one” has never been more vital—or
more challenging—for His people to follow. Sounded in Every Ear is the final book in Saints, a new,
four-volume narrative history of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Fast-paced,
meticulously researched, and written under the direction of the First Presidency, Saints recounts
true stories of Latter-day Saints across the globe and answers the Lord’s call to write a history “for
the good of the church, and for the rising generations” (Doctrine and Covenants 69:8).
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