1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram is an essential resource for anyone restoring or
maintaining a classic 1968 Ford Mustang. Understanding the ignition switch wiring is crucial for
troubleshooting electrical issues, ensuring proper functionality, and maintaining the vehicle's original
wiring integrity. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the 1968 Mustang ignition switch
wiring diagram, including key components, wiring color codes, and step-by-step guidance on
interpreting and using the diagram effectively. Whether you are an automotive technician, a Mustang
enthusiast, or a classic car restorer, this detailed guide will help you navigate the complexities of the
ignition system wiring. The discussion also covers common wiring problems and tips for safe handling
of the ignition wiring. To facilitate easy navigation, a clear table of contents follows to outline the
main sections of this article.
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Understanding the 1968 Mustang Ignition Switch

The ignition switch in the 1968 Mustang plays a vital role in controlling the electrical power to the
vehicle's engine and accessories. It acts as the primary interface for starting the engine and
managing the flow of electricity to various circuits, including the starter motor, ignition coil, and
accessory devices. The ignition switch is typically located on the steering column or dashboard and
consists of multiple positions such as Off, Accessory, Run, and Start.

Recognizing the function of each position on the ignition switch helps in understanding the wiring
connections and their purposes. For example, the Accessory position powers components like the
radio and lights without engaging the engine, while the Start position activates the starter motor to
crank the engine. Proper wiring ensures that these functions operate seamlessly and safely.

Ignition Switch Wiring Diagram Overview

The 1968 Mustang ignition switch wiring diagram provides a schematic representation of all the
electrical connections related to the ignition system. This diagram includes the ignition switch, starter
solenoid, ignition coil, battery, fuse box, and various wiring harnesses. The diagram serves as a
blueprint for wiring installation, repair, and diagnostics.



Typically, the wiring diagram illustrates wire routing, connection points, and the flow of electrical
current through the ignition system. It also indicates wire colors, terminal numbers, and component
locations. Understanding this schematic enables accurate identification of circuits and helps prevent
wiring errors during maintenance or restoration.

Key Components in the Wiring Diagram

The main components featured in the ignition switch wiring diagram for the 1968 Mustang include:

« Ignition Switch: Central control for electrical power distribution.

Starter Solenoid: Engages the starter motor when the key is turned to Start.

Ignition Coil: Provides the necessary voltage to the spark plugs.

Fuse Box: Protects circuits by interrupting power in case of overload.

Battery: Supplies electrical power to the entire system.

Wiring Color Codes and Their Functions

Understanding the color coding of the ignition switch wiring is critical for proper identification and
connection of wires. The 1968 Mustang uses a specific set of wire colors to denote different circuits
and functions. Familiarity with these color codes aids in interpreting the wiring diagram accurately
and prevents incorrect wiring that could damage components or cause safety hazards.

Below are the common wire color codes found in the 1968 Mustang ignition switch wiring:

Red: Battery power feed, usually connected directly to the battery or fuse box.

Brown: Ignition coil positive feed, energizing the ignition system when the key is in the Run
position.

Yellow: Starter solenoid feed, activated when the key is turned to Start.

Black: Ground or chassis ground connections.

Blue or Blue with Stripe: Accessory circuits such as the radio or wipers.

Step-by-Step Guide to Reading the Wiring Diagram

Interpreting the 1968 Mustang ignition switch wiring diagram requires a systematic approach to
identify pathways and component connections. The following steps outline a methodical way to read
and understand the diagram:



1. Identify the Ignition Switch: Locate the ignition switch symbol or representation on the
diagram, noting the terminal designations.

2. Trace Battery Power: Follow the red wire from the battery to the ignition switch to
understand the power source.

3. Follow Each Position Circuit: Examine wiring paths leading from the switch terminals
corresponding to Off, Accessory, Run, and Start positions.

4. Note Wire Colors and Destinations: Match wire colors to their respective components such
as the starter solenoid, ignition coil, and accessories.

5. Check Ground Connections: Ensure all grounding points are clearly shown and connected
properly.

6. Confirm Fuse and Relay Locations: Verify the placement of fuses or relays that protect or
control the ignition circuits.

7. Cross-Reference with Vehicle Layout: Compare the wiring diagram with the actual vehicle
wiring harness to ensure accuracy.

Following these steps facilitates accurate wiring repairs, replacements, or modifications without
compromising vehicle safety or performance.

Common Wiring Issues and Troubleshooting

Many electrical problems in the 1968 Mustang ignition system arise from wiring faults. Common
issues include loose connections, corroded terminals, broken wires, and incorrect wiring during
previous repairs. Troubleshooting with the ignition switch wiring diagram can help quickly identify and
resolve these problems.

Typical Wiring Problems

e Starter Motor Fails to Engage: Often caused by a faulty yellow wire connection to the starter
solenoid.

« Ignition Coil Not Receiving Power: May result from a broken or disconnected brown wire at
the ignition switch.

* Accessories Not Working in Accessory Position: Could be due to a damaged blue
accessory wire or faulty ignition switch contacts.

¢ Intermittent Electrical Issues: Loose or corroded terminals can cause inconsistent power
delivery.

Using a multimeter and the wiring diagram, technicians can test continuity, voltage presence, and
resistance to pinpoint wiring defects.



Safety Precautions When Working with Ignition Wiring

Working with the ignition switch wiring in the 1968 Mustang requires caution to avoid electrical shock,
short circuits, or damage to vehicle components. Observing proper safety measures is essential for a
safe and effective repair process.

Important safety precautions include:

e Disconnect the battery before starting any wiring work to prevent accidental shorts.

e Use insulated tools to minimize the risk of electric shock.

 Verify wire identification using the wiring diagram before cutting or connecting wires.

e Avoid forcing connectors or terminals to prevent damage to wiring harnesses.

¢ Double-check all connections before restoring battery power.

e Work in a well-ventilated area to prevent inhalation of fumes from electrical components or

soldering.

Adhering to these precautions ensures the integrity of the ignition system and the safety of the
technician performing maintenance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the ignition switch wiring diagram for
a 1968 Mustang?

The ignition switch wiring diagram for a 1968 Mustang provides a detailed map of the electrical
connections related to the ignition system, helping in troubleshooting, repairs, and restorations.

Where can | find a reliable 1968 Mustang ignition switch
wiring diagram?

Reliable wiring diagrams can be found in factory service manuals, reputable Mustang restoration
guides, and dedicated automotive forums or websites such as Mustang-specific enthusiast sites.

Which wires are connected to the ignition switch on a 1968
Mustang?

Typically, the ignition switch on a 1968 Mustang connects wires for battery power (usually red),
ignition (usually brown or yellow), accessory, and starter solenoid (usually purple or dark green).
Exact colors may vary slightly depending on the model.



How do | troubleshoot ignition switch wiring issues on a 1968
Mustang?

Start by consulting the wiring diagram to identify wire functions, then inspect for corrosion, loose
connections, or damaged wires. Use a multimeter to test continuity and voltage at various points to
isolate faults.

Can I replace the ignition switch on a 1968 Mustang using the
wiring diagram?

Yes, the wiring diagram helps you correctly reconnect all wires during ignition switch replacement,
ensuring proper function of the ignition, starter, and accessories.

Are there common wiring problems associated with the 1968
Mustang ignition switch?

Common issues include worn contacts inside the switch, broken or frayed wires, and poor grounding,
all of which can cause starting problems or intermittent electrical faults.

Does the 1968 Mustang ignition switch wiring diagram differ
between coupe and convertible models?

The core ignition switch wiring is generally the same across coupe and convertible models, but there
may be slight variations due to accessory circuits or optional equipment.

What tools do | need to work with the 1968 Mustang ignition
switch wiring?

Essential tools include a wiring diagram, multimeter, wire strippers, crimpers, electrical tape,
soldering iron (optional), and screwdrivers to access the switch assembly.

Additional Resources

1. Wiring Diagrams for Classic 1968 Mustang Ignition Systems

This book offers detailed wiring diagrams specifically for the ignition systems of the 1968 Ford
Mustang. It breaks down complex electrical components into easy-to-understand illustrations and
step-by-step instructions. Ideal for restorers and enthusiasts looking to ensure their Mustang's ignition
is correctly wired and functioning.

2. The 1968 Mustang Electrical Restoration Guide

Focused on the electrical components of the 1968 Mustang, this guide covers everything from ignition
switch wiring to lighting and horn circuits. It provides practical advice on troubleshooting and repair,
supported by clear diagrams. This book is perfect for those aiming to restore their Mustang’s
electrical system to original factory specifications.

3. Mustang Ignition Systems: From 1965 to 1970



Covering ignition systems across multiple Mustang model years, this book includes a dedicated
section on the 1968 ignition switch wiring diagram. It explains the evolution of Mustang ignition
components and offers wiring tips for maintenance and upgrades. Enthusiasts will appreciate the
historical context alongside technical details.

4. Classic Car Wiring Diagrams: Ford Mustang 1968 Edition

This comprehensive manual provides wiring diagrams for the entire 1968 Mustang electrical system,

with a strong emphasis on the ignition switch. It includes color-coded schematics and troubleshooting
checklists to help users identify and fix common electrical issues. A must-have reference for Mustang
restorers and mechanics.

5. Restoring Your 1968 Mustang: Electrical and Ignition Systems

A hands-on restoration guide that focuses on bringing the 1968 Mustang’s ignition and electrical
systems back to life. It offers detailed wiring diagrams, parts lists, and tips for sourcing original
components. This book is designed to assist both beginners and experienced restorers in achieving a
factory-accurate restoration.

6. Ford Mustang Ignition Wiring: A Step-by-Step Approach

This book demystifies the wiring process for Mustang ignition systems, including the 1968 model. It
provides clear, stepwise instructions paired with diagrams to help readers install or repair ignition
switch wiring confidently. Ideal for DIY enthusiasts and professional mechanics alike.

1. Electrical Systems of the 1968 Mustang: A Technical Overview

An in-depth technical resource that covers all electrical systems in the 1968 Mustang with a focus on
ignition switch wiring. It explains electrical theory as it applies to classic cars and provides
comprehensive schematics. This book is suitable for readers seeking a deeper understanding of
Mustang electrical architecture.

8. The Complete 1968 Mustang Repair Manual

A thorough repair manual that includes sections on the ignition system wiring and troubleshooting for
the 1968 Mustang. It features detailed diagrams, maintenance tips, and repair procedures. This
manual is invaluable for anyone performing routine maintenance or complex repairs on their classic
Mustang.

9. Classic Mustang Wiring: Ignition and Beyond

This book expands beyond ignition switch wiring to cover other critical electrical systems in the 1968
Mustang. It offers practical wiring diagrams, modification advice, and restoration insights. Perfect for
Mustang owners who want a broad understanding of their car’s electrical setup, emphasizing
reliability and authenticity.
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1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: Mustang Restoration Handbook Don Taylor,
1987-01-01 Ground up or section by section, this guide will show you how to restore your 1965-70
Mustang to like-new condition. Packed with dozens of identification charts and more than 450
photos and drawings. the guide covers year-by-year equipment changes and disassembly and
assembly. A Mustang suppliers list is a bonus.

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: Chilton's Auto Air Conditioning & Wiring
Diagram Manual Chilton Book Company. Automotive Book Department, 1971

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: How to Restore Your Mustang 1964 1/2-1973
Frank Bohanan, 2010 In the past, restoration guides have provided authenticity information, such as
accurate paint codes, badges, wheels, and other equipment. A bona fide hands-on how-to book for
restoring your Mustang from the ground up has not been offered for years. This unique guide will
cover the restoration process for every major component group and also provide detailed
step-by-step restoration information for the most important procedures. With clear, insightful color
photography to accompany this how-to information, any at-home restorer can confidently restore a
car and save a substantial amount of money in the process. While restomod books have shown how
to install latest technology on vintage muscle cars, this book will focus on factory-accurate
restorations, and some simple bolt-on upgrades that do not detract from the collector value but
rather enhance the reliability and performance of the car. How to Restore Your Mustang
1964-1/2-1973delivers a detailed explanation for finding the right model, how to assess condition,
how to spot a fake, and how to select the right car within your budget. In addition, the book will
cover how to plan, prepare, and select the right tools. This unique guide will cover the restoration
process for every major component group and also provide detailed step-by-step restoration
information for the most important procedures. The latest techniques and best restoration products
for each system will be discussed and detailed. Also, the book discusses how to source parts and
what you need to consider between new/old stock and reproduction parts. Readers will also learn
how to determine if a certain task is best left for a professional shop. All crucial aspects of
restoration, including engines, drivelines, body, interior, trim, electrical systems, brakes, steering,
and suspension will be profiled.

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: Popular Mechanics , 1973-10 Popular
Mechanics inspires, instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world.
Whether it’s practical DIY home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on
the newest cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech
lifestyle.

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: 1968 Ford Cougar Mustang Wiring and
Vacuum Diagrams Ford Motor Company, 2025-01-17 This 1968 Ford Cougar Mustang Wiring and
Vacuum Diagrams is a high-quality, licensed PRINT reproduction of the service manual authored by
Ford Motor Company and published by Detroit Iron. This OEM factory manual is 17 x 11 inches,
COMB bound, shrink-wrapped and contains 54 pages of comprehensive electrical and vacuum
circuit diagrams and diagnosis instructions. Service / repair manuals were originally written by the
automotive manufacturer to be used by their dealership mechanics. The following 1968 Ford,
Mercury models are covered: Mustang, Cougar. This factory-written Detroit Iron shop manual is
perfect for the restorer or anyone working on one of these vehicles.

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: Chilton's Power Accessories and Wiring
Diagrams Manual Chilton Book Company. Automotive Editorial Department, 1973

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: 1999 Ford Mustang Ford Motor Company,
2000

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: Automobile Electrical Systems David
Penn Moreton, Darwin S. Hatch, 1921

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: Automotive Wiring Dennis W. Parks, John
Kimbrough,

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: Automotive Wiring Manual Harry Lorin




Wells, 1920

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: The Auto Electrician's Guide ..., 1921

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: 1966 Ford Mustang Wiring Diagrams
Ford Motor Company, 2025-01-17 This 1966 Ford Mustang Wiring Diagrams is a high-quality,
licensed PRINT reproduction of the service manual authored by Ford Motor Company and published
by Detroit Iron. This OEM factory manual is 17 x 11 inches, COMB bound, shrink-wrapped and
contains 12 pages of comprehensive electrical and vacuum circuit diagrams and diagnosis
instructions. Service / repair manuals were originally written by the automotive manufacturer to be
used by their dealership mechanics. The following 1966 Ford models are covered: Mustang. This
factory-written Detroit Iron shop manual is perfect for the restorer or anyone working on one of
these vehicles.

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: 2001 Ford Mustang Ford Motor Company,
2000

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: The Auto Electrician's Guide ... Michigan
State Auto School, 1919

1968 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram: IGNITION SWITCH Circuit Protection and
Switch Device Committee, 1971
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