
1917 movie guide answers
1917 movie guide answers provide a comprehensive understanding of the critically acclaimed
World War I film directed by Sam Mendes. This article explores detailed explanations and solutions
related to the movie’s plot, characters, themes, and cinematic techniques. For educators, students,
and film enthusiasts alike, these answers offer clarity on complex story elements and historical
context. Additionally, this guide addresses common questions and provides insights into the film’s
production and reception. The aim is to enhance appreciation and comprehension of the film while
offering SEO-optimized content relevant to the keyword 1917 movie guide answers. Below is a
structured overview followed by in-depth sections covering all essential aspects.

Plot Summary and Key Events

Main Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Symbolism in 1917

Cinematic Techniques and Visual Style

Historical Accuracy and Context

Common Questions and Detailed Answers

Plot Summary and Key Events
The plot of 1917 follows two British soldiers, Lance Corporals Schofield and Blake, tasked with
delivering a crucial message to prevent a doomed attack during World War I. The story is set in 1917,
shortly after the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line. The mission requires them to cross enemy
territory under extreme danger. The film’s narrative is continuous, designed to appear as a single
shot, which heightens tension and immersion. Key events include intense encounters with enemy
forces, navigating deadly landscapes, and moments of human vulnerability amid war’s chaos.

Mission Overview
The central mission is to warn the 2nd Battalion of the Devonshire Regiment to cancel their planned
attack, which would lead them into a German trap. This task drives the entire storyline and
emphasizes the urgency and peril involved. Both soldiers face numerous obstacles, including
destroyed terrain, enemy patrols, and dwindling supplies, making their journey a harrowing test of
endurance and courage.

Significant Scenes
Several scenes stand out for their dramatic impact and narrative importance. For example, the scene



in the abandoned German trench showcases the film’s claustrophobic atmosphere and the soldiers’
vulnerability. The river crossing sequence highlights the characters’ physical challenges and
emotional strains. Such key moments contribute to the film’s intense and continuous pacing.

Main Characters and Their Roles
Understanding the main characters in 1917 is essential for grasping the emotional core and narrative
dynamics. The protagonists are carefully developed to represent different facets of bravery, duty, and
sacrifice. Their interactions and individual backstories add depth to the overarching war story.

Lance Corporal Schofield
Schofield is portrayed as a resilient and determined soldier who ultimately delivers the message. His
character embodies perseverance and quiet heroism. Throughout the film, Schofield faces numerous
life-threatening situations, which test his resolve and highlight his commitment to the mission.

Lance Corporal Blake
Blake’s role is pivotal given his personal connection to the battalion at risk; his brother serves among
the troops scheduled to attack. This connection motivates Blake’s determination and adds an
emotional layer to the mission. His character’s sacrifice underscores the film’s themes of loyalty and
loss.

Supporting Characters
Several secondary characters influence the storyline, including Colonel Mackenzie, who assigns the
mission, and various soldiers encountered along the way. These characters enrich the narrative by
portraying different wartime experiences and perspectives.

Themes and Symbolism in 1917
1917 explores profound themes related to war, heroism, and human endurance. The film uses
symbolism and motifs to enhance its storytelling and convey deeper meanings beyond the immediate
plot.

The Futility and Horror of War
A central theme is the senseless destruction and suffering caused by war. The film portrays the
battlefield’s devastation and the psychological toll on soldiers. Scenes depicting abandoned villages
and battle-ravaged landscapes serve as visual metaphors for war’s destructive impact.



Heroism and Sacrifice
The narrative emphasizes individual acts of bravery and the sacrifices made for a greater cause. The
protagonists’ journey symbolizes the courage required to overcome seemingly insurmountable odds.
The film honors these sacrifices without glorifying violence.

Time and Urgency
Time is a persistent motif, with the ticking clock driving the narrative tension. The real-time
storytelling approach mirrors the urgency of the mission and the fleeting nature of life during
wartime. This theme is reinforced through pacing and cinematography.

Cinematic Techniques and Visual Style
1917 is renowned for its groundbreaking cinematography and immersive visual style. The film’s
technical elements contribute significantly to its storytelling effectiveness.

One-Shot Illusion
The film is crafted to appear as a continuous take, achieved through meticulous planning and digital
editing. This technique immerses viewers directly into the soldiers’ experience, creating a seamless
sense of real-time progression. It heightens suspense and emotional engagement throughout the film.

Use of Lighting and Color
Lighting plays a key role in establishing mood and atmosphere. The film transitions from the bright,
open battlefields to darker, confined spaces, reflecting the characters’ emotional states. The color
palette emphasizes naturalistic tones to enhance realism.

Sound Design and Score
The sound design is integral, with ambient noises and a minimalistic score amplifying tension. The
soundtrack supports the narrative’s emotional beats without overwhelming the visual storytelling,
maintaining an authentic warzone feel.

Historical Accuracy and Context
1917 strives to depict World War I with historical fidelity, combining factual events with dramatized
storytelling. Understanding its historical context enriches appreciation of the film’s narrative choices.



Setting and Timeline
The film is set during the Spring Offensive of 1917, specifically focusing on the Western Front in
France. This period was marked by intense battles and strategic retreats, accurately reflected in the
film’s setting and military details.

Military Details and Equipment
The production team meticulously recreated uniforms, weapons, and vehicles to ensure authenticity.
This attention to detail enhances the immersive experience and reflects the realities faced by soldiers
during the Great War.

Dramatization vs. Reality
While the film maintains historical accuracy in many aspects, some events and characters are
fictionalized or condensed for narrative clarity. The continuous shot technique and compressed
timeline serve storytelling purposes rather than strict historical documentation.

Common Questions and Detailed Answers
This section addresses frequently asked questions related to 1917, clarifying plot points, character
motivations, and production elements. The answers aim to resolve ambiguities and deepen viewer
understanding.

Is the film based on a true story?1.
1917 is inspired by stories told to director Sam Mendes by his grandfather, a World War I
veteran, but the plot and characters are fictional constructs designed to convey the wartime
experience.

Why does the film appear as one continuous shot?2.
The one-shot illusion intensifies immersion, making the audience feel as if they are
accompanying the soldiers on their mission in real time. This technique also highlights the
urgency and danger of the narrative.

What is the significance of the title "1917"?3.
The title references the year during World War I when the story takes place, specifically during
a critical phase of the conflict involving major offensives and strategic maneuvers.

How accurate is the portrayal of trench warfare?4.
The film realistically depicts the conditions of trench warfare, including the environment, soldier
behavior, and tactical challenges, though some scenes are dramatized for cinematic effect.



What message does the film convey about war?5.
1917 presents war as a harrowing, chaotic, and tragic experience, emphasizing themes of
sacrifice, heroism, and the human cost of conflict rather than glorification.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main storyline of the movie 1917?
The movie 1917 follows two British soldiers, Schofield and Blake, who are given a mission to deliver a
message across enemy lines during World War I to prevent a doomed attack.

Who directed the movie 1917?
The movie 1917 was directed by Sam Mendes.

What is unique about the filming style of 1917?
1917 is known for its continuous shot style, designed to look like one long take, creating an immersive
and intense experience.

What is the significance of the message that the soldiers must
deliver in 1917?
The message is crucial because it orders the cancellation of an attack that would lead to the death of
1,600 soldiers, including Blake's brother, making it a race against time.

Are the characters in 1917 based on real people?
The characters are fictional but inspired by stories from World War I, particularly from director Sam
Mendes' grandfather's experiences.

What awards did 1917 win?
1917 won several awards, including three Academy Awards for Best Cinematography, Best Visual
Effects, and Best Sound Mixing.

Where can I find detailed answers and explanations for the
movie 1917?
Detailed answers and explanations can be found on movie guide websites, educational platforms, and
forums dedicated to film analysis and discussion.



Additional Resources
1. 1917: The Making of a War Epic
This book offers an in-depth look into the production of the film "1917," detailing the challenges and
innovations involved in creating its continuous-shot illusion. It explores director Sam Mendes’ vision
and the collaboration between the cast and crew to bring this World War I story to life. Rich with
behind-the-scenes photos and interviews, it’s a must-read for fans of the movie and filmmaking
enthusiasts.

2. The True Story Behind 1917
Delving into the historical events that inspired the film, this book provides a comprehensive account
of the real-life missions and soldiers that shaped the narrative of "1917." It contrasts the cinematic
portrayal with actual wartime experiences, offering readers a nuanced understanding of World War I’s
impact on individuals and history.

3. Sam Mendes and the Art of 1917
Focusing on the director’s unique approach, this book analyzes Mendes’ storytelling techniques and
how he crafted a gripping war drama with a continuous-shot style. It examines his career and
influences, providing insight into his creative process and the artistic decisions that defined "1917."

4. Cinematography in 1917: The One-Shot Miracle
This detailed exploration highlights the cinematographic achievements of Roger Deakins in "1917." It
explains the technical aspects, camera work, lighting, and composition that contributed to the film’s
immersive experience, making it a valuable resource for students and professionals in film studies.

5. World War I Through Cinema: 1917 and Beyond
Offering a broader perspective, this book situates "1917" within the context of World War I films
throughout history. It discusses themes, historical accuracy, and the evolution of war storytelling in
cinema, comparing "1917" with other notable films to illustrate its place in the genre.

6. 1917: Character Studies and Psychological Depth
This volume delves into the film’s characters, examining their motivations, fears, and development
throughout the story. It provides psychological analyses of the protagonists and supporting roles,
enriching the viewer’s understanding of the human elements at the core of the intense wartime
narrative.

7. The Sound and Music of 1917
Exploring the auditory landscape of the film, this book discusses the score composed by Thomas
Newman and the sound design that enhances the tension and realism of the movie. It offers insights
into how sound contributes to storytelling and emotional impact in "1917."

8. 1917: Visual Effects and Realism in War Films
This book examines the use of visual effects in "1917," focusing on how technology was used to
create realistic battle scenes and seamless transitions. It highlights the balance between practical
effects and CGI, showcasing the craftsmanship that supports the film’s authenticity.

9. Teaching History with 1917: Educational Guides and Resources
Designed for educators, this guide provides lesson plans, discussion questions, and activities centered
on "1917" to help students engage with World War I history through the film. It encourages critical
thinking about war, heroism, and the human experience, making history accessible and compelling.
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