1955 chevy ignition switch wiring diagram

1955 chevy ignition switch wiring diagram is an essential reference for anyone restoring or
repairing a classic 1955 Chevrolet vehicle. Understanding the ignition switch wiring is crucial for
ensuring proper electrical function, safety, and reliability. This article provides a detailed overview
of the 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring diagram, including the components involved, wiring color
codes, and tips for troubleshooting and installation. Whether you are a professional mechanic or a
classic car enthusiast, this comprehensive guide will help you navigate the complexities of the
ignition system wiring. Additionally, insights into common issues and maintenance practices will be
covered to enhance your knowledge and efficiency when working on this vintage vehicle. Following
this guide will make it easier to preserve the originality and performance of your 1955 Chevy
ignition system.
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e Key Components in the Ignition Switch Wiring

e Understanding the Wiring Diagram and Color Codes
¢ Step-by-Step Wiring Instructions

e Troubleshooting Common Ignition Wiring Problems

e Maintenance Tips for the Ignition Switch System

Overview of the 1955 Chevy Ignition System

The ignition system of a 1955 Chevrolet is a fundamental part of the vehicle's electrical network,
responsible for starting the engine and supplying power to essential components. The ignition switch
controls the flow of electrical current from the battery to the ignition coil and other circuits,
enabling the car to start and operate smoothly. The 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring diagram
provides a schematic representation of how wires connect to the ignition switch and associated
components such as the battery, coil, starter solenoid, and accessories. Understanding this system
helps ensure proper operation and assists in diagnosing electrical faults.

Function of the Ignition Switch

The ignition switch serves as the main control for the vehicle’s ignition system. It has several
positions, including Off, Accessory, On, and Start. Each position directs electrical current to
different circuits, enabling power to the dashboard, ignition coil, and starter motor as needed. In a
1955 Chevy, the ignition switch is typically a key-operated switch mounted on the steering column
or dashboard.



Electrical Flow in the Ignition System

When the ignition key is turned to the Start position, the ignition switch sends power to the starter
solenoid, engaging the starter motor to crank the engine. Simultaneously, the switch powers the
ignition coil, which generates the high voltage needed to ignite the fuel-air mixture in the engine
cylinders. Once the engine starts, the key is released to the On position, maintaining power to the
ignition and accessory circuits while disengaging the starter.

Key Components in the Ignition Switch Wiring

The 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring diagram includes several critical components that work in
conjunction to operate the vehicle’s ignition system effectively. Familiarity with these components
and their roles within the wiring system is vital for accurate installation and troubleshooting.

Ignition Switch

The central control device that manages electrical current flow to the ignition and accessory
circuits. It typically features multiple terminals for different wiring connections.

Battery

Supplies the main source of electrical power to the ignition system and other electrical components
in the vehicle.

Ignition Coil

Transforms the low voltage from the battery into the high voltage needed to create a spark at the
spark plugs.

Starter Solenoid

Receives current from the ignition switch to engage the starter motor, initiating engine cranking.

Accessory Circuits

Wiring that powers non-essential electrical components such as the radio, lights, and gauges when
the ignition switch is in the Accessory or On positions.

Understanding the Wiring Diagram and Color Codes

The wiring diagram for the 1955 Chevy ignition switch is a schematic that displays the connections



between the ignition switch terminals and the vehicle’s electrical components. This diagram is
essential for identifying wire functions, ensuring correct connections, and diagnosing electrical
issues.

Common Wiring Color Codes

Chevrolet used standardized color codes in the 1950s to help differentiate wire functions. Knowing
these colors helps interpret the wiring diagram accurately:

¢ Red: Battery positive voltage feed

e Black: Ground or negative connection

e Yellow: Ignition feed to the coil

e Brown: Accessory power feed

e Orange: Starter solenoid activation wire

e Green: Lighting or other accessory circuits

Reading the Diagram

The wiring diagram is typically laid out with the ignition switch in the center, showing terminals
connected to various wires leading to components such as the battery, coil, and starter solenoid.
Each wire is labeled with its color and function, allowing users to trace circuits and verify continuity.
The diagram also indicates switch positions and how power is routed in each position.

Step-by-Step Wiring Instructions

Wiring or rewiring the ignition switch in a 1955 Chevy requires careful attention to detail to avoid
electrical faults or damage. The following instructions outline the general process of connecting the
ignition switch according to the wiring diagram.

Preparation

Before starting, disconnect the battery to prevent accidental shorts. Gather necessary tools such as
wire strippers, crimpers, connectors, and a multimeter for testing. Verify that you have the correct
ignition switch and wiring harness for a 1955 Chevy.



Wiring Process

—_

Identify the ignition switch terminals according to the wiring diagram.

. Connect the red wire from the battery positive terminal to the designated battery terminal on

the ignition switch.

. Attach the yellow wire from the ignition coil to the ignition terminal on the switch.

Connect the orange wire to the starter solenoid terminal to enable engine cranking when the
key is turned to Start.

. Attach the brown wire to the accessory terminal, which powers components like the radio and

dashboard lights.

Ensure all ground wires (black) are properly connected to the vehicle chassis or negative
battery terminal.

. Double-check all connections are secure and insulated to prevent shorts.

. Reconnect the battery and test the ignition switch functionality by cycling through Off,

Accessory, On, and Start positions.

Troubleshooting Common Ignition Wiring Problems

Issues with the ignition switch wiring can lead to a range of problems including failure to start,
intermittent power loss, or electrical shorts. Understanding common issues and how to diagnose
them is essential for effective repair.

Common Problems

e Loose or Corroded Connections: Poor contact at terminals can interrupt electrical flow.

e Broken or Frayed Wires: Physical damage to wires may cause shorts or open circuits.

e Faulty Ignition Switch: Internal wear or failure can prevent proper operation.

e Incorrect Wiring: Miswiring can lead to malfunction or damage to components.

Diagnostic Tips

Use a multimeter to check for voltage at various points in the circuit when the ignition switch is



operated. Inspect wires visually for damage or corrosion. Verify that the wiring matches the 1955
Chevy ignition switch wiring diagram precisely. Replace any damaged components or wiring as
needed to restore proper function.

Maintenance Tips for the Ignition Switch System

Regular maintenance of the ignition switch and its wiring helps ensure long-term reliability and
safety. Proper care can prevent common electrical issues and preserve the original condition of the
vehicle.

Routine Inspection

Periodically inspect wiring for signs of wear, corrosion, or damage. Check the ignition switch for
smooth operation and clean contacts if accessible. Ensure that all connections are tight and secure.

Cleaning and Protection

Use electrical contact cleaner on ignition switch terminals and connectors to remove dirt and
oxidation. Protect wiring with appropriate insulation and avoid exposure to moisture or heat sources
that can degrade the wires.

Upgrading Wiring

In some cases, upgrading to modern wiring materials or adding protective conduit can improve
durability and safety without compromising the vehicle’s originality. Ensure upgrades are
compatible with the 1955 Chevy ignition system specifications.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the basic layout of the 1955 Chevy ignition switch
wiring diagram?

The 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring diagram typically shows connections between the battery,
ignition switch, starter solenoid, coil, and accessories. It outlines how power flows from the battery
through the ignition switch to start and run the engine.

How do I identify the wires on a 1955 Chevy ignition switch?

Wires on a 1955 Chevy ignition switch are generally color-coded. Common colors include red for
battery power, brown or yellow for ignition, and purple for accessories. Consulting a specific wiring
diagram for the 1955 Chevy can help accurately identify each wire.



Can I use a modern ignition switch on my 1955 Chevy, and
how does wiring change?

Yes, you can use a modern ignition switch, but wiring may differ. Modern switches often have
different terminal layouts and may require additional wiring for features like accessories or security
systems. It's important to reference a wiring diagram tailored to the modern switch for proper
installation.

What common issues can occur with the 1955 Chevy ignition
switch wiring?

Common issues include corrosion on terminals, broken or frayed wires, loose connections, and worn-
out switch contacts. These can cause starting problems, intermittent power loss, or failure to run
accessories.

Where can I find a reliable 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring
diagram?

Reliable wiring diagrams can be found in vintage Chevy repair manuals, classic car restoration
books, online classic car forums, and dedicated websites for Chevrolet enthusiasts.

How do I troubleshoot the ignition switch wiring on a 1955
Chevy?

Start by checking for power at the battery and ignition switch terminals using a multimeter. Inspect
wiring for damage or corrosion, ensure all connections are tight, and verify continuity in the ignition
circuit. Replacing faulty wires or switch components may be necessary.

What role does the ignition switch wiring play in the starting
system of a 1955 Chevy?

The ignition switch wiring controls the flow of electrical current from the battery to the starter
solenoid and ignition coil. When the key is turned, the switch completes the circuit, allowing the
engine to crank and run.

Are there variations in ignition switch wiring diagrams for
different 1955 Chevy models?

Yes, variations exist depending on the model and factory options. For example, models with
additional accessories or different engine types may have slightly different wiring configurations.
Always consult a wiring diagram specific to your model and options.

Additional Resources
1. Wiring Diagrams and Electrical Systems for Classic 1955 Chevy



This comprehensive guide focuses on the electrical systems of the 1955 Chevrolet models, including
detailed wiring diagrams for the ignition switch. It provides step-by-step instructions for
troubleshooting and repairing common electrical issues. Ideal for classic car restorers and
hobbyists, the book combines technical accuracy with clear illustrations.

2. Restoring the 1955 Chevy: Electrical and Ignition Systems

A practical manual aimed at enthusiasts restoring their 1955 Chevy, this book covers the ignition
switch wiring in detail. It explains how to identify wiring colors, connections, and how to replace or
upgrade components safely. The guide also includes tips on maintaining electrical integrity during
restoration.

3. The Complete Guide to 1955 Chevy Electrical Wiring

This book offers an in-depth look at all electrical components in the 1955 Chevy, with a special focus
on the ignition switch wiring diagram. It includes factory schematics, wire color codes, and
troubleshooting charts. Readers can expect clear instructions for both original restorations and
custom modifications.

4. Classic Chevy Electrical Systems: 1955 Model Edition

Designed specifically for the 1955 Chevrolet, this book provides detailed explanations of the car’s
electrical systems, including the ignition switch wiring. It guides readers through the process of
diagnosing electrical faults and performing repairs. The book also highlights common wiring issues
faced by classic Chevy owners.

5. Chevy 1955 Ignition Switch Wiring: Diagrams and Repair Techniques

Focused exclusively on the ignition switch wiring of the 1955 Chevy, this resource includes detailed
diagrams and repair procedures. It covers various ignition switch models used during the era and
how to wire them correctly. Readers will find helpful tips for ensuring reliable ignition system
performance.

6. Electrical Restoration for Vintage Chevy Cars: 1955 Edition

This restoration manual features chapters dedicated to the ignition system of the 1955 Chevy, with
clear wiring diagrams and component descriptions. It assists hobbyists in understanding the original
electrical layout and how to restore it to factory specifications. The book also discusses upgrading
options for improved safety and reliability.

7. Understanding Classic Car Wiring: 1955 Chevy Ignition and Beyond

A beginner-friendly guide that breaks down the complexities of classic car wiring with a focus on the
1955 Chevy ignition switch. It simplifies wiring diagrams and explains electrical principles in an
accessible way. The book is perfect for those new to classic car restoration or electrical work.

8. Chevrolet 1955: Electrical Schematics and Ignition Switch Guide

This technical manual provides factory-correct wiring schematics for the 1955 Chevrolet, with
detailed sections on the ignition switch wiring. It is an essential reference for professionals and
enthusiasts seeking accuracy in their restorations. The book also covers related electrical
components to give a complete system overview.

9. The 1955 Chevy Electrical Handbook: Ignition Wiring and Troubleshooting

A practical handbook offering troubleshooting advice and ignition wiring diagrams specific to the
1955 Chevy. It helps readers diagnose common ignition problems and provides easy-to-follow repair
solutions. The book is filled with practical tips from experienced mechanics specializing in classic
Chevrolets.
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1947-1955 Deve Krehbiel, 2020-01-15 Everything you need to completely restore your 1947-1955
first series Chevy pickup to better-than-new condition is shown in complete detail! The Advance
Design era (1947-1955) was historic for Chevrolet, topping all the production numbers every year
they were in production. And for good reason. The post-World War II economy demanded a tough
and well-engineered solution for this growing economy. Selling more than 2.5 million units during
this era, Chevrolet quickly surpassed and controlled the light-truck market with style, utility, and
logical engineering. This era has been overlooked for long enough, and Deve Krehbiel, a well-known
restoration expert from DevesTechNet.com who specializes in these trucks, puts his 40 years of
experience restoring nothing but Advance Design trucks into an extensive and complete single
volume. With more than 500 photos and detailed instruction for every aspect of a proper restoration,
this book will be the restorer’s best friend. Deve’s companion book, Chevrolet Inline 6 Engine:
1929-1962 (SA455), explains in full detail the engine aspects of your project. The Advance Design
Chevy pickup is one of the most popular and highly prized vehicles at any venue. The author’s hope
is that this book will give you the confidence and the knowledge to put your old Chevy truck back on
the road in style. There is just nothing more interesting and more inviting than an old Chevy truck!
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Mechanics inspires, instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world.
Whether it’s practical DIY home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on
the newest cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech
lifestyle.
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anniversary issue, dated Nov. 1945.

1955 chevy ignition switch wiring diagram: How to Wire Chevy & GMC Trucks:
1947-1987 John Carollo, 2024-09-24 Rewire your vintage Chevrolet/GMC truck yourself! If you are
building a vintage truck, it will most likely require new wiring at some point. Whether the original
wiring is old, brittle, has splices, or has already been removed, fresh wiring is critical to a trucks
dependability. Whether you’'re working on a singular task or doing a complete rewire, your classic
Chevrolet/GMC pickup’s viability and safety relies on a properly working electrical system. Due to
today’s automotive aftermarket, there is no reason to not do the wiring yourself. Rewiring the truck
helps you save money and provides peace of mind. Vehicle-specific kits are available to replace
existing or missing wiring. If you plan to do custom wiring, universal kits are available as well.
Either type of kit can be installed without an abundance of electrical knowledge. With some basic
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tools and time, you can wire your truck just like the professionals. In How to Wire Chevy & GMC
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professional, this book covers it all.
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