1953 chevrolet business coupe

1953 chevrolet business coupe stands as a notable model in the history of Chevrolet,
representing a blend of classic design, reliable performance, and practical utility. This vehicle, part
of Chevrolet’s early 1950s lineup, was specifically tailored for business use, offering a spacious
interior and a sturdy build ideal for commercial purposes. The 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe
combines vintage charm with functional features, making it a sought-after classic car for collectors
and automotive enthusiasts alike. This article delves into the key aspects of the 1953 Chevrolet
Business Coupe, covering its design, engineering, performance, and historical significance. Detailed
insights into its engine specifications, interior features, and restoration considerations will also be
provided to offer a comprehensive understanding of this classic American automobile.
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Design and Styling of the 1953 Chevrolet Business
Coupe

The 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe featured a distinctive design that was both practical and
visually appealing. As part of Chevrolet’s early '50s lineup, this model maintained the classic,
rounded styling cues typical of the era, characterized by smooth curves, a prominent chrome grille,
and a two-door coupe configuration. The design was optimized for business use, offering ample
cargo and passenger space within a compact footprint, which made it a popular choice among small
business owners and professionals.

Exterior Styling Elements

The exterior of the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe showcased a streamlined body with chrome
accents along the front grille, bumpers, and side moldings. The coupe’s roofline was slightly sloped,
contributing to its sleek profile while retaining enough headroom for driver comfort. The vehicle was
available in a variety of factory colors, often featuring two-tone paint schemes that enhanced its
visual appeal. Distinctive features included:

e Chrome-trimmed front grille with horizontal bars

e Integrated fender skirts that added to aerodynamic styling



e Rounded headlights and rear taillights providing a cohesive look

¢ Steel wheels with full hubcaps emphasizing durability

Body and Frame Construction

Built on a robust body-on-frame construction, the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe was designed to
withstand the rigors of daily use. The steel body panels were reinforced to enhance durability, an
essential characteristic for business vehicles expected to carry goods or equipment. The coupe’s
two-door design allowed easier access to the interior while maximizing cargo space behind the front
seats.

Engine and Performance Specifications

The 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe was equipped with engines that balanced power and efficiency,
suitable for both city driving and longer hauls. Chevrolet offered this model with a choice of inline-
six engines, known for their reliability and ease of maintenance. The powertrain options were
designed to provide sufficient horsepower and torque to meet the demands of business users.

Engine Options
This model typically came with the following engine configurations:
e 235 cubic inch inline-six “Blue Flame” engine: Producing approximately 105 horsepower,

this engine was the standard option and known for its smooth operation and robust
performance.

e Optional higher-output inline-six: Some versions featured an upgraded engine variant
delivering up to 115 horsepower, offering improved acceleration and load handling.

Transmission and Drivetrain

The 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe was generally equipped with a three-speed manual
transmission, providing drivers with precise control and durability. An optional two-speed
Powerglide automatic transmission was available for those seeking convenience and easier
operation. Rear-wheel drive was standard, delivering reliable traction and handling under various
driving conditions.

Performance Characteristics

With its combination of engine options and drivetrain configuration, the 1953 Chevrolet Business



Coupe offered respectable performance for its class. Key performance highlights included:

 Acceleration adequate for urban and highway driving
e Sturdy suspension system designed to absorb road imperfections

e Braking system optimized for safety and reliability

Interior Features and Comfort

The interior of the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe was designed with a focus on practicality while
providing a comfortable environment for drivers. Given its business-oriented nature, the cabin
prioritized functionality and ease of use without sacrificing essential comfort features.

Seating and Space

The Business Coupe featured a front bench seat that accommodated two passengers comfortably,
with sufficient legroom and headroom. The rear portion of the cabin was designed as a cargo area,
providing ample space for transporting goods, tools, or supplies. The layout was ideal for business
owners who required a versatile vehicle that could serve both passenger and hauling needs.

Dashboard and Instrumentation

The dashboard was straightforward and utilitarian, equipped with essential gauges such as
speedometer, fuel gauge, and oil pressure indicator. Controls were ergonomically arranged to
facilitate easy operation, including knobs for lighting, heating, and ventilation. The interior trim
utilized durable materials that could withstand heavy use while maintaining a clean appearance.

Optional Comfort Features

While the base model was focused on utility, Chevrolet offered several optional features to enhance
driver comfort, including:

e Heater for colder climates
¢ AM radio for entertainment during long drives

e Upgraded upholstery materials for added durability and style



Historical Significance and Market Position

The 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe holds a significant place in automotive history, representing the
post-war era’s emphasis on reliable, practical vehicles suited for business and personal use. During
this time, Chevrolet solidified its reputation as a manufacturer of affordable, durable cars that
catered to a broad audience, including small business owners and commercial operators.

Market Context of the Early 1950s

In the early 1950s, the automotive market was transitioning from wartime production back to
civilian needs. The demand for versatile, dependable vehicles was high, and Chevrolet responded
with models like the Business Coupe that met these criteria. The coupe was positioned as an
economical choice for business owners who required a vehicle that could serve both as a transport
for goods and a personal car.

Competition and Consumer Appeal

The 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe competed with similar offerings from Ford, Dodge, and
Plymouth, standing out due to its combination of Chevrolet’s engineering reliability and classic
styling. Its affordability and ease of maintenance made it a preferred choice among practical-minded
consumers and professionals.

Restoration and Collectibility

Today, the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe is considered a classic car, valued by collectors and
restoration enthusiasts for its historical importance and vintage appeal. Restoring this model
requires attention to authenticity and preservation of original features, which contributes to its
collectibility.

Restoration Considerations

Restoring a 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe involves sourcing period-correct parts and maintaining
the vehicle’s original specifications. Key aspects to consider during restoration include:

e Engine and drivetrain refurbishment to ensure reliable performance
e Bodywork and paint restoration to preserve the classic appearance
e Interior refurbishment, including upholstery and dashboard components

e Maintaining original chrome and trim details for authenticity



Collectibility and Market Value

As a classic vehicle, the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe has seen a steady appreciation in value,
especially when restored to original condition. Its rarity, combined with Chevrolet’s historical
significance in the American automotive landscape, makes it a desirable collector’s item. Enthusiasts
often seek this model for vintage car shows, classic car rallies, and personal collections.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1953 Chevrolet Business
Coupe?

The 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe features a two-door design with a spacious front seat optimized
for commercial use, a 235 cubic inch inline-six engine, and a simple yet durable interior focused on
practicality.

How much horsepower does the 1953 Chevrolet Business
Coupe have?

The 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe is equipped with a 235 cubic inch inline-six engine producing
approximately 115 horsepower.

Is the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe considered a collectible
classic car?

Yes, the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe is considered a collectible classic due to its vintage styling,
historical significance, and its role as a versatile vehicle in the early 1950s.

What is the difference between the 1953 Chevrolet Business
Coupe and the standard coupe?

The Business Coupe typically features a front bench seat without rear seating, designed for
commercial or business use, whereas the standard coupe includes rear passenger seating for
additional occupants.

How much can a 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe be worth
today?

Depending on the condition, originality, and restoration quality, a 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe
can be valued between $15,000 and $35,000 or more in the classic car market.

What kind of transmission does the 1953 Chevrolet Business



Coupe have?

The 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe originally came with a 3-speed manual transmission, with an
optional 2-speed Powerglide automatic transmission available.

Are parts for the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe still
available?

Yes, many parts for the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe are still available through classic car parts
suppliers, restoration shops, and online marketplaces specializing in vintage Chevrolet components.

What makes the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe popular
among car enthusiasts?

Its classic 1950s styling, reliable inline-six engine, and historical significance as a practical business
vehicle make the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe popular among vintage car collectors and
enthusiasts.

Additional Resources

1. The 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe: A Classic American Icon

This book delves into the history and design of the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe, highlighting its
significance in post-war America. It covers the car's engineering, styling cues, and the cultural
impact it had during the early 1950s. Richly illustrated with period photographs, it’s a must-read for
vintage car enthusiasts.

2. Restoring the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe

A comprehensive guide for classic car restorers, this book provides step-by-step instructions on
restoring the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe to its original glory. It includes detailed information on
sourcing authentic parts, bodywork, and engine rebuilding. The book also features expert tips from
seasoned restorers.

3. Chevrolet’s 1953 Business Coupe: Engineering and Innovation

This technical manual explores the mechanical aspects of the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe,
focusing on its engine, chassis, and suspension systems. It explains the innovations Chevrolet
introduced that year and how they contributed to the car’s performance and reliability. Ideal for
mechanics and automotive engineers.

4. The Culture of the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe

Examining the broader cultural context, this book discusses how the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe
fit into American society. It looks at advertising campaigns, the car’s role in business and daily life,
and its representation in media and popular culture. A fascinating read for those interested in
automotive history and sociology.

5. Collecting the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe

Targeted at collectors, this book outlines what makes the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe a valuable
classic car. It covers market trends, rarity factors, and tips on evaluating condition and authenticity.
Readers will find advice on buying, selling, and maintaining their collectible vehicles.



6. Driving the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe: A Vintage Experience

This narrative-style book shares stories and testimonials from owners who have driven the 1953
Chevrolet Business Coupe. It captures the feel of driving this classic car, including handling
characteristics and the nostalgic appeal. A great read for anyone interested in the personal side of
classic car ownership.

7. Design Evolution: The 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe in Context

Focusing on automotive design, this book places the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe within the
broader evolution of Chevrolet vehicles. It compares design elements from previous and subsequent
years, explaining how styling trends influenced the coupe’s appearance. Perfect for design students
and auto enthusiasts alike.

8. Performance Upgrades for the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe

For enthusiasts looking to enhance their 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe, this book outlines popular
performance modifications. It discusses engine tuning, suspension upgrades, and brake
improvements while maintaining the vehicle’s classic look. The book balances modern enhancements
with respect for vintage authenticity.

9. 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe: Original Factory Specifications and Brochures

This archival book compiles factory documentation, including original brochures, specification
sheets, and promotional materials for the 1953 Chevrolet Business Coupe. It provides firsthand
insight into the marketing and technical details presented by Chevrolet at the time. A valuable
resource for historians and collectors.
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1953 chevrolet business coupe: Cranswick on Classic Chevrolet Corvette 1953-1996
Marc Cranswick, 2025-02-27 Rome wasn'’t built in a day, and, similarly, the dream of developing a
world class American sports car took time and effort. Harley Earl and Ed Cole gave Corvette a push
start, and Zora Arkus Duntov took the Plastic Fantastic into orbit, based on the combination of
excellent design and hardware, as well as the racing achievements that followed. Once established,
the Corvette became a Chevrolet icon, utilised by Bow Tie and GM marketing to benefit the
automaker. However, Corvette was no loss leader, it earned its keep and the respect of industry
commentators. The Corvette maintained all these qualities despite the triple whammy of insurance
rate hikes, emissions controls and fuel crises, and survived into the '80s with a fresh design that
took on all sports car competitors. Archive images, independent testing, and the viewpoints of
Chevrolet and auto industry personalities illustrate the rise and rise of America’s only sports car,
including a substantial mid-engine genesis. Marc Cranswick’s original commentary pays homage to
the Corvette as an enduring glamor icon and the ultimate dream machine!
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1953 chevrolet business coupe: Chevrolets of the 1950s David Temple, 2018-06-15 As the
1950s dawned, General Motors focused its industrial might on producing revolutionary rather than
evolutionary cars with the ultimate goal to become the clear market leader in the automotive
industry. To accomplish this goal, the company designed, developed, and consistently released
innovative automotive technology. During the decade, Chevrolet introduced the small-block V-8,
automatic transmission, air-conditioning, power steering, and many other innovations that made the
cars faster, more comfortable, and safer. All of the pieces had fallen into place. General Motors had
astute leadership, a brilliant engineering team, forward-thinking stylists, a massive manufacturing
infrastructure, and the capability to produce cutting-edge technology. With unbridled optimism and
exuberance to meet the demands of the booming U.S. economy of the 1950s, the company designed,
developed, and delivered an unprecedented number of breakthrough technologies, and established
the blueprint for the modern automobile. Automotive historian and veteran author David Temple
goes behind the scenes to reveal how these technologies were designed, manufactured, and installed
on Chevrolet’s fine portfolio of cars: the Corvette, 1955-1957 Bel Air, Nomad, Impala, and many
more. Inside General Motors, many dedicated and talented leaders who were determined to make
Chevrolet cars the best on the market. Vice President of Styling Harley Earl and his team designed
the 1952 Corvette concept car for the Motorama show. After receiving numerous accolades, it was
rushed into production. Design chief Bill Mitchell used his design acumen and creative vision as he
led his team to style the 1955-1957 Bel-Air. Zora Arkus-Duntov worked tirelessly and transformed
the Corvette from a touring car into a genuine sports car. Ed Cole and his engineers overcame many
challenges to develop the compact, efficient, and powerful Chevy small-block V-8, which continued
in production for decades. Chevrolets of the 1950s retraces the design, development, and production
of these cars, but it also covers innovative vital components that were installed in them. If you have
been looking for the inside story on GM’s arguably greatest decade, the models, and the technology
it produced, you have found it.

1953 chevrolet business coupe: The Action Era Vehicle , 2004

1953 chevrolet business coupe: Chevrolet: 1911-1960 Michael W.R. Davis, 2012-08-06 The
Chevrolet car and truck business traces its roots back to Michigan’s lumber industry in the middle of
the 19th century. Lumber mills gave way to carriage and wagon manufacturing and the claim, before
motorcars burst on the scene, that Flint was the “vehicle capital of the world.” This is the story of
how those wagon makers quickly converted to producing automobiles, overtaking automotive
pioneer and archrival Ford in sales, and building the Chevrolet brand into the global powerhouse
entity it is today. This volume traces the first half (1911-1960) of Chevrolet’s 100-year history in
photographic detail and provides an unparalleled spotter guide for long-forgotten (or never-known)
Chevrolet cars and trucks.

1953 chevrolet business coupe: Classic Old Car Value Guide , 1990

1953 chevrolet business coupe: Walking with My Sunshine Rufus Franklin Stephenson,
2012-12-13 In the sequel to From Dixieland to Frisco Bay, Rufus Franklin Stephenson tells us the
story of a romance which has lasted for more than half a century. Walking with My Sunshine
chronicles his marriage to Joyce, the love of his life. When Rufus and Joyce decided to marry at a
very young age, few supported them. Yet despite everything, they proved that true love can
overcome any form of adversity, and can last a lifetime. Nourished by faith in God, the blessing of
children, and unwavering loyalty to each other, their marriage has been the foundation for a family,
now four generations strong, who know that the best moments in life are those that are shared with
those we love. This is a story of family, of forgiveness, of building a life with faith. It is one that will
lift your heart.

1953 chevrolet business coupe: Memoirs of Myths and Truths Carl B. Allen, 2008-07-02
Memoirs of Myths and Truths in an Ordinary Pebble’s Extraordinary Life. We find the author
considers himself an ordinary pebble amoung others of his time,who has gone on a desperate search
for love and approval. But even an ordinary pebbles like him can have an extraordinary life, because
he is not ordinary from the start finding at an early age confusion and embarrassment regarding



whether an accident or his mind makes him that way. It’s not until into his young adult stream does
he discover another reason for his rebel behavior in school and life. Which as a reader, you'll
recognized some problems in the text of the book cover and in the book’s writen words or spelling or
sentance structure being a struggle. You'll see it’s not his schooling, it’s his battle with being
dyslexic. Yet there is some great writing and inspiration, plus the help of a few photos, to bring you
into his or your memories and times when some myths emerged from stories and some being real
truths. Pebbles we all are, truths are maybe what we think they should be, and myths are longer
lasting then we may know. The author finds himself slowly aware of being in his September years,
having a sense of belonging to the past and present, but a much shorter future. With that comes a
sense of family, and the closeness of friends, which has brought him to this place of wonderment
that has continued from those wonderful years of youth. They have brought him to these joyous
thoughts while writing these memoirs, and making reflecting on his extraordinary life. Starting at
first writing this for all his kin and others within that stream surround him, but then realize other
pebbles of this time can bring back some reflection on these times with a little smile, some sadness,
and reflection too. He may have wandered through those youthful years winding through life’s paths
and finding some running on empty or full or too fast or too slow at the time like the automobiles of
the day. His nurturing as a child, not always satisfying, resulted in the builting many protective walls
around his self. Yet like James Dean in East of Eden or Rebel Without a Cause or Giant, there was
this desperate search for love and approval, not always available for many reasons and questionable
behavior leading to myths or truths. Seeking his own needs, while being an ordinary pebble has
resulted in finding an extraordinary life. There is a expression of views from his heart and mind
trying to embrace so much of that extraordinary life that lies hidden deeper within his self, and yet
always trying to hold and consider that these are parts of his life, whether shinning with beauty or
happiness or sadness, finding only to be viewed as an expression of soul. He has tried painting, but
now the writen word, in expressing some of those myths, spoken truths found within the soul, and
trusted memories. They carry simple but complex myths in the life of an ordinary pebble, always
amazed by the course of the streams found. These memoirs are a reflection of our times, history,
love for the automobile,then adding the racing with many encounters with lovers and places that
have been traveled that brings this extraordinary life into view. The book is about people
encountered in his life’s stream, the persons who have enriched this life and helped him to find out
who he is. Also that going through this journey, gathering memories, myths or truths, these
moments sustained his notion of an ordinary pebble’s extraordinary life. These events have allowed
reflection on moral issues and things that are questionable judgment. He hope that you enjoy this
time traveling in this stream. Pebbles we are, yet we are still the most important part in those
stream surrounding us, finding most everyone else’s lives continue similarly within those same small
stream we live in rubbing shoulders and sharing our life’s stream with others matter more than we
know because as others enrich our lives, we can d

1953 chevrolet business coupe: Standard Catalog of Chevrolet, 1912-2003 John Gunnell,
2011-10-21 The Standard Catalog of Chevrolet 1912-2003 delivers everything a Chevy enthusiast or
historian needs! You'll find 448 pages packed with more than 2,000 photos, history, production
figures, and updated pricing information. The Standard Catalog of Chevrolet 1912-2003 includes: *
A current market price guide showing values in Old Cars Report Price Guide's comprehensive 1 to 6
grading scale « Complete year-by-year model listings with history and technical details * Thousands
of photos for easy model identification ¢ Option lists, engine information, original pricing, and
production information This book is a MUST for everyone that loves Chevys!

1953 chevrolet business coupe: Agreements Restricting Certain Sales of Motor Vehicls for
Sale ... Hearings ... on H.R. 9769, 9916, and 9917 ... July 21 and 22, 1954 United States. Congress.
House. Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 1954

1953 chevrolet business coupe: Cars & Parts, 1999

1953 chevrolet business coupe: American Cars, 1946-1959 ]J. “Kelly” Flory, Jr., 2008-11-24
From the resumption of automobile production at the close of World War II through the 1950s, the




American auto industry would see the births and deaths of several manufacturers, great
technological advances, and an era of dramatic styling as a prospering nation asserted its growing
mobility. Cars of this period are among the most iconic vehicles ever built in the United States: the
1949 Ford, the remarkable Studebaker designs of 1950 and 1953, the 1955-1957 Chevrolets, the
Forward Look Chrysler products, the ill-fated Edsel and many others. This comprehensive reference
book details every model from each of the major manufacturers (including independents such as
Kaiser-Frazer and Crosley but excluding very low-volume marques such as Tucker) from model years
1946 through 1959. Year by year, it provides an overview of the industry and market, followed by an
individual report on each company: its main news for the year (introductions or cancellations of
models, new engines and transmissions, advertising themes, sales trends etc.); its production figures
and market status; and its powertrain offerings, paint colors and major options. The company's
models are then detailed individually with such information as body styles, prices, dimensions and
weights, standard equipment and production figures. Nearly 1,000 photographs are included.

1953 chevrolet business coupe: Beyond Hunting and Fishing Ben D. Mahaffey, 2012-04
These stories are the latest and last hunting and shing experiences of Ben D. Maha ey. However, in
this volume, he goes beyond hunting and shing and talks about Theodore Roosevelt, the
Constitution, politics, his war stories and his philosophies of life.

1953 chevrolet business coupe: 50 Years of Hunting and Fishing Ben D. Mahaffey,
2000-07-12 A truly fascinating, humorous, exciting history and philosophy of hunting and fishing in
11 states, including Alaska, over the past 50 years.

1953 chevrolet business coupe: Hearings United States. Congress. House. Committee on
Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 1954

1953 chevrolet business coupe: A Degree of Success through Curiosity David M. Sablan,
2017-03-07 A Degree of Success through Curiosity by David M. Sablan David M. Sablan shares his
experiences and personal account growing up during the World War II years on Saipan in this book,
A Degree of Success through Curiosity. Because there was a heavy battle between the U.S. forces
and the Japanese Imperial Army on Saipan during 1944 (World War II), the idyllic island life under
the Japanese regime changed with the arrival of war on Saipan. David and his family fled to the hills
when the battle became very intense during the early summer of 1944. There he and his family lived
in a well-hidden cave and survived on coconuts, sugarcane, and whatever they could scrounge in the
immediate vicinity of the cave. They survived on this diet for at least three weeks before the
Americans rescued them from the cave and took them to a safety stockade, where local residents
were held out of harm’s way. A Degree of Success through Curiosity teaches us, the readers, a
fascinating account of someone who experienced living under the Japanese regime before and
during WWII on a remote Pacific island, who grew up under hardship but made something positive
out of his life.

1953 chevrolet business coupe: Quarter-Mile Corvettes 1953-1975 Steve Holmes,
2024-04-15 Re-live Corvette’s early years at the drag strip! Famously known as “America’s sports
car,” the Chevrolet Corvette came to market in 1953. That same year, the newly established
National Hot Rod Association (NHRA) hosted its first event. The Corvette was never intended for
quarter-mile drag racing, and it appeared to be completely at odds with the sport. Early equipment
included an underpowered Blue Flame 6-cylinder motor and automatic transmission. But somehow,
the two have become forever entwined. The Corvette brought an element of class and style to drag
racing. On the showroom and on the street, it has always been unique. It is truly American. Likewise,
the uniqueness that sets it apart from everything else also meant that it had no natural competition
on the drag strip. However, that fact didn’t dampen enthusiasm. Indeed, the NHRA and other
governing bodies introduced Sports Car divisions in the late 1950s, catering to both stock and
modified vehicles. Naturally, these classes were packed with Corvettes. Racing historian Steve
Holmes breaks new ground by unearthing the complete early history of the Corvette in drag racing.
Quarter-Mile Corvettes focuses on the period from 1955 to 1975, which spans the first 20 years of
Corvette V-8 production. Fittingly, this was also the era considered by many to be the greatest in




drag racing’s history, and Corvettes encapsulated the vibrancy of the period in a way that will never
be repeated. Certainly, Chevrolet never intended for the Corvette to become a quarter-mile terror,
but today, its nameplate has become one of the longest running in all of drag racing.

1953 chevrolet business coupe: Chevrolet, the Coming of Age Ray Miller, 1977

1953 chevrolet business coupe: Competiteve Problems of Independant Flat-glass
Dealers, Hearings Before a Subcommittee of ... , 85-2 on Dual Distribution Methods ...,
July 30 and 31, October 9 and 10, 1958 United States. Congress. Senate. Select Committee on
Small Business, 1959
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