
1955 ford business coupe

1955 ford business coupe represents a significant model in the history of American automotive design

and engineering. Known for its distinctive style, robust performance, and practical features, the 1955

Ford Business Coupe captured the essence of mid-20th century motoring. This vehicle was particularly

popular among business professionals and enthusiasts who valued both functionality and flair.

Throughout this article, an in-depth exploration of the 1955 Ford Business Coupe will be provided,

covering its design, engine specifications, performance, interior features, and its place in automotive

history. Additionally, insights into restoration, collector value, and modern-day appreciation of this

classic car will be discussed. The comprehensive overview aims to highlight why the 1955 Ford

Business Coupe remains an iconic and sought-after vehicle among classic car aficionados.

Design and Styling

Engine and Performance

Interior Features and Comfort

Historical Significance

Restoration and Collectibility

Design and Styling

The 1955 Ford Business Coupe featured a bold and attractive design that reflected the automotive

trends of the mid-1950s. With its clean lines, distinctive two-door body style, and practical layout, the

Business Coupe was designed to be both functional and visually appealing. It blended elements of



classic style with modern touches, making it a favorite among small business owners who required a

reliable yet stylish vehicle for daily use.

Exterior Characteristics

The exterior of the 1955 Ford Business Coupe was marked by a sleek silhouette and a compact two-

door frame. Key design elements included a prominent chrome grille, rounded fenders, and a smooth

roofline that emphasized aerodynamics and aesthetics. The coupe's paint options ranged from classic

solid colors to two-tone finishes, appealing to a variety of tastes. The absence of rear side windows

distinguished the business coupe from other Ford models, enhancing its identity as a practical

commercial vehicle.

Body and Dimensions

The coupe's body was constructed using sturdy steel, contributing to its durability and longevity. Its

dimensions were well-suited for urban environments, providing maneuverability without compromising

interior space. The 1955 Ford Business Coupe measured approximately 184 inches in length and

featured a wheelbase of 114 inches, offering a balanced combination of size and road presence.

Engine and Performance

The 1955 Ford Business Coupe was equipped with a range of engine options that delivered reliable

performance suitable for both city driving and highway cruising. Its mechanical setup emphasized

durability and efficiency, making it a practical choice for business use and daily commuting.

Engine Options

During the 1955 model year, Ford offered multiple engines for the Business Coupe, including:



223 cubic inch inline-six engine producing approximately 120 horsepower

272 cubic inch V8 engine delivering up to 162 horsepower

The inline-six was known for its smooth operation and fuel efficiency, while the V8 provided more

power and acceleration for drivers seeking enhanced performance.

Transmission and Drivetrain

The 1955 Ford Business Coupe came standard with a three-speed manual transmission, with an

optional Ford-O-Matic automatic transmission available. The rear-wheel-drive layout ensured balanced

handling and responsive driving dynamics. The suspension system was designed to provide a

comfortable ride while maintaining stability, making it suitable for a variety of road conditions.

Interior Features and Comfort

Although the 1955 Ford Business Coupe was primarily marketed as a practical vehicle, its interior

offered a blend of comfort and utility. The cabin was designed to accommodate the driver and a

passenger comfortably, with materials and features that reflected mid-century automotive standards.

Seating and Upholstery

The coupe's interior featured bench seating upholstered in durable cloth or vinyl materials, depending

on the trim level. The seats provided adequate support for daily driving and business errands. The

absence of rear seats in the Business Coupe model maximized cargo space behind the front seats,

catering to commercial users who needed to transport goods or equipment.



Dashboard and Instrumentation

The dashboard was straightforward and functional, equipped with essential gauges such as a

speedometer, fuel gauge, and temperature indicator. Controls were ergonomically placed to enhance

driver convenience. Optional features included a radio and heater, which added to the vehicle's

comfort and usability in various weather conditions.

Historical Significance

The 1955 Ford Business Coupe holds a notable place in automotive history as part of Ford's post-war

resurgence and innovation. It was introduced during a time when the company was transitioning to

more modern designs and improved engineering. The Business Coupe was particularly important for

small business owners and professionals who required a vehicle that combined practicality with style.

Market Position and Popularity

As a segment of Ford's lineup, the Business Coupe was positioned as an affordable and dependable

vehicle. It catered to customers who needed a sturdy car for work-related transportation without

sacrificing the appeal of a stylish coupe. The model's success contributed to Ford's competitive stance

in the 1950s automotive market.

Influence on Future Models

The design and engineering principles established by the 1955 Ford Business Coupe influenced later

Ford models and other manufacturers. Its balance of utility and aesthetics set a precedent for compact

business vehicles and coupes in subsequent decades.



Restoration and Collectibility

Today, the 1955 Ford Business Coupe is a prized classic car among collectors and restoration

enthusiasts. Its combination of historical importance, distinctive design, and mechanical robustness

makes it a sought-after vehicle in the classic car market.

Restoration Considerations

Restoring a 1955 Ford Business Coupe requires attention to authenticity and mechanical integrity. Key

restoration aspects include bodywork, engine refurbishment, and interior refurbishment. Availability of

original parts and documentation enhances the restoration process, helping maintain the vehicle's

original character.

Collector Value and Market Demand

The collectible value of the 1955 Ford Business Coupe has appreciated over time, especially for well-

preserved or expertly restored examples. Factors influencing value include:

Condition of the vehicle

Originality of parts and features

Historical documentation and provenance

Market trends in classic car collecting

Enthusiasts prize this model for its classic styling, historical context, and driving experience, making it

a valuable addition to any vintage car collection.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1955 Ford Business Coupe?

The 1955 Ford Business Coupe features a sleek two-door design, a 223 cubic inch inline-6 engine as

standard, optional V8 engines, a spacious interior without a rear seat to maximize cargo space, and

classic 1950s styling with chrome accents.

How does the 1955 Ford Business Coupe differ from the standard

Ford coupe of the same year?

The 1955 Ford Business Coupe is designed primarily for business use, featuring no rear seat to

provide extra cargo space, unlike the standard coupe which includes rear seating. This makes the

Business Coupe ideal for deliveries and commercial purposes.

What engines were available in the 1955 Ford Business Coupe?

The 1955 Ford Business Coupe came with a standard 223 cubic inch inline-6 engine producing around

120 horsepower, with optional V8 engines including a 272 cubic inch V8 producing up to 162

horsepower for better performance.

Is the 1955 Ford Business Coupe considered a collectible car today?

Yes, the 1955 Ford Business Coupe is considered a collectible classic car due to its vintage design,

historical significance, and limited production. Restored models are sought after by collectors and

vintage car enthusiasts.

What are common restoration challenges for the 1955 Ford Business

Coupe?

Common restoration challenges include finding original or compatible parts due to the car's age,

addressing rust and body corrosion, restoring or upgrading the engine and transmission, and



maintaining the authenticity of interior components while ensuring drivability.

Additional Resources

1. The 1955 Ford Business Coupe: A Classic American Icon

This book delves into the history and design of the 1955 Ford Business Coupe, highlighting its impact

on the automotive industry. It explores the car's engineering innovations and aesthetic appeal that

made it a favorite among enthusiasts. Rich with photographs and technical details, this book is perfect

for collectors and historians alike.

2. Restoring the 1955 Ford Business Coupe

A comprehensive guide for classic car restorers, this book covers step-by-step processes for bringing

a 1955 Ford Business Coupe back to its original glory. It includes tips on sourcing authentic parts,

bodywork techniques, and engine rebuilding. Detailed illustrations and expert advice make it an

essential resource for restoration projects.

3. The Cultural Significance of the 1955 Ford Business Coupe

This book examines how the 1955 Ford Business Coupe influenced American culture in the mid-20th

century. It discusses its role in post-war prosperity, car culture, and its appearances in movies and

advertisements. The narrative connects the vehicle’s design with broader societal trends of the 1950s.

4. 1955 Ford Business Coupe: Performance and Engineering

Focusing on the mechanical aspects, this book breaks down the engineering marvels of the 1955 Ford

Business Coupe. It details the engine specifications, suspension, and innovations that set it apart from

competitors. Readers gain insight into Ford’s design philosophy and performance benchmarks of the

era.

5. Collecting Classic Cars: The 1955 Ford Business Coupe Edition

Aimed at car collectors, this book provides valuable information on acquiring, valuing, and maintaining

a 1955 Ford Business Coupe. It offers market trends, rarity factors, and tips for ensuring authenticity.

The book also includes stories from collectors and showcases exceptional examples.



6. Design Evolution: The 1955 Ford Business Coupe in Context

This book places the 1955 Ford Business Coupe within the broader evolution of Ford’s vehicle

designs. It compares the coupe to earlier and later models, highlighting design shifts and technological

advancements. The book is richly illustrated with blueprints and period advertisements.

7. Driving the 1955 Ford Business Coupe: A Vintage Experience

Capturing the joy of driving this classic vehicle, this book offers firsthand accounts from owners and

enthusiasts. It describes the driving dynamics, handling characteristics, and the nostalgic feel of the

coupe on the road. The book also provides maintenance tips to keep the car roadworthy.

8. Ford’s 1955 Business Coupe: Marketing and Sales Strategies

This book explores how Ford marketed the 1955 Business Coupe and positioned it within the

competitive automotive market. It analyzes advertising campaigns, sales figures, and consumer

demographics. Readers gain an understanding of mid-century marketing approaches and their

effectiveness.

9. The Legacy of the 1955 Ford Business Coupe in Automotive History

A historical overview, this book traces the legacy and lasting influence of the 1955 Ford Business

Coupe. It covers its role in shaping future car designs and its place in automotive museums and

collections worldwide. The narrative celebrates the coupe as a symbol of innovation and style in the

1950s.
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This fact-filled book provides collector-market values for Fords made during 1903-2002. It also gives
Ford collectors the data they need to identify, buy, restore, and invest in collectable Fords,
including: • a current market price guide showing values in Old Cars Report Price Guide's
comprehensive 1 to 6 grading scale; • complete year-by-year model listings with history and
technical details; • thousands of photos for easy model identification; • and option lists, engine
information, original pricing, and production information.
  1955 ford business coupe: Barn Find Road Trip Tom Cotter, 2015-09-28 Follow 3 guys as
they embark on a real-world collector car hunting road trip. You'll love the stories of their adventure
& the gorgeous photos of their finds.
  1955 ford business coupe: Full-size Fords David W. Temple, 2010 Full Size Fords: 1955-1970
is a fascinating retrospective of the cars - the design process, manufacturing, equipment packages,
and a thorough listing of options, interior patterns, and paint codes. All models from 1955 to 1970
that brought Ford to dominance in the full-size category are revealed in compelling detail. The
introduction of the Galaxie, the development of the Skyliner retractable roof car, the radical
redesign of the 1960 models to counter Chevy's new sedan, and much more is covered. Period
magazine reviews provide insight and perspective of the driving experience and performance of
various full-size models. A fascinating retrospective on Ford Y-Block engines as well as Ford FE
engine family and the new for 1970 Lima series engine is also provided. In addition, author David
Temple examines Ford's racing exploits, featuring the dual-quad 427 Cammer engine, the Galaxie
Grand National race car, and factory and lightweight drag cars.
  1955 ford business coupe: Route 66 Barn Find Road Trip Tom Cotter, 2016-10-15 Tom Cotter
is barn picking along Route 66! Motorbooks' newest collector car title records his journey and
incredible automotive finds.
  1955 ford business coupe: The Hemi in the Barn Tom Cotter, 2012-04-24 Cotter's wildly
popular adventures in automotive archaeology continue, with forty new stories of amazing finds and
resurrections of classic cars.
  1955 ford business coupe: Kustom Kemps of America Randy W. Baumgardner, 2003
  1955 ford business coupe: Chevy Drag Racing 1955-1980: A Celebration of Bowtie's Success
at the Drag Strip Doug Boyce, 2020-03-15 Relive the glorious first 25 years of Chevy drag racing in
this comprehensive and nostalgic history. With the introduction of Chevy’s OHV V-8 in 1955, the
brand’s domination on the drag strip immediately snowballed. Drag racers loved the compact V-8. It
was lightweight, revved high, and responded like no other engine previously produced to
modification. Chevy saw a record year in sales in 1955, thanks to a combination of a restyled body
and the new mill. It was the age of ingenuity, and those who could get their hands on the new engine
were swapping it into engine bays that once housed other weaker mills. Ford’s flathead, one that
had dominated for so long, was rendered obsolete almost overnight. Chevy had a winner and
dominated the sales charts for years to come. Aftermarket manufacturers got on board and offered
up all the go-fast goodies needed to make Chevy a winner, no matter what category they ran. From
Dragsters to Stock, Chevy’s success was immediate. And it was a long-term success, thanks to a
combination of years of great styling and a vast array of driveline combinations. Accomplished
racing author Dour Boyce takes a celebratory look at those years of success, with a focus on the first
25 years (1955 through 1980). Chevrolets gave rise to such stars as Bill “Grumpy” Jenkins, “Jungle
Jim” Liberman, “Sneaky Pete” Robinson, “Dyno” Don Nicholson, Sox & Martin, Dick Harrell, Dave
Strickler, and many more. World champs and fan favorites all drove Chevys. The success showed in
the record books. No brand has won more races and events or has set more national records than
Chevrolet. And unlike the other manufacturers, Ford and Chrysler, it was done with little to no
factory support. Whether you are a hardcore Chevy fan or just love catching up on the history of
drag racing during the golden age, this nostalgic look at Chevy racing history is sure to entertain for
hours on end.
  1955 ford business coupe: 1950s American Style: A Reference Guide (hard cover) Daniel
Niemeyer, 2012-12 Facets of the Fifties. A reference guide to an iconic Decade of Movie Palaces,



Television, Classic Cars, Sports, Department Stores, Trains, Music, Food, Fashion and more
  1955 ford business coupe: Walking with My Sunshine Rufus Franklin Stephenson,
2012-12-13 In the sequel to From Dixieland to Frisco Bay, Rufus Franklin Stephenson tells us the
story of a romance which has lasted for more than half a century. Walking with My Sunshine
chronicles his marriage to Joyce, the love of his life. When Rufus and Joyce decided to marry at a
very young age, few supported them. Yet despite everything, they proved that true love can
overcome any form of adversity, and can last a lifetime. Nourished by faith in God, the blessing of
children, and unwavering loyalty to each other, their marriage has been the foundation for a family,
now four generations strong, who know that the best moments in life are those that are shared with
those we love. This is a story of family, of forgiveness, of building a life with faith. It is one that will
lift your heart.
  1955 ford business coupe: Cars & Parts , 2002
  1955 ford business coupe: Street Rodding Tips and TechniquesHP1515 Frank Oddo,
2007-05-01 How to build and maintain a show-winning street rod. A collection of brief, informative
technical tips that cover the entire range of building and maintaining street rods. Includes tips on
every aspect of the mechanicals, exterior, and interior.
  1955 ford business coupe: Just Fords Brian Earnest, 2010-06-10 FABULOUS FORDS From
Model T's to T-Birds, from woodie wagons to Mustangs, Ford Motor Company has built them all. And
in the process, it has amassed a huge fan base of car buffs who grew up on Ford and continue to
admire and collect FoMoCo cars today. Everybody, it seems, has a story to tell about their favorite
Ford. In Just Fords, you'll find a collection of profiles, feature stories, and memories of some truly
great Fords that are still around today. More than 30 chapters highlight some of the best machines
Ford ever built, and remind us how Ford has blazed its own trail for more than 100 years.
  1955 ford business coupe: Mustang Randy Leffingwell, 2006
  1955 ford business coupe: The All-American Hot Rod Michael Dregni,
  1955 ford business coupe: The Prairie Farmer , 1955
  1955 ford business coupe: Automotive Prosthetic Charissa N. Terranova, 2014-01-15 In the
twenty-first century, we are continually confronted with the existential side of technology—the
relationships between identity and the mechanizations that have become extensions of the self.
Focusing on one of humanity’s most ubiquitous machines, Automotive Prosthetic: Technological
Mediation and the Car in Conceptual Art combines critical theory and new media theory to form the
first philosophical analysis of the car within works of conceptual art. These works are broadly
defined to encompass a wide range of creative expressions, particularly in car-based conceptual art
by both older, established artists and younger, emerging artists, including Ed Ruscha, Martha
Rosler, Richard Prince, Sylvie Fleury, Yael Bartana, Jeremy Deller, and Jonathan Schipper. At its
core, the book offers an alternative formation of conceptual art understood according to technology,
the body moving through space, and what art historian, curator, and artist Jack Burnham calls
“relations.” This thought-provoking study illuminates the ways in which the automobile becomes a
naturalized extension of the human body, incarnating new forms of “car art” and spurring a
technological reframing of conceptual art. Steeped in a sophisticated take on the image and
semiotics of the car, the chapters probe the politics of materialism as well as high/low debates about
taste, culture, and art. The result is a highly innovative approach to contemporary intersections of
art and technology.
  1955 ford business coupe: The Official Price Guide to Antiques and Other Collectibles , 1983
  1955 ford business coupe: Motor City Barn Finds Tom Cotter, 2017-06-01 Tom Cotter returns
to troll through Detroit and discover long forgotten classics in Motor City Barn Finds. You won't
believe some of the rides he finds. Detroit has been America's Motor City for decades. It's home to
Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler, as well as numerous auto industry companies and specialty and
speed shops. At the same time, it's the poster child for urban blight and dysfunction. It's truly a city
of contrasts, which presented challenges and opportunities in equal measure to barn finder Tom
Cotter. In Motor City Barn Finds, Cotter plies his trade in a locale rich with automotive history.



Detroit's lost cars are abandoned in empty lots, resident in decrepit buildings, squirreled away in
garages, and stashed in historic wrecking yards. Behind the wheel of his classic 1939 Ford Woodie,
Cotter trolls the back streets and neighborhoods of this historic city looking for lost automotive gems
accompanied by photographer Michael Alan Ross. As America's Motor City, Detroit is an emotional
and historical mecca for car enthusiasts, capable of drawing hundreds of thousands of car people for
events like Woodward Dream Cruise and attracting design-forward companies like Shinola. At the
same time, it's intimidating to navigate, with numerous dodgy neighborhoods and risky abandoned
factory sites. Add it all together and you have fascinating and intriguing opportunities to dig for
barn-find gold.
  1955 ford business coupe: The Autocar , 1922
  1955 ford business coupe: Competitive Problems of Independent Flat-glass Dealers
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Small Business, United States. Congress. Senate.
Select Committee on Small Business, 1959
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