
1917 movie questions answer key
1917 movie questions answer key offers an in-depth exploration and detailed responses to
common inquiries surrounding the critically acclaimed film "1917." This article aims to provide
readers with a comprehensive understanding of the movie’s plot, characters, production techniques,
and historical context. By addressing frequently asked questions, it helps clarify complex elements
and enriches the viewing experience for audiences interested in World War I narratives and cinematic
craftsmanship. Whether you are a student, film enthusiast, or history buff, this answer key serves as a
valuable resource for interpreting the film’s nuances. The discussion also includes insights into the
director’s vision, cinematography style, and the film’s reception. Below is a structured overview of the
key topics covered in this article.

Plot and Storyline Clarifications

Character Analysis and Motivations

Historical Accuracy and Context

Filmmaking Techniques and Cinematography

Thematic Elements and Symbolism

Critical Reception and Awards

Plot and Storyline Clarifications

The plot of "1917" follows two British soldiers, Schofield and Blake, during World War I as they embark
on a dangerous mission to deliver a message that could save 1,600 men from walking into a deadly
trap. The storyline is presented in a continuous-shot style, creating an immersive and intense
experience. Many questions arise regarding the sequence of events, the mission’s urgency, and the
resolution of the film’s climax.

What is the main objective of the two soldiers?

The primary goal of Schofield and Blake is to deliver a crucial message to Colonel Mackenzie to call off
an imminent attack planned for the next day. The attack would otherwise result in the deaths of
approximately 1,600 soldiers, including Blake’s brother. This mission drives the entire narrative and
underlines the film’s tension and urgency.



How is the timeline represented in the movie?

The film is crafted to appear as one continuous shot, giving the impression that the events unfold in
real-time. This technique supports the film’s suspense and immerses viewers in the journey. Though
the actual filming involved multiple takes and clever editing, the timeline within the story spans
roughly a single day during the war.

Are there any plot twists or surprises?

While the story is straightforward, certain moments provide emotional and narrative surprises, such
as Blake’s fate early in the film and the obstacles Schofield faces alone. These elements enhance the
dramatic impact and emphasize the high stakes involved in the mission.

Character Analysis and Motivations

Understanding the characters of "1917" is essential to grasping the film’s emotional depth and
thematic resonance. The two protagonists are portrayed as courageous yet vulnerable, reflecting the
human dimension of war beyond mere heroism.

Who are the main characters and what drives them?

The central characters are Lance Corporal Blake and Lance Corporal Schofield. Blake is motivated by
familial loyalty, determined to save his brother who is among the soldiers at risk. Schofield, initially
reluctant, rises to the challenge with a growing sense of duty and resilience. Secondary characters,
such as Colonel Mackenzie and Lieutenant Leslie, serve to highlight the chain of command and the
broader war effort.

How do the characters develop throughout the film?

Blake’s character arc is brief but impactful, ending tragically early in the mission, which shifts the full
responsibility to Schofield. Schofield’s journey reflects endurance and courage, evolving from
uncertainty to heroic determination. His interactions with other soldiers and civilians along the way
deepen his character portrayal.

What role do supporting characters play?

Supporting characters provide context, obstacles, and emotional resonance. For example, the German
soldier encounter humanizes the enemy, while the mute soldier Schofield meets adds a layer of



empathy and camaraderie among soldiers. These interactions enrich the narrative and underscore the
complexities of war.

Historical Accuracy and Context

"1917" is praised for its realistic depiction of World War I trench warfare and the environment of the
Western Front. However, questions regarding historical fidelity and artistic license are common
among viewers seeking to differentiate fact from fiction.

How accurate is the portrayal of World War I?

The film accurately depicts trench warfare, no-man’s-land, and the general conditions soldiers faced
during the Great War. The settings, uniforms, and military protocols are meticulously researched.
Nevertheless, the specific mission and characters are fictional, created to dramatize the war’s human
experience.

What real events inspired the story?

The story was inspired by director Sam Mendes’ grandfather’s experiences in World War I, particularly
a mission involving the delivery of a message to prevent an ambush. While the film’s narrative is
fictional, it pays homage to the countless real-life acts of bravery during the war.

Are the weapons and equipment historically accurate?

The filmmakers used authentic World War I-era weapons, vehicles, and gear to maintain historical
credibility. This attention to detail extends to the depiction of battlefield injuries and the aftermath of
combat, enhancing the film’s immersive quality.

Filmmaking Techniques and Cinematography

The most distinctive aspect of "1917" is its cinematography, designed to simulate a continuous,
unbroken shot. This section explores the technical artistry behind the film and answers questions
related to its production methods.

How was the “one-shot” effect achieved?

The film was shot with a combination of long takes, hidden cuts, and digital stitching to create the



illusion of a single continuous shot. Director Sam Mendes and cinematographer Roger Deakins
collaborated closely to choreograph complex camera movements and actor positioning to maintain
this seamless flow.

What challenges did the production face?

Filming in real outdoor locations with natural lighting posed logistical challenges. The crew had to
coordinate precise timing for weather conditions, lighting, and actor movements. Additionally, the
physical demands on actors performing long takes were considerable, requiring intense preparation
and stamina.

What is the significance of the cinematography style?

The continuous-shot technique enhances the immediacy and immersion of the narrative, placing
viewers alongside the protagonists in real-time. This stylistic choice heightens tension and emotional
engagement, distinguishing "1917" from conventional war films.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism

"1917" employs various themes and symbols to deepen the narrative impact beyond the surface-level
war story. Understanding these elements enriches interpretation and appreciation of the film’s artistic
dimension.

What are the central themes of the film?

The film explores themes of duty, sacrifice, and the futility of war. It emphasizes human courage and
perseverance in the face of overwhelming odds. The motif of hope amidst despair recurs throughout
the narrative, reflecting the soldiers’ resilience.

Are there symbolic elements in the movie?

Several symbolic details appear, such as the recurring imagery of light and darkness representing life
and death, as well as the journey motif symbolizing the passage from innocence to experience. The
desolate landscapes echo the devastation of war and the psychological toll on those involved.

How does the film address the concept of heroism?



"1917" portrays heroism as quiet and unglamorous, focusing on ordinary individuals performing
extraordinary acts. The film challenges traditional heroic tropes by emphasizing vulnerability, fear,
and determination rather than glorified combat.

Critical Reception and Awards

The film received widespread acclaim for its technical innovation, storytelling, and emotional depth.
This section covers common inquiries about the movie’s critical response and its recognition within
the film industry.

How was "1917" received by critics?

Critics praised the film for its groundbreaking cinematography, compelling narrative, and authentic
portrayal of World War I. The immersive experience and emotional storytelling were highlighted as
major strengths contributing to its success.

What major awards did the film win?

"1917" won several prestigious awards, including Academy Awards for Best Cinematography, Best
Visual Effects, and Best Sound Mixing. It also received Golden Globe Awards and BAFTA honors,
recognizing its excellence in technical and artistic achievements.

Did the film face any criticism?

Some critiques focused on the film’s fictionalized plot and the potential oversimplification of complex
historical events. Others debated the effectiveness of the continuous-shot technique, with a few
viewers finding it distracting. However, these criticisms were generally outweighed by positive
reception.

Summary of Key Questions and Answers

What is the mission in "1917"? To deliver a message preventing a deadly attack.

Are the characters real? They are fictional but inspired by real events.

How was the movie filmed? Using techniques to simulate a continuous shot.

Is the movie historically accurate? Yes, in setting and atmosphere, though the story is



fictional.

What themes does the film explore? Duty, sacrifice, and the human cost of war.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of the movie 1917?
The movie 1917 follows two British soldiers, Schofield and Blake, who are given a mission to deliver a
message across enemy lines to prevent a doomed attack during World War I.

Who directed the movie 1917?
The movie 1917 was directed by Sam Mendes.

What is unique about the filming style of 1917?
1917 is known for its continuous-shot style, designed to appear as one long take, immersing viewers
in the real-time experience of the soldiers' mission.

What is the significance of the character Blake in 1917?
Blake is a young soldier who volunteers for the mission because his brother is in the unit scheduled
for the attack, adding emotional stakes to the mission.

How does the movie 1917 depict the realities of World War I?
The movie depicts the harsh conditions, dangers, and emotional toll of trench warfare, emphasizing
the urgency and peril of the soldiers' mission.

What message does 1917 convey about heroism and sacrifice?
1917 highlights the courage, selflessness, and determination of ordinary soldiers who risk everything
to save lives, portraying heroism in the face of overwhelming odds.

How historically accurate is the movie 1917?
While the story is fictional, 1917 incorporates realistic details and was inspired by stories from the
director’s grandfather’s experiences in World War I.

What role does the environment play in the movie 1917?
The environment, including trenches, battlefields, and no-man’s-land, acts as both a physical and
psychological obstacle, enhancing the tension and realism of the soldiers' journey.



Additional Resources
1. Understanding 1917: A Comprehensive Guide to the Movie
This book provides an in-depth analysis of the 1917 movie, exploring its storyline, characters, and
historical context. It includes discussion questions and answers to help readers engage critically with
the film. Ideal for students and film enthusiasts, it offers insights into the making and significance of
this World War I epic.

2. 1917 Movie Study Guide and Answer Key
Designed as a companion for educators and students, this guide breaks down the movie scene-by-
scene with questions and answers. It helps readers understand the plot, themes, and cinematic
techniques used in 1917. The book also includes vocabulary lists and essay prompts for classroom
use.

3. Behind the Scenes of 1917: Film Analysis and Q&A
This book delves into the production aspects of 1917, offering a behind-the-scenes look at filming
techniques, direction, and storytelling. It features a question and answer section aimed at clarifying
complex parts of the movie. Readers gain a greater appreciation for the craftsmanship involved in
creating this continuous-shot film.

4. Exploring World War I Through 1917: Questions and Answers
Focusing on the historical accuracy and representation in 1917, this book links the movie’s events to
real World War I occurrences. It provides a question and answer format to encourage critical thinking
about history and film interpretation. Readers learn how cinema can influence our understanding of
past events.

5. 1917 Movie Discussion Guide: Questions, Answers, and Themes
This guide explores the major themes of 1917 such as heroism, sacrifice, and the horrors of war. It
includes a variety of questions with detailed answers to facilitate group discussions or individual
study. The book helps readers analyze the emotional and moral complexities portrayed in the film.

6. Film Study Workbook: 1917 Movie Questions and Answer Key
A workbook format that provides exercises, quizzes, and detailed answer keys based on the 1917
movie. It supports learning by reinforcing comprehension and critical analysis skills. Suitable for high
school and college students, it encourages active engagement with the film’s narrative and technical
elements.

7. 1917: Cinematic Techniques and Question Answer Guide
This book focuses on the unique cinematic techniques used in 1917, such as the continuous shot
illusion and sound design. It offers questions and answers that explain how these techniques
contribute to storytelling. Readers gain insight into the technical mastery behind the movie’s
immersive experience.

8. Character Study and Q&A for 1917 Movie
Concentrating on the development and motivations of the film’s main characters, this book provides
detailed questions and answers about their roles and arcs. It helps readers understand character
dynamics and the emotional impact of their journeys. Perfect for those interested in character-driven
storytelling.

9. The Historical Context of 1917: Questions and Answers for Students
This book provides a thorough background on the historical events surrounding the movie 1917,



featuring question and answer sections to test comprehension. It connects the film’s fictional
narrative to real historical facts, enhancing viewers’ educational experience. A valuable resource for
history teachers and students alike.
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