
18 hour dcjs approved training course
18 hour dcjs approved training course programs are essential for individuals seeking
to meet the New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) requirements for
security guard registration and certification. These courses provide comprehensive
instruction designed to equip trainees with the knowledge and skills necessary to perform
their duties responsibly and legally. The 18 hour DCJS approved training course covers
essential topics such as legal powers and limitations, emergency response, communication
techniques, and ethical considerations. This article will explore the structure, content,
benefits, and enrollment process of the 18 hour DCJS approved training course, ensuring
prospective participants understand its significance and how it prepares them for their
roles in security. Additionally, insights into continuing education and compliance
requirements will be discussed to provide a holistic view of the training landscape.
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Overview of the 18 Hour DCJS Approved Training
Course
The 18 hour DCJS approved training course is a mandatory program for security personnel
seeking official registration in New York State. Administered under the guidelines set
forth by the Division of Criminal Justice Services, this course ensures that security guards
possess a foundational understanding of their responsibilities and legal boundaries. The
training is designed to be comprehensive yet concise, providing 18 hours of focused
instruction that covers both theoretical knowledge and practical skills.

These courses are offered through various accredited training providers statewide and are
tailored to meet the specific requirements mandated by DCJS. Completion of this course is
a prerequisite for obtaining a security guard license and is often the first step toward a
career in private security or related fields.

Purpose and Regulatory Compliance
The primary purpose of the 18 hour DCJS approved training course is to comply with New
York State regulations that govern private security personnel. This training ensures that
guards understand their legal authority, limitations, and the ethical standards expected of



them. Adherence to these regulations helps maintain public safety while protecting the
rights of individuals.

Course Delivery Formats
Training providers offer the 18 hour DCJS approved course in various formats to
accommodate different learning preferences and schedules. These include in-person
classroom sessions, live virtual classes, and hybrid models combining both. Each format is
structured to deliver the required content effectively while allowing for interaction and
assessment.

Key Components of the Training Curriculum
The curriculum of the 18 hour DCJS approved training course is carefully structured to
cover critical areas of knowledge and skill development necessary for security
professionals. The training balances theoretical instruction with practical application,
ensuring that participants are well-prepared for real-world scenarios.

Legal Powers and Limitations
One of the core components of the training focuses on legal powers granted to security
guards, including the extent of their authority and the limitations imposed by law. This
section covers topics such as the use of force, arrest procedures, trespassing laws, and
reporting requirements. Understanding these legal parameters is vital for compliance and
effective job performance.

Emergency Response and Safety Procedures
The course includes detailed instruction on emergency response protocols, including fire
safety, medical emergencies, evacuation procedures, and crime scene preservation.
Security guards learn how to act swiftly and appropriately in various emergency
situations, prioritizing the safety of themselves and the public.

Communication and Observation Skills
Effective communication techniques are emphasized throughout the training. Guards are
taught how to interact professionally with the public, law enforcement, and employers.
Observation skills training enhances their ability to detect suspicious behavior, identify
potential threats, and report incidents accurately.

Ethical Conduct and Professionalism
Ethics and professionalism form a significant part of the curriculum, underscoring the



importance of integrity, confidentiality, and accountability in the security field. Trainees
explore scenarios that highlight ethical dilemmas and learn strategies to maintain high
standards of conduct.

Physical Fitness and Defensive Tactics
While the 18 hour course primarily focuses on knowledge-based instruction, some
programs may include basic physical fitness guidelines and defensive tactics to prepare
guards for physical confrontations, emphasizing safety and restraint.

Enrollment and Eligibility Requirements
Enrolling in an 18 hour DCJS approved training course requires meeting specific eligibility
criteria established by the New York State DCJS. These requirements ensure that
candidates are suitable for the responsibilities associated with security positions.

Basic Eligibility Criteria
Applicants must be at least 18 years old and possess legal authorization to work in the
United States. Additionally, candidates should have a clean criminal record, as
background checks are typically conducted before enrollment. Some providers may
require proof of residency or identity documents.

Application Process
Prospective students can apply directly through approved training facilities. The process
generally involves completing an application form, submitting necessary documentation,
and paying course fees. It is advisable to verify that the training provider holds current
DCJS certification to ensure course validity.

Course Scheduling and Attendance
Training sessions are scheduled to accommodate various availability needs, including
weekday, weekend, and evening classes. Attendance policies require participants to
complete all 18 hours of instruction to receive certification. Some programs may offer
make-up sessions for missed classes within a specified timeframe.

Benefits of Completing the 18 Hour DCJS
Training
Completing the 18 hour DCJS approved training course provides significant advantages
for individuals pursuing careers in the security industry. The certification not only fulfills



legal requirements but also enhances employability and professional competence.

Legal Authorization to Work as a Security Guard
Successful completion of the training is a mandatory step in obtaining a security guard
license in New York State. This legal authorization enables individuals to work in various
settings, including retail, corporate, event security, and more.

Improved Job Performance and Confidence
The comprehensive knowledge and skills gained through the course empower security
personnel to perform their duties effectively. Understanding legal boundaries and
emergency procedures increases confidence and reduces liability risks.

Career Advancement Opportunities
Certification through the DCJS training can open doors to advanced roles within the
security sector, such as supervisory positions or specialized security functions. Employers
often prefer or require candidates who have completed this approved training.

Enhanced Public Safety and Professional Standards
By adhering to the standards set in the 18 hour course, security guards contribute to a
safer environment for the public and uphold the integrity of the security profession. This
fosters trust and collaboration between security personnel and the communities they
serve.

Continuing Education and Certification Renewal
Maintaining current certification through ongoing education is an important aspect of a
security guard’s professional responsibilities. The DCJS mandates periodic renewal and
refresher training to ensure guards remain knowledgeable about changes in laws and best
practices.

Renewal Requirements
Security guard registration typically requires renewal every two years. To comply, guards
must complete additional training hours as specified by DCJS and submit renewal
applications with updated background checks if necessary.



Refresher Courses and Advanced Training
Refresher courses help reinforce critical concepts and introduce updates to regulations or
procedures. Additionally, guards may pursue advanced training in areas such as armed
security, investigative techniques, or supervisory skills to broaden their expertise.

Benefits of Continuing Education
Ongoing education ensures that security professionals remain competent and adaptable to
evolving security challenges. It also supports career growth and helps maintain high
standards within the industry.

Finding Approved Continuing Education Providers
DCJS maintains a list of approved training providers authorized to offer continuing
education courses. Choosing an approved provider guarantees that the training credits
will be recognized for renewal purposes.

Comprehensive understanding of legal responsibilities

Preparedness for emergency situations

Professional communication and observation skills

Compliance with state regulations and ethical standards

Access to career advancement and job opportunities

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 18 hour DCJS approved training course?
The 18 hour DCJS approved training course is a mandatory training program approved by
the New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) for security guard
registration. It provides essential knowledge and skills required for individuals seeking to
work as security guards in New York.

Who needs to complete the 18 hour DCJS approved
training course?
Anyone who wants to become a licensed security guard in New York State must complete
the 18 hour DCJS approved training course before applying for their security guard
registration.



What topics are covered in the 18 hour DCJS approved
training course?
The course typically covers topics such as legal powers and limitations, emergency
procedures, use of force, communication skills, ethics, report writing, and recognizing
suspicious behavior.

Can the 18 hour DCJS approved training course be
completed online?
Yes, many DCJS approved training providers offer the 18 hour security guard training
course online to accommodate flexible learning schedules, but it must be completed
through an approved program to be valid.

How do I find a DCJS approved provider for the 18 hour
training course?
You can find DCJS approved training providers on the official New York State Division of
Criminal Justice Services website or by searching for authorized security guard training
schools that offer the 18 hour course.

Additional Resources
1. Comprehensive Guide to the 18-Hour DCJS Approved Training Course
This book offers an in-depth overview of the 18-hour DCJS training curriculum, focusing
on essential topics such as legal updates, use of force, and emergency procedures. It is
designed to help trainees grasp key concepts efficiently and prepare for certification. With
clear explanations and practical scenarios, it serves as a valuable resource for both new
and experienced security professionals.

2. DCJS 18-Hour Training Manual: Policies and Procedures
A detailed manual that outlines the policies and procedures required by the DCJS 18-hour
training program. It covers topics like communication skills, conflict resolution, and
ethical conduct. This book is ideal for those seeking to understand the regulatory
framework and practical applications within the security industry.

3. Essential Skills for DCJS 18-Hour Certification
Focusing on the core competencies needed to pass the DCJS 18-hour course, this book
emphasizes situational awareness, customer service, and emergency response techniques.
It includes quizzes and case studies to reinforce learning. Readers will find it useful for
both study and real-world application.

4. Legal Aspects of the 18-Hour DCJS Training Course
This book explores the legal foundations underpinning the DCJS 18-hour training,
including laws related to detainment, arrest, and use of force. It breaks down complex
legal language into understandable terms for security officers. The text is supplemented
with recent case law and practical advice for compliance.



5. Health and Safety in the 18-Hour DCJS Training Program
Emphasizing the importance of health and safety, this book addresses topics such as first
aid, hazard recognition, and personal protective equipment. It aligns with DCJS
requirements and provides practical tips to maintain a safe working environment. Ideal for
trainees aiming to meet health standards in security roles.

6. Effective Communication Strategies for DCJS Security Training
This title focuses on developing communication skills essential for security officers
undergoing the 18-hour DCJS training. It covers verbal and non-verbal communication,
report writing, and de-escalation techniques. The book aims to enhance interpersonal
skills critical for managing challenging situations.

7. Emergency Response and Crisis Management in DCJS Training
Covering emergency preparedness, this book guides readers through protocols for fire
safety, medical emergencies, and evacuation procedures as outlined in the DCJS 18-hour
course. It includes step-by-step instructions and scenario-based exercises to build
confidence in crisis situations.

8. Use of Force: Understanding DCJS Standards and Training
A focused examination of the use of force policies included in the DCJS 18-hour training
curriculum. The book explains when and how force may be applied legally and ethically,
with guidance on avoiding excessive force. It serves as a critical resource for maintaining
professionalism and legal compliance.

9. Ethics and Professionalism in the 18-Hour DCJS Training Course
This book highlights the ethical responsibilities and professional conduct expected from
security officers completing the DCJS training. Topics include integrity, confidentiality,
and accountability. It encourages the development of a strong moral compass essential for
trusted security personnel.
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