1938 chevy business coupe

1938 chevy business coupe represents an iconic vehicle in American automotive history,
combining classic styling with practical functionality. This model was particularly popular for its
robust design and appeal among business owners who sought a reliable and stylish vehicle for daily
use. The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe is renowned for its distinctive features, performance
capabilities, and its role in shaping the automotive market during the late 1930s. This article
explores the design, mechanical specifications, historical significance, restoration potential, and
collector value of the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe. Whether you are an enthusiast, a collector, or a
historian, understanding this classic automobile offers valuable insights into vintage car culture and
automotive engineering. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of this timeless
vehicle.

¢ Design and Styling of the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe
e Mechanical Specifications and Performance

» Historical Context and Market Impact

e Restoration and Maintenance Considerations

e Collector Value and Legacy

Design and Styling of the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe

Exterior Features

The 1938 Chevy Business Coupe is characterized by its streamlined and elegant exterior design,
showcasing the Art Deco influence prevalent in the late 1930s. The coupe features a two-door body
style with a distinctive sloping roofline and a compact rear section, optimized for business use. Its
rounded fenders, chrome accents, and prominent front grille contribute to a sophisticated yet
practical appearance. The vehicle's paintwork options during this era included a variety of solid and
two-tone color schemes that enhanced its visual appeal.

Interior Layout

Inside, the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe offered a spacious and functional cabin designed to
accommodate drivers and occasional passengers comfortably. The interior emphasized durability
and simplicity, with a focus on easy maintenance for business owners. Upholstery materials typically
included durable cloth or vinyl, and the dashboard featured clear instrumentation and accessible
controls. Although primarily a two-seater, the coupe’s rear area was often utilized for cargo or
additional storage, making it versatile for commercial purposes.



Unique Business Coupe Design Elements

The Business Coupe variant was distinct from the standard coupe models by its lack of rear side
windows, which were replaced by solid panels. This design feature enhanced security for goods
transported in the vehicle and reduced distractions for drivers. Additionally, the business coupe
often included reinforced suspension and chassis components to handle heavier loads, making it an
ideal choice for small business owners and tradesmen.

Mechanical Specifications and Performance

Engine Options

The 1938 Chevy Business Coupe was equipped with Chevrolet’s reliable inline-six engine, commonly
known as the "Stovebolt Six." This engine had a displacement of 216.5 cubic inches and produced
approximately 90 horsepower. The powertrain was designed for durability and smooth operation,
providing adequate performance for both city driving and light hauling tasks. The engine’s simplicity
made it accessible for routine maintenance and repairs, contributing to the vehicle’s popularity
among business owners.

Transmission and Drivetrain

The vehicle came standard with a three-speed manual transmission, delivering power to the rear
wheels through a solid rear axle setup. This drivetrain configuration was typical for the era and
provided reliable traction and control. The manual gearbox allowed drivers to optimize engine
performance depending on driving conditions, especially important for commercial use where
varying loads could affect vehicle handling.

Suspension and Braking System

The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe featured a front independent suspension with coil springs and a
solid rear axle with leaf springs. This combination offered a balance of ride comfort and load-bearing
capacity. The braking system utilized mechanical drum brakes on all four wheels, providing
sufficient stopping power for the vehicle’s weight and intended use. Although not as advanced as
modern braking technologies, these components were standard for the late 1930s and contributed to
the coupe’s overall reliability.

e 216.5 cu in inline-six engine producing 90 hp
e Three-speed manual transmission
¢ Rear-wheel drive with solid axle

e Front coil spring suspension



e Mechanical drum brakes on all wheels

Historical Context and Market Impact

Automotive Industry in the Late 1930s

The introduction of the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe occurred during a transformative period in the
American automotive industry. The late 1930s saw increased competition among manufacturers to
produce vehicles that combined style, performance, and affordability. Chevrolet positioned the
Business Coupe as a practical solution for small business owners who needed a reliable vehicle for
both personal and commercial use. Its design and features reflected broader trends toward
streamlined aesthetics and improved automotive engineering.

Target Audience and Usage

The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe was specifically marketed toward entrepreneurs, tradespeople,
and delivery drivers who required a vehicle capable of transporting goods efficiently while
maintaining a professional appearance. The coupe’s solid rear panels and reinforced chassis made it
well-suited for carrying equipment or merchandise. Its affordability and Chevrolet’s reputation for
reliability contributed to strong sales within this niche market.

Impact on Chevrolet’s Market Position

By offering the Business Coupe, Chevrolet strengthened its presence in the commercial vehicle
segment, differentiating itself from competitors who focused primarily on passenger cars. The model
helped Chevrolet maintain a broad customer base and contributed to the brand’s long-term success.
The 1938 Chevy Business Coupe remains a notable example of how automotive manufacturers
adapted to diverse consumer needs during this era.

Restoration and Maintenance Considerations

Challenges in Restoring a 1938 Chevy Business Coupe

Restoring a 1938 Chevy Business Coupe requires attention to detail and access to period-correct
parts. Given the vehicle’s age, rust and corrosion are common issues, especially in the chassis and
body panels. Finding original components such as trim pieces, engine parts, and interior materials
can be challenging but essential for maintaining authenticity. Skilled craftsmanship is necessary to
preserve the coupe’s historic value while ensuring structural integrity and functionality.



Maintenance Tips for Vintage Chevy Coupes

Routine maintenance is critical for preserving the performance and appearance of the 1938
Chevrolet Business Coupe. Key tasks include regular lubrication of mechanical components,
inspection of the braking system, and upkeep of the cooling system to prevent overheating. Owners
should also monitor the condition of the suspension and drivetrain to maintain safe handling
characteristics. Using high-quality replacement parts and consulting vintage car specialists can
significantly enhance maintenance outcomes.

Recommended Upgrades and Modifications

While maintaining originality is often preferred, some restorers opt for subtle upgrades to improve
reliability and safety without compromising the vehicle’s classic appeal. Common modifications
include upgrading the electrical system to 12 volts, installing modern brake components, and
enhancing the cooling system. These improvements can make the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe more
practical for regular use while respecting its vintage charm.

Collector Value and Legacy

Rarity and Demand

The 1938 Chevy Business Coupe is considered a collectible classic due to its distinctive design and
historical significance. Its rarity, combined with the growing interest in pre-World War II vehicles,
has increased demand among collectors and classic car enthusiasts. Well-preserved or expertly
restored models command premium prices in the vintage car market, reflecting their cultural and
automotive importance.

Factors Influencing Value

Several factors affect the collector value of the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe, including
originality, condition, completeness, and provenance. Vehicles retaining original parts and factory
specifications are generally more valuable. Additionally, documented restoration history and rarity
of specific color schemes or options can influence market price. Condition of the bodywork, engine,
and interior also plays a critical role in valuation.

Legacy in Automotive History

The 1938 Chevy Business Coupe stands as a testament to Chevrolet’s innovation and responsiveness
to market demands during a pivotal time in automotive history. Its blend of style, practicality, and
affordability helped define the business coupe segment and left a lasting impression on subsequent
vehicle designs. Today, it remains a symbol of American automotive heritage and a popular choice
among vintage car collectors worldwide.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe?

The 1938 Chevy Business Coupe features a sleek two-door design, a 216 cubic inch inline 6-cylinder
engine, improved hydraulic brakes, and a more streamlined body style compared to earlier models.

How much is a 1938 Chevy Business Coupe worth today?

The value of a 1938 Chevy Business Coupe varies depending on condition, originality, and
restoration quality, but typically ranges from $20,000 to $50,000 for well-maintained or fully
restored examples.

What engine does the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe have?

The 1938 Chevy Business Coupe is equipped with a 216 cubic inch (3.5 L) inline 6-cylinder engine
that produces around 90 horsepower.

Is the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe a good candidate for classic
car restoration?

Yes, the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe is popular among classic car enthusiasts due to its classic
styling, relatively simple mechanicals, and availability of parts, making it a great candidate for
restoration projects.

What makes the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe different from
the standard coupe of that era?

The Business Coupe was designed primarily for commercial use with a more spacious interior
focused on driver comfort and cargo space, often lacking a rear seat to maximize utility, unlike the
standard coupe which had seating for passengers.

Where can I find parts for restoring a 1938 Chevy Business
Coupe?

Parts for the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe can be found through classic car parts suppliers, online
marketplaces like eBay, specialty vintage Chevrolet forums, and restoration shops that specialize in
pre-war American vehicles.

Additional Resources

1. Classic Restoration: 1938 Chevy Business Coupe

This comprehensive guide dives into the step-by-step restoration process of the iconic 1938 Chevy
Business Coupe. It covers everything from sourcing original parts to bodywork, paint, and engine
rebuilding. Enthusiasts will find detailed photographs and expert tips that make restoring this
classic car both accessible and rewarding.



2. The History and Legacy of the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe

Explore the rich history behind the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe, including its design innovations and
cultural impact during the late 1930s. The book offers insight into Chevrolet's strategy and how this

model stood out in the automotive market. Vintage photographs and archival materials bring the era
to life for classic car lovers.

3. Performance Upgrades for Your 1938 Chevy Business Coupe

This technical manual focuses on modern performance upgrades tailored for the 1938 Chevy
Business Coupe. It covers engine modifications, suspension improvements, and brake enhancements
that improve drivability without sacrificing the car’s classic charm. Ideal for those who want to blend
vintage style with contemporary performance.

4. Customizing the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe: A Builder’s Guide

A detailed resource for car enthusiasts interested in customizing their 1938 Chevy Business Coupe,
this book explores popular modification trends, paint schemes, and interior redesigns. It includes
interviews with well-known custom builders and showcases inspiring before-and-after projects.
Creativity and craftsmanship are at the heart of this guide.

5. 1938 Chevy Business Coupe: A Collector’'s Handbook

Designed for collectors, this handbook provides essential information on identifying authentic 1938
Chevy Business Coupes, understanding market values, and tips for proper maintenance. It also
highlights rare models and factory options that affect collectibility. A must-have for anyone serious
about investing in this classic vehicle.

6. Driving Through History: Stories of the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe

This narrative-driven book compiles personal stories and historical anecdotes from owners and
enthusiasts of the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe. It paints a vivid picture of life in the late 1930s and
how this car was more than just transportation—it was a symbol of progress. Readers gain a deeper
appreciation for the car’s role in American history.

7. Chevy 1938 Business Coupe Maintenance Manual

An essential manual for owners, this book provides detailed maintenance procedures and
troubleshooting tips specific to the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe. It covers routine care, engine
tuning, electrical systems, and more, ensuring the car remains in optimal condition. Clear
illustrations make complex tasks easier to understand.

8. The Art of Detailing Your 1938 Chevy Business Coupe

Focusing on automotive detailing, this book teaches owners how to preserve the showroom shine of
their 1938 Chevy Business Coupe. It includes expert advice on cleaning, polishing, and protecting
vintage paint, chrome, and interiors. The guide emphasizes techniques that are gentle yet effective
to maintain authenticity.

9. 1938 Chevy Business Coupe: Original Factory Specs and Blueprints

This technical volume features original factory specifications, blueprints, and engineering drawings
for the 1938 Chevy Business Coupe. Ideal for restorers and historians, it provides accurate
dimensions, materials, and component details straight from Chevrolet archives. A valuable resource
for ensuring restoration accuracy and historical fidelity.
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1938 chevy business coupe: Lost and Found Publishers of Old Cars Weekly, 2011-11-04 Into
the light By popular demand comes the sequel to the original a€ceLost and Founda€ from the
publishers of Old Cars Weekly magazine. This collection of great automotive discoveries reminds us
yet again that you never know where a prized old car might be hiding. Corvettes, Cadillacs,
Packards, coveted muscle cars, even Duesenbergs seem to somehow emerge from hiding from us for
years and even decades. Find out where some of them have been in Lost and Found 2nd Edition.

1938 chevy business coupe: Cars We Love Brian Earnest, 2011-06-23 From the foreword: . . .
these cars aren't rare or unique, but they have other things going for them. Sometimes they were
the subject of amazing restorations or rescue efforts. Sometimes, against all odds, they remained in
one family for generations, or were babied to extremes and today have ridiculously low totals on
their odometers. These are the cars that have stories. They might not have been amazing when they
were new, but they are unique now because of the lives they've lived and the owners who have sat in
their driver's seats. They've got history, and if they could talk, what amazing tales they could tell us!

1938 chevy business coupe: Just Chevys Brian Earnest, 2010-07-28 Salute to the bow tie Louis
Chevrolet was a well-known race car driver and builder/designer in the early 1900s, but it's doubtful
ol' Louis himself could ever have imagined that his French surname would eventually be as purely
American as baseball, hot dogs, and apple pie. Just Chevys assembles a century of great Chevrolets
and the stories that make these cars memorable. From the Model T fighters of the early 1900s, to
the fabulous finned wonders of the 1950s, the high flying Corvettes and muscles cars of the 1960s
and beyond, Just Chevys spotlights the cars, and the car lovers, who have made Chevrolet America's
most beloved car.

1938 chevy business coupe: Chevrolet Beverly Rae Kimes, Robert C. Ackerson, 1986

1938 chevy business coupe: Just 30s Angelo Van Boggart, 2010-12-13 The 1930s might have
been the greatest 10-year period in the history of the American automobile. Even in the face of a
suffocating Depression, American cars continued to evolve with beautiful, streamlined designs that
had never been seen before. General Motors began face lifting its vehicles with new styles for every
model year. Hard-rubber rides were softened by balloon tires, impressive 16-cylinder engines began
showing up under massive hoods and hydraulic brakes became the norm. The synchromesh
transmission, independent suspension, heaters and radios made automotive journeys more
comfortable than ever. It was truly a decade of advancement and achievement for U.S. car makers.
In Just '30s, the publisher of Old Cars Weekly and OldCarsReport.com Price Guide celebrates this
fabulous decade with a look back at the cars, and car companies, that gave us such great memories.

1938 chevy business coupe: Barn Find Road Trip Tom Cotter, 2015-09-28 Great collector cars
are still out there--just waiting to be found! Sadly, there is very little reality in reality TV. That
wouldn't be so bad except for the fact that these shows are the only TV shows for the barn-find
collector car aficionado. Barn Find Road Trip is the antidote to all the manufactured collector reality
shows. It's a real-world, barn-find banzai run in which auto archaeologist Tom Cotter, his car
collector pal Brian Barr, and photographer Michael Alan Ross embarked on a 14-day
collector-car-seeking adventure with no predetermined destinations. It's barn-find freestyle!
Roaming the Southeast, they documented their day-to-day car search in photos and through stories
and interviews. This trip is absolutely real and the same kind of junket any gearhead with the skills,
knowledge, and time can undertake. Cotter and company hit the road in Cotter's 1939 Ford Woody,
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the kind of car that opened doors and started the conversations that revealed where interesting cars
were squirreled away. The result? The discovery of over 1,000 collector cars and some of the most
amazing barn-find stories Cotter has yet unearthed, all accompanied by Ross' evocative
photography. If you love stories of automotive adventure, this is the book for you!

1938 chevy business coupe: "Auto" Biography Dason Wowk, 2024-05-23 In late 2020, as the
world prepared to leave an unforgettable year behind, Dason Wowk began planning a one-of-a-kind
project to bring some positivity to his friends and family during dark times. The idea was simple yet
profound: every day for a whole year, starting on the first day of 2021, he would write a short story
on social media about a vehicle that had left a mark on him. Wowk’s “Auto” Biography compiles his
stories and captures the essence of a lifelong passion for all things automotive, a love passed down
from father to son with the gift of a tiny toy car. From a small tractor in his grandfather’s yard to
exotic dream cars at the racetrack, every vehicle tells a story. “Auto” Biography is not just about
cars; it’s about the power of memories and an enduring love for vehicles. Buckle up, take a ride
through the author’s incredible year of wheels and memories, and ignite your passion for the road
ahead.

1938 chevy business coupe: Cars & Parts , 1990

1938 chevy business coupe: Memoirs of Myths and Truths Carl B. Allen, 2008-07-02
Memoirs of Myths and Truths in an Ordinary Pebble’s Extraordinary Life. We find the author
considers himself an ordinary pebble amoung others of his time,who has gone on a desperate search
for love and approval. But even an ordinary pebbles like him can have an extraordinary life, because
he is not ordinary from the start finding at an early age confusion and embarrassment regarding
whether an accident or his mind makes him that way. It’s not until into his young adult stream does
he discover another reason for his rebel behavior in school and life. Which as a reader, you'll
recognized some problems in the text of the book cover and in the book’s writen words or spelling or
sentance structure being a struggle. You'll see it’s not his schooling, it’s his battle with being
dyslexic. Yet there is some great writing and inspiration, plus the help of a few photos, to bring you
into his or your memories and times when some myths emerged from stories and some being real
truths. Pebbles we all are, truths are maybe what we think they should be, and myths are longer
lasting then we may know. The author finds himself slowly aware of being in his September years,
having a sense of belonging to the past and present, but a much shorter future. With that comes a
sense of family, and the closeness of friends, which has brought him to this place of wonderment
that has continued from those wonderful years of youth. They have brought him to these joyous
thoughts while writing these memoirs, and making reflecting on his extraordinary life. Starting at
first writing this for all his kin and others within that stream surround him, but then realize other
pebbles of this time can bring back some reflection on these times with a little smile, some sadness,
and reflection too. He may have wandered through those youthful years winding through life’s paths
and finding some running on empty or full or too fast or too slow at the time like the automobiles of
the day. His nurturing as a child, not always satisfying, resulted in the builting many protective walls
around his self. Yet like James Dean in East of Eden or Rebel Without a Cause or Giant, there was
this desperate search for love and approval, not always available for many reasons and questionable
behavior leading to myths or truths. Seeking his own needs, while being an ordinary pebble has
resulted in finding an extraordinary life. There is a expression of views from his heart and mind
trying to embrace so much of that extraordinary life that lies hidden deeper within his self, and yet
always trying to hold and consider that these are parts of his life, whether shinning with beauty or
happiness or sadness, finding only to be viewed as an expression of soul. He has tried painting, but
now the writen word, in expressing some of those myths, spoken truths found within the soul, and
trusted memories. They carry simple but complex myths in the life of an ordinary pebble, always
amazed by the course of the streams found. These memoirs are a reflection of our times, history,
love for the automobile,then adding the racing with many encounters with lovers and places that
have been traveled that brings this extraordinary life into view. The book is about people
encountered in his life’s stream, the persons who have enriched this life and helped him to find out



who he is. Also that going through this journey, gathering memories, myths or truths, these
moments sustained his notion of an ordinary pebble’s extraordinary life. These events have allowed
reflection on moral issues and things that are questionable judgment. He hope that you enjoy this
time traveling in this stream. Pebbles we are, yet we are still the most important part in those
stream surrounding us, finding most everyone else’s lives continue similarly within those same small
stream we live in rubbing shoulders and sharing our life’s stream with others matter more than we
know because as others enrich our lives, we can d

1938 chevy business coupe: Encyclopedia of American Cars, 1930-1942 James H.
Moloney, 1977

1938 chevy business coupe: Flash Christopher Bonanos, 2018-06-05 Winner of the National
Book Critics Circle Award The first comprehensive biography of Weegee—photographer, “psychic,”
ultimate New Yorker—from Christopher Bonanos, author of Instant: The Story of Polaroid. Arthur
Fellig’s ability to arrive at a crime scene just as the cops did was so uncanny that he renamed
himself “Weegee,” claiming that he functioned as a human Ouija board. Weegee documented better
than any other photographer the crime, grit, and complex humanity of midcentury New York City. In
Flash, we get a portrait not only of the man (both flawed and deeply talented, with generous
appetites for publicity, women, and hot pastrami) but also of the fascinating time and place that he
occupied. From self-taught immigrant kid to newshound to art-world darling to latter-day
caricature—moving from the dangerous streets of New York City to the celebrity culture of Los
Angeles and then to Europe for a quixotic late phase of experimental photography and
filmmaking—Weegee lived a life just as worthy of documentation as the scenes he captured. With
Flash, we have an unprecedented and ultimately moving view of the man now regarded as an
innovator and a pioneer, an artist as well as a newsman, whose photographs are among most
powerful images of urban existence ever made.

1938 chevy business coupe: A Stroll Through Fitzgerald, GA, In The Forties Paul B. Dunn,
2005-08 Dunn recalls his home town of Fitzgerald, Georgia, circa 1946, touring the town which is
rich in history and tradition. This is a true slice of nostalgic small-town Americana.

1938 chevy business coupe: Cheerio and Best Wishes Ralph H. Schneck, Donald R. Schneck,
2013 This is the true story of a young boy from Posey County, Indiana, who had a dream to fly. The
outbreak of World War II enabled him to fulfill that dream. Cheerio and Best Wishes is told entirely
through the letters he wrote to his family and friends. Detailed narrative and commentary provide
explanation and background information.One hundred thirty-eight letters are presented in this book.
It is highly unusual to find this many letters from one person, curated by his family and recently
rediscovered by his son, along with carefully created photograph albums. The story starts in rural
southern Indiana and follows the young volunteer as he goes westward to California and New
Mexico to be trained to fly bombers. From the United States, he travels via South America and North
Africa to England and deploys with the Eighth Air Force. The accounts of his journeys and
experiences are detailed, ranging from entertaining to spine-tingling. Moments of high drama
intermingle with the mundane nature of war.Together the letters and pictures in this book (the
originals are now preserved for posterity in the Purdue University Flight Archives) offer a
comprehensive and cohesive story of how US airmen were prepared and trained for war, and detail
the daily experience of a bomber pilot flying missions over Germany. The letters of one young flyer
reflect the experience of thousands of Americans who volunteered to go to war in the 1940s. His
experiences were those of a generation.

1938 chevy business coupe: The Action Era Vehicle , 1990

1938 chevy business coupe: Old Car Detective Bill Sherk, 2011-03-18 In this hilarious
collection of old car stories, Canada's very own Old Car Detective Bill Sherk presents 80 of his
favourite stories spanning the years from 1925 to 1965. Behind every old car there's a story waiting
to be told, all the way from your grandparents' Model T Ford to the Mustang you drove in high
school.
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1938 chevy business coupe: The Antique Automobile , 1985

1938 chevy business coupe: Automobile Quarterly , 2000

1938 chevy business coupe: Hot Rod , 1973-07

1938 chevy business coupe: The Complete History of General Motors, 1908-1986 Richard M.
Langworth, Jan P. Norbye, 1986
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