
1998 honda accord manual
1998 honda accord manual models represent a significant chapter in the history of one
of America's most popular midsize sedans. Known for their reliability, drivability, and fuel
efficiency, the 1998 Honda Accord manual transmission variants offer driving enthusiasts
a direct connection to the road. This article delves into the specifics of the 1998 Honda
Accord manual, covering its design, performance, transmission details, maintenance tips,
and common issues. For those interested in acquiring or maintaining this classic vehicle,
understanding its manual transmission setup and overall characteristics is essential.
Explore the comprehensive insights into the 1998 Honda Accord manual to appreciate
what makes it a favored choice among manual transmission aficionados.
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Overview of the 1998 Honda Accord
The 1998 Honda Accord belongs to the fifth generation of Accords, which were produced
from 1994 to 1997, with the 1998 model year marking the transition to the sixth
generation. This midsize sedan was widely appreciated for its balanced combination of
comfort, fuel economy, and reliability. The 1998 models featured updated styling,
enhanced safety features, and improved powertrains. Among the available options, the
manual transmission versions especially catered to drivers who preferred a more engaged
driving experience. The 1998 Honda Accord was available in different trims including LX,
EX, and SE, with manual transmission typically offered on certain trims and engine
configurations.

Design and Features
The exterior design of the 1998 Honda Accord retained a sleek yet conservative look,
emphasizing aerodynamic efficiency. Inside, the cabin was spacious for its class, with
high-quality materials and user-friendly controls. Standard features included power
windows, air conditioning, and an AM/FM cassette stereo system. Higher trims could
include features such as leather upholstery and sunroof options. The manual transmission
models did not compromise on comfort or amenities, making them suitable for both daily
commuting and spirited driving.



Engine Options
The 1998 Honda Accord manual typically came equipped with a 2.3-liter inline-four
engine, known for its smooth operation and reasonable power output for the era. This
engine produced around 135 horsepower and 145 lb-ft of torque, providing adequate
acceleration and highway cruising ability. Some trims also offered a V6 engine option, but
manual transmissions were predominantly paired with the four-cylinder variant. This
engine-transmission combination was praised for its balance of performance and fuel
efficiency.

Manual Transmission Specifications
The manual transmission in the 1998 Honda Accord is a key feature that differentiates it
from its automatic counterparts. The 5-speed manual gearbox offers precise gear shifts
and a direct mechanical connection between the driver and the drivetrain. Understanding
the technical specifications of this transmission is crucial for owners and enthusiasts.

Transmission Type and Gear Ratios
The 1998 Honda Accord manual uses a 5-speed manual transmission, which features
synchronized gears for smooth shifting. The transmission's gear ratios are designed to
optimize both acceleration and fuel economy, allowing drivers to make the most of the
engine's power band.

1st Gear: High torque for initial acceleration

2nd Gear: Transition for city driving

3rd Gear: Balanced for moderate speeds

4th Gear: Overdrive for fuel efficiency

5th Gear: Highway cruising with reduced engine RPM

Clutch and Shift Mechanism
The clutch in the 1998 Honda Accord manual transmission model is hydraulically
operated, providing a smooth and responsive engagement. The shift lever is ergonomically
positioned to facilitate quick and accurate gear changes. Regular maintenance of the
clutch system is recommended to ensure its longevity and optimal performance. This
includes periodic inspection of the clutch fluid and adjustment or replacement of clutch
components as needed.



Performance and Driving Experience
The 1998 Honda Accord manual offers a driving experience that is both engaging and
practical. The manual transmission allows drivers to control gear selection, making it
easier to extract maximum performance from the engine while also improving fuel
efficiency. The vehicle's suspension and steering systems complement the manual gearbox
to provide a balanced ride and responsive handling.

Acceleration and Fuel Efficiency
With the 2.3-liter four-cylinder engine and manual transmission, the 1998 Honda Accord
can accelerate from 0 to 60 mph in approximately 8.5 to 9 seconds. This performance is
competitive for midsize sedans of its time. Additionally, the manual transmission
contributes to better fuel economy, with EPA ratings typically around 22 mpg city and 28
mpg highway, depending on driving conditions and maintenance.

Handling and Ride Quality
The manual transmission model features a well-tuned suspension system that absorbs road
imperfections while maintaining composure during cornering. The steering is precise and
provides good feedback, enhancing the overall driving experience. This combination
makes the 1998 Honda Accord manual suitable for both urban environments and longer
highway journeys.

Maintenance and Common Issues
Proper maintenance is essential to keep the 1998 Honda Accord manual running smoothly.
Manual transmission vehicles require specific attention to the clutch, transmission fluid,
and other drivetrain components. Understanding common issues can help owners prevent
costly repairs and extend the life of their vehicle.

Routine Maintenance Tasks

Regularly check and replace manual transmission fluid every 30,000 to 60,000 miles

Inspect clutch pedal free play and adjust if necessary

Monitor clutch wear and replace the clutch assembly when slipping or difficulty
shifting occurs

Check for leaks in the hydraulic clutch system and replace fluid as needed

Maintain engine tune-up schedules to ensure optimal performance



Common Problems
Owners of the 1998 Honda Accord manual have reported occasional issues such as clutch
slippage, worn synchronizers causing grinding during shifts, and leaks in the clutch
hydraulic system. These problems are generally manageable with timely maintenance and
repair. Additionally, general wear and tear on the transmission linkage and bushings can
affect shift quality but can be addressed through replacement parts.

Benefits of Choosing a Manual Transmission
Accord
Opting for a 1998 Honda Accord manual offers several advantages over automatic models.
Enthusiasts appreciate the increased control and driving engagement that a manual
transmission provides. Moreover, manual transmissions are often associated with lower
maintenance costs related to transmission repairs and better fuel economy under certain
driving styles.

Driving Engagement
The manual transmission allows drivers to select gears based on driving conditions and
preferences, providing a more connected and attentive driving experience. This level of
control can enhance enjoyment during spirited driving or when navigating challenging
road conditions.

Cost and Fuel Savings
Manual transmissions typically have simpler mechanical designs compared to automatics,
resulting in fewer components that can fail. This often translates into lower repair and
maintenance costs. Additionally, manual-equipped 1998 Honda Accords generally achieve
better fuel economy, especially when driven efficiently, making them economical daily
drivers.

Resale Value and Rarity
As manual transmissions become less common in modern vehicles, models like the 1998
Honda Accord manual are increasingly viewed as desirable by collectors and enthusiasts.
This rarity can help maintain or even increase resale value compared to automatic
variants in certain markets.

Frequently Asked Questions



Is the 1998 Honda Accord manual transmission
reliable?
Yes, the 1998 Honda Accord with a manual transmission is known for its reliability and
durability when properly maintained.

What type of manual transmission does the 1998 Honda
Accord have?
The 1998 Honda Accord typically comes with a 5-speed manual transmission.

Are parts for the 1998 Honda Accord manual
transmission easy to find?
Yes, parts for the 1998 Honda Accord manual transmission are generally easy to find due
to the car's popularity and Honda's widespread parts availability.

What engine options were available for the 1998 Honda
Accord manual?
The 1998 Honda Accord manual was available with a 2.3-liter 4-cylinder engine and a 3.0-
liter V6 engine, depending on the trim level.

What is the common mileage expectancy for a 1998
Honda Accord with a manual transmission?
With proper maintenance, a 1998 Honda Accord manual can easily reach 200,000 miles or
more.

How does the fuel economy of the 1998 Honda Accord
manual transmission compare to the automatic?
The 1998 Honda Accord with a manual transmission generally offers slightly better fuel
economy compared to its automatic counterpart, especially on the 4-cylinder models.

Are there any known issues specific to the 1998 Honda
Accord manual transmission?
Some owners report clutch wear and occasional synchro issues in higher mileage vehicles,
but these are common in manual transmissions and can be addressed with regular
maintenance.



Additional Resources
1. 1998 Honda Accord Manual Transmission Repair Guide
This comprehensive guide provides step-by-step instructions for diagnosing and repairing
manual transmission issues specific to the 1998 Honda Accord. It covers common
problems, maintenance tips, and detailed diagrams to help both beginners and
experienced mechanics keep the transmission in optimal condition. The book also includes
troubleshooting charts and recommended tools for efficient repairs.

2. Maintaining Your 1998 Honda Accord: A Manual Transmission Owner's Handbook
Designed for owners of the 1998 Honda Accord with manual transmissions, this handbook
offers practical advice on routine maintenance and care. It explains how to check and
change transmission fluid, adjust the clutch, and identify early signs of wear. The book
emphasizes cost-effective practices to prolong the life of your vehicle’s manual
transmission system.

3. The Complete 1998 Honda Accord Workshop Manual
This all-in-one workshop manual covers the entire 1998 Honda Accord, with a dedicated
section on manual transmission systems. It features detailed illustrations, torque
specifications, and repair procedures to assist both DIY enthusiasts and professional
mechanics. The manual is an essential resource for comprehensive vehicle maintenance
and repair.

4. Honda Accord 1998: Manual Transmission Performance Upgrades
For enthusiasts looking to enhance their 1998 Honda Accord’s manual transmission, this
book explores performance upgrades and modifications. Topics include clutch upgrades,
short shifters, and transmission rebuilds designed to improve driving experience and
durability. The guide also discusses compatibility and installation tips for aftermarket
parts.

5. Troubleshooting Manual Transmission Problems in the 1998 Honda Accord
This focused troubleshooting guide helps owners quickly identify and resolve common
manual transmission issues in the 1998 Honda Accord. It explains symptoms such as
grinding gears, clutch slipping, and shifting difficulties, along with practical solutions.
Clear diagnostic procedures and repair recommendations make this book a valuable
resource for maintaining smooth transmission operation.

6. The 1998 Honda Accord Owner’s Guide to Manual Transmission Driving
Aimed at new manual transmission drivers, this guide teaches how to operate the 1998
Honda Accord’s manual gearbox effectively. It covers shifting techniques, clutch control,
and fuel-efficient driving strategies. Additionally, the book offers tips for preventing
transmission wear and enhancing overall vehicle performance.

7. 1998 Honda Accord Manual Transmission Rebuild Manual
This detailed manual provides instructions on how to completely rebuild the manual
transmission of a 1998 Honda Accord. It includes exploded diagrams, parts lists, and
torque specifications to facilitate a successful rebuild. The book is ideal for mechanics and
DIY enthusiasts who want to restore their transmission to like-new condition.

8. DIY Maintenance for 1998 Honda Accord Manual Transmission
This do-it-yourself guide simplifies maintenance tasks for owners of the 1998 Honda



Accord manual transmission. It covers fluid changes, clutch adjustments, and minor
repairs with easy-to-follow instructions and photos. The book encourages proactive care to
avoid costly repairs and increase transmission longevity.

9. Driving and Caring for Your 1998 Honda Accord Manual: A Complete Guide
This guide combines driving tips with maintenance advice tailored specifically for the
1998 Honda Accord manual transmission model. It addresses everyday driving scenarios,
clutch usage, and preventative maintenance routines. The book aims to help owners
maximize reliability and enjoy a smooth driving experience.
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