
1997 subaru legacy fuse box diagram

1997 subaru legacy fuse box diagram is an essential reference for anyone
working on the electrical system of this vehicle. Understanding the fuse box
layout can greatly simplify troubleshooting electrical problems, performing
repairs, and ensuring proper maintenance. The 1997 Subaru Legacy, a popular
midsize sedan and wagon, features a fuse box that controls various electrical
circuits, protecting them from overcurrent and potential damage. This article
provides a comprehensive guide to the 1997 Subaru Legacy fuse box diagram,
including its location, fuse identification, and tips for safe handling.
Whether you are a professional mechanic or a DIY enthusiast, this detailed
overview will help you navigate the fuse box effectively. A clear
understanding of the fuse box layout will also assist in diagnosing common
electrical issues such as blown fuses, malfunctioning lights, or non-
operational accessories. The following sections cover everything from the
physical location of the fuse box to identifying each fuse’s function and
amperage rating.
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Location of the Fuse Box in the 1997 Subaru
Legacy

Knowing the exact location of the fuse box in the 1997 Subaru Legacy is the
first step to accessing and understanding the fuse box diagram. The vehicle
is equipped with more than one fuse box, typically found in the engine
compartment and inside the cabin. Each fuse box serves different electrical
systems and components within the vehicle.

Engine Compartment Fuse Box

The primary fuse box in the 1997 Subaru Legacy is located under the hood,
near the battery. This fuse panel houses fuses and relays that control major
engine-related electrical components such as the fuel pump, ignition system,
and cooling fans. The fuse box cover usually has a diagram printed on the
inside, which provides a quick reference for fuse identification.

Interior Fuse Box

Another fuse box is located inside the vehicle, generally under the dashboard
on the driver’s side or near the kick panel. This interior fuse box manages
circuits related to interior electronics including the radio, power windows,



interior lights, and other accessories. Accessing this fuse box requires
opening a small panel or cover, which also typically includes a fuse map for
easy identification.

Understanding the Fuse Box Diagram

The fuse box diagram for the 1997 Subaru Legacy is a schematic that visually
represents the layout and function of each fuse and relay within the box.
This diagram is crucial for identifying which fuse controls a specific
circuit and understanding the amperage rating for each fuse.

Fuse Layout and Symbols

The fuse box diagram uses standardized symbols to represent fuses, relays,
and circuits. Each fuse is labeled with a number or code that corresponds to
a particular electrical component. The diagram also indicates the amperage
rating of each fuse, which is important to match when replacing a blown fuse
to prevent electrical damage.

Reading the Diagram

To correctly interpret the 1997 Subaru Legacy fuse box diagram, it is
necessary to familiarize yourself with the legend or key often included on
the fuse box cover or in the owner’s manual. The diagram is typically
organized in rows or columns, with each fuse slot clearly marked. By matching
the fuse number and description, users can quickly locate the fuse
responsible for any given electrical function.

Fuse Identification and Functions

Each fuse within the 1997 Subaru Legacy fuse box serves a specific purpose
related to the vehicle’s electrical system. Identifying these functions helps
in diagnosing problems and performing maintenance tasks efficiently.

Common Fuses and Their Functions

Ignition Fuse: Powers the ignition system and engine control modules.

Fuel Pump Fuse: Controls the power supply to the fuel pump.

Headlight Fuse: Protects the headlight circuits.

Radio Fuse: Manages the power to the car stereo and related accessories.

Power Window Fuse: Controls power to the window motors.

Cooling Fan Fuse: Powers the engine cooling fans.

Interior Light Fuse: Protects the circuits for cabin lighting.



Amperage Ratings

Fuses are rated by amperage, which indicates the maximum current they can
handle before blowing. The 1997 Subaru Legacy fuse box uses fuses ranging
from 5 amps to 30 amps, depending on the circuit’s power requirements. It is
critical to replace blown fuses with the correct amperage to avoid electrical
damage or fire hazards.

Common Electrical Issues and Troubleshooting

Electrical problems in the 1997 Subaru Legacy often stem from blown fuses or
faulty relays within the fuse box. Understanding the fuse box diagram aids in
diagnosing these issues quickly and accurately.

Symptoms of Fuse-Related Problems

Non-functioning headlights or tail lights

Failure of the fuel pump to operate

Power windows or locks not responding

Malfunctioning interior lights or dashboard indicators

Radio or other accessories not powering on

Troubleshooting Steps

Start by visually inspecting the fuse box for blown fuses, which usually
appear as broken metal strips inside the fuse. Use the fuse box diagram to
identify the fuse related to the malfunctioning system. Replace any blown
fuses with new ones of the same amperage rating. If a fuse blows repeatedly,
this indicates a deeper electrical issue, such as a short circuit or faulty
wiring, which requires professional diagnosis.

Safety Tips for Handling the Fuse Box

Working with the 1997 Subaru Legacy fuse box requires caution to prevent
injury or damage to the vehicle’s electrical system. Adhering to safety
guidelines ensures the fuse replacement or inspection process is safe and
effective.

Precautions Before Handling

Turn off the vehicle and remove the key from the ignition before
inspecting the fuse box.

Disconnect the negative terminal of the battery to avoid electrical



shock or shorts.

Avoid using metal tools when removing fuses to prevent accidental
shorts.

Ensure replacement fuses match the amperage rating specified in the fuse
box diagram.

Wear protective gloves and eye protection when working under the hood.

Proper Fuse Replacement

When replacing a fuse, pull it straight out using a fuse puller or needle-
nose pliers. Insert the new fuse firmly into the slot, ensuring it is seated
properly. After replacing the fuse, test the affected electrical component to
confirm proper operation. Never bypass a fuse with wire or foil, as this can
cause severe damage or fire.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the fuse box diagram for a 1997
Subaru Legacy?

The fuse box diagram for a 1997 Subaru Legacy can typically be found in the
owner's manual or on the fuse box cover itself. Additionally, you can find it
online on Subaru forums or websites dedicated to Subaru maintenance.

What are the main fuses listed in the 1997 Subaru
Legacy fuse box diagram?

The main fuses in the 1997 Subaru Legacy fuse box usually include fuses for
the headlights, horn, air conditioning, ignition system, fuel pump, and the
ECU (engine control unit). The exact layout can be confirmed by the fuse box
diagram.

How do I identify a blown fuse using the 1997 Subaru
Legacy fuse box diagram?

Using the fuse box diagram, locate the specific fuse related to the
malfunctioning component. Remove the fuse and inspect the metal filament
inside; if it's broken or burnt, the fuse is blown and needs replacement.

Can I get a downloadable 1997 Subaru Legacy fuse box
diagram PDF?

Yes, many automotive websites and Subaru forums offer downloadable PDFs of
the 1997 Subaru Legacy fuse box diagram. Official Subaru service manuals also
contain detailed fuse diagrams.



What tools do I need to check the fuse box on a 1997
Subaru Legacy?

Typically, you will need a fuse puller or a pair of needle-nose pliers to
safely remove fuses. A multimeter can also be helpful to test the fuses for
continuity.

Is the fuse box located inside the cabin or under the
hood in a 1997 Subaru Legacy?

The 1997 Subaru Legacy has fuse boxes both inside the cabin, usually under
the dashboard on the driver’s side, and under the hood near the battery. Each
fuse box serves different electrical components.

How do I interpret the symbols on the 1997 Subaru
Legacy fuse box diagram?

The symbols on the fuse box diagram correspond to specific electrical
components or systems, such as headlights, radio, or engine control. The
owner’s manual or service manual provides a key to these symbols for proper
identification.

What should I do if the fuse box diagram for my 1997
Subaru Legacy is missing or damaged?

If the fuse box diagram is missing or damaged, you can refer to the owner's
manual, obtain a replacement diagram from a Subaru dealer, or find one online
through Subaru enthusiast forums or official repair manuals.

Additional Resources
1. Automotive Electrical Systems: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth look at automotive electrical systems, including
detailed diagrams and explanations of fuse boxes for various car models. It
covers the fundamentals of electrical circuits, troubleshooting techniques,
and maintenance tips. Perfect for both beginners and experienced mechanics
working on vehicles like the 1997 Subaru Legacy.

2. Subaru Legacy Repair Manual: 1990-1999 Models
Focusing specifically on Subaru Legacy models from the 1990s, this manual
provides detailed repair instructions, wiring diagrams, and fuse box layouts.
It is an essential resource for owners and technicians looking to maintain or
repair their 1997 Subaru Legacy. The book also includes troubleshooting
guides to help diagnose electrical issues efficiently.

3. Understanding Car Fuse Boxes and Wiring Diagrams
This practical guide explains how to read and interpret fuse box diagrams and
car wiring schematics. It covers the basics of automotive fuses, relays, and
circuit protection, making it easier to understand systems like those found
in the 1997 Subaru Legacy. With clear illustrations and step-by-step
procedures, it aids in effective diagnostics and repairs.

4. Classic Subaru Electrical System Restoration
Ideal for enthusiasts restoring older Subaru models, this book delves into



the electrical systems found in vehicles like the 1997 Legacy. It includes
original fuse box diagrams, wiring layouts, and restoration tips to bring
vintage electrical components back to life. The book also covers common
electrical problems and solutions specific to Subaru cars.

5. DIY Car Maintenance: Electrical Repairs and Fuse Box Fixes
This hands-on manual is designed for do-it-yourself mechanics who want to
tackle electrical repairs without professional help. It provides clear
instructions on fuse box diagnostics, replacement, and upgrades, with
examples from various vehicles including the 1997 Subaru Legacy. Safety
precautions and tool recommendations are also detailed throughout the book.

6. The Complete Subaru Legacy Wiring Diagram Handbook
A comprehensive collection of wiring diagrams for Subaru Legacy models, this
handbook includes the 1997 fuse box layout and electrical schematics. It is a
must-have for technicians and enthusiasts needing precise electrical
information for repairs or modifications. The diagrams are well-organized and
accompanied by explanations of each circuit’s function.

7. Automotive Fuse Technology and Circuit Protection
Exploring the technology behind automotive fuses, this book explains their
design, function, and role in protecting vehicle electrical systems. It
discusses different fuse types commonly used in vehicles like the 1997 Subaru
Legacy and how to select the right fuse for repairs. The text also covers
troubleshooting methods to identify electrical faults related to fuse
failures.

8. Subaru Legacy Owners Workshop Manual
Tailored for Subaru Legacy owners, this workshop manual includes detailed
sections on the vehicle’s fuse box, electrical systems, and routine
maintenance. It provides practical advice on identifying fuse locations,
replacing blown fuses, and understanding the vehicle’s electrical layout. The
manual is user-friendly and designed to empower owners to perform basic
electrical repairs confidently.

9. Fundamentals of Automotive Electrical Engineering
This textbook covers the foundational principles of automotive electrical
engineering, including circuit design, diagnostics, and component functions.
It uses real-world examples, such as the fuse box system in the 1997 Subaru
Legacy, to illustrate key concepts. Ideal for students and professionals
aiming to deepen their understanding of vehicle electrical systems.
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