
behr paint sheen guide

behr paint sheen guide offers a comprehensive understanding of the different
finishes available in Behr paint products, helping homeowners, contractors,
and designers make informed decisions for their painting projects. Selecting
the right sheen impacts not only the aesthetic appeal but also the durability
and maintenance of painted surfaces. This guide explores the characteristics
of each sheen level, including flat, matte, eggshell, satin, semi-gloss,
gloss, and high-gloss finishes. It also explains the best applications for
each sheen type both indoors and outdoors. Understanding the nuances of
Behr’s paint sheens can improve the longevity of the paint job and enhance
the overall look of any space. This article will break down each option to
provide clarity on which sheen suits different rooms, surfaces, and
conditions. Following this introduction, a detailed table of contents
outlines the main sections covered in this guide.

Understanding Behr Paint Sheen Levels
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Choosing the Right Sheen for Interior Surfaces

Selecting the Appropriate Sheen for Exterior Applications

Maintenance and Durability Considerations

Understanding Behr Paint Sheen Levels

Behr paint offers a variety of sheen levels designed to meet different needs
for appearance and performance. Sheen refers to the amount of gloss or shine
present in the dried paint film. The level of sheen affects how light
reflects off the surface and influences the texture’s visibility. Behr’s
paint sheen options typically range from flat to high-gloss, each providing
distinct visual and functional properties. Knowing the differences in
glossiness helps determine which sheen will best suit specific environments
and user preferences.

What Is Paint Sheen?

Paint sheen is the measure of a paint’s glossiness or how much light it
reflects. It is usually categorized into several levels, from no gloss (flat)
to very shiny (high-gloss). The sheen affects not only the aesthetics but
also the paint’s ability to resist stains, moisture, and wear. Higher sheen
paints tend to be more durable and easier to clean, making them suitable for
high-traffic or moisture-prone areas. Conversely, lower sheen paints offer a
more muted look that can help hide surface imperfections.

Behr Sheen Scale Overview

Behr categorizes its paint sheens into several standard levels:



Flat/Matte: Minimal to no shine, ideal for hiding imperfections.

Eggshell: Slight sheen with a soft, velvety finish.

Satin: Smooth finish with moderate gloss and durability.

Semi-Gloss: Noticeable shine with excellent moisture resistance.

Gloss/High-Gloss: Very shiny surface offering maximum durability.

Each level serves specific functional and decorative purposes depending on
the project requirements.

Characteristics and Benefits of Each Sheen

Each Behr paint sheen level possesses unique properties that influence its
suitability for various surfaces and environments. Understanding these
characteristics aids in making the right choice for both aesthetics and
performance.

Flat and Matte Sheen

Flat or matte finishes provide a non-reflective surface that is excellent at
concealing wall imperfections such as cracks or patches. These sheens offer a
smooth, subtle appearance that works well in low-traffic areas or ceilings.
However, they tend to be less washable and more prone to showing marks or
stains.

Eggshell Sheen

Eggshell finishes have a slight sheen, producing a soft, warm glow on painted
surfaces. This sheen balances aesthetic appeal with moderate durability and
is easier to clean than flat paint. Eggshell is commonly used in living
rooms, dining rooms, and bedrooms where a subtle shine is desired without
high reflectivity.

Satin Sheen

Satin finishes strike a balance between shine and durability. They provide a
smooth, velvety finish with a mild gloss that enhances the color depth. Satin
is popular for high-traffic interior areas like hallways, kitchens, and
bathrooms because it resists moisture and can be cleaned easily without
damaging the paint.

Semi-Gloss Sheen

Semi-gloss paint offers a noticeable shine that reflects light well, making
surfaces look brighter and cleaner. This sheen is highly durable and moisture
resistant, making it ideal for trim, doors, cabinets, and bathrooms. Its
resistance to wear and tear allows for frequent cleaning without losing



luster.

Gloss and High-Gloss Sheen

Glossy and high-gloss finishes provide the highest level of shine and
durability. These sheens highlight architectural details and are extremely
easy to clean. They are suitable for areas that require frequent washing or
are exposed to moisture, such as kitchen cabinets, doors, and exterior trims.
However, they tend to highlight surface imperfections more than lower sheen
levels.

Choosing the Right Sheen for Interior Surfaces

When selecting Behr paint sheen for interior applications, it is crucial to
consider the room’s function, lighting, and surface condition. Different
sheens offer varying levels of durability and visual effect, making them
better suited for specific indoor environments.

Living Rooms and Bedrooms

These spaces benefit from lower sheen paints such as flat, matte, or
eggshell. These finishes create a cozy atmosphere and effectively hide
imperfections on walls. Eggshell is often preferred for bedrooms and living
areas due to its slight sheen and washability.

Kitchens and Bathrooms

Kitchens and bathrooms require paint sheens that can withstand moisture,
frequent cleaning, and potential staining. Satin and semi-gloss sheens are
optimal choices for these rooms, providing a durable finish that resists
mildew and can be wiped clean easily.

Trim, Doors, and Cabinets

For interior trim, doors, and cabinets, Behr recommends using semi-gloss or
gloss sheens. These finishes offer a crisp, clean look and enhance
architectural details. Their durability and smooth surface make them ideal
for areas that experience frequent contact and require regular cleaning.

Ceilings

Flat or matte sheens are typically applied to ceilings since they minimize
glare from lighting and mask imperfections. These low-sheen finishes provide
a uniform appearance that complements walls painted with higher sheen levels.



Selecting the Appropriate Sheen for Exterior
Applications

Exterior paint sheen is equally important as it affects the paint’s ability
to resist weathering, dirt, and fading. Behr’s exterior paints come in
several sheen options that balance durability with the desired aesthetic for
outdoor surfaces.

Flat and Matte Exterior Sheens

Flat and matte exterior paints provide a non-reflective finish that can help
hide surface flaws on stucco, brick, and wood. However, these finishes may
attract dirt more easily and are less resistant to moisture and mildew,
making them suitable for low-traffic or shaded areas.

Eggshell and Satin Exterior Sheens

Eggshell and satin sheens offer a soft glow and improved durability compared
to flat finishes. They resist dirt and moisture better, making them
appropriate for siding and trim where moderate protection is required. These
sheens also enhance color retention under sunlight exposure.

Semi-Gloss and Gloss Exterior Sheens

For exterior trim, doors, and accents, semi-gloss and gloss sheens provide
superior weather resistance and are easier to clean. Their reflective quality
helps shed water and dirt, prolonging the paint life. These sheens are ideal
for areas exposed to frequent handling or harsh environmental conditions.

Maintenance and Durability Considerations

The choice of Behr paint sheen directly impacts maintenance requirements and
the longevity of the painted surface. Higher sheen paints generally offer
more durability and easier cleaning, while lower sheen paints prioritize
aesthetics and imperfection concealment.

Cleaning and Touch-Up

Paint sheens with higher gloss levels are easier to clean and more resistant
to stains. Semi-gloss and gloss paints can be wiped without damaging the
finish, making them ideal for kitchens, bathrooms, and high-traffic areas.
Flat and matte finishes require gentle cleaning methods to avoid removing
paint.

Surface Preparation and Application

Proper surface preparation is essential regardless of sheen. Surfaces should
be clean, dry, and free of peeling paint or dirt to ensure adhesion. Some
sheens, like high-gloss, highlight surface imperfections, necessitating



thorough sanding and priming. Application techniques may vary slightly
depending on the sheen to achieve an even finish.

Durability in Different Environments

Exterior sheens must withstand UV rays, temperature fluctuations, moisture,
and pollution. Semi-gloss and gloss sheens typically offer better resistance
to these factors, enhancing the lifespan of exterior paint jobs. Interior
durability also depends on selecting the right sheen for the room’s usage and
exposure to wear.

Summary of Sheen Maintenance

Flat/Matte: Least durable; gentle cleaning; best for low-traffic areas.

Eggshell: Moderate durability; easier to clean than flat.

Satin: Durable; suitable for moderate moisture and cleaning.

Semi-Gloss: High durability; easy to wash; great for trim and high-
traffic spots.

Gloss/High-Gloss: Most durable; very washable; highlights details and
imperfections.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the different types of Behr paint sheens
available?

Behr paint sheens include flat, matte, eggshell, satin, semi-gloss, and high-
gloss, each offering varying levels of shine and durability.

Which Behr paint sheen is best for high-traffic
areas?

Semi-gloss or satin sheens are best for high-traffic areas because they are
more durable and easier to clean compared to flat or matte finishes.

How do I choose the right Behr paint sheen for my
walls?

Choose a sheen based on the room's use and desired look: flat or matte for
low-traffic and hiding imperfections; eggshell or satin for moderate
durability; semi-gloss or gloss for trim and high-moisture areas.



Is Behr eggshell sheen suitable for bathrooms?

Yes, Behr eggshell sheen can be used in bathrooms as it offers some moisture
resistance and a slight sheen, but semi-gloss is often preferred for better
durability against humidity.

Can I use Behr flat paint sheen on ceilings?

Yes, Behr flat paint sheen is ideal for ceilings because it hides
imperfections well and has no shine, creating a smooth, uniform look.

What is the difference between Behr satin and semi-
gloss sheens?

Satin has a soft, velvety finish with moderate shine, suitable for walls and
moderate-traffic areas; semi-gloss has a noticeable shine and is more
durable, ideal for trim, doors, and areas exposed to moisture.

Does Behr paint sheen affect paint color appearance?

Yes, higher sheens like semi-gloss and gloss can make colors appear brighter
and more vibrant, while flat and matte sheens tend to soften colors and
reduce light reflection.

Can I use Behr high-gloss paint sheen on kitchen
cabinets?

Yes, Behr high-gloss sheen is a popular choice for kitchen cabinets because
it provides a durable, easy-to-clean surface with a shiny, polished look.

How does Behr matte paint sheen perform in hiding
wall imperfections?

Behr matte paint sheen is excellent at hiding wall imperfections due to its
non-reflective finish, making walls look smooth and uniform.

Are there specific Behr paint sheens recommended for
exterior use?

For exterior use, Behr recommends using satin or semi-gloss sheens because
they offer good durability, weather resistance, and are easier to clean
compared to flat finishes.

Additional Resources
1. The Ultimate Behr Paint Sheen Guide: Choosing the Perfect Finish
This comprehensive guide explores the various paint sheens offered by Behr,
helping readers understand the differences between flat, eggshell, satin,
semi-gloss, and gloss finishes. It provides practical advice on selecting the
right sheen for different surfaces and rooms. The book also includes tips on
application techniques and maintenance to achieve professional-quality
results.



2. Mastering Interior Paint Finishes with Behr: A Homeowner’s Handbook
Focused on interior painting projects, this handbook delves into Behr’s range
of paint sheens and their best uses in home décor. Readers will learn how
different sheens affect the look and durability of walls, trim, and ceilings.
Step-by-step instructions and real-world examples help homeowners make
informed decisions to enhance their living spaces.

3. Behr Exterior Paint Sheen Guide: Protect and Beautify Your Home
This book concentrates on exterior painting and the importance of choosing
the right Behr paint sheen for outdoor surfaces. It covers weather
resistance, surface preparation, and the impact of sheen on longevity and
appearance. The guide is ideal for DIY enthusiasts looking to improve curb
appeal with durable, attractive finishes.

4. From Matte to Gloss: Understanding Behr Paint Sheens for Every Room
Explore the spectrum of Behr paint sheens and how to match them with room
functions and lighting conditions. The book explains the pros and cons of
each finish and offers creative ideas to use sheen strategically for
aesthetic effects. It also addresses common painting challenges and how to
overcome them for flawless results.

5. Professional Tips for Working with Behr Paint Sheens
Written by experienced painters, this book shares insider knowledge on
applying Behr paint sheens with precision and efficiency. It covers surface
preparation, tools, and application methods tailored to different sheens.
Useful troubleshooting advice helps readers avoid common mistakes and achieve
a lasting, beautiful finish.

6. Behr Paint Sheen Selection for High-Traffic Areas
Ideal for busy households and commercial spaces, this guide highlights the
best Behr paint sheens for durability and easy cleaning. It explains how
sheen affects stain resistance and wear in kitchens, bathrooms, hallways, and
offices. Readers will gain insights into maintaining paint integrity in
demanding environments.

7. Eco-Friendly Painting: Using Behr’s Sheen Options for Sustainable Homes
This book emphasizes environmentally responsible painting choices using
Behr’s low-VOC and eco-friendly paint options. It discusses which sheens
contribute to sustainability without sacrificing quality or aesthetics. The
guide supports homeowners aiming to create healthier indoor environments
while reducing their ecological footprint.

8. Color and Sheen: How Behr Paint Finishes Affect Room Ambiance
Discover how the combination of color and sheen impacts the mood and
perception of space. This book provides design tips on pairing Behr paint
sheens with colors to enhance lighting, texture, and style. It is a valuable
resource for interior designers and homeowners looking to create harmonious
and inviting interiors.

9. DIY Painting Projects: Navigating Behr Paint Sheens for Beginners
Designed for novice painters, this book simplifies the process of choosing
and applying Behr paint sheens for a variety of home projects. It includes
easy-to-follow instructions, common pitfalls to avoid, and suggestions for
tools and materials. The goal is to empower beginners to confidently
transform their spaces with professional-looking finishes.
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exterior painting and unlock the potential of your home's exterior today! If you like this book, write a
review!
  behr paint sheen guide: Paint Perfect Colin Chenard, 2025-08-19 Transform any room with
clean lines, smooth finishes, and zero regrets. Whether you're painting a single wall or refreshing
your entire home, Paint Perfect shows you how to prep, paint, and finish like a professional—without
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trends and expert advice for: -Home office equipment -Digital cameras and camcorders -Home
entertainment -Cellular Phones -Home and yard tools -Kitchen appliances -Vacuum cleaners and
washing machines -Reviews of 2007 cars , minivans, pickups and SUV's -And so much more! From
refrigerators to home theater systems, Consumer Reports Buying Guide 2007 prepares consumers
with pertinent information in selecting a suitable product for their needs. Using this guide will
ultimately pay off in valuable product knowledge, time saved, and perhaps paying a lower price.
  behr paint sheen guide: Consumer Reports Buying Guide Consumer Reports, 2007-11 This is
the 2008 edition to get help with trusted product reviews and comparisons.
  behr paint sheen guide: Buying Guide 2008 Consumer Reports, 2007-11-13
  behr paint sheen guide: Hardware Retailer Buyer's Guide , 1961
  behr paint sheen guide: Consumer Reports 2004 , 2003
  behr paint sheen guide: HARDWARE Retailer -- BUYER'S GUIDE 1953 , 1953
  behr paint sheen guide: Technical Bulletin , 1951
  behr paint sheen guide: Hardware and Metal , 1948
  behr paint sheen guide: Industrial Finishing , 1989
  behr paint sheen guide: Hardware Retailer , 1957
  behr paint sheen guide: Thomas Register of American Manufacturers , 1937 This basic
source for identification of U.S. manufacturers is arranged by product in a large multi-volume set.
  behr paint sheen guide: Paint Magic Jocasta Innes, 1981 Sections include: woodwork, floors,
furniture, paint finishes and decorative flourishes, and fundamentals. Techniques include: sponging,
spattering, marbling, graining, vinegar painting, rosewood graining. Appendix includes: reading list,
list of suppliers.

Related to behr paint sheen guide
Exterior Paint | Interior Paint | Wood Stains | Behr Browse through all of the exterior paint,
interior paint and wood stains available from Behr, offering paints that are perfect for your next
project
Behr ® Paint Store Lees Summit #3026 Visit the Behr Paint store at the LEES SUMMIT #3026
Home Depot for all of your interior, exterior, and specialty painting needs and pick up whatever else
you need to complete your project at
Behr (paint) - Wikipedia Behr Paint Company (stylized as BEHR) is a supplier of architectural
paint and exterior wood care products to the American and Canadian do-it-yourself markets. Behr



manufactures interior and
BEHR - Paint - The Home Depot Get free shipping on qualified BEHR products or Buy Online Pick
Up in Store today in the Paint Department
BEHR PREMIUM PLUS® Exterior Es 100% acrílico específicamente formulado para minimizar las
imperfecciones de la superficie y provee un acabado resistente a los hongos
Is Behr Paint Good? An In-Depth Review After 10+ Years   In this review, I break down the
pros and cons of Behr paint. You learn the differences between each Behr paint line, its
performance, its downsides, what professional
About us - Behr BEHR A/S was founded in 2002 – developing and manufacturing high end products
for the retail retrofit market. In April 2015, the German company REHAU acquired the majority
stake in
What Are the Different Grades of Behr Paint and Which One Is   From budget-friendly Behr
Premium Plus to the exceptional durability of Behr Marquee and the versatile Behr Ultra, we cover
key features, applications, and tips for optimal
: Behr Paint Explore Behr's high-quality interior and exterior paint options, featuring low-odor,
durable formulas in a variety of finishes for your next home project
Behr | Color Inspiration | Paint Swatches - Behr Paint is a well-known brand in the home
improvement world, offering a wide range of high-quality paints, primers, and stains for both
interior and exterior use
Exterior Paint | Interior Paint | Wood Stains | Behr Browse through all of the exterior paint,
interior paint and wood stains available from Behr, offering paints that are perfect for your next
project
Behr ® Paint Store Lees Summit #3026 Visit the Behr Paint store at the LEES SUMMIT #3026
Home Depot for all of your interior, exterior, and specialty painting needs and pick up whatever else
you need to complete your project at
Behr (paint) - Wikipedia Behr Paint Company (stylized as BEHR) is a supplier of architectural
paint and exterior wood care products to the American and Canadian do-it-yourself markets. Behr
manufactures interior and
BEHR - Paint - The Home Depot Get free shipping on qualified BEHR products or Buy Online Pick
Up in Store today in the Paint Department
BEHR PREMIUM PLUS® Exterior Es 100% acrílico específicamente formulado para minimizar las
imperfecciones de la superficie y provee un acabado resistente a los hongos
Is Behr Paint Good? An In-Depth Review After 10+ Years   In this review, I break down the
pros and cons of Behr paint. You learn the differences between each Behr paint line, its
performance, its downsides, what professional
About us - Behr BEHR A/S was founded in 2002 – developing and manufacturing high end products
for the retail retrofit market. In April 2015, the German company REHAU acquired the majority
stake in
What Are the Different Grades of Behr Paint and Which One Is Right   From budget-friendly
Behr Premium Plus to the exceptional durability of Behr Marquee and the versatile Behr Ultra, we
cover key features, applications, and tips for optimal
: Behr Paint Explore Behr's high-quality interior and exterior paint options, featuring low-odor,
durable formulas in a variety of finishes for your next home project
Behr | Color Inspiration | Paint Swatches - Behr Paint is a well-known brand in the home
improvement world, offering a wide range of high-quality paints, primers, and stains for both
interior and exterior use
Exterior Paint | Interior Paint | Wood Stains | Behr Browse through all of the exterior paint,
interior paint and wood stains available from Behr, offering paints that are perfect for your next
project
Behr ® Paint Store Lees Summit #3026 Visit the Behr Paint store at the LEES SUMMIT #3026
Home Depot for all of your interior, exterior, and specialty painting needs and pick up whatever else



you need to complete your project at
Behr (paint) - Wikipedia Behr Paint Company (stylized as BEHR) is a supplier of architectural
paint and exterior wood care products to the American and Canadian do-it-yourself markets. Behr
manufactures interior and
BEHR - Paint - The Home Depot Get free shipping on qualified BEHR products or Buy Online Pick
Up in Store today in the Paint Department
BEHR PREMIUM PLUS® Exterior Es 100% acrílico específicamente formulado para minimizar las
imperfecciones de la superficie y provee un acabado resistente a los hongos
Is Behr Paint Good? An In-Depth Review After 10+ Years   In this review, I break down the
pros and cons of Behr paint. You learn the differences between each Behr paint line, its
performance, its downsides, what professional
About us - Behr BEHR A/S was founded in 2002 – developing and manufacturing high end products
for the retail retrofit market. In April 2015, the German company REHAU acquired the majority
stake in
What Are the Different Grades of Behr Paint and Which One Is Right   From budget-friendly
Behr Premium Plus to the exceptional durability of Behr Marquee and the versatile Behr Ultra, we
cover key features, applications, and tips for optimal
: Behr Paint Explore Behr's high-quality interior and exterior paint options, featuring low-odor,
durable formulas in a variety of finishes for your next home project
Behr | Color Inspiration | Paint Swatches - Behr Paint is a well-known brand in the home
improvement world, offering a wide range of high-quality paints, primers, and stains for both
interior and exterior use
Exterior Paint | Interior Paint | Wood Stains | Behr Browse through all of the exterior paint,
interior paint and wood stains available from Behr, offering paints that are perfect for your next
project
Behr ® Paint Store Lees Summit #3026 Visit the Behr Paint store at the LEES SUMMIT #3026
Home Depot for all of your interior, exterior, and specialty painting needs and pick up whatever else
you need to complete your project at
Behr (paint) - Wikipedia Behr Paint Company (stylized as BEHR) is a supplier of architectural
paint and exterior wood care products to the American and Canadian do-it-yourself markets. Behr
manufactures interior and
BEHR - Paint - The Home Depot Get free shipping on qualified BEHR products or Buy Online Pick
Up in Store today in the Paint Department
BEHR PREMIUM PLUS® Exterior Es 100% acrílico específicamente formulado para minimizar las
imperfecciones de la superficie y provee un acabado resistente a los hongos
Is Behr Paint Good? An In-Depth Review After 10+ Years   In this review, I break down the
pros and cons of Behr paint. You learn the differences between each Behr paint line, its
performance, its downsides, what professional
About us - Behr BEHR A/S was founded in 2002 – developing and manufacturing high end products
for the retail retrofit market. In April 2015, the German company REHAU acquired the majority
stake in
What Are the Different Grades of Behr Paint and Which One Is   From budget-friendly Behr
Premium Plus to the exceptional durability of Behr Marquee and the versatile Behr Ultra, we cover
key features, applications, and tips for optimal
: Behr Paint Explore Behr's high-quality interior and exterior paint options, featuring low-odor,
durable formulas in a variety of finishes for your next home project
Behr | Color Inspiration | Paint Swatches - Behr Paint is a well-known brand in the home
improvement world, offering a wide range of high-quality paints, primers, and stains for both
interior and exterior use



Related to behr paint sheen guide
Trade secrets at Behr Paint (Orange County Register12y) Visiting the Behr Process Corp. in Santa
Ana wasn’t at all what we imagined. First, there is a lot of white. White walls, white lab tables, white
lab coats. Even the electron microscopes are white
Trade secrets at Behr Paint (Orange County Register12y) Visiting the Behr Process Corp. in Santa
Ana wasn’t at all what we imagined. First, there is a lot of white. White walls, white lab tables, white
lab coats. Even the electron microscopes are white

Back to Home: https://admin.nordenson.com

https://admin.nordenson.com

