
benchmarking data in higher education

benchmarking data in higher education plays a pivotal role in driving institutional improvement,
enhancing student outcomes, and fostering competitive excellence among colleges and universities.
By systematically collecting and analyzing comparative performance metrics, higher education
institutions can identify strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities for growth. This process supports
strategic decision-making, resource allocation, and accountability, aligning with the increasing
demand for transparency and quality assurance in academia. The effective use of benchmarking data
also facilitates collaboration and knowledge-sharing across institutions, promoting best practices
and innovation in teaching, research, and administration. This article explores the significance of
benchmarking data in higher education, its key metrics, data sources, analytical methods, and
challenges. It further examines how institutions implement benchmarking insights to achieve
continuous improvement and adapt to the evolving educational landscape.
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The Importance of Benchmarking Data in Higher
Education
Benchmarking data in higher education is essential for institutions striving to maintain competitive
advantage and improve academic quality. It provides a structured approach to evaluating
institutional performance relative to peer organizations, helping administrators and faculty
understand where improvements are needed. Benchmarking facilitates transparency by offering
objective evidence on student success, faculty productivity, financial health, and operational
efficiency. Moreover, it supports accreditation processes by supplying data-driven insights required
for compliance and reporting. Institutions use benchmarking data to align their goals with national
and global education standards, ensuring relevance and effectiveness in a rapidly changing
educational environment.

Enhancing Institutional Accountability and Transparency
Accountability in higher education demands clear evidence of institutional effectiveness and
responsible stewardship of resources. Benchmarking data enables colleges and universities to



demonstrate performance outcomes to stakeholders such as students, parents, government
agencies, and accrediting bodies. This transparency fosters trust and supports informed decision-
making regarding program offerings, funding, and policy development.

Driving Continuous Improvement and Strategic Planning
By identifying performance gaps and best practices, benchmarking data guides strategic planning
initiatives. Institutions can set realistic targets, monitor progress, and implement evidence-based
interventions. Continuous improvement cycles rely heavily on benchmarking to ensure that
academic programs, student services, and operational processes evolve to meet emerging challenges
and opportunities.

Key Metrics and Indicators Used in Benchmarking
Effective benchmarking in higher education depends on selecting relevant metrics that reflect
institutional priorities and stakeholder expectations. These indicators span multiple domains,
including academic quality, student outcomes, financial sustainability, and research productivity.
The choice of metrics often varies by institution type, mission, and regional context, but some core
indicators are widely recognized.

Academic and Student Success Metrics
Academic quality is often assessed through metrics such as graduation rates, retention rates,
student-faculty ratios, and course completion rates. Student success measures include job placement
rates, graduate school enrollment, and licensure exam pass rates. These indicators provide insight
into the effectiveness of teaching and learning environments.

Financial and Operational Metrics
Financial health is evaluated using indicators like cost per student, revenue diversification,
endowment size, and budget allocation efficiency. Operational metrics include space utilization,
administrative costs, and technology infrastructure performance. These data points help assess
institutional sustainability and resource management.

Research and Community Engagement Indicators
Research output is measured by publications, citations, grant funding, and patents. Community
engagement can be benchmarked through service-learning participation, partnerships with local
organizations, and outreach program impact. These metrics reflect the institution’s broader societal
contributions.



Sources and Collection Methods of Benchmarking Data
Gathering reliable benchmarking data in higher education requires access to diverse sources and
robust data collection methodologies. Institutions often combine internal data systems with external
datasets to obtain comprehensive comparative information.

Internal Data Systems
Universities maintain extensive databases tracking student enrollment, academic performance,
financial transactions, and human resources. These internal systems provide high-quality,
institution-specific data essential for detailed benchmarking analyses.

External Data Repositories
National and international organizations compile higher education data accessible for benchmarking
purposes. Examples include government education departments, accreditation agencies, and
consortia such as the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) or the Integrated
Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). These external sources offer standardized data
facilitating cross-institutional comparisons.

Surveys and Benchmarking Consortia
Many institutions participate in benchmarking consortia and surveys that collect data on specialized
topics like faculty workload, student satisfaction, and alumni outcomes. These collaborative efforts
enhance data accuracy and comparability, fostering peer learning and shared improvement goals.

Analyzing and Interpreting Benchmarking Data
Analysis of benchmarking data in higher education involves statistical techniques and contextual
evaluation to generate meaningful insights. Proper interpretation requires understanding
institutional mission, student demographics, and external environmental factors.

Statistical Methods for Benchmarking Analysis
Common analytical methods include trend analysis, regression modeling, and cluster analysis to
identify patterns and relationships within data. Benchmarking often uses percentile rankings and
performance indices to position an institution relative to peers.

Contextualizing Data for Accurate Insights
Interpreting benchmarking results necessitates consideration of qualitative factors such as
institutional culture, program offerings, and regional economic conditions. This holistic approach
prevents misleading conclusions and supports actionable recommendations.



Applications of Benchmarking Data for Institutional
Improvement
Benchmarking data serves multiple strategic and operational functions within higher education
institutions. Its applications extend from academic program enhancement to administrative
efficiency and student support services.

Academic Program Development
Data-driven benchmarking informs curriculum revisions, faculty development, and resource
allocation to optimize learning outcomes. Institutions can identify high-performing programs and
replicate successful strategies across departments.

Enhancing Student Services and Engagement
By benchmarking metrics such as student satisfaction and retention, institutions can tailor support
services, implement targeted interventions, and improve campus life quality. These efforts
contribute to higher student success rates and institutional reputation.

Improving Financial and Operational Efficiency
Benchmarking financial and operational data enables institutions to optimize budget management,
reduce costs, and enhance infrastructure utilization. This efficiency supports long-term sustainability
and competitive positioning.

Challenges and Considerations in Benchmarking
Practices
Despite its benefits, benchmarking data in higher education faces challenges related to data quality,
comparability, and ethical use. Awareness of these issues is crucial for effective benchmarking
implementation.

Data Accuracy and Consistency Issues
Variations in data definitions, collection methods, and reporting standards can lead to
inconsistencies, undermining the validity of benchmarking comparisons. Institutions must ensure
rigorous data governance and standardization.

Contextual Differences Among Institutions
Differences in institutional missions, student populations, and resource availability necessitate



careful interpretation of benchmarking data. Direct comparisons without context can result in
inaccurate assessments and misguided decisions.

Ethical and Privacy Considerations
Handling sensitive data, particularly student and staff information, requires adherence to privacy
regulations and ethical standards. Transparency about data use and protection builds trust among
stakeholders.

Overreliance on Quantitative Metrics
While quantitative benchmarking provides valuable insights, it should be complemented by
qualitative evaluations to capture the full scope of institutional performance and impact.

Summary of Best Practices for Benchmarking Data in
Higher Education

Define clear objectives aligned with institutional goals.

Select relevant, standardized metrics for meaningful comparisons.

Utilize multiple data sources to ensure comprehensive analysis.

Apply rigorous data validation and quality control processes.

Interpret data within the context of institutional characteristics.

Engage stakeholders in the benchmarking process for transparency.

Use benchmarking insights to inform strategic planning and continuous improvement.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is benchmarking data in higher education?
Benchmarking data in higher education refers to the process of collecting and comparing key
performance indicators, such as graduation rates, student satisfaction, and research output, against
peer institutions to identify strengths, weaknesses, and areas for improvement.



Why is benchmarking data important for universities?
Benchmarking data is important for universities because it helps them understand their competitive
position, improve academic programs, enhance student outcomes, allocate resources effectively, and
support strategic planning and decision-making.

What are common sources of benchmarking data in higher
education?
Common sources of benchmarking data in higher education include national education databases,
institutional research offices, accreditation bodies, surveys like the National Survey of Student
Engagement (NSSE), and collaborative benchmarking consortia.

How can higher education institutions ensure the accuracy of
benchmarking data?
Institutions can ensure accuracy by using standardized definitions and data collection methods,
verifying data through internal audits, participating in reputable benchmarking consortia, and
regularly updating and validating their datasets.

What trends are currently influencing benchmarking data
practices in higher education?
Current trends influencing benchmarking data practices include increased use of real-time data
analytics, focus on student success metrics beyond graduation rates, integration of diversity and
inclusion indicators, and leveraging artificial intelligence to gain deeper insights.

Additional Resources
1. Benchmarking in Higher Education: Improving Quality and Performance
This book provides a comprehensive overview of benchmarking methodologies specifically tailored
for higher education institutions. It explores how colleges and universities can use benchmarking
data to enhance academic quality, operational efficiency, and student outcomes. Case studies
illustrate successful implementations and challenges faced during the benchmarking process.

2. Data-Driven Decision Making in Higher Education
Focusing on the utilization of data for strategic planning, this book emphasizes the importance of
benchmarking data in driving institutional improvements. It covers various data sources, analytical
techniques, and the integration of benchmarking results into decision-making frameworks. The text
is valuable for administrators looking to foster a culture of evidence-based management.

3. Higher Education Benchmarking: Tools and Techniques for Institutional Improvement
This title delves into the practical tools and techniques used to benchmark higher education
institutions against their peers. It discusses key performance indicators, data collection methods,
and the interpretation of benchmarking results. Readers gain insights into setting realistic goals and
measuring progress over time.



4. Quality Assurance and Benchmarking in Universities
The book examines the intersection of quality assurance processes and benchmarking practices in
higher education. It highlights how benchmarking data supports accreditation efforts and
continuous quality improvement. Through examples, it demonstrates how universities maintain
standards and enhance their competitive positioning.

5. Using Benchmarking Data to Enhance Student Success
Concentrating on student outcomes, this book explores how benchmarking data can identify gaps
and opportunities for improving retention, graduation rates, and overall student experience. It
provides methodologies for collecting and analyzing relevant data, as well as strategies for
implementing targeted interventions.

6. Benchmarking Academic Programs: Strategies for Curriculum and Faculty Development
This book focuses on using benchmarking data to evaluate and improve academic programs and
faculty performance. It covers comparative analysis techniques, curriculum mapping, and faculty
workload assessments. The content is aimed at academic leaders seeking to foster program
excellence through data-informed decisions.

7. Institutional Benchmarking and Strategic Planning in Higher Education
This title integrates the concepts of benchmarking and strategic planning, illustrating how data
benchmarking informs long-term institutional goals. It offers frameworks for aligning benchmarking
initiatives with mission statements and resource allocation. The book also discusses stakeholder
engagement in the benchmarking process.

8. Global Perspectives on Benchmarking in Higher Education
Offering an international viewpoint, this book compares benchmarking practices across different
countries and educational systems. It highlights cultural and policy differences that impact
benchmarking approaches and data interpretation. The text is beneficial for institutions aiming to
participate in global benchmarking consortia.

9. Analytics and Benchmarking in Higher Education: Leveraging Data for Competitive Advantage
This book explores advanced analytics techniques applied to benchmarking data in higher education.
It covers predictive analytics, data visualization, and the use of big data to gain insights into
institutional performance. Readers learn how to transform raw data into actionable strategies that
enhance institutional competitiveness.
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to meet the increased competition and the higher demand for accountability faced by institutions of
higher education and the development of benchmarking by the Xerox Corporation in the 1980s. The
second chapter presents various definitions of benchmarking, an ongoing, systematic process for
measuring and comparing the work processes of different organizations by bringing an external
focus to internal activities and functions. An overview of benchmarking identifies a four-step
benchmarking process model that includes (1) planning the study, (2) conducting the research, (3)
analyzing the data, and (4) adapting the findings to the home institution. Four kinds of
benchmarking are identified and discussed: internal, competitive, functional/industry, and generic.
The third chapter reviews the current uses of benchmarking in higher education, as undertaken by
such organizations as the National Association of College and University Business Offices; the
Association for Continuing Higher Education, the Graduate Management Admission
Council/Educational Benchmarking, Inc., and independent institutions. The final chapter gives
detailed recommendations and outlines a procedure for institutions interested in undertaking a
benchmarking study. (Contains approximately 115 references.) (PRW).
  benchmarking data in higher education: Benchmarking in Institutional Research Gary D.
Levy, Nicolas A. Valcik, 2012-12-21 While the term benchmarking is commonplace nowadays in
institutional research and higher education, less common, is a solid understanding of what it really
means and how it has been, and can be, used effectively. This volume begins by defining
benchmarking as “a strategic and structured approach whereby an organization compares aspects of
its processes and/or outcomes to those of another organization or set of organizations to identify
opportunities for improvement.” Building on this definition, the chapters provide a brief history of
the evolution and emergence of benchmarking in general and in higher education in particular. The
authors apply benchmarking to: Enrollment management and student success Institutional
effectiveness The potential economic impact of higher education institutions on their host
communities. They look at the use of national external survey data in institutional benchmarking and
selection of peer institutions, introduce multivariate statistical methodologies for guiding that
selection, and consider a novel application of baseball sabermetric methods. The volume offers a
solid starting point for those new to benchmarking in higher education and provides examples of
current best practices and prospective new directions. This is the 156th volume of this Jossey-Bass
series. Always timely and comprehensive, New Directions for Institutional Research provides
planners and administrators in all types of academic institutions with guidelines in such areas as
resource coordination, information analysis, program evaluation, and institutional management.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Benchmarking in Higher Education Jeffrey W.
Alstete, 1996-06-13 This report concerns the use of benchmarking as a strategy for assessing and
improving efficiency and productivity of administrative processes and instructional models in
colleges and universities. The introductory chapter addresses the need for new tools and strategies
to meet the increased competition and the higher demand for accountability faced by institutions of
higher education and the development of benchmarking by the Xerox Corporation in the 1980s. The
second chapter presents various definitions of benchmarking, an ongoing, systematic process for
measuring and comparing the work processes of different organizations by bringing an external
focus to internal activities and functions. An overview of benchmarking identifies a four-step
benchmarking process model that includes (1) planning the study, (2) conducting the research, (3)
analyzing the data, and (4) adapting the findings to the home institution. Four kinds of
benchmarking are identified and discussed: internal, competitive, functional/industry, and generic.
The third chapter reviews the current uses of benchmarking in higher education, as undertaken by
such organizations as the National Association of College and University Business Offices; the
Association for Continuing Higher Education, the Graduate Management Admission
Council/Educational Benchmarking, Inc., and independent institutions. The final chapter gives
detailed recommendations and outlines a procedure for institutions interested in undertaking a
benchmarking study. (Contains approximately 115 references.) (PRW).
  benchmarking data in higher education: Higher Education Strategy and Planning Tony



Strike, 2017-07-14 Higher Education Strategy and Planning is an indispensable guide for academic
leaders, scholars, strategic planners and postgraduate students, particularly aimed at those who
work in strategy and planning roles and leaders who need to plan and work with planners. The book
is produced with the support of HESPA (the Higher Education Strategic Planners Association) and
draws together experts from across the sector. Split into five parts, it covers context and positioning,
integrated planning, centrality, co-ordination and cnnection, analytical capacity and capability, and
insight and information.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Higher Education Outcomes Assessment for
the Twenty-First Century Peter Hernon, Robert E. Dugan, Candy Schwartz, 2013-05-09 This book
discusses recent trends in outcomes assessment, examines how state governments are reshaping the
national discussion with higher education, and explains how libraries must respond to these
changes. Higher Education Outcomes Assessment for the Twenty-first Century focuses on recent
developments in outcomes assessment, especially from the perspectives of the federal government
and state governments, as well as foundations concerned about the state of higher education. The
authors identify the significant changes that these stakeholders call for—information that academic
librarians and anyone following outcomes assessment need to be aware of—and interpret the
discussions to identify implications for libraries. Building upon the foundation of knowledge
presented in the previous two Libraries Unlimited Outcomes Assessment in Higher Education titles,
this book provides readers with up-to-date coverage of topics such as the emerging metrics used to
define student and institutional success; the increased importance of accountability and the need to
compare and assess the performance of programs and institutions rather than individual courses;
and the shift in prioritizing student outcomes over student learning outcomes. The authors also
spotlight the critical need for libraries to fit their role within the national discussion and suggest
ways in which library managers and directors can play a role in redirecting the discussion to their
benefit.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Survey of Assessment Practices in Higher
Education , 2008 Of main findings -- Departmental assessment -- Standardized testing -- Assessment
office -- Student assessment of instuctors -- Evaluation of adjunct faculty -- Faculty involvement in
assessment -- Tutoring -- Assessing student services -- Assessment environment -- Curriculum
changes -- Use of benchmarking data -- Use of consultants and services -- Post graduation
assessment -- Assessing assessment.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Institutional Research and Planning in Higher
Education Karen L. Webber, Angel J. Calderon, 2015-03-12 Globalization, demographic shifts,
increase in student enrollments, rapid technological transformation, and market-driven
environments are altering the way higher education operates today. Institutional Research and
Planning in Higher Education explores the impact of these changes on decision support and the
nature of institutional research in higher education. Bringing together a diverse set of global
contributors, this volume covers contemporary thinking on the practices of academic planning and
its impact on key issues such as access, institutional accountability, quality assurance, educational
policy priorities, and the development of higher education data systems.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Handbook on Measurement, Assessment, and
Evaluation in Higher Education Charles Secolsky, D. Brian Denison, 2017-07-31 In this valuable
resource, well-known scholars present a detailed understanding of contemporary theories and
practices in the fields of measurement, assessment, and evaluation, with guidance on how to apply
these ideas for the benefit of students and institutions. Bringing together terminology, analytical
perspectives, and methodological advances, this second edition facilitates informed decision-making
while connecting the latest thinking in these methodological areas with actual practice in higher
education. This research handbook provides higher education administrators, student affairs
personnel, institutional researchers, and faculty with an integrated volume of theory, method, and
application.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Planning and Assessment in Higher Education



Michael F. Middaugh, 2011-01-25 PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION
Demonstrating Institutional Effectiveness In this era of increasing pressure on higher education
institutions for accountability, Planning and Assessment in Higher Education is an essential resource
for college and university leaders and staff charged with the task of providing evidence of
institutional effectiveness. Michael F. Middaugh, a noted expert in the field, shows how colleges and
universities can successfully measure student learning and institutional effectiveness and use these
results to create more efficient communications with both internal and external constituencies as
well as promote institutional effectiveness to support student learning. How can the assessment of
institutional effectiveness be used to provide a solid foundation for planning? Middaugh has crafted
a comprehensive, practical guide that also explains what accrediting agencies really want and need
to know about these topics. Elizabeth H. Sibolski, executive vice president, Middle States
Commission on Higher Education Only Michael Middaugh, the unquestioned national leader in this
field, could write such a lucid overview of how to make institutional assessment and planning really
work as a tool rather than as a tedious requirement. He helped invent and shape the focus of
national assessment rubrics and now offers his insights into how to make them work for your
institution. John C. Cavanaugh, chancellor, Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education
Middaugh provides extremely helpful and practical guidance and insights on how colleges and
universities can use assessment tools and frameworks to improve both academic programs and
administrative operations. A valuable and timely book for all higher education leaders. James P.
Honan, senior lecturer on education, Harvard Graduate School of Education
  benchmarking data in higher education: Re-Imagining Christian Higher Education
Laurie Schreiner, 2018-12-07 Re-Imagining Christian Higher Education takes a fresh and critical
look at the challenges facing Christian colleges and universities and provides concrete
recommendations for university leaders, faculty, and staff to implement in their daily work. Chapters
in this book address leadership and diversity challenges, issues of affordability and sustainability,
and ways of maintaining the distinguishing features of a Christ-centered liberal arts education. A
vivid and compelling picture of the Christian university of the future is painted by these authors as
they highlight the importance of embracing our Christian identity while being willing to engage a
pluralistic and fragmented world. Firmly rooted in a missional identity of faithful learning that is
committed to the intellectual, personal, and spiritual development of our students, Christian colleges
and universities are encouraged to reclaim and revitalize the breadth and depth of the Christian
tradition in order to move forward. The chapters in this book were originally published as a special
issue of Christian Higher Education.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Higher Education: Handbook of Theory and
Research John C. Smart, 2007-05-16 Published annually since 1985, the Handbook series provides a
compendium of thorough and integrative literature reviews on a diverse array of topics of interest to
the higher education scholarly and policy communities. Each chapter provides a comprehensive
review of research findings on a selected topic, critiques the research literature in terms of its
conceptual and methodological rigor, and sets forth an agenda for future research intended to
advance knowledge on the chosen topic. The Handbook focuses on twelve general areas that
encompass the salient dimensions of scholarly and policy inquiries undertaken in the international
higher education community. The series is fortunate to have attracted annual contributions from
distinguished scholars throughout the world.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Higher Education: Handbook of Theory and
Research Michael B. Paulsen, 2015-01-12 Published annually since 1985, the Handbook series
provides a compendium of thorough and integrative literature reviews on a diverse array of topics of
interest to the higher education scholarly and policy communities. Each chapter provides a
comprehensive review of research findings on a selected topic, critiques the research literature in
terms of its conceptual and methodological rigor and sets forth an agenda for future research
intended to advance knowledge on the chosen topic. The Handbook focuses on a comprehensive set
of central areas of study in higher education that encompasses the salient dimensions of scholarly



and policy inquiries undertaken in the international higher education community. Each annual
volume contains chapters on such diverse topics as research on college students and faculty,
organization and administration, curriculum and instruction, policy, diversity issues, economics and
finance, history and philosophy, community colleges, advances in research methodology and more.
The series is fortunate to have attracted annual contributions from distinguished scholars
throughout the world.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Training College Students in Information Literacy ,
2003
  benchmarking data in higher education: Burden or Benefit: External Data Reporting Kristina
Powers, Angela E. Henderson, 2016-01-20 Blazing new trails in the area of reporting and
transparency? Required and voluntary reporting of student data to external agencies has increased
in volume, quantity, and complexity, and understanding the scope of reporting requirements and the
associated burden is critical to higher education practitioners. This volume focuses on new
directions in institutional reporting--and the associated burden. The convergence of increased
reporting coupled with the demand to be more efficient with resources in a saturated and
competitive higher education market make this a timely and needed volume for higher education
administrators. This is the 166th volume of this Jossey-Bass quarterly report series. Timely and
comprehensive, New Directions for Institutional Research provides planners and administrators in
all types of academic institutions with guidelines in such areas as resource coordination, information
analysis, program evaluation, and institutional management.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Building Capacity in Institutional Research
and Decision Support in Higher Education Karen L. Webber, 2018-01-31 This book examines the
relevant roles, skills and knowledge needed to build the institutional research capacity across the
higher education sector globally. The information contained herein will inform IR practitioners,
senior level institution officials, and higher education scholars. With a focus on building the capacity
of the IR profession, this book’s primary audiences include senior leaders who wish to introduce or
strengthen their understanding for effective decision support and staff members who are currently
in decision support units and those who wish to serve in this capacity. However, this book also offers
detail on the decision support function to higher education scholars who seek to better address how
data can inform policy and planning in higher education. Through a broad discussion about the roles
and skills of the practitioners, this book will also enumerate the ways in which decision support
practitioners can be valued contributors in shaping the future decisions and direction of specific
institutions and higher education broadly.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Survey of Academic Library Use of Instructional
Technology , 2008 Survey of academic libraries, chiefly in the United States and Canada, on their
use of classroom response systems (clickers); whiteboards, tablets, and other presentation aids;
internet technologies such as instant messaging, blogs, wikis, podcasting, photo sharing, online
simulations/tutorials, virtual classroom/reality software, virtual reference software, and course
management systems; instructional budgets; instructional computer labs; and instructional
furniture.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Differentiating the Higher Education System of
Ethiopia Adula Bekele Hunde, Ephrem Tekle Yacob, Genene Abebe Tadesse, Kiros Guesh, Mekasha
Kassaye Gobaw, Nigussie Dechassa, Tesfaye Muhiye Endris, Tesfaye Negewo, Yemataw Wondie,
2023-01-04 The Government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia commissioned a
national study to review the overall education system of Ethiopia in 2016 that resulted in the
Education and Training Roadmap outlining the unwavering commitment towards transformative
changes in the national education system. Among the various areas identified in the Roadmap for
further intervention and urgent policy shift was the dire need to differentiate the public
universities—which for ages have stagnated from disciplinary and mission redundancy—and
transform them to vibrant 21st century dynamic universities endowed with missions commensurate
with the critical needs of the country.



  benchmarking data in higher education: Research Handbook on University Rankings
Hazelkorn, Ellen, Mihut, Georgiana, 2021-12-10 Gathering unique and thoughtful contributions from
leading international scholars, this timely Research Handbook offers diverse perspectives on
university rankings twenty years after the first global rankings emerged. It presents an in-depth
analysis that reflects the current state of research on rankings, their influence and impact.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Benchmarking and Threshold Standards in Higher
Education Michael Armstrong, Sally Brown, Helen Smith, 2014-05-12 The specification of standards
in higher education has long been the subject of international debate. This text covers the rationales,
operational issues and perspectives on benchmarking and standards from international viewpoints.
  benchmarking data in higher education: Regulating financial stability in higher
education Great Britain: Parliament: House of Commons: Committee of Public Accounts,
2011-06-07 Over the last five years student numbers and income have grown annually by 2 per cent
and 6 per cent respectively. As the sector has begun the transition to a new system of funding in
which Funding Council grants to institutions will be replaced by higher tuition fees the Higher
Education Funding Council's role in the allocation of funds & influence will diminish. The
Department for Education will need to provide new powers for the Funding Council to regulate these
institutions and the Funding Council must monitor risks as they emerge and respond quickly. All the
indications are that more institutions will charge significantly higher fees than was anticipated by
the Department. The Office for Fair Access has yet to agree the measures universities will adopt to
widen participation where the proposed fees are above the £6000 level. However it is likely that a
significant funding gap of hundreds of millions of pounds for the taxpayer will occur. The Funding
Council also has a responsibility for promoting value for money, although it does not assess the value
for money of institutions. In future, prospective students will need better information to make an
informed choice about where they will study, including comparable information on the financial
health of, and value for money provided by, individual institutions. The Funding Council does not
normally publish the names of institutions it judges to be at financial risk, so as to protect them
while they are in recovery. Now that students are required to make a substantial financial
investment in their degree, the Funding Council needs to strike a suitable balance between the
interests of institutions and those of prospective students
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