ben carson on education

ben carson on education represents a significant perspective from one of
America’s most prominent figures in both the medical and political arenas.
Ben Carson, a renowned neurosurgeon and former Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development, has articulated distinct views on the American education system,
emphasizing reform, parental choice, and core academic excellence. His
approach intertwines his personal experiences growing up in a challenging
environment with his belief in discipline, character building, and the power
of education to transform lives. This article delves into Ben Carson’s
philosophy on education, his policy proposals, and the impact of his ideas on
contemporary educational debates. Through exploring his views on school
choice, curriculum standards, and education funding, readers will gain
insight into a vision aimed at revitalizing learning in the United States.

e Ben Carson’s Educational Philosophy

e Advocacy for School Choice and Charter Schools

e Views on Curriculum and Academic Standards

e Perspectives on Discipline and Character Education

e Approach to Education Funding and Policy

Ben Carson’s Educational Philosophy

Ben Carson on education is deeply rooted in a philosophy that wvalues
discipline, hard work, and the transformative power of knowledge. His own
life story—from a struggling student in Detroit to a world-renowned
neurosurgeon—serves as a testament to his belief in the potential of
education to overcome adversity. Carson advocates for an education system
that fosters intellectual curiosity, critical thinking, and a strong moral
foundation.

He emphasizes the importance of high expectations and accountability for both
students and educators. According to Carson, education should not only impart
academic knowledge but also develop character traits such as perseverance,
respect, and responsibility. His philosophy underscores that success in
education is closely linked to a supportive environment that encourages
students to reach their full potential.

Influence of Personal Experience

Carson’s educational views are heavily influenced by his upbringing in a
single-parent household with limited resources. Despite these challenges, his
mother’s insistence on reading and education shaped his academic success.
This personal narrative reinforces his advocacy for parental involvement and
the necessity of creating opportunities for disadvantaged youth through
education reform.



Emphasis on Academic Excellence

Central to Ben Carson on education is the insistence on rigorous academic
standards. He believes that a solid foundation in reading, mathematics, and
science is critical for preparing students for the demands of the modern
workforce and higher education. Carson supports curricula that challenge
students and equip them with essential skills to compete globally.

Advocacy for School Choice and Charter Schools

One of the hallmark positions of Ben Carson on education is his strong
support for school choice, including charter schools and voucher programs. He
argues that providing parents with the ability to select the best educational
environment fosters competition and drives improvements across the public
school system.

Carson views school choice as a mechanism to empower families, especially
those in underperforming districts, enabling them to escape failing schools
and access quality education. This stance aligns with his broader vision of
decentralizing education control and increasing accountability at the local
level.

Benefits of Charter Schools

Carson highlights the role of charter schools in offering innovative teaching
methods and specialized programs tailored to student needs. He believes that
these schools can serve as incubators for new educational approaches that
traditional public schools may struggle to implement.

Voucher Programs and Parental Empowerment

Ben Carson supports voucher programs that allow public funding to follow
students to private or parochial schools. This policy aims to give low-income
families the same educational opportunities as wealthier families, promoting
equity and choice.

e Increased access to diverse educational settings
e Promotion of healthy competition among schools
e Encouragement of innovation and effectiveness in teaching

e Greater parental involvement in school selection

Views on Curriculum and Academic Standards

Ben Carson on education advocates for a curriculum that prioritizes core
academic disciplines and minimizes distractions from the primary goal of
learning. He emphasizes the need for a clear focus on literacy, mathematics,
science, and history, ensuring that students build a robust knowledge base.

Carson is critical of curricula that, in his view, dilute essential content



with excessive political or social agendas. He supports curriculum standards
that are consistent, measurable, and designed to prepare students for college
and career readiness.

Core Curriculum Focus

According to Carson, a strong core curriculum serves as the backbone of
effective education. He stresses the significance of early reading
proficiency and numeracy skills as prerequisites for success in more advanced
subjects. This approach is intended to reduce achievement gaps and promote
equal opportunity.

Standardized Testing and Accountability

Carson views standardized testing as a necessary tool to assess student
progress and hold schools accountable. He believes that data-driven
evaluation helps identify areas needing improvement and incentivizes schools
to maintain high standards.

Perspectives on Discipline and Character
Education

Discipline and character development are integral components of Ben Carson on
education. He argues that without a respectful and orderly environment,
academic achievement becomes difficult. Carson supports policies that promote
discipline, respect for authority, and personal responsibility in schools.

Character education, including traits such as honesty, integrity, and
perseverance, 1is seen as essential for preparing students not only
academically but also as responsible citizens. Carson believes that schools
should collaborate with families to instill these values.

Importance of School Discipline

Carson advocates for clear disciplinary policies that maintain classroom
order and reduce disruptions. He asserts that a disciplined environment
allows teachers to teach effectively and students to learn without
distractions.

Integrating Character Education

Ben Carson encourages schools to incorporate character education programs
that emphasize moral development alongside academics. This holistic approach
aims to prepare students for life challenges beyond the classroom.

Approach to Education Funding and Policy

Ben Carson on education includes a pragmatic stance on funding, emphasizing
efficiency and targeted investment rather than blanket increases. He supports



reallocating resources to maximize impact, especially towards programs that
demonstrate measurable success.

Carson also advocates for reducing federal overreach in education, favoring
state and local control to tailor policies to community needs. He believes
that decentralization fosters innovation and responsiveness in the education
sector.

Efficient Use of Education Funds

Carson stresses the importance of directing funds toward initiatives that
enhance student outcomes, such as teacher training, technology integration,
and school choice programs. He warns against wasteful spending that fails to
produce tangible improvements.

Decentralization and Local Control

Ben Carson supports shifting decision-making power from the federal
government to states and local districts. This approach is intended to
increase accountability and enable customized solutions reflecting diverse
educational contexts.

1. Empower local education authorities
2. Encourage community involvement
3. Promote innovative educational models

4. Reduce bureaucratic inefficiencies

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Ben Carson's overall philosophy on education?

Ben Carson advocates for school choice, emphasizing the importance of charter
schools and vouchers to improve educational opportunities for all children,
particularly those in underserved communities.

Has Ben Carson proposed any specific education
reforms?

Yes, Ben Carson has supported reforms that increase parental control over
education, promote STEM education, and reduce federal involvement in local
school decisions to foster innovation and accountability.

What role does Ben Carson believe technology should
play in education?

Ben Carson believes technology is a vital tool in modern education, helping
to personalize learning and provide students with access to a broader range



of resources and learning opportunities.

How does Ben Carson view the impact of federal
government in education?

Ben Carson has expressed that the federal government should have a limited
role in education, arguing that local and state authorities, along with
parents, are better positioned to make decisions that suit their communities'
needs.

What are Ben Carson's views on education for
disadvantaged students?

Ben Carson strongly supports initiatives that give disadvantaged students
greater access to quality education through school choice programs,
scholarships, and targeted support to close achievement gaps.

Additional Resources

1. Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story

This autobiography chronicles the life of Ben Carson, from his challenging
childhood in Detroit to becoming a world-renowned neurosurgeon. The book
highlights the importance of education, determination, and faith in
overcoming obstacles. It serves as an inspirational story for students and
educators alike, emphasizing the transformative power of learning.

2. Think Big: Unleashing Your Potential for Excellence

In this motivational book, Ben Carson encourages readers to dream big and
strive for excellence in every aspect of life, especially education. He
shares personal anecdotes and practical advice on goal-setting, discipline,
and perseverance. The book aims to inspire students to take charge of their
education and reach their full potential.

3. One Nation: What We Can All Do to Save America's Future

Ben Carson discusses the role of education in shaping the future of America.
He addresses systemic challenges and proposes solutions to improve
educational opportunities for all children. The book advocates for parental
involvement, school choice, and character development as key components of
educational reform.

4. Take the Risk: Learning to Identify, Choose, and Live with Acceptable Risk
This book explores the concept of risk-taking in education and life,
encouraging readers to embrace challenges as learning opportunities. Ben
Carson draws from his own experiences to illustrate how calculated risks can
lead to personal growth and success. It is a valuable resource for students
and educators looking to foster resilience and courage.

5. Think Big for Your Career: 10 Steps to Putting Your Talent to Work
Focused on career development, this book provides guidance on how education
can be leveraged to achieve professional success. Ben Carson outlines steps
for identifying talents, setting goals, and overcoming obstacles in the
workplace. The book is particularly useful for students preparing to
transition from education to their careers.

6. Ben Carson: A Life in Education and Medicine
This biography offers an in-depth look at Ben Carson’s contributions to both



education and medicine. It highlights his commitment to mentoring young
people and advocating for educational excellence. The book provides insights
into how his medical career has influenced his views on education policy.

7. Education and Excellence: Lessons from Ben Carson's Journey

A collection of essays and speeches by Ben Carson focusing on the values of
hard work, discipline, and education. The book emphasizes the importance of
cultivating a strong moral foundation alongside academic achievement. It
serves as a guide for educators and students aiming to achieve excellence.

8. From the Operating Room to the Classroom: Ben Carson’s Educational Vision
This book explores Ben Carson’s perspective on education reform, drawing
parallels between the precision required in surgery and the structure needed
in education systems. It discusses innovative approaches to teaching and
learning that can help students succeed. The book is a call to action for
educators to adopt high standards and accountability.

9. Leading with Purpose: Ben Carson’s Approach to Education Leadership
Focusing on leadership in education, this book outlines Ben Carson’s
philosophy on guiding schools and educational organizations. It highlights
the importance of vision, integrity, and community involvement in fostering
effective learning environments. The book is aimed at educational leaders
seeking to make a positive impact.
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ben carson on education: Gifted Hands Gregg Lewis, Deborah Shaw Lewis, 2009 In this
special Johnson & Johnson TNT movie tie-in edition, kids will read how Ben Carson, an
African-American, was able to accomplish his dream through faith and determination. Includes
photographs of Ben and his family growing up with a special 8-page color photo section of movie and
behind-the-scene images.

ben carson on education: Explore More Joanne C. Wachter, Quarasan, 2004-05

ben carson on education: Crisis in the Classroom Benjamin Carson, Benjamin Crump,
Armstrong Williams, 2022-11-15 Individuals from Vastly Different Political Perspectives Agree That
There Is a Crisis in Education Education is the foundation of every nation's success or failure; it
produces upstanding citizens, lifts people out of poverty, and catalyzes change. Crisis in the
Classroom is full of captivating, insightful essays by renowned Civil Rights attorney Ben Crump;
neurosurgeon and former Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development Dr. Ben
Carson; and serial entrepreneur and media personality Armstrong Williams that expose the harsh
realities of the current state of education in the United States and its repercussions on underserved
and marginalized communities. Crisis in the Classroom presents the unvarnished realities of poor
educational outcomes, a topic that is frequently missing from the headlines, and how these have led
communities and generations of future leaders to descend into poverty and devastation. Crisis in the
Classroom demonstrates that when the education of our children is jeopardized, so are our families,
communities, and nation. Despite the grim realities depicted in Crisis in the Classroom, the authors
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show us that faith and unity, paired with an apolitical, solution-based approached to the education
crisis, can provide hope for a brighter future.

ben carson on education: Thinking Comprehensively About Education Ezekiel Dixon-Roman,
Edmund W. Gordon, 2012-05-16 While much is known about the critical importance of educative
experiences outside of school, little is known about the social systems, community programs, and
everyday practices that can facilitate learning outside of the classroom. Thinking Comprehensively
About Education sheds much-needed light on those systems, programs, and practices;
conceptualizing education more broadly through a nuanced exploration of: the various spaces where
education occurs; the non-dominant practices and possibilities of those spaces; the possibilities of
enabling social systems, institutions, and programs of comprehensive education. This original edited
collection identifies and describes the resources that enable optimal human learning and
development, and offers a public policy framework that can enable a truly comprehensive
educational system. Thinking Comprehensively About Education is a must-read for faculty, students,
policy analysts, and policymakers.

ben carson on education: Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and
Related Agencies Appropriations for 2007 United States. Congress. House. Committee on
Appropriations. Subcommittee on the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies, 2006

ben carson on education: About Learning and Education Dr. Dawlat Bishara, Dr. Safwat
Bishara, 2015-08-26 Developed societies have world-class healthcare and good education. Both
command a good portion of the budget and public interest. America has healthcare services that are
the envy of the world. But education has been suffering over the past few decades as evidenced by
our childrens low scores on the international PISA Test when compared with other industrialized
nations in math, science, and reading. Many blamed lack of funding, poverty, and minority students.
Education powerhouses, Finland and Korea, regularly recruited their teachers from the top of their
graduating class. Students were serious and studied hard; their parents were cognizant of the
significance of education and set high expectations for their children. The society respected the
teaching profession. Children were aware of their teachers achievements; they were respectful and
spared no effort to learn.

ben carson on education: Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and
Related Agencies Appropriations for 2007: Testimony of members of Congress and other interested
individuals and organizations United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations.
Subcommittee on the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related
Agencies, 2006

ben carson on education: COMMUNICATION IN EDUCATION: A HANDBOOK FOR
TEACHERS Ruth K.B. Oji, Communication in education : A Handbook for teachers is written to
improve communication in the classroom and achieve education goals. Several experienced authors
who are also educators have written from their wealth of experience on issues such as the classroom
communication, communication barriers in the classroom speaking skills to enhance communication,
questioning tools for effective communication, the teacher as a mentor, leadership skills that
optimise teachers performances, teacher-parent communication skills, library skills to enhance
reading and studying , healing dyslexia using library information intervention services, best
approach for teaching mathematics, communication techniques for teaching mathematics,
communication techniques for teaching mathematics, communication techniques for teaching
students with learning difficulties, use of humour to teach language skills, and non-verbal skills that
enhance communication.

ben carson on education: What Makes People Rich and Nations Powerful ,

ben carson on education: Dr. Ben Carson from Setbacks to Success Quarasan, 2004-04-01

ben carson on education: Superdiversity and Teacher Education Guofang Li, Jim Anderson,
Jan Hare, Marianne McTavish, 2021-03-30 This edited volume addresses the pressing imperative to
understand and attend to the needs of the fast-growing population of minority students who are




increasingly considered superdiverse in their cultural, linguistic, and racial backgrounds.
Superdiverse learners—including native-born learners (Indigenous and immigrant families),
foreign-born immigrant students, and refugees—may fill multiple categories of diversity at once.
This volume helps pre- and in-service teachers and teacher educators to move beyond the
demographic backgrounds of superdiverse learners to consider not only their ways of being,
motivations, and social processes, but also the ongoing systemic issues of marginalization and
inequity that confront these learners. Challenging existing teaching and learning paradigms in the
K-12 North American context, this volume provides new methods and examples for supporting
superdiverse learners in a range of settings. Organized around different conceptual underpinnings
of superdiversity, contributors identify the knowledge gaps and effective practices in engaging
superdiverse learners, families and communities. With cutting-edge research on this growing topic,
this text will appeal to researchers, scholars, educators, and graduate students in multilingual
education, literacy education, teacher education, and international education.

ben carson on education: Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and
Related Agencies Appropriations for 2002 United States. Congress. House. Committee on
Appropriations. Subcommittee on the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies, 2001

ben carson on education: Achievement Matters: Getting Your Child The Best Education
Possible Hugh B. Price, 2014-06-01 Inspiring stories, practical tips and expert advice. —Ebony
Inspiring stories and practical tips urge parents and caregivers to unlock their children's potential.
—Library Journal A much-needed resource that will enable parents to become partners in their
children's academic success. Read it and tell others to read it. —Marian Wright Edelman, Founder,
Children's Defense Fund There's a crisis in our classrooms. In school districts across the country,
children of color earn sub-par test scores, and are frequently relegated to less challenging classes.
Low achievement will doom our children to a future far beneath their capabilities—unless we do
something about it. In this updated edition of Achievement Matters, Hugh B. Price, the former
President of the National Urban League, shows you how to help your child succeed, and make
America's public schools accountable. A vital resource for parents and caregivers, here are practical
tips for improving children's literacy and achievement levels while instilling a lifelong enthusiasm for
education. Price explains how to make sure your child isn't missing out on essential courses,
recommends proven techniques for cutting through bureaucracy to create an environment
conducive to learning, and shares insightful personal stories. From using the latest technology to
providing after-school and summer programs to give our youth direction and keep them away from
drugs and violence, this book offers real tools for making a powerful, positive impact and guiding
your child to the brightest possible future. A noteworthy effort to improve parental involvement,
student motivation, and institutional accountability. —Kweisi Mfume, former President and CEO,
NAACP 66,870 Words

ben carson on education: All I Ever Wanted to Know about Donald Trump I Learned
From His Tweets , 2017-09-19 We had to figure that by electing a decidedly non-career-politician,
that things would be... different. But is this any way to run a country? Many opinions have been
shared about Donald Trump, but we can learn so much more about the man via what he himself says
- in 140 characters or less. Trump has tweeted nearly 35,000 times since launching
@realDonaldTrump in March 2009, commenting on everything from immigration to policy climate
change to even pop culture. As President, Trump tweets without ceasing, sometimes a dozen times a
day, seemingly during important events and meetings. Apparently he believes that twitter is an
effective tool for him to drive his agenda. But it’s one thing to be a brash, bold, and outspoken,
maverick businessman, it’s quite another when the leader of the most powerful country in the world
is talking politics as stream of consciousness.

ben carson on education: Special Populations in Gifted Education Jaime A. Castellano,
Andrea Dawn Frazier, 2021-09-23 A gifted education Legacy Award winner, Special Populations in
Gifted Education: Understanding Our Most Able Students From Diverse Backgrounds brings



together the leading experts in the field, who combine both knowledge of and leadership experience
with gifted students from diverse backgrounds. Public schools are as diverse as ever, and as a result,
historically underrepresented students need to be included in gifted education programs that serve
our most able students. This edited book helps to raise the awareness level and knowledge base of
all educators, particularly teachers of the gifted, who work with a kaleidoscope of special
populations in gifted education. Chapters in this volume focus on topics such as gifted education in
rural environments, highly gifted learners, twice-exceptional children, gifted females, gifted and
talented students on the autism spectrum, English language learners, underachievement, and
students from culturally or linguistically diverse backgrounds. Special Populations in Gifted
Education is a must-have for educators working with students from diverse backgrounds.

ben carson on education: Black Men in the Academy Brian L. McGowan, Robert T. Palmer,
J. Luke Wood, David F. Hibbler, Jr., 2016-01-26 Using an anti-deficit approach, Black Men in the
Academy explores narratives of resiliency, success, and achievement for black men in the academy.
This book is an important text for scholars interested in promoting success in education for
underrepresented minorities.

ben carson on education: One Nation: What We Can All Do to Save America's Future -
101 Amazing Facts You Didn't Know G Whiz, 2014-07-30 What are the amazing facts of One
Nation: What We Can All Do to Save America's Future by Ben Carson M.D. and Candy Carson? Do
you want to know the golden nuggets of facts readers love? If you've enjoyed the book, then this will
be a must read delight for you! Collected for readers everywhere are 101 book facts about the book
& author that are fun, down-to-earth, and amazingly true to keep you laughing and learning as you
read through the book! Tips & Tricks to Enhance Reading Experience ¢ Enter G Whiz after your
favorite title to see if publication exists! ie) Eleanor & Park G Whiz * Enter G Whiz 101 to search for
entire catalogue! * Tell us what title you want next! « Combine your favorite titles to receive bundle
coupons! * Submit a review and hop on the Wall of Contributors! “Get ready for fun, down-to-earth,
and amazing facts that keep you laughing & learning! - G Whiz DISCLAIMER: This work is a
derivative work not to be confused with the original title. It is a collection of facts from reputable
sources generally known to the public with source URLs for further reading and enjoyment. It is
unofficial and unaffiliated with respective parties of the original title in any way. Due to the nature of
research, no content shall be deemed authoritative nor used for citation purposes. Refined and
tested for quality, we provide a 100% satisfaction guarantee or your money back.

ben carson on education: Saving Students from a Shattered System Eldon 'Cap' Lee, Mary
Gale Budzisz, 2010-01-16 Based on real experiences of those in the trenches, this book describes a
new delivery system of education designed to allow all students to succeed with the help of teachers
who are led by their passion to do what is right for students. Lee and Budsisz take the reader
step-by-step through not only what is wrong with the system of education and what must be changed
for education but what the school of the future must look like. Education's goal should be to make
sure that students do more than maintain an existence in their adult lives they must flourish, living
life to the fullest. This detailed plan leaves no stone unturned in providing the tools to build a quality
education program for all.

ben carson on education: Raising Sons of Promise Roland C. Warren, 2021-12-07 As a
single mother, you might find yourself in the difficult position of raising sons alone, wounded by the
broken promises of your child's father. But God offers a greater promise to you and your family.
Roland Warren, himself the child of a single mother, invites you on a journey to heal your heart and
parent your boys to become healthy men, good husbands, and strong fathers.

ben carson on education: Pursuing Excellence for the Glory of God Keith A. Currivean,
2022-01-13 What is education? How and why do educators do what we do? And, in what way can and
ought education be distinctively Christian? These are a few of the probing questions for which this
book seeks answers. Among other contributions, Currivean's book explores a biblical philosophy of
Christian education with unprecedented breadth and depth. To accomplish this objective, it
considers what education is (chapter 1), what philosophy of education is (chapter 2), and what the



ultimate goal of education is (chapter 3). Additionally, this book provides a never-before, Christian
overview of twelve philosophies of education (chapters 4-15). Each of those chapters provides an
introduction of a particular philosophy of education and some of that philosophy's exemplars. Each
of those chapters also contributes a constructive, Christian critique. Chapter 16 highlights a biblical
philosophy of Christian education--featuring some people, some principles, and some priorities for a
biblical philosophy of Christian education, viz. pursuing excellence for the glory of God.
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