ben stiller in arrested development

ben stiller in arrested development represents one of the most memorable celebrity
guest appearances in the cult-favorite TV series "Arrested Development." Known for his
prolific career in film and comedy, Ben Stiller’s involvement in the show added a unique
layer of humor and star power. This article explores the context and significance of Ben
Stiller’s role in "Arrested Development," detailing his character, the episodes in which he
appeared, and how his performance contributed to the series’ overall narrative and
comedic style. Additionally, this comprehensive guide delves into behind-the-scenes
insights, audience reception, and the impact of Stiller’s participation on the show’s
popularity. Whether you are a fan of Ben Stiller or an admirer of "Arrested Development,"
understanding this collaboration offers valuable perspective on the intersection of
Hollywood talent and innovative television comedy.
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Ben Stiller’'s Role in Arrested Development

Ben Stiller in Arrested Development appears as a guest star, bringing his distinctive
comedic style to the series. He portrays the character Tony Wonder, a magician and
illusionist who interacts with the dysfunctional Bluth family. This role, though limited in
screen time, is significant due to the character’s integration into the storyline and the
chemistry with the main cast. Stiller’s portrayal of Tony Wonder is marked by a blend of
charm, wit, and eccentricity, which aligns with the satirical tone of the show. His
involvement demonstrates the show’s ability to attract high-profile actors to enhance its
narrative depth and comedic appeal.

Introduction of Tony Wonder

The character Tony Wonder is introduced as a professional magician with a flair for the
dramatic. His interactions with the Bluth family members, particularly Gob Bluth, create
memorable comedic moments. Stiller’s performance adds authenticity to the character’s
profession, making Tony Wonder a believable yet exaggerated figure within the series’
universe. This role allowed Ben Stiller to showcase his versatility by stepping into a



television comedy setting while maintaining his signature humor.

Significance of the Role

Though a guest role, Tony Wonder’s character serves as a catalyst for several plotlines and
gags throughout the series. Ben Stiller’s participation also underscores the series’
reputation for featuring notable guest stars who contribute meaningfully to the narrative.
Tony Wonder’s presence adds a layer of celebrity intrigue, which resonates with viewers
familiar with Stiller’s work in film and comedy.

Notable Episodes Featuring Ben Stiller

Ben Stiller's appearances as Tony Wonder occur in select episodes of "Arrested
Development," each showcasing his character’s unique traits and interactions with the
Bluth family. These episodes are often cited by fans and critics as highlights of the series
due to Stiller’'s comedic timing and the clever writing surrounding his character.

Episode Overview

¢ "The One Where They Build a House" (Season 2, Episode 8): Tony Wonder is
introduced, displaying his magical skills and beginning his association with Gob Bluth.

* "Sword of Destiny" (Season 3, Episode 7): The episode features Tony Wonder in
a pivotal role, contributing to the ongoing rivalry and antics between Gob and other
characters.

e "The Cabin Show" (Season 4, Episode 8): Tony Wonder makes a return,
reaffirming his place within the Bluth family’s chaotic world and adding new twists to
the storyline.

Memorable Scenes

Some of the most talked-about scenes include Tony Wonder’s magic performances and his
interactions with Gob, which blend slapstick with clever dialogue. These moments highlight
Ben Stiller’'s strengths as a comedic actor and enhance the overall entertainment value of
the episodes.

Character Analysis and Contribution

Understanding Tony Wonder’s character provides insight into Ben Stiller in Arrested
Development as more than just a cameo. Tony Wonder is crafted with distinct personality
traits that serve both the plot and the comedy style of the series.



Personality Traits

e Charismatic and flamboyant, fitting the archetype of a showy magician.
e Sly and competitive, often engaging in one-upmanship with Gob Bluth.
e Resourceful and clever, using magic tricks to manipulate situations.

e Occasionally arrogant, adding comedic tension to his interactions.

Role in the Storyline

Tony Wonder functions as both an ally and a rival to the Bluth family members, particularly
Gob. His character introduces subplots involving magic and deception that parallel the
series’ themes of family dysfunction and personal ambition. As a result, Tony Wonder’s
presence enriches the narrative complexity while maintaining the show’s signature humor.

Behind the Scenes: Casting and Production

The casting of Ben Stiller in Arrested Development was a strategic move that leveraged his
star power and comedic expertise. Insights into the production process reveal the
collaborative nature of the show’s development and the deliberate inclusion of notable
guest stars.

Casting Decisions

Producers sought actors who could seamlessly blend with the ensemble cast while bringing
unique energy to their roles. Ben Stiller’'s reputation for both comedic and dramatic roles
made him an ideal choice for the role of Tony Wonder. His willingness to participate in a
television series known for its sharp writing demonstrated a mutual respect between the
actor and the show’s creators.

Production Challenges and Highlights

Shooting scenes with Ben Stiller involved coordinating schedules and ensuring the
character’s integration was smooth and impactful. The production team emphasized
maintaining the show’s comedic timing and narrative flow, which Stiller contributed to
significantly. Behind-the-scenes anecdotes often highlight Stiller’s professionalism and
ability to adapt to the show’s distinctive style.



Audience and Critical Reception

Ben Stiller in Arrested Development was met with positive reactions from both audiences
and critics. His guest appearances were praised for adding fresh humor and elevating the
quality of the episodes in which he appeared.

Fan Reactions

e Fans appreciated the surprise and excitement of seeing a well-known actor in a
recurring guest role.

e Stiller’s portrayal of Tony Wonder became a fan favorite due to its comedic timing and
memorable scenes.

e Discussions on fan forums and social media often cite his appearances as standout
moments in the series.

Critical Reviews

Television critics highlighted Ben Stiller's contribution as a testament to the show’s ability
to blend guest talent with established characters effectively. Reviews noted that his
performance enhanced the thematic elements of deception and rivalry while fitting
seamlessly into the show’s satirical tone.

Impact on the Series and Pop Culture

The involvement of Ben Stiller in Arrested Development extends beyond individual
episodes, influencing the show’s cultural footprint and its approach to celebrity guest
appearances.

Enhancement of the Series’ Prestige

Including a high-profile actor like Ben Stiller elevated the show’s status within the television
landscape. It demonstrated "Arrested Development’s" appeal to established Hollywood
figures and its reputation for smart, innovative comedy.

Legacy of Tony Wonder

The character of Tony Wonder has become a recognizable part of the "Arrested
Development" universe, often referenced by fans and pop culture commentators. His
inclusion exemplifies the successful integration of celebrity cameos that add depth without
overshadowing the main cast.



Influence on Future Guest Appearances

Ben Stiller’'s role paved the way for subsequent guest stars to take on similarly memorable
characters, reinforcing the show’s model of blending celebrity talent with sharp writing to
create lasting comedic impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who does Ben Stiller play in Arrested Development?

Ben Stiller guest stars as Tony Wonder, a magician and rival to Gob Bluth, in Arrested
Development.

In which season of Arrested Development does Ben
Stiller appear?

Ben Stiller appears in Season 3 of Arrested Development.

What is the significance of Ben Stiller's character Tony
Wonder in the show?

Tony Wonder is a recurring character who serves as a comedic foil to Gob Bluth, often
competing with him in magic performances.

How many episodes of Arrested Development feature
Ben Stiller?

Ben Stiller appears in two episodes of Arrested Development.

Did Ben Stiller's character Tony Wonder appear in the
Netflix revival of Arrested Development?

Yes, Ben Stiller reprised his role as Tony Wonder in the Netflix revival of Arrested
Development.

Is Ben Stiller's role in Arrested Development a guest
appearance or a recurring role?

Ben Stiller's role as Tony Wonder is considered a recurring guest appearance.

What is a memorable scene involving Ben Stiller in
Arrested Development?

A memorable scene is when Tony Wonder performs a magic act that outshines Gob, leading



to a humorous rivalry between the two.

How did fans react to Ben Stiller's guest appearance on
Arrested Development?

Fans generally enjoyed Ben Stiller's performance, appreciating the addition of his comedic
timing and the dynamic with Gob Bluth.

Did Ben Stiller collaborate with any other Arrested
Development cast members outside the show?

Yes, Ben Stiller has worked with several cast members from Arrested Development on other
projects, including films and comedy shows.

Additional Resources

1. Ben Stiller and the Bluth Family: A Comedic Intersection

This book explores the unique connection between Ben Stiller and the hit TV show Arrested
Development. It delves into Stiller's guest appearance and how his comedic style
complements the show’s quirky humor. The author also examines behind-the-scenes
anecdotes and fan reactions to this memorable crossover.

2. Arrested Development: The Stiller Effect

Focusing on Ben Stiller’'s impact on Arrested Development, this book analyzes his
contribution to the show’s dynamic. It covers his guest role, the development of his
character, and how his presence influenced the series’ narrative and comedic tone.
Interviews with cast and crew provide deeper insights.

3. Comedy Collisions: When Ben Stiller Met Arrested Development

This book takes a detailed look at the blending of Ben Stiller’'s comedic approach with the
Arrested Development ensemble. It investigates the creative process behind his guest
appearance and the resulting humor that resonated with audiences. The book also
discusses the broader implications for comedy television.

4. Ben Stiller’s Guest Stint on Arrested Development: A Fan’s Perspective

Through the eyes of dedicated fans, this book recounts the excitement and impact of Ben
Stiller’s role in Arrested Development. It features fan theories, favorite moments, and how
his appearance added a fresh twist to the beloved series. The narrative also includes fan art
and community reactions.

5. Behind the Laughter: Ben Stiller and Arrested Development’s Comedy Craft

This work examines the technical and creative aspects of comedy in Arrested Development,
highlighting Ben Stiller's guest appearance. It discusses scriptwriting, timing, and
performance, showcasing how Stiller’'s comedic talents were integrated seamlessly. The
book offers a scholarly perspective on humor in television.

6. The Collaborative Genius of Ben Stiller and Arrested Development
Exploring collaboration in comedy, this book details how Ben Stiller worked with the



Arrested Development team. It includes interviews with writers, directors, and actors about
the creative synergy and challenges faced during Stiller’s guest role. The book celebrates
the fusion of two comedic forces.

7. From Zoolander to Bluths: Ben Stiller’s Versatile Comedy Journey

This biography-style book traces Ben Stiller’s eclectic career, culminating in his guest
appearance on Arrested Development. It highlights his evolution as a comedian and actor,
emphasizing how this role fits within his broader body of work. Readers gain insight into
Stiller’'s adaptability and range.

8. Arrested Development’s Memorable Guest Stars: Spotlight on Ben Stiller

Focusing on notable guest appearances, this book dedicates a chapter to Ben Stiller’s role

on Arrested Development. It compares his performance to other guest stars and discusses

the significance of these appearances in enriching the show’s narrative. The book offers an
entertaining overview of the series’ guest star culture.

9. Laugh Lines and Legacy: Ben Stiller’s Impact on Arrested Development

This book assesses the lasting influence of Ben Stiller’s guest role on the legacy of Arrested
Development. It explores how his participation helped shape fan perceptions and
contributed to the show’s enduring popularity. Through critical analysis and fan
commentary, it celebrates the comedic milestones achieved.
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ben stiller in arrested development: Jews on Broadway Stewart F. Lane, 2017-05-12 Fanny
Brice, Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, Barbra Streisand, Alan Menken, Stephen Sondheim--Jewish
performers, composers, lyricists, directors, choreographers and producers have made an indelible
mark on Broadway for more than a century. Award-winning producer Stewart F. Lane chronicles the
emergence of Jewish American theater, from immigrants producing Yiddish plays in the ghettos of
New York's Lower East Side to legendary performers staging massive shows on Broadway. In its
expanded second edition, this historical survey includes new information and photographs, along
with insights and anecdotes from a life in the theater.

ben stiller in arrested development: Mock Stars: Indie Comedy and the Dangerously
Funny (Easyread Large Edition) John Wenzel, 2009-12 MOCK STARS TWO-DRINK MINIMUMS
AND POTATO SKINS; bad Clinton jokes on late night-these used to be the hallmarks of comedy, an
art relegated to the controlled environs of comedy clubs and network TV. In the late nineties, a
daring breed of comedians...
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the great Mel Brooks said, “ Humor is just another defense against the universe” — and in these
chaotic times, an irreverent and chaotic book like When the Rains Came, will definitely help you gird
your loins AND laugh your head off. This entertaining collection of flash fiction, has been
mysteriously spun out of the very deep, extended, chaotic, intense, personal experiences of a unique,
one-of-a-kind person. David Wolinsky is a retired army officer, an entertainment attorney,
restaurateur, businessman, a former memeber of Mensa, and currently, a writer who lives in the
Pacific Northwest with his cat Barney.If you are seeking a Zagat-style description, Wolinsky' s work
has been described as, “ well-crafted,” “ surprising,” and “ highly entertaining.” He' s been
compared to Mel Brooks, and it has been said that he offers “ some of the best Jewish humor of
recent times.” His “ brand of funny” was so good it even caused someone to “ publicly snort chicken
noodle soup out of my nose.”

ben stiller in arrested development: Uncle John's Weird Weird World Epic Bathroom
Readers' Institute, 2015-11-01 A collection of some of the wildest and weirdest trivia packed with
incredible facts, obscure history, interesting origins, bizarre quotes, and more. The second fully
illustrated entry in Uncle John’s popular new Weird, Weird World series opens a portal to the
bizarre. It’s page after page of unbelievable history, odd origins, tales of amazing luck, kooky
conspiracy theories, epic fails, astounding facts, and some things that are so weird that they defy
description. That’s where the pictures come in: Hundreds of eye-popping photographs and
illustrations take the humor and the fun to a whole new dimension . . . to the EPIC zone! Read about

. * How to Hypnotize a Chicken ¢ The Origin of the Lie Detector * Weirdest Ways to Die at

National Parks ¢ Feral Cat Day and Other Strange-But-Real Holidays * Here Comes the Spammobile!
* Keith Urban Legends ¢ The Power of Poo * Winners of “Ugly Dog” Contests * Weird World Records
* TV Shows That Were All a Dream ¢ Kalshnikov Pat & the Helicopter Jailbreakers ¢ Odd-phrodisiacs
* Japan’s Most Surreal Video Games * News Pundits Gone Wild * The Pacific Garbage Patch
Calamity Jane and the Old West’s Toughest Gals * What Your Nose Says About Your Love Life ¢
Scams That Could Only Be Pulled Off by Identical Twins ¢ Anarchy in the E.R. And much, much more

ben stiller in arrested development: Uncle John's Slightly Irregular Bathroom Reader
Bathroom Readers' Institute, 2012-06-01 Grab some quiet time for yourself and enjoy hundreds of
pages of the world’s most twisted trivia! The crackpot staff at the Bathroom Readers’ Institute has
scoured the worlds of pop culture, politics, sports, history, and more to bring you Slightly Irregular,
the seventeenth all-new edition in the best-selling series. As always, the articles are divided by
length for your sitting convenience. So turn thine eyes away from the shampoo bottle, O bathroom
reader, and let Uncle John pepper your brain with these absorbing articles . . . * Women in space *
The origin of Kung Fu * The CIA’s secret coup * The great windshield epidemic * Spider eggs in the
brain, and other urban legends * What went down at Woodstock * Freedom of McSpeech * How to
kill a zombie, and much more!

ben stiller in arrested development: Viva La Evolucion Jack Fitzgerald, 2009-12 Fitzgerald
humorously takes on our present-day cultural and political vices, follies and shortcomings-i.e.
American stupidity. A young California evolutionary biologist, Dr. Alexander Hayward, sets about to
find out WHY so much stupidity is afoot in our country these days. The author wittily navigates the
reader through a minefield of humor and edgy social commentary in the vein of Bill Maher, George
Carlin and Noam Chomsky. Laughter abounds as Dr. Hayward investigates this massive nobody
home upstairs dilemma in the USA. This book is a tonic for liberals and progressives and a mighty
bitter pill for neo-cons and theo-cons. The International Herald Tribune says, Fitzgerald is so adept
with a pen he can make the improbable seem utterly believable. He has an uncanny knack of
capturing American types. Viva La Evolucion! as

ben stiller in arrested development: Sitcom Saul Austerlitz, 2014-03-01 The form is so
elemental, so basic, that we have difficulty imagining a time before it existed: a single set, fixed
cameras, canned laughter, zany sidekicks, quirky family antics. Obsessively watched and critically
ignored, sitcoms were a distraction, a gentle lullaby of a kinder, gentler America—until suddenly the
artificial boundary between the world and television entertainment collapsed. In this book we can



watch the growth of the sitcom, following the path that leads from Lucy to The Phil Silvers Show;
from The Dick Van Dyke Show to The Mary Tyler Moore Show; from M*A*S*H to Taxi; from Cheers
to Roseanne; from Seinfeld to Curb Your Enthusiasm; and from The Larry Sanders Show to 30 Rock.
In twenty-four episodes, Sitcom surveys the history of the form, and functions as both a TV mixtape
of fondly remembered shows that will guide us to notable series and larger trends, and a carefully
curated guided tour through the history of one of our most treasured art forms.

ben stiller in arrested development: TV Guide: TV on DVD 2006 TV Guide, 2005-10 From the
foremost authority on TV viewing comes a complete guide to television shows on DVD.

ben stiller in arrested development: Data Analytics and Big Data Soraya Sedkaoui,
2018-07-31 The main purpose of this book is to investigate, explore and describe approaches and
methods to facilitate data understanding through analytics solutions based on its principles,
concepts and applications. But analyzing data is also about involving the use of software. For this,
and in order to cover some aspect of data analytics, this book uses software (Excel, SPSS, Python,
etc) which can help readers to better understand the analytics process in simple terms and
supporting useful methods in its application.

ben stiller in arrested development: The Platinum Age of Television David Bianculli,
2017-09-05 Television today is better than ever. From The Sopranos to Breaking Bad, Sex and the
City to Girls, and Modern Family to Louie, never has so much quality programming dominated our
screens. Exploring how we got here, acclaimed TV critic David Bianculli traces the evolution of the
classic TV genres, among them the sitcom, the crime show, the miniseries, the soap opera, the
Western, the animated series, the medical drama, and the variety show. In each genre he selects five
key examples of the form to illustrate its continuities and its dramatic departures. Drawing on
exclusive and in-depth interviews with many of the most famed auteurs in television history,
Bianculli shows how the medium has evolved into the premier form of visual narrative art. Includes
interviews with: MEL BROOKS, MATT GROENING, DAVID CHASE, KEVIN SPACEY, AMY
SCHUMER, VINCE GILLIGAN, AARON SORKIN, MATTHEW WEINER, JUDD APATOW, LOUIS C.K,,
DAVID MILCH, DAVID E. KELLEY, JAMES L. BROOKS, LARRY DAVID, KEN BURNS, LARRY
WILMORE, AND MANY, MANY MORE

ben stiller in arrested development: The Age of Netflix Cory Barker, Myc Wiatrowski,
2017-09-19 In 2016, Netflix--with an already enormous footprint in the United States--expanded its
online streaming video service to 130 new countries, adding more than 12 million subscribers in
nine months and bringing its total to 87 million. The effectiveness of Netflix's content management
lies in its ability to appeal to a vastly disparate global viewership without a unified cache of content.
Instead, the company invests in buying or developing myriad programming and uses sophisticated
algorithms to narrowcast to micro-targeted audience groups. In this collection of new essays,
contributors explore how Netflix has become a cultural institution and transformed the way we
consume popular media.

ben stiller in arrested development: Celebrity Biographies - The Amazing Life Of Owen
Wilson - Famous Actors Matt Green, Ever wondered how Owen Wilson rose to stardom? Owen
Wilson’s family originally hailed from Massachusetts, USA, and is of Irish extraction. His father,
Robert now operated a public television station in Dallas, Texas where Owen and his brothers were
born and his mother Laura is a photographer. Robert also happened to work as an advertising
executive. Owen is the second child of three. His brother Andrew, also a Hollywood actor and
director, is four years his senior, while Luke, also an actor, and is three years his junior. For more
interesting facts you must read his biography. Grab your biography book now!

ben stiller in arrested development: | AM MCLOVIN Andrew Buss, 2025-02-18 When
Superbad was released on August 17th in 2007, it proved itself to be a massive success right out of
the gate, especially for those in the film's target millennial demographic. The film wound up
dominating at the box office, bringing in $170 million dollars worldwide, against a $20 million dollar
budget. It also launched the careers of Jonah Hill, Michael Cera, Emma Stone, Bill Hader,
Christopher Mintz-Plasse, and Seth Rogen whose careers are all thriving to this day. It further



proved that Judd Apatow is now one of the most successful film producers of his generation,
bringing the world hit after hit. Superbad remains, to this day, a beloved comedy film for millennials
who grew up with it. This is because, unlike other comedies of that era, it embraced the
awkwardness of the characters, particularly with someone like Michael Cera. Unlike the cartoonish
representations of an 80s comedy like Revenge of the Nerds, Superbad presented itself with a depth
to the characters that enabled millennials (and other generations) to bond with the movie in a more
meaningful way. Full of interviews with people like Seth Rogen, Jonah Hill, Michael Cera, Emma
Stone, Christopher Mintz-Plasse, Martha Maclssac, Judd Apatow, Bill Hader, Greg Motolla, Evan
Goldberg, and Shauna Robertson, I Am McLovin is a comprehensive guide to the movie that changed
a generation.

ben stiller in arrested development: Stuff White People Like Christian Lander, 2008-07-01
They love nothing better than sipping free-trade gourmet coffee, leafing through the Sunday New
York Times, and listening to David Sedaris on NPR (ideally all at the same time). Apple products,
indie music, food co-ops, and vintage T-shirts make them weak in the knees. They believe they're
unique, yet somehow they’re all exactly the same, talking about how they “get” Sarah Silverman'’s
“subversive” comedy and Wes Anderson’s “droll” films. They’re also down with diversity and up on
all the best microbrews, breakfast spots, foreign cinema, and authentic sushi. They’re organic,
ironic, and do not own TVs. You know who they are: They're white people. And they're here, and
you're gonna have to deal. Fortunately, here’s a book that investigates, explains, and offers advice
for finding social success with the Caucasian persuasion. So kick back on your IKEA couch and lose
yourself in the ultimate guide to the unbearable whiteness of being. Praise for STUFF WHITE
PEOPLE LIKE: “The best of a hilarious Web site: an uncannily accurate catalog of dead-on
predilections. The Criterion Collection of classic films? Haircuts with bangs? Expensive fruit juice?
‘Blonde on Blonde’ on the iPod? The author knows who reads The New Yorker and who wears plaid.”
-Janet Maslin’s summer picks, CBS.com “The author of Stuff White People Like skewers the sacred
cows of lefty Caucasian culture, from the Prius to David Sedaris. . . . It gently mocks the habits and
pretensions of urbane, educated, left-leaning whites, skewering their passion for Barack Obama and
public transportation (as long as it's not a bus), their idle threats to move to Canada, and joy in
playing children's games as adults. Kickball, anyone?” -Salon.com “A handy reference guide with
which you can check just how white you are. Hint: If you like only documentaries and think your
child is gifted, you glow in the dark, buddy.” -NY Daily News
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ben stiller in arrested development: e-Pedia: Captain America: Civil War Contributors,
Wikipedia, 2017-02-11 This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional
and detailed table of contents. Captain America: Civil War is a 2016 American superhero film based
on the Marvel Comics character Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by
Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. It is the sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger
and 2014's Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and the thirteenth film of the Marvel Cinematic
Universe (MCU). The film is directed by Anthony and Joe Russo, with a screenplay by Christopher
Markus & Stephen McFeely, and features an ensemble cast, including Chris Evans, Robert Downey
Jr., Scarlett Johansson, Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie, Don Cheadle, Jeremy Renner, Chadwick
Boseman, Paul Bettany, Elizabeth Olsen, Paul Rudd, Emily VanCamp, Tom Holland, Frank Grillo,
William Hurt, and Daniel Briihl. In Captain America: Civil War, disagreement over international
oversight of the Avengers fractures them into opposing factions—one led by Steve Rogers and the
other by Tony Stark. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the
title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 634 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title
article. This book does not contain illustrations.

ben stiller in arrested development: Current Biography Yearbook , 2008
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