
bengali vs punjabi language
bengali vs punjabi language presents an interesting comparison between two of the most widely
spoken languages in South Asia. Both Bengali and Punjabi have rich linguistic histories, vibrant
cultures, and millions of native speakers. This article explores the key differences and similarities
between the Bengali and Punjabi languages in terms of their origins, scripts, phonetics, grammar,
geographical distribution, and cultural significance. Understanding these aspects helps in appreciating
the diversity and complexity of these languages. With a focus on linguistic features and regional
usage, this comparative analysis serves as a valuable resource for language enthusiasts, scholars,
and anyone interested in South Asian languages. The following sections will delve into the origins,
writing systems, phonetics, grammar, and cultural contexts of Bengali and Punjabi.
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Origins and Historical Background
The comparison of the Bengali vs Punjabi language begins with their origins and historical
development. Both languages belong to the Indo-Aryan branch of the Indo-European language family,
yet they have evolved independently in different regions with distinct historical influences.

Bengali Language Origins
Bengali, also known as Bangla, evolved from Magadhi Prakrit and Pali languages in the eastern Indian
subcontinent. It has a recorded literary history dating back over a thousand years. Bengali became a
prominent language during the medieval period, particularly under the Bengal Sultanate and later the
Mughal Empire. Its literary tradition includes renowned poets like Rabindranath Tagore and Kazi
Nazrul Islam, contributing significantly to South Asian literature.

Punjabi Language Origins
Punjabi originated from the Northwestern zone of the Indo-Aryan languages, deriving primarily from
Shauraseni Prakrit and influenced by various dialects spoken in the Punjab region. Punjabi's
development was shaped by the historical events in Punjab, including the influence of Sikhism and



the Mughal era. It is known for its rich oral and folk traditions, as well as a strong literary heritage.

Writing Systems and Scripts
One of the most notable differences in the Bengali vs Punjabi language comparison is their distinct
writing systems. The scripts used by each language reflect their cultural and historical contexts.

Bengali Script
The Bengali language uses the Bengali script, an abugida derived from the Brahmi script. It is
characterized by its rounded shapes and a horizontal line running along the tops of the letters. The
script is used not only for Bengali but also for Assamese and several other regional languages.
Bengali script is written from left to right and contains a complex system of conjunct consonants and
vowel diacritics.

Punjabi Script
Punjabi is written primarily in two scripts depending on the region: Gurmukhi and Shahmukhi.
Gurmukhi is an abugida script used mainly in Indian Punjab and was standardized by the Sikh Gurus.
Shahmukhi is a Perso-Arabic script used in Pakistani Punjab. Both scripts have unique characteristics
that influence the written form of Punjabi and its phonetic representation.

Bengali script: Rounded letters, horizontal headstroke, left-to-right writing.

Gurmukhi script: Angular letters, left-to-right, used in India.

Shahmukhi script: Perso-Arabic style, right-to-left, used in Pakistan.

Phonetics and Pronunciation
The phonetic systems of Bengali and Punjabi exhibit both similarities and differences, which are
important in the context of language comparison.

Bengali Phonetics
Bengali phonology includes a set of vowels and consonants with distinctive nasalization features. It
has a relatively softer and more melodic sound compared to Punjabi. Bengali has a series of voiced
and voiceless stops, aspirated consonants, and a unique set of retroflex sounds. Nasalized vowels and
the presence of inherent vowel sounds are important features of Bengali pronunciation.



Punjabi Phonetics
Punjabi is noted for its tonal nature, which is rare among Indo-Aryan languages. It has three tones —
high, mid, and low — that change the meaning of words. Additionally, Punjabi has a robust set of
aspirated and unaspirated consonants, along with voiced and voiceless stops. The tonal aspect
combined with a strong set of consonantal sounds gives Punjabi a distinctive sharpness and rhythm.

Grammatical Structure
Examining the grammatical structures of Bengali and Punjabi reveals both shared traits due to their
Indo-Aryan roots and unique characteristics.

Bengali Grammar
Bengali grammar is moderately inflected, with a subject-object-verb (SOV) word order. It features
postpositions rather than prepositions, and verbs conjugate according to tense, aspect, mood, and
person. Bengali does not have grammatical gender, which makes it distinct from many other Indo-
Aryan languages. The language uses classifiers and has a relatively straightforward case system.

Punjabi Grammar
Punjabi grammar also follows the SOV word order and uses postpositions. Unlike Bengali, Punjabi has
a system of grammatical gender (masculine and feminine) that affects adjectives and verb forms.
Verbs are conjugated based on tense, aspect, mood, person, and number. Punjabi features an
extensive use of honorifics and polite speech forms, reflecting cultural nuances.

Geographical Distribution and Speakers
The geographical spread and speaker demographics of Bengali and Punjabi differ significantly,
influencing their usage and cultural reach.

Bengali Speakers and Region
Bengali is primarily spoken in Bangladesh and the Indian state of West Bengal, with significant
diaspora communities worldwide. It is the seventh most spoken language globally, with over 230
million native speakers. Bengali serves as the official language of Bangladesh and one of the 22
scheduled languages of India.

Punjabi Speakers and Region
Punjabi is spoken mainly in the Punjab regions of India and Pakistan. It boasts over 125 million
speakers worldwide, making it the 10th most spoken language globally. Punjabi is the official
language of the Indian state of Punjab and one of the recognized regional languages in Pakistan.



Large Punjabi-speaking communities exist in countries such as Canada, the United Kingdom, and the
United States.

Cultural Significance and Usage
The cultural contexts of Bengali and Punjabi languages illustrate their importance beyond mere
communication, reflecting identity, literature, music, and tradition.

Bengali Cultural Context
Bengali language is deeply intertwined with the cultural heritage of Bengal. It is a cornerstone of
Bengali literature, music, theater, and cinema. The language played a crucial role in the Bengali
Renaissance and the independence movement of Bangladesh. Festivals such as Pohela Boishakh
celebrate Bengali language and culture. Bengali literature is known for its richness and diversity, with
works spanning poetry, novels, and drama.

Punjabi Cultural Context
Punjabi language holds a central place in Punjabi culture, including Sikh religious texts and folk
traditions. It is the medium of vibrant music genres like Bhangra and folk songs. Punjabi literature
includes poetry, folk tales, and Sufi writings. Cultural celebrations such as Vaisakhi emphasize the
language’s role in community and identity. Punjabi also plays a significant role in preserving the
traditions and history of the Punjab region.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary regions where Bengali and Punjabi
languages are spoken?
Bengali is primarily spoken in the Indian state of West Bengal and Bangladesh, while Punjabi is mainly
spoken in the Indian state of Punjab and the Punjab province of Pakistan.

How do the scripts of Bengali and Punjabi languages differ?
Bengali uses the Bengali script, which is an abugida derived from the Brahmic script, while Punjabi in
India is written in the Gurmukhi script, and in Pakistan, it uses the Shahmukhi script, a variant of the
Persian script.

Are Bengali and Punjabi languages from the same language
family?
Both Bengali and Punjabi belong to the Indo-Aryan branch of the Indo-European language family, but
they are distinct languages with different origins and developments.



What are some key phonetic differences between Bengali and
Punjabi?
Bengali has a softer and more nasalized sound with fewer tonal variations, whereas Punjabi is tonal,
meaning tone changes can alter the meaning of words.

Which language has a larger number of native speakers:
Bengali or Punjabi?
Bengali has more native speakers, with over 230 million people speaking it worldwide, making it the
seventh most spoken language globally, while Punjabi has about 125 million native speakers.

Do Bengali and Punjabi share any common vocabulary?
While both languages share some vocabulary due to their Indo-Aryan roots and cultural exchanges,
their everyday vocabulary and expressions are largely distinct.

How do the grammatical structures of Bengali and Punjabi
compare?
Both languages follow subject-object-verb (SOV) order, but Bengali tends to have more simplified verb
conjugations, whereas Punjabi uses tonal distinctions and has more complex verb forms.

What cultural influences affect the Bengali and Punjabi
languages?
Bengali language and literature have been deeply influenced by Hinduism and Buddhism, with
significant contributions in poetry and prose, while Punjabi language reflects Sikh cultural heritage
and Punjabi folk traditions.

Which language is used more in media and popular culture:
Bengali or Punjabi?
Both languages have vibrant media industries; Bengali cinema and literature have a long-standing
tradition, while Punjabi music, especially Bhangra and pop, has gained international popularity.

Additional Resources
1. Bridging Tongues: A Comparative Study of Bengali and Punjabi Languages
This book explores the linguistic structures and cultural contexts of both Bengali and Punjabi. It delves
into phonetics, grammar, and syntax, highlighting similarities and differences. Readers gain insights
into how language shapes regional identities in Bengal and Punjab.

2. Voices of the East: Bengali and Punjabi Linguistic Traditions
Focusing on oral traditions, poetry, and folklore, this book examines the rich literary heritage of
Bengali and Punjabi speakers. It reveals how language influences storytelling and cultural expression



in these two vibrant communities. The comparative approach enriches understanding of their unique
cultural landscapes.

3. Scripts and Sounds: The Evolution of Bengali and Punjabi Languages
This volume traces the historical development of both languages, from ancient scripts to modern
usage. It discusses the impact of political and social changes on linguistic shifts and script reforms.
The book is essential for anyone interested in South Asian language history.

4. Language and Identity: Bengali vs. Punjabi in Contemporary South Asia
Analyzing the role of language in personal and collective identity, this book investigates how Bengali
and Punjabi speakers perceive themselves and others. It covers sociolinguistic aspects such as code-
switching, language pride, and inter-community relations. The study provides a nuanced perspective
on language and ethnicity.

5. Grammar Battles: Comparing Bengali and Punjabi Syntax and Morphology
A detailed academic resource, this book compares the grammatical frameworks of Bengali and
Punjabi. It highlights key differences in verb conjugations, sentence structures, and noun usage. Ideal
for linguists and language learners, it offers practical examples to illustrate complex concepts.

6. Cultural Crossroads: The Influence of Bengali and Punjabi Languages on Music and Cinema
Exploring how language shapes artistic expression, this book examines Bengali and Punjabi
contributions to music, film, and theater. It discusses how linguistic elements enhance storytelling and
audience engagement. The book also reflects on cross-cultural collaborations and influences.

7. Dialect Dynamics: Regional Variations in Bengali and Punjabi
This book provides an in-depth look at various dialects within Bengali and Punjabi, exploring how
geography and social factors affect language use. It includes case studies from rural and urban areas,
shedding light on language change and preservation. Linguists and cultural historians will find this
resource invaluable.

8. Language Politics: Bengali and Punjabi in Postcolonial India and Bangladesh
Focusing on the political dimensions of language, this book analyzes language policies, movements,
and conflicts involving Bengali and Punjabi speakers. It examines how language has been a tool for
both unity and division in the postcolonial era. The book offers critical insights into language and
power dynamics.

9. From Script to Speech: Teaching Bengali and Punjabi as Second Languages
A practical guide for educators, this book addresses the challenges and methodologies for teaching
Bengali and Punjabi to non-native speakers. It includes lesson plans, pronunciation guides, and
cultural notes. The book aims to foster better language acquisition and cross-cultural understanding.
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  bengali vs punjabi language: UGC-NET/JRF/SET Teaching and Research Aptitude
(General Paper � I) Vikas Experts, Test Prep for UGC-NET/JRF/SET Teaching and Research
Aptitude
  bengali vs punjabi language: Language in South Asia Braj B. Kachru, Yamuna Kachru, S. N.
Sridhar, 2008-03-27 South Asia is a rich and fascinating linguistic area, its many hundreds of
languages from four major language families representing the distinctions of caste, class, profession,
religion, and region. This comprehensive new volume presents an overview of the language situation
in this vast subcontinent in a linguistic, historical and sociolinguistic context. An invaluable
resource, it comprises authoritative contributions from leading international scholars within the
fields of South Asian language and linguistics, historical linguistics, cultural studies and area
studies. Topics covered include the ongoing linguistic processes, controversies, and implications of
language modernization; the functions of South Asian languages within the legal system, media,
cinema, and religion; language conflicts and politics, and Sanskrit and its long traditions of study
and teaching. Language in South Asia is an accessible interdisciplinary book for students and
scholars in sociolinguistics, multilingualism, language planning and South Asian studies.
  bengali vs punjabi language: The Handbook of Bilingualism Tej K. Bhatia, William C.
Ritchie, 2008-06-09 The Handbook of Bilingualism provides state-of-the-art treatments of the central
issues that arise in consideration of the phenomena of bilingualism ranging from the representation
of the two languages in the bilingual individual's brain to the various forms of bilingual education,
including the status of bilingualism in each area of the world. Provides state-of-the-art coverage of a
wide variety of topics, ranging from neuro- and psycho-linguistic research to studies of media and
psychological counseling. Includes latest assessment of the global linguistic situation with particular
emphasis on those geographical areas which are centers of global conflict and commerce. Explores
new topics such as global media and mobile and electronic language learning. Includes contributions
by internationally renowned researchers from different disciplines, genders, and ethnicities.
  bengali vs punjabi language: Negotiating Language, Constructing Race Nirmala
Purushotam, 1998 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SOCIOLOGY OF LANGUAGE brings to students,
researchers and practitioners in all of the social and language-related sciences carefully selected
book-length publications dealing with sociolinguistic theory, methods, findings and applications. It
approaches the study of language in society in its broadest sense, as a truly international and
interdisciplinary field in which various approaches, theoretical and empirical, supplement and
complement each other. The series invites the attention of linguists, language teachers of all
interests, sociologists, political scientists, anthropologists, historians etc. to the development of the
sociology of language.
  bengali vs punjabi language: Memories and Postmemories of the Partition of India
Anjali Roy, 2019-07-12 This book examines the afterlife of Partition as imprinted on the memories
and postmemories of Hindu and Sikh survivors from West Punjab to foreground the intersection
between history, memory and narrative. It shows how survivors script their life stories to reinscribe
tragic tales of violence and abjection into triumphalist sagas of fortitude, resilience, industry,
enterprise and success. At the same time, it reveals the silences, stutters and stammers that
interrupt survivors’ narrations to bring attention to the untold stories repressed in their consensual
narratives. By drawing upon current research in history, memory, narrative, violence, trauma, affect,
home, nation, borders, refugees and citizenship, the book analyzes the traumatizing effects of both
the tangible and intangible violence of Partition by tracing the survivors’ journey from refugees to
citizens as they struggle to make new homes and lives in an unhomely land. Moreover, arguing that
the event of Partition radically transformed the notions of home, belonging, self and community, it
shows that individuals affected by Partition produce a new ethics and aesthetic of displacement and
embody new ways of being in the world. An important contribution to the field of Partition studies,
this book will be of interest to researchers on South Asian history, memory, partition and
postcolonial studies.



  bengali vs punjabi language: A Comprehensive History of India: Comprehensive history
of medieval India B.N. Puri, M.N. Das, 2003-12-01 This book is primarily meant for the general
public and students, who desire to understand the history and culture of India. It is the product of a
joint venture undertaken by a group of historians who do not go by conformist views but by critical,
objective and analytical assessment of events and developments in accordance with the methodical
discipline of scientific research.
  bengali vs punjabi language: Issues in International Bilingual Education Beverly
Hartford, Albert Valdman, Charles R. Foster, 2012-12-06 CHRISTINA BRAIT PAULSTON There is an
important difference between merely experimental and genuine experiment. The one may be a
feeling for novelty, the other is rationally based on experience seeking a better way. - Frank Lloyd
Wright Wright was talking about architecture, but the same difference can be applied to analyzing
the relationship between standard and vernacular languages in bilingual education; surely we are
also seeking a better way to handle bilingual education based on experience. How rationally based
our efforts are, is another question. Works on this and similar topics can at times become the scene
for very emotional-and very moving-presentations which sometimes are more utopian than rational.
One can perhaps call this a very 'rational' text, because so few of the contributors are members of
ethnic subordinate groups. Am I suggesting that minority group members are less rational? Of
course not. I am suggesting that it is much easier to be calm, objective and scholarly about the lot of
others than about your own. The most salient feature about the bilingual education of vernacular
speaking groups is the social and economic exploitation of its members by the dominant group. The
papers herein, treating bilingual education from a psychological perspective, agree at least on the
issue that an understanding of the social and economic factors underlying bilingual education is
crucial for understanding the psychological studies on bilingualism.
  bengali vs punjabi language: Advances in Computing and Network Communications
Sabu M. Thampi, Erol Gelenbe, Mohammed Atiquzzaman, Vipin Chaudhary, Kuan-Ching Li,
2021-06-12 This book constitutes the thoroughly refereed post-conference proceedings of the 4th
International Conference on Computing and Network Communications (CoCoNet'20), October
14–17, 2020, Chennai, India. The papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected from
several initial submissions. The papers are organized in topical sections on Signal, Image and
Speech Processing, Wireless and Mobile Communication, Internet of Things, Cloud and Edge
Computing, Distributed Systems, Machine Intelligence, Data Analytics, Cybersecurity, Artificial
Intelligence and Cognitive Computing and Circuits and Systems. The book is directed to the
researchers and scientists engaged in various fields of computing and network communication
domains.
  bengali vs punjabi language: The Unusual Suspects: Linguistic Deficits in
Non-Language-Dominant Neurodegenerative Diseases Adolfo M. García, Agustin Ibanez, Bruce
Miller, Maria Luisa Gorno Tempini, 2022-06-02
  bengali vs punjabi language: English Heart, Hindi Heartland Rashmi Sadana, 2012-02-02
English Heart, Hindi Heartland examines Delhi’s postcolonial literary world—its institutions, prizes,
publishers, writers, and translators, and the cultural geographies of key neighborhoods—in light of
colonial histories and the globalization of English. Rashmi Sadana places internationally recognized
authors such as Salman Rushdie, Anita Desai, Vikram Seth, and Aravind Adiga in the context of
debates within India about the politics of language and alongside other writers, including K.
Satchidanandan, Shashi Deshpande, and Geetanjali Shree. Sadana undertakes an ethnographic
study of literary culture that probes the connections between place, language, and text in order to
show what language comes to stand for in people’s lives. In so doing, she unmasks a social discourse
rife with questions of authenticity and cultural politics of inclusion and exclusion. English Heart,
Hindi Heartland illustrates how the notion of what is considered to be culturally and linguistically
authentic not only obscures larger questions relating to caste, religious, and gender identities, but
that the authenticity discourse itself is continually in flux. In order to mediate and extract cultural
capital from India’s complex linguistic hierarchies, literary practitioners strategically deploy a fluid



set of cultural and political distinctions that Sadana calls “literary nationality.” Sadana argues that
English, and the way it is positioned among the other Indian languages, does not represent a fixed
pole, but rather serves to change political and literary alliances among classes and castes, often in
surprising ways.
  bengali vs punjabi language: Selfish Leaders VS Bengal & Bengalis Hari Pada Roychoudhury,
2019-11-28 Abraham Lincoln sacrificed four million countrymen in the American Civil War to keep
the country united, Mao Zedong sacrificed millions of countrymen to bring economic progress to
China, and Winston Churchill sacrificed a lot of the British people during the Blitz by Hitler of
Nazi-Germany to save the country from a fall like France, but Gandhi destroyed the country by
causing human slaughter of Indians by dividing Indians as Hindu and Muslim in the name of
“Non-Violence.” Nehru destroyed India using Gandhi’s “Non-Violence” and Patel who failed to
prevent “Calcutta Killing,” is falsely proclaimed as the “Iron Man of India.” Lastly, according to
Bertrand Russell's view, abolition of the fear of religion would lead to equality of humanity, but
Gandhi's division of India, based on religion, will no longer hold good.
  bengali vs punjabi language: Proceedings of Second International Conference on
Advances in Computer Engineering and Communication Systems A. Brahmananda Reddy, B.V.
Kiranmayee, Raghava Rao Mukkamala, K. Srujan Raju, 2022-02-22 This book includes original,
peer-reviewed research articles from International Conference on Advances in Computer
Engineering and Communication Systems (ICACECS 2021), held in VNR Vignana Jyoythi Institute of
Engineering and Technology (VNR VJIET), Hyderabad, Telangana, India, during 13–14 August 2021.
The book focuses on “Smart Innovations in Mezzanine Technologies, Data Analytics, Networks and
Communication Systems” enlargements and reviews on the advanced topics in artificial intelligence,
machine learning, data mining and big data computing, knowledge engineering, semantic Web,
cloud computing, Internet on Things, cybersecurity, communication systems, and distributed
computing and smart systems.
  bengali vs punjabi language: The Performance of Multilingual and ‘Ultralingual’ Devotional
Practices by Young British Muslims Andrey Rosowsky, 2021-03-24 This book examines the wide
range of multilingual devotional performances engaged in by young Muslims in the UK today. It
evaluates the contemporary mosque school in the UK and contrasts this with practices from the past
and with prevailing discourses (both political and other) which suggest that such institutions are
problematic. It also challenges the highly-politicised and mediatised discourse which suggests that
linguistic diversity presents a threat to the privileging of monolingualism in the UK. Finally, it argues
for the usefulness of the term ‘ultralingual’ when analysing the multilingual devotional language
performances of these young people.
  bengali vs punjabi language: Punjab Reconsidered Anshu Malhotra, Farina Mir, 2012-02-21
What is Punjabiyat? What are the different notions of Punjab? This volume analyses these ideas and
explores the different aspects that constitute Punjab as a region conceptually in history, culture, and
practice. Each essay examines a different Punjabi culture—language-based and literary; religious
and those that define a 'community'; rural, urban, and middle class; and historical, contemporary,
and cosmopolitan. Together, these essays unravel the complex foundations of Punjabiyat. The
volume also shows how the recent history of Punjab—partition, aspirations of statehood, and a large
and assertive diaspora—has had a discernible impact on the region's scholarship. Departing from
conventional studies on Punjab, this book presents fresh perspectives and new insights into its
regional culture.
  bengali vs punjabi language: Babel Gaston Dorren, 2018-12-04 “Babel is an endlessly
interesting book, and you don’t have to have any linguistic training to enjoy it . . . it’s just so much
fun to read.” —NPR English is the world language, except that 80 percent of the world doesn’t speak
it. Linguist Gaston Dorren calculates that to speak fluently with half of the world’s people in their
mother tongues, you’d need to know no fewer than twenty languages. In Babel, he sets out to
explore these top twenty world languages, which range from the familiar (French, Spanish) to the
surprising (Malay, Javanese, Bengali). Whisking readers along on a delightful journey, he traces how



these languages rose to greatness while others fell away, and shows how speakers today handle the
foibles of their mother tongues. Whether showcasing tongue-tying phonetics, elegant but
complicated writing scripts, or mind-bending quirks of grammar, Babel vividly illustrates that
mother tongues are like nations: each has its own customs and beliefs that seem as self-evident to
those born into it as they are surprising to outsiders. Babel reveals why modern Turks can’t read
books that are a mere 75 years old, what it means in practice for Russian and English to be relatives,
and how Japanese developed separate “dialects” for men and women. Dorren also shares his
experiences studying Vietnamese in Hanoi, debunks ten myths about Chinese characters, and
discovers the region where Swahili became the lingua franca. Witty and utterly fascinating, Babel
will change how you look at and listen to the world. “Word nerds of every strain will enjoy this wildly
entertaining linguistic study.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review)
  bengali vs punjabi language: Transactions of the Institute of Indian Geographers , 1984
  bengali vs punjabi language: Indian Government and Politics, 8th Edition Gena C.B.,
2009-11-01 This edition of Indian Government and Politics has been very thoroughly revised and
recast. The politics of the country has moved so fast that such an exercise becomes absolutely
essential. Most of the chapters have been done up afresh: new material has been added and old
arrangement has been recast. The author has attempted to bring the book fully upto date, so that it
could be used by teachers and students with great profit.
  bengali vs punjabi language: Urdu/Hindi: An Artificial Divide Abdul Jamil Khan, 2006 In a
blow against the British Empire, Khan suggests that London artificially divided India's Hindu and
Muslim populations by splitting their one language in two, then burying the evidence in obscure
scholarly works outside the public view. All language is political -- and so is the boundary between
one language and another. The author analyzes the origins of Urdu, one of the earliest known
languages, and propounds the iconoclastic views that Hindi came from pre-Aryan Dravidian and
Austric-Munda, not from Aryan's Sanskrit (which, like the Indo-European languages, Greek and
Latin, etc., are rooted in the Middle East/Mesopotamia, not in Europe). Hindi's script came from the
Aramaic system, similar to Greek, and in the 1800s, the British initiated the divisive game of
splitting one language in two, Hindi (for the Hindus) and Urdu (for the Muslims). These facts, he
says, have been buried and nearly lost in turgid academic works. Khan bolsters his hypothesis with
copious technical linguistic examples. This may spark a revolution in linguistic history! Urdu/Hindi:
An Artificial Divide integrates the out of Africa linguistic evolution theory with the fossil linguistics
of Middle East, and discards the theory that Sanskrit descended from a hypothetical
proto-IndoEuropean language and by degeneration created dialects, Urdu/Hindi and others. It shows
that several tribes from the Middle East created the hybrid by cumulative evolution. The oldest
groups, Austric and Dravidian, starting 8000 B.C. provided the grammar/syntax plus about 60% of
vocabulary, S.K.T. added 10% after 1500 B.C. and Arabic/Persian 20-30% after A.D. 800. The book
reveals Mesopotamia as the linguistic melting pot of Sumerian, Babylonian, Elamite,
Hittite-Hurrian-Mitanni, etc., with a common script and vocabularies shared mutually and passed on
to I.E., S.K.T., D.R., Arabic and then to Hindi/Urdu; in fact the author locates oldest evidence of
S.K.T. in Syria. The book also exposes the myths of a revealed S.K.T. or Hebrew and the fiction of
linguistic races, i.e. Aryan, Semitic, etc. The book supports the one world concept and reveals the
potential of Urdu/Hindi to unite all genetic elements, races and regions of the Indo-Pakistan
sub-continent. This is important reading not only for those interested to understand the divisive
exploitation of languages in British-led India's partition, but for those interested in: - The science
and history of origin of Urdu/Hindi (and other languages) - The false claims of linguistic races and
creation - History of Languages and Scripts - Language, Mythology and Racism - Ancient History and
Fossil Languages - British Rule and India's Partition.
  bengali vs punjabi language: Routledge Handbook of South Asian Politics Paul R. Brass,
2010-04-30 The Routledge Handbook of South Asian Politics examines key issues in politics of the
five independent states of the South Asian region: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and
Nepal. Written by experts in their respective areas, this Handbook introduces the reader to the



politics of South Asia by presenting the prevailing agreements and disagreements in the literature.
In the first two sections, the Handbook provides a comprehensive introduction to the modern
political history of the states of the region and an overview of the independence movements in the
former colonial states. The other sections focus on the political changes that have occurred in the
postcolonial states since independence, as well as the successive political changes in Nepal during
the same period, and the structure and functioning of the main governmental and non-governmental
institutions, including the structure of the state itself (unitary or federal), political parties, the
judiciary, and the military. Further, the contributors explore several aspects of the political process
and political and economic change, especially issues of pluralism and national integration, political
economy, corruption and criminalization of politics, radical and violent political movements, and the
international politics of the region as a whole. This unique reference work provides a comprehensive
survey of the state of the field and is an invaluable resource for students and academics interested in
South Asian Studies, South Asian Politics, Comparative Politics and International Relations.
  bengali vs punjabi language: Re-Interrogating Civil Society in South Asia Peter B. Andersen,
Rubya Mehdi, Amit Prakash, 2021-03-30 This book offers an overview of the history and
development of civil society in three major nations of South Asia – Pakistan, India and Bangladesh –
from colonial times to the present. It examines the liberalization of civil society since the 1980s, the
needs it created for civil action, the professionalization of civil society organizations, and the extent
to which civil society may benefit society at large in the context of local, national and global
transformations in the economy, political regime and ideology. The reader will find new insights on
the interaction between the liberalization of multifaceted civil societies in the three countries,
presenting contrasts such as restrictions put on women’s organizations or labour unions and
acceptance of religious organizations’ activities. The volume looks at forms of transfer of civil society
models, representation and democratic legitimacy of civil society organizations such as
nongovernmental organizations, government organized NGOs and faith-based organizations, along
with the structuring of civil society through legal frames as well as female, religious, and ethnic
mobilizations around language and literature. Using wide-ranging empirical data and theoretical
analyses, it deals with civil society issues relating to human rights and political challenges, justice,
inequality, empowerment, and the role of bureaucracy, women’s movements, and ethnic and
linguistic minorities. It also presents early responses to the Covid-19 crisis in 2020 which created
significant pressure on the states and on civil society. This book will be useful to scholars and
researchers of political studies, development studies, sociology, public policy and governance, law
and human rights, as also to professionals in think tanks, civil society activists and NGOs.
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