
ben shapiro israel history

ben shapiro israel history encompasses the intersection of the prominent conservative
commentator Ben Shapiro’s views, public statements, and writings concerning the historical,
political, and cultural aspects of Israel. This article explores Ben Shapiro’s perspectives on Israel,
tracing how his commentary aligns with key moments in Israeli history and the broader Middle
Eastern context. It examines Shapiro’s emphasis on Israel’s founding, its ongoing conflicts, and its
role in global geopolitics, providing insight into his approach to the complex history surrounding the
Jewish state. By analyzing his discourse, readers gain a nuanced understanding of how Shapiro
frames Israel’s narrative within American conservative thought. The article also highlights Shapiro’s
influence in shaping public opinion about Israel through media, speeches, and written works.
Following this introduction, the article organizes the content into clearly defined sections for easy
navigation.

Ben Shapiro’s Background and Views on Israel

Historical Context of Israel’s Founding

Ben Shapiro’s Interpretation of Key Historical Events

Shapiro’s Commentary on Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

Impact of Ben Shapiro’s Israel Perspectives on Public Discourse

Ben Shapiro’s Background and Views on Israel
Ben Shapiro is a well-known American political commentator, author, and lawyer who has gained
significant attention for his conservative viewpoints, especially regarding Israel and Middle Eastern
politics. His views are deeply rooted in a strong support for Israel’s right to exist and defend itself.
Shapiro often emphasizes the historical and moral legitimacy of the Jewish state, drawing on
historical narratives and legal arguments. He is recognized for his articulate defense of Israel in
various media platforms, where he challenges narratives that criticize Israeli policies unfairly.
Understanding Shapiro’s background as a commentator and his ideological commitments helps
contextualize his approach to Israel and its history.

Historical Context of Israel’s Founding
The establishment of Israel in 1948 is a pivotal event in Middle Eastern history and central to any
discussion involving Ben Shapiro israel history. The founding of Israel followed decades of Zionist
efforts to establish a Jewish homeland, alongside the impact of the Holocaust, which underscored
the urgent need for a safe refuge for Jews worldwide. This section outlines the key historical
milestones leading to Israel’s creation, including British Mandate policies, United Nations
resolutions, and regional conflicts. Shapiro frequently references these historical elements to justify
Israel’s sovereignty and to counter claims denying its legitimacy.



Zionist Movement and British Mandate
The Zionist movement, which began in the late 19th century, aimed to establish a Jewish state in
Palestine, then part of the Ottoman Empire. Following World War I, the British Mandate for
Palestine was established, creating a complex political environment. Ben Shapiro highlights the
historical context of Jewish immigration and settlement during this period as foundational to Israel’s
eventual independence.

United Nations Partition Plan
In 1947, the United Nations proposed a partition plan to divide Palestine into separate Jewish and
Arab states. This plan was accepted by Jewish leaders but rejected by Arab states, leading to
conflict. Shapiro often cites the UN resolution as evidence of international recognition of Israel’s
right to statehood, a key point in his defense of Israel’s historical claims.

Ben Shapiro’s Interpretation of Key Historical Events
Ben Shapiro’s commentary on Israel’s history frequently focuses on pivotal moments that shaped the
nation’s trajectory. His interpretation underscores Israel’s resilience amidst hostility and its efforts
to maintain democratic governance in a turbulent region. Shapiro views these events through a lens
of legal rights, historical justice, and security concerns, often challenging mainstream narratives
that portray Israel in a negative light.

1948 Arab-Israeli War
The war following Israel’s declaration of independence resulted in territorial gains for Israel and
significant displacement of Palestinian populations. Shapiro acknowledges the complexity of this
conflict but emphasizes Israel’s defensive position against multiple invading armies. He argues that
Israel’s survival was a legitimate act of self-defense in the face of existential threats.

Six-Day War and Its Consequences
The 1967 Six-Day War is another focal point for Shapiro’s analysis. He highlights Israel’s preemptive
strike against hostile neighbors and subsequent control over territories such as the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. Shapiro’s interpretation often stresses that Israel’s actions were necessary for national
security, while also addressing the ongoing debate over settlements and territorial disputes.

Shapiro’s Commentary on Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Ben Shapiro’s views on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict are a core component of his discourse on
Israel history. He frequently critiques Palestinian leadership and tactics, emphasizing Israel’s right
to defend its citizens against terrorism and violence. Shapiro also advocates for a strong U.S.-Israel
alliance and opposes narratives that delegitimize Israel’s security concerns. His commentary
includes analysis of peace efforts, such as the Oslo Accords, and the challenges that have prevented
lasting resolution.



Criticism of Palestinian Leadership
Shapiro often points to corruption, incitement, and refusal to recognize Israel’s right to exist as
major obstacles to peace. He argues that Palestinian leadership has missed opportunities for
reconciliation and continues policies that fuel conflict. This stance is a recurring theme in his
discussions about the history and future of the Israeli-Palestinian dynamic.

U.S.-Israel Relations
Strong U.S. support for Israel is a key feature of Shapiro’s commentary. He explains how American
foreign policy has historically backed Israel, reflecting shared democratic values and strategic
interests. Shapiro advocates for continued American engagement to ensure Israel’s security and
regional stability.

Impact of Ben Shapiro’s Israel Perspectives on Public
Discourse
Ben Shapiro’s Israel history commentary has significantly influenced public discourse, especially
among conservative audiences in the United States. His articulate defense of Israel and critical
examination of opposing narratives have shaped debates on college campuses, social media, and
political forums. Shapiro’s approach combines historical facts with contemporary political analysis,
making his views accessible and persuasive to a wide audience.

Influence in Media and Academia
Through podcasts, columns, and speeches, Shapiro disseminates his perspectives on Israel history
widely. His critiques of media coverage on Israel have prompted discussions about bias and
misinformation. In academic and policy circles, Shapiro’s arguments contribute to the broader
conservative understanding of Middle Eastern affairs.

Role in Shaping Conservative Views
Shapiro’s Israel commentary reinforces a pro-Israel stance within conservative ideology,
emphasizing national security, historical legitimacy, and moral arguments. His positions resonate
with many American conservatives who prioritize strong support for Israel as part of U.S. foreign
policy. This influence extends to political discourse and electoral politics.

Clear articulation of Israel’s historical legitimacy

Emphasis on security and defense in Israeli policy

Critique of Palestinian leadership and militant tactics

Advocacy for robust U.S.-Israel relations

Challenge to media narratives perceived as biased against Israel



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Ben Shapiro and what is his connection to Israel?
Ben Shapiro is an American conservative political commentator and author. He is of Jewish heritage
and often discusses Israel-related topics, supporting Israel's right to exist and its policies.

What are Ben Shapiro's views on Israel's history?
Ben Shapiro emphasizes the historical and biblical connection of the Jewish people to the land of
Israel, highlighting the modern state's establishment as a fulfillment of Jewish sovereignty after
centuries of diaspora and persecution.

How does Ben Shapiro address the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?
Ben Shapiro advocates for Israel's security and right to defend itself, often criticizing Palestinian
leadership and rejecting narratives that delegitimize Israel's existence.

Has Ben Shapiro discussed the Six-Day War and its
significance?
Yes, Ben Shapiro frequently references the Six-Day War as a pivotal moment in Israel's history,
showcasing Israel's military strength and survival against hostile neighbors.

What is Ben Shapiro's stance on the BDS movement?
Ben Shapiro is strongly opposed to the Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) movement, viewing it
as an attempt to delegitimize and isolate Israel politically and economically.

Does Ben Shapiro talk about the historical Jewish diaspora in
relation to Israel?
Yes, Ben Shapiro often discusses the Jewish diaspora, emphasizing the continuous Jewish connection
to the land of Israel despite centuries of dispersion and persecution.

How does Ben Shapiro respond to criticism of Israel's policies?
Ben Shapiro defends Israel's policies by citing security concerns, historical context, and the need for
a Jewish homeland, while often challenging what he sees as biased or inaccurate criticism.

Has Ben Shapiro written or spoken extensively about Israel's
founding in 1948?
Yes, Ben Shapiro frequently discusses the founding of Israel in 1948 as a historic and justified event,
marking the return of Jewish sovereignty and the establishment of a democratic state in the Middle
East.



Additional Resources
1. Ben Shapiro: Political Provocateur and Media Maverick
This biography explores the life and career of Ben Shapiro, focusing on his rise as a conservative
commentator and his influence on American political discourse. The book also delves into his
perspectives on Israel and how his Jewish heritage shapes his views. Readers gain insight into
Shapiro’s impact on media and politics in the 21st century.

2. Israel: A History from Ancient Times to Modern Statehood
This comprehensive history traces Israel’s origins from biblical times through its establishment as a
modern nation in 1948. It covers key events such as the Zionist movement, wars, and peace efforts.
The book provides context for understanding contemporary Israeli society and politics.

3. The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Perspectives and Solutions
This book examines the complex history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, presenting multiple
viewpoints to foster understanding. It includes analysis of political, religious, and social factors that
have influenced the region. The author explores potential pathways to peace and the role of
international actors.

4. Zionism: The Birth of a Nation
Focusing on the ideological and political movement behind Israel’s creation, this book outlines the
development of Zionism from the late 19th century onwards. It discusses key figures, such as
Theodor Herzl, and the challenges faced in establishing a Jewish homeland. The narrative provides
important background for understanding Israel’s history.

5. Ben Shapiro and the Culture Wars: Conservatism in the 21st Century
This title analyzes Ben Shapiro’s role in modern conservative thought and his engagement with
cultural and political debates. It highlights his arguments concerning free speech, identity politics,
and Israel. The book places Shapiro within the broader context of American political movements.

6. The Founding of Israel: Conflict and Triumph
Detailing the events leading up to Israel’s independence, this book covers the British Mandate
period, the UN partition plan, and the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. It provides firsthand accounts and
historical documents to illustrate the challenges faced by the nascent state. Readers gain a vivid
picture of Israel’s early struggles and victories.

7. Jewish Identity and Politics in the Modern Era
This work explores how Jewish identity has influenced political views and actions, particularly with
respect to Israel. It includes discussions on diaspora communities, anti-Semitism, and the role of
Israel in Jewish political thought. The book helps explain the intersection of religion, culture, and
politics.

8. Ben Shapiro’s Israel: Advocacy and Controversy
Focusing specifically on Shapiro’s commentary about Israel, this book analyzes his pro-Israel
advocacy and the controversies it has sparked. It examines his arguments about security,
sovereignty, and the Middle East peace process. The text also considers how Shapiro’s views
resonate within American and Israeli politics.

9. From Exodus to Independence: The Jewish People and the State of Israel
This historical narrative covers the journey of the Jewish people from ancient exile to the
establishment of Israel. It traces religious, cultural, and political developments that culminated in



the modern state. The book offers a broad perspective on Jewish history and its connection to
Israel’s creation.
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  ben shapiro israel history: A History of Israel Howard M. Sachar, 2013-07-31 First published
in 1976, Howard M. Sachar’s A History of Israel: From the Rise of Zionism to Our Time was
regarded one of the most valuable works available detailing the history of this still relatively young
country. Decades later, readers can again be immersed in this monumental work. The second edition
of this volume covers topics such as the first of the Aliyahs in the 1880s; the rise of Jewish
nationalism; the beginning of the political Zionist movement and, later, how the movement changed
after Theodor Herzl; the Balfour Declaration; the factors that led to the Arab-Jewish confrontation;
Palestine and its role both during the Second World War and after; the war of independence and the
many wars that followed it over the next few decades; and the development of the Israeli republic
and the many challenges it faced, both domestic and foreign, and still faces today. This is a truly
enriching and exhaustive history of a nation that holds claim to one of the most complicated and
controversial histories in the world.
  ben shapiro israel history: A Short History of Christian Zionism Donald M. Lewis,
2021-08-31 Christian Zionism influences global politics, especially U.S. foreign policy, and has
deeply affected Jewish–Christian and Muslim–Christian relations. With a fair-minded, longitudinal
study of this dynamic yet controversial movement, Donald M. Lewis traces its lineage from biblical
sources through the Reformation to various movements of today.
  ben shapiro israel history: A History of the Jews in Modern Times Max Raisin, 1919
  ben shapiro israel history: Israel in History Derek Penslar, 2007-01-24 This collection of
essays provide a comparative historical analysis of Israel's history. In particular they tackle the often
contentious issues of the nature of Zionism, whether Israel is a colonial state, historiography and
antisemitism as well social and cultural developments.
  ben shapiro israel history: Popular History of the Jews Heinrich Graetz, 1919
  ben shapiro israel history: David Ben-Gurion and the Foundation of Israeli Democracy Nir
Kedar, 2021-12-07 In David Ben-Gurion and the Foundation of Israeli Democracy, Nir Kedar offers a
poignant study of the primary national founder of the State of Israel and the first prime minister of
Israel. Kedar provides an explication of the making of Israeli democracy in terms of its
institutional-legal structures and social-cultural underpinnings. David Ben-Gurion and the
Foundation of Israeli Democracy connects the formal structures of democracy to the fundamental
principles that they were constructed to serve—human freedom and dignity.
  ben shapiro israel history: Israel's Public Diplomacy Jonathan Cummings, 2016-07-27
Hasbara (explaining), the Israeli variant of public diplomacy, is the subject of endless domestic
debate. Israel in the 1960s and 1970s saw many changes in its political and military international
stage. This was a period of unusually intensive attention to the problems of hasbara, beginning with
the appointment of Yisrael Galili as minister with responsibility for government communications and
ending with the dismantling of the Ministry of Information in 1974, less than a year after it had been
created. Israel had only been able to “muddle through,” and, at the end, there was no greater
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sophistication in Israeli thinking and no stronger administrative structure in spite of many
organizational changes. Accessible to anyone interested in the history of Israel as well as political
history and diplomacy, the book serves as a case study of how entrenched political culture can limit
policy options and casts light on the emergence of public diplomacy as a feature of foreign policy.
  ben shapiro israel history: (supplement) : History of the Jews Heinrich Graetz, 1919
  ben shapiro israel history: THE "WAR EFFORT" GOT US OUT OF THE GREAT
DEPRESSION . . . . NOW WE NEED A GOVERNMENT-FUNDED "PEACE EFFORT" TO END
THIS GREAT RECESSION through conversion of private enterprise, processes and products
and more appleton schneider, 2012-11-23 To resurrect the economy is going to take a war-effort
intervention (monetary infusion) by the federal government. To preserve not only the resuscitated
economy, but the resources that base it, is going to require a revision in the way we've been doing
(exploiting, wasting, polluting) things. In this book I consider the ways and means that must be
implemented, not only to get millions of people back into jobs (and keep them in homes). Whole new
systems should be invented, implemented, installed -- plumbing, electrical, traffic and commuting,
even housing and residence-realms. With price controls to prevent profiteering-inflation, the
government infusion necessary to transform systems while re-forming employment problemes . . . it
can work. It did for what we call the War Effort (mobilization for WW II).
  ben shapiro israel history: The Jewish Encyclopedia: a Descriptive Record of the History,
Religion, Literature, and Customs of the Jewish People from the Earliest Times to the Present Day ,
1906
  ben shapiro israel history: The Crisis of Israel's Democracy, 1948–2025 Ilan Peleg, Ruth Amir,
2025-07-10 The Crisis of Israel's Democracy, 1948 - 2025: Origins, Developments, and
Consequences focuses on Israeli democracy, its deep historical origins, development over seven
decades, long-term consequences, and possible resolutions. While most commentaries on Israel's
crisis focus on the proposals for judicial reform by the Netanyahu government, this study focuses on
what it identifies as the fundamental problems of the Israeli regime-its ethnonational (rather than
liberal-democratic) form, its lack of a written constitution undermines the country's deeply divided
society, the greatly dysfunctional relations between the secular majority and the sizeable Orthodox
minority, and above all the seemingly permanent occupation of the Palestinian-inhabited West Bank.
Peleg and Amir offer a broad perspective on these causes, covering the historical failures of the
country's founders, an analysis of Israel's constitutional order and regime type, commentary on
sociopolitical cleavages and the dominant social psychology of Israelis, and analysis of the
charismatic populism of longtime Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The volume concludes
with analyzing future scenarios and possible solutions for Israel's democratic crisis. The Crisis of
Israel's Democracy offers the most comprehensive analysis of Israel's democratic backsliding to
date, comparing it to similar worldwide processes.
  ben shapiro israel history: Rabbis of our Time Marek Čejka, Roman Kořan, 2015-10-16 The
term ‘rabbi’ predominantly denotes Jewish men qualified to interpret the Torah and apply halacha,
or those entrusted with the religious leadership of a Jewish community. However, the role of the
rabbi has been understood differently across the Jewish world. While in Israel they control legally
powerful rabbinical courts and major religious political parties, in the Jewish communities of the
Diaspora this role is often limited by legal regulations of individual countries. However, the
significance of past and present rabbis and their religious and political influence endures across the
world. Rabbis of Our Time provides a comprehensive overview of the most influential rabbinical
authorities of Judaism in the 20th and 21st Century. Through focussing on the most theologically
influential rabbis of the contemporary era and examining their political impact, it opens a broader
discussion of the relationship between Judaism and politics. It looks at the various centres of current
Judaism and Jewish thinking, especially the State of Israel and the USA, as well as locating rabbis in
various time periods. Through interviews and extracts from religious texts and books authored by
rabbis, readers will discover more about a range of rabbis, from those before the formation of Israel
to the most famous Chief Rabbis of Israel, as well as those who did not reach the highest state



religious functions, but influenced the relation between Judaism and Israel by other means. The
rabbis selected represent all major contemporary streams of Judaism, from ultra-Orthodox/Haredi to
Reform and Liberal currents, and together create a broader picture of the scope of contemporary
Jewish thinking in a theological and political context. An extensive and detailed source of
information on the varieties of Jewish thinking influencing contemporary Judaism and the modern
State of Israel, this book is of interest to students and scholars of Jewish Studies, as well as Religion
and Politics.
  ben shapiro israel history: Being Israeli Gershon Shafir, Yoav Peled, 2002-02-14 A timely
study by two well-known scholars offers a theoretically informed account of the political sociology of
Israel. The analysis is set within its historical context as the authors trace Israel's development from
Zionist settlement in the 1880s, through the establishment of the state in 1948, to the present day.
Against this background the authors speculate on the relationship between identity and citizenship
in Israeli society, and consider the differential rights, duties and privileges that are accorded
different social strata. In this way they demonstrate that, despite ongoing tensions, the pressure of
globalization and economic liberalization has gradually transformed Israel from a frontier society to
one more oriented towards peace and private profit. This unexpected conclusion offers some
encouragement for the future of this troubled region. However, Israel's position towards the peace
process is still subject to a tug-of-war between two conceptions of citizenship: liberal citizenship on
the one hand, and a combination of the remnants of republican citizenship associated with the
colonial settlement with an ever more religiously defined ethno-nationalist citizenship, on the other.
  ben shapiro israel history: Mixed Legal Systems, East and West Vernon Valentine Palmer,
Mohamed Y. Mattar, 2016-07-22 Advancing legal scholarship in the area of mixed legal systems, as
well as comparative law more generally, this book expands the comparative study of the world’s
legal families to those of jurisdictions containing not only mixtures of common and civil law, but also
to those mixing Islamic and/or traditional legal systems with those derived from common and/or civil
law traditions. With contributions from leading experts in their fields, the book takes us far beyond
the usual focus of comparative law with analysis of a broad range of countries, including relatively
neglected and under-researched areas. The discussion is situated within the broader context of the
ongoing development and evolution of mixed legal systems against the continuing tides of
globalization on the one hand, and on the other hand the emergence of Islamic governments in some
parts of the Middle East, the calls for a legal status for Islamic law in some European countries, and
the increasing focus on traditional and customary norms of governance in post-colonial contexts.
This book will be an invaluable source for students and researchers working in the areas of
comparative law, legal pluralism, the evolution of mixed legal systems, and the impact of colonialism
on contemporary legal systems. It will also be an important resource for policy-makers and analysts.
  ben shapiro israel history: Cleveland Jews and the Making of a Midwestern Community Sean
Martin, John J. Grabowski, 2020-02-28 The robust Jewish community of Cleveland, Ohio is the
largest Midwestern Jewish community with about 80,000 Jewish residents. Historically, it has been
one of the largest hubs of American Jewish life outside of the East Coast. Yet there is a critical gap in
the literature relating to Jewish Cleveland, its suburbs, and the Midwestern Jewish experience.
Cleveland's Jews in the Urban Midwest remedies this gap, and adds to an emerging subfield in
American Jewish history that moves away from the East Coast to explore Jewish life across the
United States, in cities including Chicago and Detroit, and across regions like the West Coast.
Cleveland's Jews in the Urban Midwest features ten diverse studies from prominent international
scholars, addressing a wide range of subjects and ultimately enhancing our understanding of
regional, urban, and Jewish American history. Focusing on the twentieth century specifically, the
historians included in this collection address critical questions about Jewish Cleveland in the history
of the United States. Essays investigate Jewish philanthropy, comics, gender, religious identity and
education from the perspectives of both Reform and Orthodox Jewish communities, participation in
social service organizations, and the Soviet Jewish movement, among other subjects, and reveal the
different roles these subjects play in shaping Jewish communities over time. Uniquely, this is a work



of regional history that engages fully in parallel conversations in Jewish history and urban history,
making the volume a key addition to these three dynamic fields--Provided by publisher.
  ben shapiro israel history: West Germany and Israel Carole Fink, 2019-01-17 A new history
of the West German-Israeli relationship as these two countries faced terrorism, war, and economic
upheaval in a global Cold War environment.
  ben shapiro israel history: The Oxford Dictionary of the Jewish Religion Adele Berlin, 2011
Hailed by Library Journal as the best ready-reference access point to the Jewish religion, and as
essential by CHOICE in its First Edition, The Oxford Dictionary of the Jewish Religion has been the
go-to resource for students, scholars, and researchers in Judaic Studies since its 1997 publication.
Now, The Oxford Dictionary of the Jewish Religion, Second Edition focuses on recent and changing
rituals in the Jewish community that have come to the fore since the 1997 publication of the First
Edition, including the growing trend of baby-naming ceremonies and the founding of gay/lesbian
synagogues Under the editorship of Adele Berlin, nearly 200 internationally renowned scholars have
created a new edition that incorporates updated bibliographies, biographies of 20th-century
individuals who have shaped the recent thought and history of Judaism, and an index with alternate
spellings of Hebrew terms. Entries from the previous edition have been be revised, new entries
commissioned, and cross-references added, all to increase ease of navigation research. The
Dictionary covers more than three millennia of Jewish religious thought, custom, law, and practice,
from traditional approaches to Reform, Conservative, Reconstructionist, and post-denominational
Judaism. Brief definitions and longer essays, all supplemented with bibliographies, enlighten readers
about the major figures, folklore, and events in the history of Judaism throughout the world.
  ben shapiro israel history: The Middle East Peace Process Ilan Peleg, 2012-02-01 This volume
offers a series of focused analyses of various aspects of the peace process. This interdisciplinary
book includes insights developed by scholars in such diverse disciplines as anthropology, economics,
history, law, political science, social psychology, and international relations. Although the book is
strongest in dealing with Israel's political behavior, it also focuses specifically on the Palestinians
and on Jordan. The contributors combine the perspective of the last few years; the insights of a
variety of social science disciplines, making the complexity of the Middle East situation more
manageable and penetrable; and offer a commitment to an analysis which is relatively detached
from everyday politics and non-normative in tone and in essence. Contributors include Myron J.
Aronoff, Pierre M. Atlas, Mordechai Bar-On, Gad Barzilai, Neil Caplan, Stuart A. Cohen, JoAnn
DiGeorgio-Lutz, Laura Zittrain Eisenberg, Tamar S. Hermann, Aharon Klieman, Guy Mundlak, Ilan
Peleg, Curtis R. Ryan, Ofira Seliktar, Daphne Tsimhoni, and Ephraim Yuchtman-Yaar.
  ben shapiro israel history: Religion, Democracy and Israeli Society Charles S. Liebman,
2012-11-12 First Published in 1997. The essays in this volume are revisions, in some cases
substantial, to the 1995 Sherman Lectures which the author delivered at SOAS, the School of
Oriental and African Studies of the University of London.
  ben shapiro israel history: Israel’s National Historiography Alon Helled, 2024-09-03 The
book analyses the development of Israel's national identity through the world of local Jewish Zionist
historiography. Inspired by Norbert Elias’ historical and figurational sociology, the book examines
the different phases and generations in Israel in light of the collective habitus and the nation-state
survival unit, set by Zionism. It does so by putting in relation the intellectual profession of
history-writing and the processes of state and identity building. It processually pursues the
autonomization of the historiographical field in Israel from its socio-genesis in pre-state Israel to
recent decades. By combining together well-established literature on the relations between
nationalism and statehood and on the particularity of the Israeli case, the book updates the state of
the art and opens new debates on Jewish\Israeli exceptionalism, while shedding light on continuity
and change in Israeli statehood vis-à-vis the supposed uniqueness of Jewish history, as reinterpreted
and codified by Zionism. As it examines the interconnections between local intelligentsia and
politics, the enquiry avails of the sociological concepts of “generation,” “habitus,” “survival unit,”
“field,” according to the long-period tradition of research in Pierre Bourdieu, Norbert Elias, Max



Weber, and more. This rich sociological conceptualization permits to mirror and contextualize
Israel’s national identity with both intellectual and sociopolitical emphases. By situating Israeli
historians and their profession on the dynamic crossroads and intersections of academia, politics,
and greater society, the study delineates the deep meaning of “Israeliness.”
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