
berkeley law federalist society
berkeley law federalist society represents a prominent student organization at the University of
California, Berkeley School of Law, dedicated to fostering open dialogue on constitutional principles,
the rule of law, and conservative and libertarian legal thought. This article explores the significance
of the Berkeley Law Federalist Society, its mission, activities, and impact within the legal academic
community. As a chapter of the national Federalist Society, it serves as a platform for law students
and faculty to engage in debates and discussions on fundamental legal issues, judicial philosophy,
and policy. The society’s role in shaping legal careers, networking opportunities, and influencing
broader legal discourse is also examined. Readers will gain insight into how the Berkeley Law
Federalist Society operates, its membership benefits, and its contribution to the diversity of
perspectives at Berkeley Law. The following sections provide a detailed overview of this influential
organization, its structure, events, and its place within the wider Federalist Society network.
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Overview of the Berkeley Law Federalist Society
The Berkeley Law Federalist Society is a student-run chapter affiliated with the national Federalist
Society, one of the most influential legal organizations in the United States. Established to promote
discussion on the principles of limited government, separation of powers, and judicial restraint, the
Berkeley chapter provides a forum for law students interested in conservative and libertarian legal
theories. It actively encourages intellectual diversity at Berkeley Law through debates, speaker
events, and panel discussions featuring prominent legal scholars, judges, and practitioners. The
society serves as a bridge between students and leaders in the legal community who share an
interest in upholding the Constitution’s original meaning and textual interpretation.

Mission and Objectives
The primary mission of the Berkeley Law Federalist Society is to create a respectful and rigorous
environment where legal ideas related to federalism, individual liberties, and constitutional
interpretation can be explored. It seeks to:

Promote awareness of conservative and libertarian perspectives in law.



Encourage critical examination of judicial activism and governmental overreach.

Foster dialogue among students, faculty, and practitioners on key legal issues.

Support the development of a principled approach to legal analysis based on the rule of law.

Connect members with professional opportunities aligned with their legal philosophies.

Through these objectives, the Berkeley Law Federalist Society enhances the educational experience
by balancing diverse viewpoints in legal scholarship.

Membership and Leadership
Membership in the Berkeley Law Federalist Society is open to all students at UC Berkeley School of
Law who have an interest in constitutional law and the principles espoused by the national
organization. The society’s leadership typically consists of elected student officers, including a
president, vice president, treasurer, and event coordinators. These leaders organize the
programming, maintain communications with the national body, and facilitate connections with legal
professionals. Faculty advisors often support the chapter by providing guidance and participating in
events. The inclusive nature of membership encourages students from various ideological
backgrounds to engage with federalist ideas and contribute to the society’s dynamic environment.

Events and Activities
The Berkeley Law Federalist Society organizes a wide range of events designed to stimulate
intellectual engagement and professional development among its members. Typical activities
include:

Speaker series featuring judges, legal scholars, and practitioners.

Panel discussions on constitutional interpretation, administrative law, and other pressing legal
topics.

Workshops and networking events aimed at career advancement in public interest law,
government, and private practice.

Debates and moot court competitions focusing on federalist legal principles.

Collaborative events with other student organizations to foster broader dialogue.

These events not only enhance members’ understanding of the law but also build valuable
connections within the legal community.



Influence on Legal Education and Careers
The Berkeley Law Federalist Society plays a significant role in shaping the academic and
professional trajectories of its members. By engaging with a range of legal ideas centered on
constitutional fidelity and limited government, students develop a nuanced understanding of the law
that complements their formal education. Participation in the society helps members to:

Gain insights into judicial philosophies that influence Supreme Court and appellate decisions.

Access internships and clerkships through the Federalist Society’s extensive network.

Enhance critical thinking and advocacy skills through debates and public speaking
opportunities.

Build relationships with alumni and legal professionals who share a commitment to the rule of
law.

Prepare for careers in government, academia, private practice, or public interest sectors
aligned with their legal values.

Consequently, the Berkeley Law Federalist Society serves as a critical resource for students aspiring
to make an impact in the legal profession.

Relationship with the National Federalist Society
The Berkeley Law Federalist Society functions as an integral part of the broader national Federalist
Society network, which includes chapters at law schools across the country and a large membership
of legal professionals. This affiliation provides Berkeley students with access to national
conferences, speaker events, and a vast repository of legal scholarship and resources. The national
organization’s emphasis on promoting the principles of textualism, originalism, and judicial restraint
aligns closely with the Berkeley chapter’s activities and goals. Collaboration with the national
society enhances the chapter’s ability to host distinguished speakers and participate in influential
legal debates. This relationship underscores the Berkeley Law Federalist Society’s commitment to
contributing to the ongoing national conversation about the Constitution and the role of the judiciary
in American society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Federalist Society chapter at Berkeley Law?
The Federalist Society chapter at Berkeley Law is a student organization that promotes conservative
and libertarian legal principles, fostering debate and discussion on constitutional and legal issues
from a Federalist perspective.



How active is the Federalist Society at Berkeley Law?
The Federalist Society at Berkeley Law is quite active, organizing regular events such as speaker
panels, debates, and networking opportunities with prominent legal professionals and scholars.

Who can join the Federalist Society at Berkeley Law?
Membership in the Federalist Society at Berkeley Law is open to all students interested in
conservative and libertarian legal ideas, regardless of prior experience or political background.

What types of events does the Berkeley Law Federalist Society
host?
The Berkeley Law Federalist Society hosts a variety of events including guest lectures by judges and
attorneys, panel discussions, debates on constitutional law, and social gatherings for members.

How does the Federalist Society influence Berkeley Law's
academic environment?
The Federalist Society contributes to the academic environment at Berkeley Law by providing a
platform for alternative viewpoints, encouraging rigorous debate, and exposing students to diverse
legal philosophies.

Are there any notable speakers who have presented at the
Berkeley Law Federalist Society?
Yes, the Berkeley Law Federalist Society has hosted notable speakers such as federal judges, law
professors, and leading attorneys who share insights on constitutional issues and legal theory.

How can Berkeley Law students benefit from joining the
Federalist Society?
Students can benefit by expanding their understanding of constitutional law, networking with legal
professionals, enhancing critical thinking skills, and gaining leadership experience through
organizing events.

Does Berkeley Law's Federalist Society collaborate with other
chapters or organizations?
Yes, the Berkeley Law Federalist Society often collaborates with other Federalist Society chapters
and conservative/libertarian legal organizations for joint events and conferences.

How does the Federalist Society at Berkeley Law approach
discussions on controversial legal topics?
The Federalist Society at Berkeley Law encourages open, respectful dialogue on controversial legal



topics, aiming to explore ideas through debate and scholarly discussion rather than partisanship.

Additional Resources
1. The Federalist Society and Legal Conservatism at Berkeley Law
This book explores the rise and influence of the Federalist Society within Berkeley Law School. It
examines how the organization has shaped conservative legal thought and debate on campus. The
author provides an in-depth analysis of key events, student leadership, and the impact on legal
education and jurisprudence.

2. Conservative Jurisprudence: The Federalist Society’s Role in Shaping Legal Thought
Focusing on the Federalist Society’s national presence, this book details its origins and growth, with
a special chapter dedicated to Berkeley Law. It highlights the Society’s efforts to promote
originalism and textualism in constitutional interpretation. The text also discusses how Berkeley
students and faculty have contributed to these intellectual movements.

3. Berkeley Law and the Federalist Society: A Clash of Legal Ideologies
This volume analyzes the ideological debates between Federalist Society members and their more
liberal counterparts at Berkeley Law. It offers a comprehensive overview of campus events, panel
discussions, and legal arguments that reflect the broader national discourse. The book sheds light on
the dynamic and sometimes contentious environment fostered by these interactions.

4. The Federalist Society’s Impact on Legal Education at Berkeley
Examining curriculum changes and student activities, this book investigates how the Federalist
Society has influenced legal education at Berkeley. It considers shifts in teaching methods, guest
lectures, and mentorship opportunities provided by Society members. The author also discusses the
long-term effects on graduates’ career paths and legal philosophy.

5. Originalism and Berkeley Law: The Federalist Society’s Intellectual Legacy
This book delves into the Federalist Society’s promotion of originalism within Berkeley Law’s
academic community. It traces the development of originalist thought through student publications,
symposiums, and faculty support. The book highlights key figures and legal scholars who have been
instrumental in advancing this constitutional interpretation approach.

6. Campus Conservative Movements: The Federalist Society at Berkeley Law
Providing a historical perspective, this book chronicles the establishment and growth of the
Federalist Society chapter at Berkeley Law. It analyzes how the organization has served as a
platform for conservative students amid a predominantly liberal academic environment. The text
also explores outreach efforts and collaborations with other conservative groups nationally.

7. The Federalist Society and Judicial Philosophy: Berkeley Law Perspectives
This work focuses on how the Federalist Society at Berkeley Law has influenced students’ and
faculty’s judicial philosophies. It discusses debates on judicial restraint, activism, and the role of the
courts in society. The book includes interviews and essays from prominent Berkeley Law alumni who
were Federalist Society members.

8. Legal Debates at Berkeley Law: The Federalist Society’s Role in Shaping Discourse
Highlighting the importance of dialogue and debate, this book examines the Federalist Society’s
contribution to legal discourse at Berkeley Law. It details various events such as debates, lectures,
and panel discussions that have fostered robust exchanges of ideas. The author argues that these



activities have enriched the intellectual environment of the law school.

9. From Berkeley to the Bench: The Federalist Society’s Influence on Legal Careers
This book traces the career trajectories of Berkeley Law graduates involved with the Federalist
Society. It shows how the organization’s network and philosophy have helped shape paths to judicial
appointments and influential legal positions. The book provides case studies and profiles of notable
alumni who have impacted the American legal landscape.
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  berkeley law federalist society: Ideas with Consequences Amanda Hollis-Brusky, 2015
Amanda Hollis-Brusky shows how the Federalist Society serves as the hub of a complex circulatory
system and how the ideas it generates have become the lifeblood of the conservative movement
  berkeley law federalist society: The Nonsense Factory Bruce Cannon Gibney, 2019-05-14 A
withering and witty examination of how the American legal system, burdened by complexity and
untrammeled growth, fails Americans and threatens the rule of law itself, by the acclaimed author of
A Generation of Sociopaths. Our trial courts conduct hardly any trials, our correctional systems do
not correct, and the rise of mandated arbitration has ushered in a shadowy system of privatized
justice. Meanwhile, our legislators can't even follow their own rules for making rules, while the rule
of law mutates into a perpetual state of emergency. The legal system is becoming an
incomprehensible farce. How did this happen? In The Nonsense Factory, Bruce Cannon Gibney
shows that over the past seventy years, the legal system has dangerously confused quantity with
quality and might with legitimacy. As the law bloats into chaos, it staggers on only by excusing itself
from the very commands it insists that we obey, leaving Americans at the mercy of arbitrary power.
By examining the system as a whole, Gibney shows that the tragedies often portrayed as isolated
mistakes or the work of bad actors -- police misconduct, prosecutorial overreach, and the outrages of
imperial presidencies -- are really the inevitable consequences of law's descent into lawlessness. The
first book to deliver a lucid, comprehensive overview of the entire legal system, from the grandeur of
Constitutional theory to the squalid workings of Congress, The Nonsense Factory provides a deeply
researched and witty examination of America's state of legal absurdity, concluding with sensible
options for reform.
  berkeley law federalist society: Projections of Power in the Americas Helene Balslev Clausen,
Niels Bjerre-Poulsen, Jan Gustafsson, 2012-08-06 Two phenomena are of central interest in the nine
contributions that make up this volume: one is the question of power and its multiple forms, and the
other is that geographical, political and cultural multifaceted unity we call the ‘the Americas’. The
book is a multidisciplinary effort, written by scholars from the fields of history, political science,
anthropology, sociology and cultural studies, who all share an interest in the ways in which power is
projected in the Americas. Some contributors focus on the sources of power, while others are more
concerned with how it is presented and legitimized by those who hold it. Likewise, some investigate
the relations between government and citizens, while others look at more informal structures of
power. Common to all contributions, however, is that they attempt to trace the forms that political
and social power take in different American contexts – from the highest echelons of political power
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in Washington, D.C. to the local politics of a small village in Mexico. Common to all contributions is a
nuanced exploration of the various manifestations of political and social power in the Americas.
  berkeley law federalist society: Breaking the Law Alex Marlow, 2025-08-05 Alex Marlow,
editor-in-chief of Breitbart News and two-time New York Times bestselling author of the “must-read”
(Peter Schweizer, #1 New York Times bestselling author) Breaking the News and Breaking Biden,
returns with his third book: an intensely-researched examination into the legal cases against
President Trump that threaten not only the conservative movement, but the concept of “law and
order” itself. Just as the political left uses the corporate media, academia, and the culture to advance
their political agendas, they have found a new core American institution that they now exploit to
expand their power: the legal system. Featuring Alex Marlow’s “prescient” (Tucker Carlson) insight,
Breaking the Law effortlessly demonstrates how the American legal system has been weaponized
against President Donald Trump on purely political grounds. Marlow delves into the history and
origins of “lawfare,” debunks the notion that the “rule of law” was ever sacred to the American
political left, and describes the superstructure—the donors, activists, and entities—that have made
the legal system one of the left’s most potent political weapons. Finally, he makes bold predictions
on where lawfare is heading (yes, they really are coming for you) and offers ways to fight its
expanse…before it’s too late.
  berkeley law federalist society: Studies in Law, Politics, and Society Austin Sarat,
2013-05-09 Studies in Law, Politics, and Society is essential reading for legal scholars with a unique
focus on the disciplines of sociology, politics and the humanities. Volume 61 brings together a
diverse range of chapters discussing topics such as child abduction, legal framing, law and film, and
the Supreme Court.
  berkeley law federalist society: The Transformation of American Politics Paul Pierson,
Theda Skocpol, 2011-06-27 The contemporary American political landscape has been marked by two
paradoxical transformations: the emergence after 1960 of an increasingly activist state, and the rise
of an assertive and politically powerful conservatism that strongly opposes activist government.
Leading young scholars take up these issues in The Transformation of American Politics. Arguing
that even conservative administrations have become more deeply involved in managing our economy
and social choices, they examine why our political system nevertheless has grown divided as never
before over the extent to which government should involve itself in our lives. The contributors show
how these two closely linked trends have influenced the reform and running of political institutions,
patterns of civic engagement, and capacities for partisan mobilization--and fueled ever-heightening
conflicts over the contours and reach of public policy. These transformations not only redefined who
participates in American politics and how they do so, but altered the substance of political conflicts
and the capacities of rival interests to succeed. Representing both an important analysis of American
politics and an innovative contribution to the study of long-term political change, this pioneering
volume reveals how partisan discourse and the relationship between citizens and their government
have been redrawn and complicated by increased government programs. The contributors are
Andrea Louise Campbell, Jacob S. Hacker, Nolan McCarty, Suzanne Mettler, Paul Pierson, Theda
Skocpol, Mark A. Smith, Steven M. Teles, and Julian E. Zelizer.
  berkeley law federalist society: The Quiet Coup Mehrsa Baradaran, 2024-05-07 [A]ccessible
and intellectually rich…Essential reading to understand the economic state of the nation. —Kirkus
Reviews (starred review) The celebrated legal scholar and author of The Color of Money reveals how
neoliberals rigged American law, creating widespread distrust, inequality, and injustice. With the
nation lurching from one crisis to the next, many Americans believe that something fundamental has
gone wrong. Why aren’t college graduates able to achieve financial security? Why is government
completely inept in the face of natural disasters? And why do pundits tell us that the economy is
strong even though the majority of Americans can barely make ends meet? In The Quiet Coup,
Mehrsa Baradaran, one of our leading public intellectuals, argues that the system is in fact rigged
toward the powerful, though it wasn’t the work of evil puppet masters behind the curtain. Rather,
the rigging was carried out by hundreds of (mostly) law-abiding lawyers, judges, regulators, policy



makers, and lobbyists. Adherents of a market-centered doctrine called neoliberalism, these
individuals, over the course of decades, worked to transform the nation—and succeeded. They did so
by changing the law in unseen ways. Tracing this largely unknown history from the late 1960s to the
present, Baradaran demonstrates that far from yielding fewer laws and regulations, neoliberalism
has in fact always meant more—and more complex—laws. Those laws have uniformly benefited the
wealthy. From the work of a young Alan Greenspan in creating Black Capitalism, to Supreme Court
Justice Lewis Powell’s efforts to unshackle big money donors, to the establishment of the Law and
Economics approach to legal interpretation—in which judges render opinions based on the
principles of right-wing economics—Baradaran narrates the key moments in the slow-moving coup
that was, and is, neoliberalism. Shifting our focus away from presidents and national policy, she tells
the story of how this nation’s laws came to favor the few against the many, threatening the integrity
of the market and the state. Some have claimed that the neoliberal era is behind us. Baradaran
shows that such thinking is misguided. Neoliberalism is a failed economic idea—it doesn’t, in fact,
create more wealth or more freedom. But it has been successful nevertheless, by seizing the courts
and enabling our age of crypto fraud, financial instability, and accelerating inequality. An original
account of the forces that have brought us to this dangerous moment in American history, The Quiet
Coup reshapes our understanding of the recent past and lights a path toward a better future.
  berkeley law federalist society: Reading Politics with Machiavelli Ronald J. Schmidt, Jr,
2018-06-01 Political theorist Wendy Brown has argued recently that contemporary neoliberalism,
with its relentless obsession on the economy, has all but undone the tenets of democracy. The focus
on maximizing credit scores and capital has, over time, promoted a politics that operates beyond and
below the institutional and electoral world, eroding not just the desire for democratic action but
even our ability to imagine it. In light of recent politics, it seems we may have reached the
apotheosis of this depressing vision. This book is meant to suggest one way of thinking past and out
of the current moment, and it does so by looking to a perhaps unlikely figure: Niccolo Machiavelli.
The book presents Machiavelli as an anachronistic thinker -- a thinker who, deprived of his political
community and public identity during his exile from Florence, originated a new approach to
democratic theory and practice. In particular he immersed himself in the writings of ancient thinkers
and looked to them as models for understanding contemporary problems of corruption, conspiracy,
and torture. This book's main contribution is a methodological one: it argues that the power in
Machiavelli's work derived from this sort of anachronistic reading, which went against the grain of
Renaissance thought. In turn it shows that if we imitate Machiavelli's interpretive method in reading
The Prince and Discourses of Livy, we can find in them solutions to the neoliberal problems Brown
warns about.
  berkeley law federalist society: The ^ACompany They Keep Lawrence Baum, Neal Devins,
2019-01-07 The Company They Keep advances a new way of thinking about Supreme Court
decision-making. In so doing, it explains why today's Supreme Court is the first ever in which lines of
ideological division are also partisan lines between justices appointed by Republican and Democratic
presidents.
  berkeley law federalist society: The Worlds Cause Lawyers Make Austin Sarat, 2005 The
Worlds Cause Lawyers Make examines the connections between lawyers and causes, the settings in
which cause lawyers practice, and the ways they marshal social capital and make strategic
decisions.
  berkeley law federalist society: Financial services and general government
appropriations for 2018 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations.
Subcommittee on Financial Services and General Government, 2017
  berkeley law federalist society: The National Security Court System Glenn Sulmasy,
2009-08-06 Glenn Sulmasy proposes a 'third way' solution that avoids the extremes of an
unaccountable military court system on the one hand and funneling war-on-terror detainees into the
domestic criminal court system on the other. Instead, he advocates creating a separate standing
judicial system, overseen by civilian judges, that allows for habeas corpus appeals and which focuses



exclusively on existing war-on-terror cases as well as the inevitable cases to come--Jacket.
  berkeley law federalist society: ABA Journal , 1991-09 The ABA Journal serves the legal
profession. Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate
members of the American Bar Association.
  berkeley law federalist society: Patent Remedies and Complex Products C. Bradford Biddle,
Jorge L. Contreras, Brian J. Love, Norman V. Siebrasse, 2019-06-27 Through a collaboration among
twenty legal scholars from North America, Europe and Asia, this book presents an international
consensus on the use of patent remedies for complex products such as smartphones, computer
networks, and the Internet of Things. This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
  berkeley law federalist society: Due Process and International Terrorism Roza Pati, 2009 Acts
of terror on a global scale are straining to the breaking point the due process guarantees of the legal
systems of modern democracies. In unequalled breadth and depth, this book analyzes the rights of
persons suspected of a crime, in normal times and emergencies, from the pre-trial phase to the trial
and the post-trial period under all the universal and regional human rights treaty regimes, pertinent
customary international law, general principles of law, international humanitarian law as well as the
hybrid procedures developed by international criminal tribunals. The book then presents a detailed
analysis of United States due process guarantees, in peacetime and in war, and the executive,
legislative and judicial responses to the attacks of September 11, 2001. Professor Pati appraises the
American actions in terms of international law s due process guarantees and proposes courses of
action which can better defend a public order of human dignity.
  berkeley law federalist society: The Politics of Abortion in the United States and
Canada: A Comparative Study Raymond Tatalovich, 2015-05-20 A cross-cultural analysis of the
abortion issue in the United States and Canada. The book focuses on: the judicial, legislative and
executive branches; public opinion and interest groups; federal agencies; and the roles of
subnational authorities and the health care sectors.
  berkeley law federalist society: Marriage Equality William N. Eskridge, Christopher R. Riano,
2020-08-18 The definitive history of the marriage equality debate in the United States, praised by
Library Journal as beautifully and accessibly written. . . . .An essential work.” As a legal scholar who
first argued in the early 1990s for a right to gay marriage, William N. Eskridge Jr. has been on the
front lines of the debate over same†‘sex marriage for decades. In this book, Eskridge and his
coauthor, Christopher R. Riano, offer a panoramic and definitive history of America’s marriage
equality debate. The authors explore the deeply religious, rabidly political, frequently administrative,
and pervasively constitutional features of the debate and consider all angles of its dramatic history.
While giving a full account of the legal and political issues, the authors never lose sight of the
personal stories of the people involved, or of the central place the right to marry holds in a person’s
ability to enjoy the dignity of full citizenship. This is not a triumphalist or one†‘sided book but a
thoughtful history of how the nation wrestled with an important question of moral and legal equality.
  berkeley law federalist society: Lawyers of the Right Ann Southworth, 2009-08-01 A timely
and multifaceted portrait of the lawyers who serve the diverse constituencies of the conservative
movement, Lawyers of the Right explains what unites and divides lawyers for the three major
groups—social conservatives, libertarians, and business advocates—that have coalesced in recent
decades behind the Republican Party. Drawing on in-depth interviews with more than seventy
lawyers who represent conservative and libertarian nonprofit organizations, Ann Southworth
explores their values and identities and traces the implications of their shared interest in promoting
political strategies that give lawyers leading roles. She goes on to illuminate the function of mediator
organizations—such as the Heritage Foundation and the Federalist Society for Law and Public
Policy—that have succeeded in promoting cooperation among different factions of conservative
lawyers. Such cooperation, she finds, has aided efforts to drive law and the legal profession
politically rightward and to give lawyers greater prominence in the conservative movement.
Southworth concludes, though, that tensions between the conservative law movement’s elite and
populist elements may ultimately lead to its undoing.



  berkeley law federalist society: War, Resistance and Counter-Resistance in Modern Times
Francis Feeley, 2010-08-11 These essays on war, resistance and counter resistance represent an
original approach to understanding how political constraints on human behavior, and the resistance
movements to which these restrictions give rise, produce counter-resistant forces which represent
new constraints, which in turn often generate new and innovative behaviors which sometimes create
new crystallizations of cultural expression and occasionally influence institutions and traditions. This
new anthology offers a unique analysis of the important role political constraints play in the
production of creative thinking and the development of systematic projects aimed at human
liberation. In the preface, Francis Feeley clearly states the purpose of this book, which is to
demonstrate how resistance movements have often given birth to counter-resistance measures
employed mostly by state agencies aimed at stifling the self-realization of certain groups and
promoting the self-realization of other organized interests. The following essays are a composite of
writings by political activists, poets, and academic scholars. The introduction offers a brief
description of major resistance movements in the United States. This historical overview presents a
context for the appearance of the 20th- century resistance movements described in the following
chapters. We are alerted from the start that one of the unifying themes of these essays is the
dialectical relationship between social movements and political institutions, producing democracy
within American institutions; another theme will be how these social contradictions which generate
the growth of democracy have proven time and again to operate beyond the control of capitalist
interests both in France and within the United States, thereby giving rise to many species of
democratic expression... Gilles Vachon's description of his childhood impressions of Paris under the
German occupation offers new insights into micro-resistance at the level of alternative perceptions
and subliminal communications. George Brown's contribution to the thesis of this book, although
first published in 1978, is his self-conscious description of one man entering into a dialectical
relationship with prison reforms, which pushed him into a deeper understanding of the injustices
that he had suffered as a child and young adult growing up Black in the United States. In the third
chapter of this book Francis Feeley uncovers the economic interests behind the production of
political repression. His analysis of the Homeland Security Act, and the growth of surveillance and
security industry that it gave rise to, supports the main thesis of this book, namely that the
contradictions which generate democracy exist beyond the control, and very often beyond the
apprehension, of the society in which they are created. Patrick Litsangou's essay in chapter 4
contributes to our understanding of the dialectical relationship between the mainstream media and
the alternative media, in the period of the U.S. military invasion of Iraq. He illustrates in this essay
how the demise of mainstream medias independence gave rise to the extraordinary success of the
alternative media, as large numbers of people living within the United States vigorously struggled to
stay informed, in order to understand the palpable contradictions in their lives. In the fifth chapter,
Peterson Nnajiofor recounts the histories of resistance and counter resistance around the aggressive
activities of US petroleum companies in the Niger Delta, where class warfare has produced
strategies and counter tactics that have been evolving for decades in the relationships between the
inhabitants of the region and the transnational corporations which control their political economy to
the almost unimaginable detriment of the environment. The last chapter of this book is an excerpt
from Professor Anthony Wilden's classic work, Man and Woman, War and Peace, the Strategists
Companion (New York, 1987). Despite having been published more than two decades ago, this
theoretical study stands as a contemporary statement on the epistemology of strategic thought. The
indirect approach, described here by Wilden complements Professor Feeley's thesis that the forces
of resistance and the forces of counter resistance are intimately related; that from this
interrelationship new cultural expressions are created, some of which have long-term effects on the
society in which they occur. The formation of a revolutionary counterculture is but one example of
the effects of this power interface. As professor Wilden notes, no confrontation occurs without some
structural modification taking place. The forces of order are never the same after they successfully
repress the forces of change, and guerrilla warfare tactics are constantly evolving, adapting to new



conditions. Professor Feeley concludes this anthology by attempting to synthesize the main ideas
presented in the seven essays in this book. The main thread running through these chapters is the
idea that cultural order cannot be reduced to the natural order. This idea is clearly expressed in
each of the essays found in this book, and the conclusion convincingly states the view that social
science, like all other cultural expressions, exists beyond being, in the realm of becoming.
  berkeley law federalist society: The Law School Buzz Book Vault Editors, 2006-02-07 In this
new edition, Vault publishes the entire surveys of current students and alumni at more than 100 top
law schools. Each 4-to 5-page entry is composed of insider comments from students and alumni, as
well as the school's responses to the comments.
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