berger and luckmann social
construction of reality

berger and luckmann social construction of reality is a seminal concept in
sociology that explores how knowledge and reality are created through social
processes. Developed by Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann in their 1966
work, this theory fundamentally challenges the notion of objective reality by
emphasizing the role of human interaction in shaping what is perceived as
real. The social construction of reality illustrates how individuals and
societies construct shared meanings, norms, and institutions that influence
behavior and perception. This article delves into the key components of
Berger and Luckmann’s theory, its theoretical framework, and its implications
for understanding society and knowledge. Additionally, it examines critiques
and contemporary relevance in sociological discourse. The following sections
provide a comprehensive overview of the social construction of reality and
its enduring impact.

Understanding the Concept of Social Construction

Key Elements of Berger and Luckmann’s Theory

The Process of Social Construction

Implications for Knowledge and Society

Critiques and Contemporary Relevance

Understanding the Concept of Social
Construction

The concept of social construction centers on the idea that reality is not an
inherent, fixed entity but rather is created and maintained through social
interactions and shared understandings. Berger and Luckmann’s social
construction of reality posits that what individuals accept as “reality” is
largely dependent on cultural and societal contexts. This challenges
positivist views that treat reality as objective and measurable independently
of human perception. Instead, reality is seen as a dynamic and fluid
phenomenon shaped by language, symbols, and institutional practices.

Historical Context and Development

Berger and Luckmann’s theory emerged during a period when sociologists were
increasingly interested in the role of language, communication, and everyday



life in shaping social phenomena. Influenced by phenomenology and symbolic
interactionism, their work sought to explain how knowledge is constructed
collectively. This theory marked a shift from macro-level structural analyses
to a focus on micro-level interactions and the subjective experiences that
inform social order.

Core Definition

According to Berger and Luckmann, social construction refers to the process
through which individuals and groups create and sustain meanings that define
their reality. These constructed realities are institutionalized, becoming
accepted as objective facts, despite being contingent on social contexts. The
social construction of reality thus bridges the subjective and objective
dimensions of human life.

Key Elements of Berger and Luckmann’s Theory

Berger and Luckmann identify several critical components that constitute the
social construction of reality. These elements explain how knowledge,
meaning, and social order are created and maintained through social
processes.

Externalization

Externalization refers to the process by which individuals express their
subjective meanings and experiences into the social world. Through language,
actions, and creations, people project their internal thoughts outward,
contributing to the shared social reality. This stage highlights the human
capacity to shape the environment and social structures.

Objectivation

Objectivation occurs when the products of externalization acquire an
existence independent of their creators. Over time, these social products
take on a life of their own, becoming perceived as objective facts or
realities. Examples include laws, cultural norms, and institutions that
appear natural or given, rather than socially constructed.

Internalization

Internalization is the process where individuals absorb the objective reality
created by society and make it part of their subjective consciousness.
Through socialization, people learn the norms, values, and knowledge that
constitute their social world, thereby perpetuating the constructed reality



across generations.

Institutionalization

Institutionalization refers to the establishment of stable patterns of
behavior and social arrangements that structure human interactions.
Institutions embody the social constructions that have been externalized and
objectified. They regulate social life and provide frameworks within which
individuals operate.

The Process of Social Construction

The social construction of reality is an ongoing, cyclical process involving
continuous interaction between individuals and society. This dynamic process
ensures that reality is not static but evolves with changes in social
contexts and relationships.

Stages of Social Construction

The process can be summarized through the following stages:

e Externalization: Creative expression of individual meanings.

e Objectivation: Transformation of subjective creations into socially
recognized realities.

e Internalization: Adoption of these realities by individuals through
socialization.

This cycle exemplifies how society and individuals co-create reality,
emphasizing the reciprocal relationship between agency and structure.

Role of Language and Communication

Language is central to Berger and Luckmann’s theory as the primary medium
through which social reality is constructed and transmitted. Through symbolic
communication, people negotiate meanings, share experiences, and establish
common understandings that constitute reality. Without language, the social
construction of reality would be impossible.

Implications for Knowledge and Society

The social construction of reality has profound implications for the nature



of knowledge, social order, and human behavior. It challenges traditional
epistemological assumptions and informs various fields within sociology and
beyond.

Knowledge as Socially Constructed

Berger and Luckmann argue that knowledge is not a mere reflection of
objective reality but is created within social contexts. Scientific facts,
cultural beliefs, and everyday understandings are all products of social
processes. This perspective has influenced the sociology of knowledge and
epistemology by highlighting the contingent and historical nature of
knowledge.

Impact on Social Institutions

Institutions such as family, education, religion, and law are seen as
embodiments of socially constructed realities. They regulate behavior, create
social order, and perpetuate shared meanings. Understanding these
institutions as constructed rather than natural allows for critical analysis
of power relations and social change.

Everyday Life and Social Order

The theory emphasizes that social order is maintained through everyday
interactions and shared understandings. Rituals, routines, and habits
reinforce the constructed reality and provide stability within society. This
insight has applications in studying identity, culture, and social cohesion.

Critiques and Contemporary Relevance

While Berger and Luckmann’s social construction of reality remains
influential, it has also faced critiques and evolved with contemporary
sociological thought.

Critiques of the Theory

Some critics argue that the theory underestimates the material and structural
constraints that shape social life, placing too much emphasis on human agency
and subjective meanings. Others note that it may overlook power dynamics that
influence which realities become dominant. These critiques have prompted
further theoretical refinements and integration with critical theories.



Continued Influence in Sociology and Beyond

Despite critiques, the social construction of reality continues to shape
research in sociology, anthropology, psychology, and cultural studies. It
informs studies on identity formation, social movements, media, and
technology. Contemporary scholarship often combines Berger and Luckmann’s
insights with analyses of power, inequality, and globalization.

Applications in Modern Contexts

Examples of the theory’s application include:

e Understanding the construction of gender roles and identities.
e Analyzing the social construction of race and ethnicity.
e Examining how digital media shapes perceptions of reality.

e Exploring the role of social narratives in political discourse.

These applications demonstrate the enduring relevance of Berger and
Luckmann’'s framework in explaining how realities are continuously negotiated
and transformed in contemporary society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main concept of Berger and Luckmann's
'The Social Construction of Reality'?

The main concept is that reality is socially constructed through human
interactions and shared understandings, meaning that what we perceive as
reality is shaped by social processes rather than being purely objective.

Who are Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann?

Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann are sociologists who co-authored the
influential book 'The Social Construction of Reality' in 1966, which explores
how knowledge and reality are created through social interactions.

How do Berger and Luckmann define 'social
construction'?

They define social construction as the process by which people collectively

create and maintain a shared reality through language, communication, and
social interactions.



What role does language play in Berger and
Luckmann's theory?

Language is fundamental in their theory as it is the primary medium through
which individuals communicate, negotiate meanings, and construct social
reality.

What is 'habitualization' in the context of social
construction?

Habitualization refers to the process by which repeated actions become
patterns or habits, making social behaviors predictable and stable, thus
contributing to the construction of social reality.

How does institutionalization relate to social
construction of reality?

Institutionalization occurs when habitualized actions become established as
institutions, providing a framework that shapes and constrains individual
behaviors within a society.

What is the difference between 'externalization,'’
'objectivation,' and 'internalization' in their
framework?

Externalization is the process of expressing human activity into the social
world, objectivation is when these externalized products take on an objective
reality independent of individuals, and internalization is the process by
which individuals learn and accept these objectified realities as part of
their own social reality.

Why is 'social construction of reality' important in
sociology?

It highlights how knowledge and realities are not simply discovered but
created through social processes, which helps explain variations in cultural
norms, beliefs, and institutions across different societies.

How does Berger and Luckmann's theory apply to
modern digital communication?

Their theory applies by showing how online interactions and digital platforms
contribute to creating new social realities, shaping identities, norms, and
collective understandings in virtual spaces.



Can the social construction of reality change over
time?

Yes, since social realities are constructed through human interactions,
changes in societal beliefs, practices, or technologies can alter these
realities, reflecting the dynamic nature of social construction.

Additional Resources

1. The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise in the Sociology of
Knowledge

This foundational book by Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann introduces the
concept of social constructionism, explaining how knowledge and reality are
created through social interactions. It explores how everyday life and
institutions are constructed and maintained through language and shared
meanings. The work remains a cornerstone in sociology, philosophy, and
cultural studies for understanding how reality is socially shaped.

2. Social Constructionism by Vivien Burr

Vivien Burr’s book provides a clear and accessible introduction to social
constructionism, drawing heavily on Berger and Luckmann’s theories. It
explains how knowledge and social phenomena are constructed rather than
inherent or natural. The text also discusses the implications of these ideas
for research and social practice.

3. Constructing Social Reality by John R. Searle

John Searle expands on the ideas of social construction by examining how
social facts and institutions are created through collective intentionality
and language. His work complements Berger and Luckmann by focusing on the
philosophical underpinnings of social reality. This book is influential in
both philosophy and social theory.

4. Knowledge and Social Structure: Studies in the Sociology of Knowledge
edited by Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann

This collection of essays delves deeper into the relationship between
knowledge and social structures, building on the themes introduced in "The
Social Construction of Reality." It explores various aspects of how knowledge
is produced, maintained, and transformed within social contexts. The volume
provides important empirical and theoretical insights.

5. Social Worlds and Constructing Reality: The Sociology of Knowledge
Approach by Anselm Strauss

Strauss’s work integrates the sociology of knowledge with symbolic
interactionism, emphasizing the ongoing process of reality construction in
social worlds. The book highlights how identities, roles, and institutions
are created through interaction. It offers a dynamic perspective on Berger
and Luckmann’s theories.

6. Reality Bites: An Introduction to the Sociology of Knowledge by James A.



Holstein and Jaber F. Gubrium

Holstein and Gubrium provide an introduction to the sociology of knowledge
with a focus on social constructionist perspectives, including Berger and
Luckmann’s contributions. The book discusses how social realities are
constructed through discourse and interaction, highlighting methodological
approaches. It’'s especially useful for students new to the field.

7. The Social Construction of the Person edited by Jeffrey C. Alexander and

Philip Smith

This edited volume explores how identities and the concept of the person are
socially constructed, drawing on Berger and Luckmann’s framework. The essays
examine the interplay between individual agency and social structures in the
creation of selfhood. It broadens the application of social constructionism

into psychological and cultural domains.

8. Social Constructionism: Sources and Stirrings in Theory and Practice by
Gary A. Fine and Gregory M. Strauss

Fine and Strauss trace the development of social constructionist theory from
its origins, including the seminal work of Berger and Luckmann. The book
provides historical context and discusses key debates and applications of
social constructionism across disciplines. It serves as both a historical
overview and a critical reflection.

9. Language and Social Reality: Constructing the Social World by John Shotter
Shotter explores how language acts as a fundamental tool in the construction
of social reality, echoing Berger and Luckmann’s emphasis on communication.
The book focuses on dialogical processes and the performative nature of
language in shaping social life. It offers a nuanced perspective on how
reality is continuously produced through interaction.
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berger and luckmann social construction of reality: The Social Construction of Reality
Peter L. Berger, Thomas Luckmann, 2011-04-26 A watershed event in the field of sociology, this text
introduced “a major breakthrough in the sociology of knowledge and sociological theory generally”
(George Simpson, American Sociological Review). In this seminal book, Peter L. Berger and Thomas
Luckmann examine how knowledge forms and how it is preserved and altered within a society.
Unlike earlier theorists and philosophers, Berger and Luckmann go beyond intellectual history and
focus on commonsense, everyday knowledge—the proverbs, morals, values, and beliefs shared
among ordinary people. When first published in 1966, this systematic, theoretical treatise
introduced the term social construction,effectively creating a new thought and transforming
Western philosophy.
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berger and luckmann social construction of reality: The Social Construction of Reality
Peter L. Berger, Thomas Luckmann, 1979

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: Classical and Contemporary
Sociological Theory Scott Appelrouth, Laura Desfor Edles, 2008 A unique hybrid of text and
readings, this book combines the major writings of sociology’s core classical and contemporary
theorists with an historical as well as theoretical framework for understanding them. Laura Desfor
Edles and Scott A Appelrouth provide not just a biographical and theoretical summary of each
theorist/reading, but an overarching scaffolding which students can use to examine, compare and
contrast each theorists’ major themes and concepts. No other theory text combines such
student-friendly explanation and analysis with original theoretical works. Key features include: *
Pedagogical devices and visual aids - charts, figures and photographs - to help summarize key
concepts, illuminate complex ideas and provoke student interest * Chapters on well-known figures,
such as Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Parsons and Foucault as well as an in-depth discussion of lesser
known voices, such as Charlotte Perkins-Gilman, WEB Du Bois, and Leslie Sklair * Photos of not only
the theorists, but of the historical milieu from which the theories arose as well as a glossary at the
back

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: Sociological Theory in the
Contemporary Era Scott Appelrouth, Laura Desfor Edles, 2010-11-29 Uses a proven text/reader
hybrid format to introduce contemporary theorists, their original works, and a theoretical framework
for understanding them Praise for Sociological Theory in the Contemporary Era Current users of
most other theory texts should take notice of Sociological Theory in the Contemporary Era, as it
rivals existing volumes with its accessibility and its selections. --Dustin Kidd, Temple University,
TEACHING SOCIOLOGY, Vol. 36, 2008 (April: 161-184) Sociological Theory in the Contemporary
Era, Second Edition, combines well-edited, important original writings from sociology's core
contemporary theorists with introductory text that provides a historical and theoretical framework
for understanding them. Authors Scott Appelrouth and Laura Desfor Edles use this unique
text/reader approach to introduce students to contemporary sociological theory in a lively and
engaging fashion. The text/reader provides not only a biographical and theoretical summary of each
theorist's works but also an overarching scaffolding that students can use to examine, compare, and
contrast each theorist's major themes and concepts. The book also offers discussions of past social
and intellectual milieus to provide a holistic picture of the development of the theories discussed.
Contributor to the SAGE Teaching Innovations and Professional Development Award

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: Handbook of Constructionist
Research James A. Holstein, Jaber F. Gubrium, 2008-01-01 Constructionism has become one of the
most popular research approaches in the social sciences. But until now, little attention has been
given to the conceptual and methodological underpinnings of the constructionist stance, and the
remarkable diversity within the field. This cutting-edge handbook brings together a dazzling array of
scholars to review the foundations of constructionist research, how it is put into practice in multiple
disciplines, and where it may be headed in the future. The volume critically examines the analytic
frameworks, strategies of inquiry, and methodological choices that together form the mosaic of
contemporary constructionism, making it an authoritative reference for anyone interested in
conducting research in a constructionist vein.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: The Communicative Construction of
Reality Hubert Knoblauch, 2019-12-06 This volume advocates a shift from the social constructivism
found in the work of Thomas Luckmann and Peter Berger, to a communicative constructivism that
acknowledges communication as an embodied form of action in its own right, according to which
social actors, in engaging in communicative action, construct a material social reality that guides,
delimits, and enables actions. A study of the importance of understanding the role of communication
in an age in which digitization and mediatization have extended the reach of communication to a
global level and brought about the emergence of the communication society, The Communicative
Construction of Reality shows how communication society does not merely replace modern society



and its hierarchical institutions, but complements it in a manner that continually results in conflicts
leading to the refiguration of society. As such, it will appeal to scholars of sociology with interests in
the sociology of knowledge, communication, and social theory.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: Social Constructivism as Paradigm?
Michaela Pfadenhauer, Hubert Knoblauch, 2018-10-25 Social constructivism is one of the most
prominent theoretical approaches in the social sciences. This volume celebrates the 50th
anniversary of its first formulation in Peter Berger and Luckmann'’s classic foundational text, The
Social Construction of Reality. Addressing the work’s contribution to establishing social
constructivism as a paradigm and discussing its potential for current questions in social theory, the
contributing authors indicate the various cultural understandings and theoretical formulations that
exist of social construction, its different fields of research and the promising new directions for
future research that it presents in its most recent developments. A study of the importance of a work
that established a paradigm in the international sociology of knowledge, this book will appeal to
scholars of sociology with interests in social theory, the history of the social sciences and the
significance of social constructivism.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: Social Construction of National Reality
Fu-Lai Tony Yu, Diana S. Kwan, 2020-10-14 Social Construction of National Reality:Taiwan, Tibet
and Hong Kong applies Peter Berger’s theory of social construction of reality to explain the origins
of national identity and the process of nation building. Professor Fu-Lai Tony Yu and Diana S. Kwan
examine how everyday life experiences, as a result of socialization, germinate ingroup and outgroup
which differentiate nationals and foreigners. Using this theory to advance an understanding of
conflicts between national groups, Yu and Kwan analyze how national consciousnesses have
precipitated the Taiwan Strait Crisis, upheavals in Tibet, and Hong Kong’s Umbrella Movement.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: Social Construction of International
Politics Ted Hopf, 2002 In this deeply researched book Ted Hopf challenges contemporary
theorizing about international relations. He advances what he believes is a commonsensical notion: a
state's domestic identity has an enormous effect on its international policies. Hopf argues that
foreign policy elites are inextricably bound to their own societies; in order to understand other
states, they must first understand themselves. To comprehend Russian and Soviet foreign policy, it is
just as important to read what is being consumed on the Moscow subway as it is to conduct research
in the Foreign Ministry archives, the author says. Hopf recreates the major currents in
Russian/Soviet identity, reconstructing the identity topographies of two profoundly important years,
1955 and 1999. To provide insights about how Russians made sense of themselves in the
post-Stalinist and late Yeltsin periods, he not only uses daily newspapers and official discourse, but
also delves into works intended for mass consumption?popular novels, film reviews, ethnographic
journals, high school textbooks, and memoirs. He explains how the different identities expressed in
these varied materials shaped the worldviews of Soviet and Russian decisionmakers. Hopf finds that
continuous renegotiations and clashes among competing domestic visions of national identity had a
profound effect on Soviet and Russian foreign policy. Broadly speaking, Hopf shows that all
international politics begins at home.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: Education and Sociology David
Levinson, Peter W. Cookson, Alan R. Sadovnik, 2002 First Published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint
of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: The Reality of Social Construction Dave
Elder-Vass, 2012-04-23 'Social construction' is a central metaphor in contemporary social science,
yet it is used and understood in widely divergent and indeed conflicting ways by different thinkers.
Most commonly, it is seen as radically opposed to realist social theory. Dave Elder-Vass argues that
social scientists should be both realists and social constructionists and that coherent versions of
these ways of thinking are entirely compatible with each other. This book seeks to transform
prevailing understandings of the relationship between realism and constructionism. It offers a
thorough ontological analysis of the phenomena of language, discourse, culture and knowledge, and




shows how this justifies a realist version of social constructionism. In doing so, however, it also
develops an analysis of these phenomena that is significant in its own right.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: Science without Myth Sergio Sismondo,
1996-01-01 This philosophical introduction to and discussion of social and political studies of science
argues that scientific knowledge is socially constructed.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: The Social Construction of Reality
Peter L. Berger, Thomas Luckmann, 1967-07-11 Called the fifth-most important sociological book of
the 20th century by the International Sociological Association, this groundbreaking study of
knowledge introduces the concept of social construction into the social sciences for the first time. In
it, Berger and Luckmann reformulate the task of the sociological subdicipline that, since Max
Scheler, has been known as the sociology of knowledge.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: In Christ, in Colossae Derek Tidball,
2014-08-08 In this book Derek Tidball takes the reader through a number of sociological models and
engages with Paul's Letter to the Colossians. He examines such topics as conversion, identity, the
social construction of belief and institution, and Christian ethics. Finally, he discerns the church as a
reading community. The purpose of the book is to apply major sociological discussions of the New
Testament to the letter of Colossians with the objectives of (a) introducing those who do not know
the rich literature on the sociology of the New Testament to some concrete examples of it and the
illumination it provides; (b) providing a systematic sociological approach to Colossians; and (c)
engaging with and evaluating the scattered discussion that has been held with regard to Colossians.
The result is a rich engagement with the Letter to the Colossians and an encouragement to look
again at our own Christian communities.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: An Introduction to the Sociology of
Religion Inger Furseth, Pal Repstad, 2006-01-01 An Introduction to the Sociology of Religion
provides an overview of sociological theories of contemporary religious life. Some chapters are
organized according to topic. Others offer brief presentations of classical and contemporary
sociologists from Karl Marx to Zygmunt Bauman and their perspectives on social life, including
religion. Throughout the book, illustrations and examples are taken from several religious traditions.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: Postliberal Theology: A Guide for the
Perplexed Ronald T. Michener, 2013-02-14 Postliberal theology is a movement in contemporary
theology that rejects both the Enlightenment appeal to a 'universal rationality' and the liberal
assumption of an immediate religious experience common to all humanity. The movement initially
began in the 1980's with its association to Yale Divinity School. Theologians such as Hans Frei, Paul
Holmer, David Kelsey, and George Lindbeck were influential and were significantly influenced by
theologians such as Karl Barth, Clifford Geertz, and Ludwig Wittgenstein. Postliberalism uses a
narrative approach to theology, such as developed by Hans Frei, and argues that all thought and
experience is historically and socially mediated. Michener provide the reader with an accessible
introductory overview of the origins, current thought, potential problems, and future possibilities of
postliberal theology. The basic philosphical and theological background are be briefly discussed,
along with the seminal and predominant theologians identified with the movement. Michener shows
how postliberalism emerges from the context of the postmodern critique of Enlightenment
rationalism and empiricism. Postliberal theology is extremely critical of classical liberal theology,
rather than an advancement of its agenda.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: The Arts and the Bible Stanley E.
Porter, Wendy ]J. Porter, 2024-01-04 Throughout its history, the Christian church has had a troubled
relationship with the arts, whether literature, poetry, music, visual arts, or other forms of artistic
expression. This volume is not designed to resolve the issues, but it is designed to present a number
of different statements about various dimensions of the arts in their relationship to the Bible. The
Bible is the document that stands behind the Christian church as an inspiration to it and to its arts.
As a result, we have divided this volume into six parts: perspectives on the arts, culture and art,
visual enactments, contemporary interpretations, music, and the Bible and literature. Many of the




issues that the history of the interaction of the arts and the Bible within the Christian church has
uncovered are insightfully and artfully addressed by this book. The wide range of contributors runs
the gamut from practicing artists of various media to scholars within varied academic fields.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: YinYang Bipolar Relativity: A Unifying
Theory of Nature, Agents and Causality with Applications in Quantum Computing, Cognitive
Informatics and Life Sciences Zhang, Wen-Ran, 2011-03-31 YinYang bipolar relativity can trace its
philosophical origins to ancient Chinese YinYang cosmology, which claims that everything has two
sides or two opposite, but reciprocal, poles or energies. More specifically, this discipline is intended
to be a logical unification of general relativity and quantum mechanics. YinYang Bipolar Relativity: A
Unifying Theory of Nature, Agents and Causality with Applications in Quantum Computing,
Cognitive Informatics and Life Sciences presents real-world applications of YinYang bipolar relativity
that focus on quantum computing and agent interaction. This unique work makes complex
theoretical topics, such as the ubiquitous effects of quantum entanglement, logically comprehendible
to a vast audience.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: Rationality, Humility, and Spirituality
in Christian Life Dennis Hiebert, 2020-02-27 As Euro-American culture turns resolutely away from
religiosity toward spirituality and becomes increasingly post-Christian, the ordinary, everyday
practice of Christian life is ever more questioned and in need of scrutiny. In this interdisciplinary
analysis, Christians are first called to comprehend the excessive rationality that modernity has built
into both the cognitive and organizational structure of contemporary Christian life. They are then
summoned to personify an authentic attitude of humility, and in particular, the virtue of intellectual
humility that is most challenged and tested by religious convictions. Going forward, Christians are
subsequently invited to live their faith more as an internally differentiated and open spirituality,
rather than an externally determined and regulated religiosity. When we exhaust our rationality and
are confronted with its limitations, we are humbled by our finitude and animated by our spirituality.

berger and luckmann social construction of reality: Narrative Art, Political Rhetoric
Patricia Dutcher-Walls, 1996-02-01 Narrative, rhetorical, ideological and sociological methods reveal
an intricately related set of meanings in 2 Kings 11-12.
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