
best common app essays
best common app essays are essential components of a successful college application. Crafting a
compelling essay can significantly enhance an applicant's chances of admission by showcasing
personality, experiences, and unique perspectives. This article explores what makes the best common
app essays stand out, including key elements such as authenticity, storytelling, and structure.
Additionally, it provides practical tips for selecting topics, avoiding common pitfalls, and polishing the
final draft. Understanding these aspects is crucial for students aiming to submit essays that resonate
with admissions officers and highlight their individuality. The following sections will break down the
qualities of top essays, strategies for writing, and examples of effective approaches.
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Understanding the Best Common App Essays
The best common app essays are those that effectively communicate the applicant’s identity, values,
and aspirations. These essays go beyond summarizing achievements and provide insight into the
applicant’s character and potential contribution to the college community. Admissions officers seek
essays that are not only well-written but also authentic and reflective of genuine experiences or
thoughts.

Successful essays typically demonstrate a clear voice, vivid storytelling, and meaningful reflection.
They avoid clichés and generic statements, instead focusing on specific moments or ideas that reveal
something unique about the writer. Understanding these fundamentals helps applicants approach
their essays with a strategic mindset.

Purpose of the Common App Essay
The primary purpose of the common app essay is to provide a platform for students to express
themselves beyond test scores and grades. It allows colleges to assess writing ability, critical thinking,
and personal qualities. The essay can illustrate how a student thinks, what motivates them, and how
they handle challenges or growth opportunities.



Why Quality Matters
The quality of the essay can influence admission decisions, scholarship opportunities, and even
placement in honors programs. A strong essay can differentiate a candidate in a competitive
applicant pool, making the difference between acceptance and rejection. Therefore, investing time
and effort into crafting the best common app essays is a worthwhile endeavor.

Key Elements of Successful Common App Essays
Several core elements consistently appear in the best common app essays. Recognizing and
incorporating these elements increases the chances of producing an impactful and memorable essay.

Authenticity and Honesty
Authenticity is paramount. Essays that reflect true experiences and sincere emotions resonate more
deeply with readers. Admissions officers appreciate honesty, even if the story involves vulnerability or
imperfection.

Strong Narrative and Storytelling
Using a narrative structure to tell a story captures attention and makes the essay engaging. The best
essays often include a clear beginning, middle, and end, with vivid descriptions and dialogue when
appropriate.

Focused and Clear Theme
Successful essays maintain a clear focus or theme that ties the content together. Whether it's
resilience, curiosity, or leadership, the theme should be evident and reinforced throughout the essay.

Reflection and Insight
Reflection is critical in demonstrating personal growth or lessons learned. The best common app
essays do not just recount events but analyze their significance and how they influence the
applicant’s future goals or values.

Concise and Effective Language
Clear, concise language is essential. Avoiding overly complex vocabulary or convoluted sentences
ensures readability and impact. Strong word choice and varied sentence structure can enhance the
essay’s flow and tone.



Choosing the Right Topic for Your Essay
Selecting an appropriate topic is a foundational step in writing the best common app essays. The right
topic allows the applicant to present themselves in a unique and compelling way.

Brainstorming Meaningful Experiences
Brainstorming involves reflecting on personal experiences, challenges, achievements, and passions.
Consider moments that shaped identity, demonstrated resilience, or sparked growth.

Aligning with the Essay Prompts
The Common App provides specific prompts each application cycle. Choosing a prompt that aligns
well with your experiences and allows for an authentic narrative is crucial.

Topics to Avoid
Certain topics can be overused or risky if not handled carefully. These include:

Excessive focus on sports achievements without deeper reflection

Cliché stories such as “winning the big game” or “overcoming a minor obstacle”

Controversial or sensitive subjects that may alienate readers

Topics that are too broad or vague to allow for meaningful insight

Writing Techniques to Enhance Your Essay
Employing effective writing techniques can elevate the best common app essays from ordinary to
outstanding. These techniques improve engagement, clarity, and emotional impact.

Show, Don’t Tell
Instead of simply stating facts or feelings, use descriptive language and examples to illustrate points.
Showcasing actions and sensory details helps readers visualize and connect emotionally with the
story.

Use a Strong Hook
Beginning the essay with an interesting hook captures the reader’s attention immediately. This could



be an intriguing question, a vivid scene, or a surprising statement.

Maintain a Consistent Tone
The tone should reflect the personality and voice of the writer. Whether formal or conversational,
consistency in tone helps establish authenticity and readability.

Use Transitional Phrases
Effective transitions between paragraphs and ideas ensure smooth flow and coherence. This helps
readers follow the narrative easily and keeps them engaged.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Common App Essays
Awareness of common pitfalls can prevent applicants from undermining their essays. Avoiding these
mistakes contributes to the quality and professionalism of the submission.

Overusing Clichés and Generalizations
Generic statements and clichés dilute the uniqueness of the essay. Admissions officers read
thousands of essays and can quickly recognize overused phrases.

Lack of Focus or Clear Message
Essays that try to cover too many topics or lack a clear central theme tend to be confusing and less
impactful.

Ignoring the Prompt
Failing to address the assigned prompt or going off-topic can harm the applicant’s chances. It is
essential to answer the prompt directly and thoughtfully.

Excessive Wordiness
Overly long sentences and unnecessary details can obscure the main points. Conciseness and clarity
are more effective.

Poor Grammar and Spelling
Errors in grammar, punctuation, or spelling distract readers and suggest carelessness. Thorough
proofreading is critical.



Examples of Best Common App Essays
Examining examples of successful essays can provide valuable insights into what works well. These
examples typically embody the key elements of authenticity, strong narratives, and reflection.

Example Themes

A transformative personal challenge leading to growth

An unexpected passion or interest that shaped identity

A meaningful community service experience

Overcoming adversity through perseverance

Exploration of cultural heritage and its influence

What Makes These Essays Stand Out
Top essays often include vivid anecdotes, honest vulnerability, clear lessons learned, and a unique
voice that distinguishes the applicant. They balance storytelling with insightful reflection.

Finalizing and Editing Your Essay
Polishing the essay is a vital step in producing the best common app essays. Careful editing ensures
clarity, accuracy, and overall quality.

Multiple Drafts
Writing multiple drafts allows refinement of ideas, structure, and language. Each revision should focus
on enhancing different aspects such as flow, coherence, and impact.

Seeking Feedback
Getting input from teachers, counselors, or trusted mentors can provide new perspectives and
identify areas for improvement. However, the final voice should remain authentic to the applicant.

Proofreading for Errors
Meticulous proofreading helps eliminate grammar, punctuation, and spelling mistakes. Reading aloud
or using digital tools can aid in catching errors.



Ensuring Word Limit Compliance
Adhering to the word limit is essential. Essays that are too long may be truncated or penalized.
Conciseness without sacrificing meaning is key.

Frequently Asked Questions

What makes a Common App essay stand out?
A standout Common App essay is authentic, personal, and reflective. It tells a unique story that
reveals the applicant's character, values, and growth rather than simply listing achievements.

How long should a Common App essay be?
The Common App essay should be between 250 and 650 words, with a maximum limit of 650 words.

What are some common themes for successful Common App
essays?
Successful essays often explore themes like overcoming challenges, personal growth, identity, family
influence, passion for a subject, or a defining moment that shaped the applicant.

Can I reuse my Common App essay for multiple colleges?
Yes, the Common App essay can be submitted to any colleges that accept the Common Application,
but make sure it aligns with the prompts and values of each school.

How important is the Common App essay in college
admissions?
The essay is very important as it provides insight into the applicant beyond grades and test scores,
helping admissions officers understand personality, writing ability, and fit for the school.

Should I get feedback on my Common App essay?
Yes, getting feedback from teachers, counselors, or trusted mentors can help improve clarity,
grammar, and ensure the essay effectively conveys your message.

What are some common mistakes to avoid in a Common App
essay?
Common mistakes include being too generic, focusing on achievements instead of personal reflection,
ignoring the prompt, and poor grammar or spelling errors.



Is it better to write a serious or humorous Common App
essay?
It depends on your personality and the story you want to tell; both serious and humorous essays can
be effective as long as they are genuine and well-written.

How early should I start writing my Common App essay?
It's best to start several months before deadlines to allow ample time for brainstorming, drafting,
revising, and getting feedback.

Can the Common App essay help compensate for a lower GPA
or test scores?
Yes, a strong, compelling essay can showcase your strengths, personality, and potential, helping to
balance out lower academic metrics in the eyes of admissions officers.

Additional Resources
1. On Writing the College Application Essay: The Key to Acceptance at the College of Your Choice
This book offers practical advice and strategies for crafting compelling college application essays. It
includes examples of successful essays and breaks down what makes them effective. The author
emphasizes authenticity and clarity, helping students find their unique voice. Readers will gain insight
into how to present their stories in a way that resonates with admissions officers.

2. Conquering the College Admissions Essay in 10 Steps
Designed as a step-by-step guide, this book walks students through the entire essay-writing process.
From brainstorming ideas to final revisions, it provides clear instructions and helpful tips. The book
also addresses common pitfalls and how to avoid them, making it an essential resource for anyone
aiming to write a standout Common App essay.

3. The College Essay Guy’s Guide to Writing the Personal Statement
Written by a renowned college admissions coach, this guide focuses on writing personal statements
that leave a lasting impression. It includes prompts, exercises, and real-life examples to inspire
creativity and authenticity. The book encourages students to reflect deeply on their experiences and
articulate their values with confidence.

4. 150 Successful College Application Essays
A comprehensive collection of essays from admitted students at top universities, this book offers a
wide range of styles and topics. Each essay is accompanied by commentary analyzing what worked
well. It serves as both inspiration and a learning tool for students seeking to understand the nuances
of effective essay writing.

5. Write Your Way In: Crafting an Unforgettable College Admissions Essay
This book provides actionable techniques to help students brainstorm, write, and polish their essays.
It emphasizes storytelling and encourages writers to highlight their individuality. The author also
discusses how to handle sensitive topics and transform challenges into compelling narratives.



6. The Common Application Essay: How to Get Into Your Dream College
Focused specifically on the Common App essay, this guide breaks down each prompt and offers
strategies tailored to each one. It helps students understand what admissions officers are looking for
and how to tailor their responses accordingly. The book also includes tips on avoiding clichés and
ensuring essays stand out.

7. Essays That Worked for College Applications
This collection features real essays that helped students gain admission to competitive schools. It
provides insight into different writing styles and approaches, showing that there is no one “right” way
to write an essay. Commentary on each essay offers advice on how to emulate their strengths in your
own writing.

8. Show, Don’t Tell: A Guide to Writing College Essays That Stand Out
Focusing on the classic writing advice of “show, don’t tell,” this book teaches students how to use
vivid details and storytelling techniques. It provides exercises to practice descriptive writing and build
emotional impact. The result is essays that engage readers and create memorable impressions.

9. Beyond the Common App: Writing Essays for Supplemental College Applications
While centered on supplemental essays, this book offers valuable insights applicable to the Common
App essay as well. It guides students in addressing specific questions with creativity and precision.
The book also highlights the importance of tailoring essays to each institution’s unique culture and
values.
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Find other PDF articles:
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  best common app essays: A Guide to Writing College Admissions Essays Cory M. Franklin,
Paul Weingarten, Suzanne Franklin, Linda Black, 2021-04-23 A Guide to Writing College Admissions
Essays provides practical advice and helpful suggestions for students writing their college
admissions essays, primarily the 650-word Common App essay and supplementary essays that many
schools require as part of their admission applications.With more students applying to college—and
those students applying to more schools than ever before—college admission selection is far more
competitive than in the past and the college essay is a key component. A Guide to Writing College
Admissions Essays offers suggestions on good topics to write about without getting too specific (and
just as importantly, what not to write about) and vital tips on writing approach, grammar, and usage.
If used properly, this book will help applicants find their creative voice and craft a readable,
interesting, and unique essay that will attract the college admissions reader. It just might make a
difference in the final admission process.
  best common app essays: College Admission Essays For Dummies Jessica Brenner, 2021-10-26
College is supposed to be fun, remember? Take the stress out of the admissions process with expert
advice on writing personal essays. College can be an absolute blast. But making it into your dream
school is no easy feat. Don't be intimidated—College Admission Essays For Dummies is here to
alleviate your anxieties and help you craft an unforgettable personal essay with the potential to
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impress any admissions committee. This helpful guide walks you through every step of the writing
process, from brainstorming and prep to the final polishes and submission. You'll learn how to make
your essay stand out from the ocean of other applicants and get your personality to pop off the page.
In addition to stellar examples of essays that got their writers into their first-choice schools, you'll
get the inside scoop on how to: Use writing to transform you from a statistic into a compelling and
attractive candidate Illustrate who you are through vivid storytelling and self-reflection Deal with
writer's block and essay anxiety to get the most out of your time Learn about the most common
question types and get your admissions officer's attention with your short answers With colleges
around the country beginning to discount the impact of SAT and ACT scores, the personal essay is
more important than ever. College Admission Essays For Dummies is the up-to-date roadmap you
need to navigate your way to the perfect college essay.
  best common app essays: Fiske Real College Essays That Work Edward B Fiske, Bruce G
Hammond, 2014-07-08 Top College Essays That Show You What Works Introducing the ultimate
guide to crafting college essays that truly make an impact! Fiske Real College Essays That Work by
former New York Times education editor Edward B. Fiske is packed with invaluable insights and
expert advice and empowers you to create standout application essays that capture the attention of
college admissions officers. Key Features: Real-life Examples: Explore a curated collection of
authentic essays, giving you a clear understanding of what works and why. Expert Guidance: Benefit
from Edward B. Fiske's years of experience in the field of education and college admissions, gaining
invaluable tips and strategies. Essay Breakdowns: Gain insight into the successful elements of each
essay with detailed analyses and explanations. Whether you're a high school student navigating the
college application process or an educator seeking to guide students toward writing excellence,
Fiske Real College Essays That Work is an indispensable tool. Don't miss out on this opportunity to
craft memorable essays that set you apart and open the doors to your dream college.
  best common app essays: College Application Essays: Top 10 Mistakes to Avoid Daniel K.
Berman PhD, 2021-11 Must reading for anyone with one or more essays to write for purposes of
application for admission to a college or university, this concise eBook represents the distilled
wisdom of a recognized expert's more than 30 years of experience helping applicants write winning
submissions, to gain admission to the most competitive programs in all fields.
  best common app essays: College Admission Essays For Dummies Geraldine Woods,
2011-06-15 The competition to get into your college of choice has never been fiercer. Unfortunately,
much of the application process is out of your hands. But one major aspect of the admission process
is under your control—your personal statement. Your application essay provides you with the
opportunity to let your true, unique and totally irresistible self shine through. College Admission
Essays For Dummies is your total guide to crafting application essays that will make people sit up
and take notice. It demystifies the authority figures who’ll judge your work, helps you decide what to
write, and then arms you with the knowledge and skills you need to write your essay on time and on
target. Step by step, it walks you through the entire essay-writing process, offering priceless tips on
how to: Choose the best topic, tone, and structure for your essay Capture the crucial stories that
reveal who you are Avoid common pitfalls that can sabotage your application Overcome writer’s
block Know how to respond to unusual and off-the-wall essay questions Write successful short
answers to specific application questions College admission guru Geraldine Woods punctures
common myths about application essays and tells you what you absolutely must do to write a good
one. With the help of many inspiring and instructive killer essays, she shows you how to: Put yourself
in the right mental state for writing well Gather ideas, focus on a topic and choose the best structure
for your essay Use topic sentences, detail, and strong introductions and conclusions Write a rough
draft Show rather than tell your story Make sure your spelling and grammar are pitch perfect Create
smooth transitions and avoid repetitions Your college application essay is your chance to show the
committee that you’re more than just a statistic. Let College Admission Essays For Dummies show
you how to write “admit-clinching” college essays.
  best common app essays: The Best Book On Ivy League Admissions Ashley Artmann, Tyler



White, Sandy Yu, 2012-03-01 We Know Exactly How You Feel... We've been in your shoes before,
and we've succeeded. We all had our weaknesses - for some, it was a low GPA; others, lack of 'Club
President' on their resume, not taking an AP or IB class; still others went to schools where they were
literally the first ones ever accepted into an Ivy League-caliber school. Why are we doing this? Part
of the motivation is seeing the helplessness and stress of our friends going through the process -
from younger sisters to family friends to mentorship programs. We see you guys (and girls) asking
the same questions and making the same mistakes. We feel like the path to admissions success can
be SO OBVIOUS - but only once you've already been through it! We want to help - and after
personally experiencing this ourselves, we know that Kaplan and Princeton Review can only go so
far. We've decided to share our stories, in detail, so you can learn our exact strategies, insights,
techniques, and even materials that we used. What do you have to do to get into your dream school?
We can guide you every step of the way to your Ivy League entrance. Getting into the Ivies is not just
about tricks to writing an application: you need to work right, think right and act right for years. Our
e-book, The Best Book On Ivy League Admissions, will tell you how to make yourself the most
attractive student out there. It's guaranteed to improve your chances to get into your dream school.
Now let's get started!
  best common app essays: The Best Book On Stanford International Admissions (Tips For
TOEFL Prep, Admissions Essays, Filling Out The Common App, SAT Prep, And More) Andrea Sy,
2011-10-18 Getting into Stanford as an international student is very competitive. Every year, less
than 10% of the freshman class is classified as a non-resident alien. For the year 2010-2011, 8% of
the freshman class were international students. If you want to learn more about the application
process for U.S. Colleges, you've come to the right place. This eBook is a compilation of articles,
blog posts, and a personal stories from a former Stanford University admit from the Philippines.
Aside from a detailed high school plan, the book contains a comprehensive guide to the tests
required for an international student as well as tips to make a strong application. Everyone has
dreams of getting into a top-tier university, no matter who they are and where they're from. And as
an international student with dreams to study in a U.S. college, there are a lot of hurdles that one
must overcome to create a strong application and gain admission into these universities. Because of
the intensity of this application process, the international student can feel overwhelmed. This eBook
will give you quick tips and pointers that can help you navigate through the application process (in
this case, it is specifically tailored for Stanford University) by presenting facts and figures regarding
admission and GPA, a detailed guide for your essays and recommendation letters, as well as quick
facts regarding the SAT and TOEFL. This book will arm you with good advice to prepare you for the
dreaded college application. ENJOY!
  best common app essays: Love the Journey to College Jill Madenberg, Amanda Madenberg,
2017-08-01 Jill Madenberg draws upon her 20-plus years of counseling experience while her
daughter Amanda—a student who just recently went off to college—adds tips and personal stories.
Whether you are wondering how to choose high school classes and activities, create a realistic
college list, get the most out of a campus visit, or maintain a positive and healthy attitude, Love the
Journey to College will help you make educated decisions throughout the process—and show you
how to do it with a smile. As the daughter of an experienced college counselor, Amanda Madenberg
has been visiting colleges for as long as she can remember—on family vacations, weekend road trips,
and school holidays. Even at a young age, she took interest as her mom spoke with tour guides,
admissions counselors, and students on campus to get a feel for life at a particular school. Most
importantly, Amanda greatly enjoyed her own college application process—from visiting campuses to
writing supplemental essays. Writing as both a typical high school student and as the daughter of a
college counselor, Amanda lends a unique and entertaining perspective to Love the Journey to
College.
  best common app essays: College Admission Essentials Ethan Sawyer, 2020-07-21 You can get
into the perfect school! You may think that getting an acceptance letter from selective colleges and
universities is a mad dash to the top that only the very best students survive, and those who make it



are just the lucky ones. Stress levels soar as it feels like the bar is rising higher and everything is out
of your control. But that's not true! You can take control, and you can do it in a way that's as
effective as it is empowering. From describing your extracurriculars to interviews with admission
officers, it comes down to two questions: What matters most to you? How does it manifest in your
life? The answers will give direction to every part of the admission process. Ethan Sawyer (the
College Essay Guy), along with dozens of top admission experts, will help you stand out by showing
colleges and universities how your values and your drive will change you, your alma mater, and the
world. Inside you'll find... Advice and insight from a team of counselors, advisors, and deans of
admission Interactive exercises that quickly and easily provide the best content for your application
Access to a massive database of online resources, including organizational tools and in-depth guides
Guidance for veterans, students with learning differences, LGBTQ+ students, students interested in
women's colleges or HBCUs, and more www.collegeessayguy.com
  best common app essays: College Essays That Made a Difference, 6th Edition The
Princeton Review, 2015-02-03 No one knows colleges better than The Princeton Review! Not sure
how to tackle the scariest part of your college application—the personal essays? Get a little
inspiration from real-life examples of successful essays that scored! In College Essays That Made a
Difference, 6th Edition, you’ll find: • More than 100 real essays written by 90 unique college
hopefuls applying to Harvard, Stanford, Yale, and other top schools—along with their stats and
where they ultimately got in • Tips and advice on avoiding common grammatical mistakes • Q&A
with admissions pros from 20 top colleges, including Connecticut College, Cooper Union, The
University of Chicago, and many more This 6th edition includes application essays written by
students who enrolled at the following colleges: Amherst College Barnard College Brown University
Bucknell University California Institute of Technology Claremont McKenna College Cornell
University Dartmouth College Duke University Georgetown University Harvard College
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Northwestern University Pomona College Princeton
University Smith College Stanford University Swarthmore College Wellesley College Wesleyan
University Yale University
  best common app essays: College Essays That Made a Difference, 6th Edition Princeton
Review, 2014 Featuring real-life essays written by applicants to Harvard, Princeton, and Yale, this
guide can help students write an essay that will greatly improve their chances of getting into
college.
  best common app essays: Powerful College Admission Essays Brennan Barnard, Shereem
Herndon-Brown, 2025-09-23 An empowering, step-by-step guide to crafting compelling college
admission essays that stand out and showcase your unique story. The college essay is a defining
moment in the admission process that offers students the chance to showcase their unique stories
and voices beyond grades and test scores alone. Powerful College Admission Essays is a practical
guide designed to help students and families navigate this challenging task. Written by seasoned
admission professionals and counselors with decades of experience, this book helps students write
distinct essays that authentically reflect who they are. This essential guide covers the entire
process—from brainstorming and storytelling to structure, tone, and editing—while addressing
common hurdles like writer's block, clichés, and the complexities of integrating AI tools responsibly.
Recognizing the pivotal role of families and educators, the authors, Brennan Barnard and Shereem
Herndon-Brown, include insights on how parents and counselors can support students without
taking over the process. It's an invaluable resource not only for high school students and their
families but also for teachers and counselors leading essay-writing workshops or working with
underserved and first-generation college applicants. Unlike other books that promise shortcuts or
secrets to a perfect essay, this guide emphasizes introspective and thoughtful self-expression. It
prepares students to adapt their writing to the changing admissions landscape, including recent
shifts following the Supreme Court's decision on affirmative action. Powerful College Admission
Essays offers the tools and inspiration to transform the college essay from a source of stress into an
opportunity for growth and storytelling.



  best common app essays: The Secrets of Picking a College (and Getting In!) Lynn F. Jacobs,
Jeremy S. Hyman, Jeffrey Durso-Finley, Jonah T. Hyman, 2015-09-28 Two award-winning professors,
a former admissions officer at a major university (now a counselor at a prestigious high school), and
a gifted high school senior (now in the throes of the college admissions process himself) team up to
offer you over 600 tips, techniques, and strategies to help you get in to the college of your choice.
Comprehensive, yet easy-to-read, this book will teach you: How to size up the colleges you're
considering—and come up with a coherent list. What are college nights, college fairs, and college
rep visits—and how you can use each to your advantage. What are holistic, contextualized, and
legacy admissions—and how each can work for you. How some schools count demonstrated
interest—and how you can take advantage of this little-known fact. What are Early Decision, Early
Action, and Single-Choice Early Action—and whether any is right for you. How to figure out the true
costs of college, and what is the difference between need- and merit-based aid. What it means when
colleges say they meet 100% of demonstrated financial aid and what loan-free means. When and how
to make campus visits—and what to do on each. How to prepare for each section of the ACT or
SAT—and how to increase your scores. What admissions officers are looking for in your
application—and how to give it to them. How to write the all-important Common App essay—and
present your extra-curricular activities. How to prepare for an alumni interview—and present
yourself in the best light. Whom to ask for letters-of-recommendation—and how to help them write
the best possible letter. How to compare your final offers—and, in some cases, substantially improve
them. When it's good to wait out the wait list—and when not. -and much, much more. When you
understand the college admissions process, you can maximize your chance of success. Why not put
yourself ahead of the pack?
  best common app essays: Consent Nancy Ohlin, 2016-11-08 An intense bond between high
school senior Bea and her music teacher turns into a passionate affair, but when their affair turns
into a scandal, Bea wonders if their romance was ever real--
  best common app essays: How to Pay for College Editors of the American Library
Association, 2011-04-27 Whether you're a high school student, already in college, a parent, or an
adult returning to school, this guide can help you thoroughly and easily research all available
financial aid options, narrow your search to those that are a good fit for you, and make the best
attempt possible at applying for them. Within these pages, find ways to plan and save for the high
cost of college tuition; how to look for schools that are less expensive yet offer everything an
expensive school might; when and how to fill out forms for loans, grants, and scholarships; how to
get the government to help you; tips on applications and essays; and much more. This unique guide
emphasizes the help that your local library can be in this process, using its reference materials, the
Internet, and the advice of experienced researchers. This is a book that can help change your life.
  best common app essays: College Prep Guidebook Charles Lewis, MD MPH, 2015-09-15 The
secret to success is not working harder, but working smarter. The College Prep Guidebook provides
expert mentoring advice for students encouraging the development of skills and reveals sure and
easy paths that win admission to top universities and help achieve success in college. Discover
proven strategies and powerful ideas that get results. Learn secrets to boosting your GPA and
placement tests scores, while enjoying your high school experience. You can discover easy and
proven ways to save time and help guarantee your success and happiness. This new edition of the
College Prep Guidebook is updated to include recent changes in the SAT Test. This book explains the
best sources of funding for a student’s education, and those that are best avoided to save money and
avoid debt and burdensome obligations. It reveals how lower income students can have the ACT,
SAT, and college applications fees waived. It shows how students can receive a “free ride,” full
tuition, meals and housing at the most prestigious and exclusive universities, and when it may be
less costly to attend a private college than a public one. This book helps high school students avoid
ineffective routes, filled with drudgery and wasted effort, and reveals surer paths that facilitate the
achievement their educational goals. It provides a guide, mapping out safer routes to success so
students can thrive and delight in the educational experience. Among of the secrets provided are: •



How to study more efficiently, learning more while expending less time and effort. • Which test (the
SAT or ACT) students depending on their personal strengths and background, should focus on for
the best results. • Placement test tips and strategies, and traps and pitfalls to avoid. • Strategies for
achieving superior placement test scores. • How to earn a higher grade point average with minimal
extra work. • How to develop the leadership experience that top colleges recruit. • How to create
college applications that get the desired results. • How to compose an outstanding college
application essay. • How you can, even with the same GPA and placement scores, dramatically
multiply your chances gaining acceptance into premiere university. • How students from middle and
low-income families can get their college education paid for at private universities. • How to gain
the education benefits of an Ivy League college education from a public university. • Advice on the
best and worst ways for military service to pay for college. • Advice on which sports scholarships are
most advantageous. • Advice on selecting among colleges, which will serve the student best. •
Mentoring on how to avoid common pitfalls that doom many college students. • How to succeed and
have fun at the same time. While written for high school students, this book should be on interest to
tiger-moms, helicopter-pops, counselors and others interested in guiding high school student
towards success and independence.
  best common app essays: I Left My Homework in the Hamptons Blythe Grossberg, 2021-08-17
A captivating memoir about tutoring for Manhattan’s elite, revealing how a life of extreme wealth
both helps and harms the children of the one percent. Ben orders daily room service while living in a
five-star hotel. Olivia collects luxury brand sneakers worn by celebrities. Dakota jets off to Rome
when she needs to avoid drama at school. Welcome to the inner circle of New York’s richest families,
where academia is an obsession, wealth does nothing to soothe status anxiety and parents will try
just about anything to gain a competitive edge in the college admissions rat race. When Blythe
Grossberg first started as a tutor and learning specialist, she had no idea what awaited her inside
the high-end apartments of Fifth Avenue. Children are expected to be as efficient and driven as
CEOs, starting their days with 5:00 a.m. squash practice and ending them with late-night tutoring
sessions. Meanwhile, their powerful parents will do anything to secure one of the precious few spots
at the Ivy Leagues, whatever the cost to them or their kids. Through stories of the children she
tutors that are both funny and shocking, Grossberg shows us the privileged world of America’s
wealthiest families and the systems in place that help them stay on top.
  best common app essays: The College Buzz Book , 2006-03-23 In this new edition, Vault
publishes the entire surveys of current students and alumnni at more than 300 top undergraduate
institutions, as well as the schools' responses to the comments. Each 4-to 5-page entry is composed
of insider comments from students and alumni, as well as the schools' responses to the comments.
  best common app essays: Distinguish Yourself On the Common App Holly Asposto,
2014-09-21 A step-by-step guide for students completing the 2014-15 Common Application for US
Colleges. Gives specific guidance for creating a strategic plan, choosing colleges and completing
each section of the Common App including the core essay, activities page, additional information
and writing supplements. Includes directions for creating a compelling and effective application for
each college, requesting letters of recommendation, and maximizing activities page to demonstrate
fit. A must-have companion for students as they complete each section of the Common Application.
Students who have completed the workshop on which this book is based have a 93% acceptance rate
and have been accepted to UPenn, OSU, Lafayette, University of Rochester, UW, Univ. of
Washington St. Louis, UC Berkeley, UA, Delaware, Boston University, Villanova, UVM, Drexell,
Northeastern, LSE, RIT, Cornell, and more... Watch our book promo video Conquer the Common App
in 8 Minutes on You Tube.
  best common app essays: Plan and Finance Your Family's College Dreams: A Parent's
Step-By-Step Guide from Pre-K to Senior Year Peter Mazareas, 2016-06-14 Planning and paying
for a college education is a daunting task for most parents. It is a stressful and costly process that
needs a well-thought-out academic and financial strategy. This guide offers just that! Two of the
nation's leading college planning and financing experts provide clear step-by-step guidance on how



to successfully save, plan for, apply to, and finance a college education. Age- and grade-appropriate
guidance empowers families with children of all ages, with detailed information on preparing,
financing, and successfully applying to college. Financing a college education requires a good look
at all available options: savings, free money, financial aid, and loans. Finding the right savings
vehicle and investments is important. Learn the pros and cons of various savings and investment
options, including Bank accounts, 529 Plans, Coverdell Education Savings Accounts, and more-so
you can begin to develop your plan. Easy-to-understand explanations help parents better understand
college loans, including details about federal and private loans, consolidation and refinancing of
loans, as well as a discussion on what it means to co-sign a loan. Based on the expert advice
presented in this book, parents will be able to create a personalized college admission and financing
plan that is unique to their family.
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