
berkshire humane society pittsfield

berkshire humane society pittsfield stands as a pivotal organization committed to the
welfare and protection of animals in the Pittsfield area and the greater Berkshire County.
Established to provide shelter, medical care, and loving homes for abandoned and abused
animals, the Berkshire Humane Society Pittsfield has become a beacon of hope for
countless pets and a resource for the community. This article explores the mission,
services, adoption process, volunteer opportunities, and community impact of this
esteemed institution. By understanding the comprehensive role the Berkshire Humane
Society plays, residents and animal lovers alike can engage more effectively with its
programs. The following sections will guide readers through the key aspects of this vital
organization.
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Adoption Process and Policies

Volunteer and Community Involvement

Educational Programs and Outreach

How to Support the Berkshire Humane Society

Mission and Vision of Berkshire Humane Society
Pittsfield
The Berkshire Humane Society Pittsfield operates with a clear mission to advocate for
animal welfare through sheltering, adoption, and community education. The organization
aims to reduce animal suffering, prevent cruelty, and promote responsible pet ownership.
Its vision is to foster a community where every animal is valued and cared for, and where
the human-animal bond is respected and cherished. This mission guides all activities and
initiatives carried out by the society, ensuring a consistent focus on compassionate animal
care and community support.

Core Values and Goals
The core values of the Berkshire Humane Society Pittsfield include compassion, integrity,
and commitment to animal welfare. The organization strives to:

Provide safe shelter and medical attention to homeless and abused animals.



Facilitate successful adoptions to loving, permanent homes.

Educate the public on responsible pet ownership and humane treatment of animals.

Advocate for animal protection laws and policies.

Engage volunteers and community members in animal welfare efforts.

Services Offered
The Berkshire Humane Society Pittsfield provides a wide range of services designed to
support animals and their owners throughout the Berkshire County area. These services
address both immediate and long-term needs of animals, ensuring their health and safety.

Animal Shelter and Care
The society maintains a fully equipped shelter facility in Pittsfield, where lost, abandoned,
or surrendered animals receive safe refuge. The shelter offers comprehensive veterinary
care, including vaccinations, spaying/neutering, and treatment for injuries or illnesses.
Animals are cared for by trained staff and volunteers who prioritize their comfort and well-
being during their stay.

Adoption Services
One of the key services provided is the adoption program, which carefully matches
animals with suitable families. The Berkshire Humane Society Pittsfield screens potential
adopters to ensure that animals are placed in loving environments that meet their needs.
Adoption counseling is also available to help prospective pet owners make informed
decisions.

Lost and Found Assistance
To reunite lost pets with their owners, the society offers lost and found services. This
includes sheltering found animals and maintaining a database to facilitate reunions.
Community members can report lost or found pets to increase the chances of recovery.

Adoption Process and Policies
Adopting an animal from the Berkshire Humane Society Pittsfield involves a structured
process designed to protect both the animals and adopters. The policies emphasize
responsible adoption practices and long-term commitment to pet care.



Steps to Adopt
The adoption process typically includes the following steps:

Visit the shelter to meet adoptable animals or browse available pets online.1.

Complete an adoption application that gathers information about lifestyle, home2.
environment, and pet experience.

Participate in an interview or counseling session with staff to discuss expectations3.
and pet needs.

Undergo a home visit or provide references, depending on the animal and4.
circumstances.

Pay an adoption fee that helps cover medical and shelter costs.5.

Finalize the adoption and receive guidance on pet care and integration.6.

Adoption Requirements and Fees
Requirements vary by animal type but generally include age verification, proof of
residence, and agreement to provide proper care. Adoption fees are set to support the
ongoing care of shelter animals and typically cover vaccinations, microchipping, and
spay/neuter procedures.

Volunteer and Community Involvement
Volunteers play an essential role in the operations of the Berkshire Humane Society
Pittsfield. The organization actively encourages community participation to enhance
animal care and expand outreach efforts.

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteer roles include animal care, administrative assistance, event support, and
educational outreach. Volunteers receive training to ensure safe and effective interaction
with animals and the public. This engagement fosters a strong community network
dedicated to animal welfare.

Community Engagement Events
The Berkshire Humane Society regularly organizes events such as adoption fairs,
fundraising drives, and educational workshops. These events raise awareness, generate
support, and provide opportunities for community members to connect with the



organization’s mission.

Educational Programs and Outreach
Education is a cornerstone of the Berkshire Humane Society Pittsfield's efforts to promote
humane treatment and responsible pet ownership. The organization offers a variety of
programs designed to inform and empower the public.

School and Youth Programs
Targeted programs for schools and youth groups teach children about animal care,
empathy, and the importance of sheltering and adoption. These initiatives help cultivate
lifelong advocates for animal welfare.

Public Workshops and Seminars
The society hosts workshops on topics such as pet health, behavior training, and wildlife
coexistence. These sessions are open to the public and aim to provide valuable knowledge
that supports healthier and happier pets.

How to Support the Berkshire Humane Society
Supporting the Berkshire Humane Society Pittsfield can be achieved through various
methods, each contributing to the organization's ability to care for animals and serve the
community effectively.

Donation Options
Financial donations are crucial for maintaining shelter operations, veterinary care, and
educational programs. Supporters can contribute one-time or recurring donations and
participate in fundraising campaigns.

In-Kind Contributions
The society accepts donations of supplies such as pet food, bedding, toys, and cleaning
materials. These in-kind contributions directly benefit the animals housed in the shelter.

Corporate and Community Partnerships
Partnerships with local businesses and community groups help expand resources and
outreach. These collaborations can include sponsorships, joint events, and volunteer



programs.

Monetary donations

Pet supplies and equipment

Volunteer time and skills

Participation in fundraising events

Advocacy and community awareness

Frequently Asked Questions

What services does Berkshire Humane Society in
Pittsfield offer?
Berkshire Humane Society in Pittsfield offers pet adoption, veterinary care, spay/neuter
services, pet training, and community outreach programs to support animal welfare.

How can I adopt a pet from Berkshire Humane Society
Pittsfield?
To adopt a pet, visit the Berkshire Humane Society website or their Pittsfield location to
view available animals, fill out an adoption application, and schedule a meet-and-greet
with the pet.

What are the adoption fees at Berkshire Humane
Society in Pittsfield?
Adoption fees vary depending on the type and age of the animal but generally cover
vaccinations, spay/neuter, and microchipping. Specific fees can be found on their official
website or by contacting the shelter directly.

Does Berkshire Humane Society Pittsfield offer
volunteer opportunities?
Yes, Berkshire Humane Society welcomes volunteers to help with animal care, events,
fostering, and administrative tasks. Interested individuals can apply through their website
or visit the shelter to learn more.



Where is the Berkshire Humane Society located in
Pittsfield?
The Berkshire Humane Society is located at 214 Barker Road, Pittsfield, MA 01201. This is
their main shelter and adoption center.

What are the hours of operation for Berkshire Humane
Society in Pittsfield?
The shelter's hours may vary, but typically it is open to the public for adoptions and visits
Tuesday through Saturday from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM. It is recommended to check their
official website or call ahead for current hours.

How can I donate to the Berkshire Humane Society in
Pittsfield?
Donations can be made online through their official website, by mail, or in person at the
shelter. They accept monetary donations as well as supplies like pet food, blankets, and
toys.

Does Berkshire Humane Society Pittsfield provide
emergency animal care?
Berkshire Humane Society primarily focuses on adoption and routine veterinary care but
may provide limited emergency services. For emergencies, they recommend contacting a
local emergency veterinary hospital.

Are there any upcoming events at Berkshire Humane
Society in Pittsfield?
Berkshire Humane Society regularly hosts adoption events, fundraisers, and community
education programs. Information about upcoming events is available on their website and
social media pages.

Additional Resources
1. Hearts of Berkshire: Stories from the Berkshire Humane Society
This heartfelt collection shares real-life stories of animals and their journeys through the
Berkshire Humane Society in Pittsfield. Readers will meet courageous pets who found new
beginnings and compassionate volunteers who made it possible. The book highlights the
impact of community support and the transformative power of love and care.

2. Paws and Compassion: The Berkshire Humane Society Experience
An inside look at the day-to-day operations and challenges faced by the Berkshire Humane
Society in Pittsfield. This book offers readers a glimpse into the dedication of staff and
volunteers committed to rescuing and rehabilitating animals. It also provides practical



advice on animal care and adoption.

3. From Shelter to Home: Adoption Stories from Pittsfield
Featuring a series of inspiring adoption stories, this book celebrates the happy endings
created by the Berkshire Humane Society. Each chapter focuses on a different animal’s
journey from rescue to a loving family. It emphasizes the importance of adoption and
responsible pet ownership.

4. Saving Lives in the Berkshires: A Humane Society Chronicle
This chronicle details the history and evolution of the Berkshire Humane Society in
Pittsfield. It explores major milestones, fundraising efforts, and community involvement
that have helped save countless animals. The book serves as both a tribute and a call to
action for continued support.

5. Volunteer Voices: Tales from the Berkshire Humane Society
A compilation of personal essays and reflections from volunteers at the Berkshire Humane
Society. Readers gain insight into the emotional and rewarding experiences of working
with shelter animals. The book encourages others to get involved and make a difference.

6. Animal Advocacy in Pittsfield: The Berkshire Humane Society Story
This book examines the broader impact of the Berkshire Humane Society’s advocacy work
in the Pittsfield community. It covers educational programs, policy initiatives, and
partnerships aimed at improving animal welfare. Readers learn how advocacy
complements rescue and adoption efforts.

7. Healing Paws: Rehabilitation and Care at Berkshire Humane Society
Focused on the medical and emotional rehabilitation of animals, this book details the
specialized care provided by the Berkshire Humane Society. It highlights success stories
of injured and abused animals who recovered fully thanks to the shelter’s dedicated team.
The book also discusses the importance of veterinary care in shelters.

8. Community of Care: How Pittsfield Supports Its Animals
Exploring the relationship between the Berkshire Humane Society and the Pittsfield
community, this book showcases collaborative efforts to improve animal welfare. It
features stories of donations, events, and local businesses that contribute to the shelter’s
mission. The narrative underscores the power of community involvement.

9. The Berkshire Humane Society Handbook: Caring for Your Adopted Pet
A practical guide for new pet owners adopting from the Berkshire Humane Society. This
handbook offers tips on nutrition, training, health care, and creating a safe home
environment. It aims to ensure that every adopted pet has the best chance for a happy,
healthy life.
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  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Finding Shelter Jesse Freidin, 2017-04 The healing,
beauty, and joy of the animal shelter system Without volunteers, our nation’s animal shelter system
simply would not exist. Volunteers speak for those that cannot speak, pick up the pieces for
abandoned animals that have been let down by previous owners or unfortunate circumstances, and
do whatever it takes to heal the deepest of wounds.In Finding Shelter, award-winning photographer
Jesse Freidin shows the softer side of this story. He witnessed firsthand how many of the volunteers
were able to mend their own emotional hurts with the love the shelter animals gave back to them,
and how the power of these relationships transforms shelters into places where humans and animals
can heal together. This realization propelled him to take a two-year journey across the country to
document the tenderness and healing, beauty and joy he encountered within the shelter system. The
result is a heartwarming inspiration for people to look differently at how to save shelter pets. In
Finding Shelter, Freidin sparks a new discussion about animal rescue and what it feels like to truly
love an animal.
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in
Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2004
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: The Story of My Life - By Shayna Greta Marsh,
2003-04-15 The story of my life is about dog racing and a good deal more. It is about cruelty, the
human capacity for cruelty towards human animals and animals of other species. Dog racing,
commonly known as Greyhound racing, is not a sport because no legitimate sport uses
enslaved/involuntary participants and murders many of them once they start losing and no longer
are competitive and profitable. Dog racing is, in fact, a deadly form of entertainment, as are horse
racing, dog fighting, cock fighting, hunting and circuses that use enslaved other-specied animals.
Incidentally, I remember Greta talking about a form of entertainment that was popular in Ancient
Rome and which took place in public arenas. There enslaved humans known as gladiators were
forced to engage in deadly combat against each other to the delight of cheering crowds. Often the
losing gladiator was killed outright, and sometimes he lived depending upon the mood of the
spectators. Unlike some spectator sports whose fans identify with and form emotional attachments
to the athletes, dog racing fans care little or nothing about the Greyhounds. This detachment can be
attributed to the racers' short racing careers; some race for just one season or part of a season at a
specific track, and then are shipped elsewhere. But let's return to my story. Please know that I am
real, as are other characters. On the other hand, some characters are not real. They are fictional.
And although some of the events discussed in Part One are based on real happenings, some are not,
and Part One is a work of fiction. In conclusion, I hope with all my heart that this book touches the
hearts and minds of its readers. - Shayna Lanesboro, MA (1998)
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Funds to the Rescue Susan C. Daffron, 2009-11-05 If
you work for a non-profit humane society or pet rescue group, you understand the importance of
fundraising to your organization's long-term survival. Funds to the Rescue is written specifically for
humane groups. This book saves you from wasting time as you search for new revenue streams to
support your humane organization. The book begins with The Hows and Whys of Fundraising and
follows with 101 entertaining and creative ideas. Armed with these 101 fundraising ideas, you'll
never struggle to find the money you need to support your animal shelter or pet rescue again.
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Dog-Friendly New England: A Traveler's Companion
(Third) Trisha Blanchet, 2014-06-30 Planning to bring your pup with you to New England? If so, this
book will be your second most trusted companion. Completely revised and updated, this bestseller
covers dog-friendly attractions, activities, lodgings, restaurants, and more. There are so many places
to go in the northeastern US where your dog is also welcome, and Blanchet and Warder have found
the best of them throughout all the New England states. Replete with new listings, entries include a
wide array of details to help you and your dog choose where to roam. Included are restaurants that
allow dogs in their outdoor seating areas; dog-friendly bookstores, historic sites, and recreational
trails; doggie daycares and boutiques; dog parks; veterinary services; pet stores; and helpful



organizations such as animal shelters and humane societies. This popular guide will be an invaluable
resource for anyone exploring New England with a canine companion.
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1988
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in
Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service,
1993
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: The Unwanted Horse Issue: what Now? United
States. Horse Welfare Committee, 2008
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Publication , 1989
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: National Directory of Nonprofit Organizations , 2002
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: The Humane Movement Roswell Cheney McCrea,
1910
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Journal of the American Veterinary Medical
Association American Veterinary Medical Association, 2017
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Pro File American Institute of Architects, 2004
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Doings of the Annual Meeting , 1913
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: The Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory , 1994
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Corporate Giving Directory , 2007
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: The Foundation Grants Index , 2001
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Report of the Proceedings American Humane
Association, 1917
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Collections of the Berkshire Historical and Scientific
Society Berkshire Historical and Scientific Society (Pittsfield, Mass.), Berkshire Historical and
Scientific Society, Pittsfield, Mass, 1899
  berkshire humane society pittsfield: Animals , 1908
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