best david foster wallace essays reddit

best david foster wallace essays reddit has become a popular search query among literature
enthusiasts and essay aficionados eager to explore the profound and intricate works of one of the
most influential American writers of the late 20th century. David Foster Wallace's essays are
celebrated for their intellectual depth, unique style, and insightful analysis of contemporary culture,
language, and human experience. On platforms like Reddit, readers and critics gather to discuss,
recommend, and dissect his essays, making it a valuable resource for discovering the best of his non-
fiction writings. This article delves into the best David Foster Wallace essays as highlighted by Reddit
users, offering detailed insights into his most acclaimed works, thematic explorations, and their lasting
impact on readers and critics alike. The comprehensive guide that follows will help readers navigate
through the rich landscape of Wallace’s essays, uncovering hidden gems and widely praised

masterpieces.
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¢ How to Access and Read the Best Essays
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Popular David Foster Wallace Essays on Reddit

Reddit users frequently highlight several of David Foster Wallace’s essays as must-reads, praising



their originality, narrative voice, and intellectual rigor. Among the most discussed essays are those
collected in his acclaimed volumes such as A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again and Consider
the Lobster. These essays showcase Wallace’s ability to blend personal anecdote with sharp cultural

critique, often illuminating overlooked aspects of everyday life.

"A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again"

This titular essay from the collection is a favorite on Reddit due to its intricate exploration of a luxury
cruise experience. Wallace’s detailed observations and self-reflective humor reveal broader themes of
consumerism, entertainment, and isolation. Reddit discussions often emphasize the essay’s layered

narrative and its commentary on modern leisure culture.

"Consider the Lobster"

Another frequently recommended essay is "Consider the Lobster," which originally appeared in
Gourmet magazine. This essay examines the ethics of boiling lobsters alive, blending culinary
journalism with philosophical inquiry. Reddit readers appreciate Wallace’s meticulous argumentation

and moral questioning, which provoke deep consideration of everyday practices.

"This Is Water"

Though technically a commencement speech rather than a traditional essay, "This Is Water" is widely
circulated and revered on Reddit for its profound meditation on awareness and empathy in daily life. Its
accessible style and powerful message have resonated broadly, making it a cornerstone in discussions

of Wallace’s non-fiction work.



Thematic Analysis of Wallace’s Essays

David Foster Wallace’s essays often revolve around recurring themes that resonate with readers and
critics alike. His unique voice combines intellectual depth with emotional candor, creating essays that
are both thought-provoking and accessible. Reddit discussions frequently analyze these themes to

better understand his work’s enduring appeal.

Exploration of Modern Culture and Media

Wallace’s essays frequently critique contemporary culture, media saturation, and the impact of
technology on human interaction. For instance, essays such as “E Unibus Pluram: Television and U.S.
Fiction” dissect the pervasive influence of television on society and narrative forms, a topic often

highlighted in Reddit threads focused on media criticism.

Language and Communication

Another significant theme is Wallace’s fascination with language, its limitations, and its powers. His
essays often delve into the complexities of communication, as seen in pieces like “Authority and
American Usage.” Reddit users appreciate how Wallace’s linguistic precision and playful style invite

readers to reconsider everyday language.

Loneliness and Human Connection

Many essays explore existential concerns such as loneliness, self-awareness, and the search for
meaning. Wallace’s nuanced portrayals of isolation and connection strike a chord with readers,

prompting Reddit discussions that analyze his philosophical insights and emotional honesty.



Why Redditers Value David Foster Wallace’s Essays

The Reddit community’s admiration for David Foster Wallace’s essays stems from several factors that
distinguish his writing from other essayists. His ability to combine erudition with accessibility and his

fearless inquiry into complex subjects make his essays both challenging and rewarding.

Intellectual Rigor and Depth

Wallace's essays are known for their meticulous research and layered arguments, which appeal to
Redditors who enjoy deep analytical content. His willingness to tackle difficult subjects with nuance

invites ongoing discussion and debate within online communities.

Distinctive Narrative Voice

Reddit users frequently praise Wallace’s distinctive voice, which blends humor, self-awareness, and
sincerity. This unique style allows readers to connect with the material on a personal level while

engaging with sophisticated ideas.

Relevant Cultural Critique

Wallace’s insights into contemporary culture remain relevant today, making his essays popular on
Reddit for their enduring applicability. Readers often reference his work in discussions about modern

media, consumerism, and societal trends.

How to Access and Read the Best Essays

Finding and reading the best David Foster Wallace essays as recommended on Reddit can enhance
appreciation for his work. Various collections and online resources compile his essays, many of which

are discussed in detail by Reddit communities.



Key Essay Collections

Most of Wallace’s celebrated essays are available in print collections, which are frequently

recommended on Reddit. These include:

e A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again
e Consider the Lobster and Other Essays

e Both Flesh and Not (a more recent compilation)

These collections provide comprehensive access to his major essays and are often suggested as

starting points for new readers.

Online Resources and Discussions

While many essays are available in print, some have been digitized or summarized online, with Reddit
threads offering valuable recommendations and excerpts. Engaging with these communities can guide

readers toward the most impactful essays and interpretations.

Recommended Reading Lists from Reddit Communities

Several Reddit subreddits dedicated to literature and essay writing compile curated reading lists of
David Foster Wallace’s best essays. These lists reflect collective opinions and evolving preferences

within the community.

Top Essays Frequently Recommended

Based on Reddit discussions, the following essays consistently appear on recommended reading lists:



1. "A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again"
2. "Consider the Lobster"

3. "This Is Water"

4. "E Unibus Pluram: Television and U.S. Fiction"
5. "Authority and American Usage"

6. "The Depressed Person"

Community-Driven Insights

Reddit users often share detailed analyses and personal reflections on these essays, enriching the
reading experience. These discussions provide context, highlight key passages, and explore underlying

themes, making Reddit an invaluable platform for engaging with Wallace’s work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the best David Foster Wallace essays recommended

on Reddit?

Some of the best David Foster Wallace essays recommended on Reddit include "Consider the
Lobster," "This Is Water," "A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again," and "The Depressed Person."

These essays showcase his unique style and deep insight.



Where can | find discussions about David Foster Wallace essays on

Reddit?

You can find discussions about David Foster Wallace essays on subreddits like r/books, r/literature,

and r/DavidFosterWallace. Users often share recommendations and insights there.

Which David Foster Wallace essay is considered the most impactful

according to Reddit users?

"Consider the Lobster" is frequently cited by Reddit users as one of David Foster Wallace's most

impactful essays due to its exploration of ethics and consciousness.

Are there any Reddit threads that rank David Foster Wallace's essays?

Yes, Reddit threads on r/books and r/literature often feature rankings and personal favorites of David

Foster Wallace essays, providing a variety of perspectives and recommendations.

What makes David Foster Wallace's essays stand out according to

Reddit readers?

Reddit readers appreciate David Foster Wallace's essays for their intricate prose, deep philosophical

insights, humor, and ability to tackle complex topics with empathy and intelligence.

Can | get recommendations for David Foster Wallace essays similar to

those discussed on Reddit?

Popular recommendations include "Federer Both Flesh and Not," "E Unibus Pluram," and "Up, Simba."

These essays are frequently mentioned alongside his more famous works on Reddit.

Do Reddit users recommend any specific essay collections by David



Foster Wallace?

Yes, collections like "A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again" and "Consider the Lobster and
Other Essays" are highly recommended by Reddit users for their comprehensive selection of his best

work.

How do Reddit users describe David Foster Wallace's writing style in
his essays?

Reddit users often describe his style as dense, insightful, witty, and emotionally resonant, combining

rigorous intellectual analysis with personal narrative.

Are there any Reddit AMAs or posts by David Foster Wallace about his
essays?

David Foster Wallace passed away before Reddit became popular, so there are no AMAs by him.

However, Reddit users often share interviews and talks where he discusses his essays.

Where can | find annotated versions or analyses of David Foster
Wallace essays recommended on Reddit?

Annotated versions and analyses can be found on websites like Genius, literary blogs, and some

Reddit threads in r/literature, where users break down and discuss his essays in detail.

Additional Resources

1. Consider the Lobster: And Other Essays

This collection features some of David Foster Wallace’s most acclaimed essays, including the titular
piece originally published in Gourmet magazine. Wallace explores topics ranging from the ethics of

boiling a lobster alive to the nuances of language and culture. His insightful, often humorous prose

dives deep into the complexities of everyday subjects, making this a must-read for fans of his essay



style.

2. A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again

In this collection, Wallace examines the absurdities of modern life with wit and intelligence. The title
essay details his experience on a luxury cruise, blending humor with sharp observations about leisure
and consumer culture. Other essays tackle subjects like tennis, television, and the lllinois State Fair,

showcasing Wallace’s range and depth as an essayist.

3. The Pale King

Though primarily a novel, this posthumously published work contains passages and reflections that
read like extended essays on boredom, attention, and the IRS. Wallace’s exploration of the mundane
aspects of tax work becomes a meditation on the nature of consciousness and human existence.

Readers interested in his essayistic voice will find much to ponder here.

4. Both Flesh and Not: Essays

This volume collects a range of Wallace’s nonfiction writings, including pieces from various magazines
and journals. It covers diverse subjects such as literature, philosophy, and popular culture, highlighting
Wallace’s intellectual curiosity and stylistic range. The essays reveal his distinctive blend of erudition

and empathy.

5. David Foster Wallace: The Last Interview and Other Conversations

This book compiles interviews with Wallace that provide insight into his thoughts on writing, creativity,
and life. Readers get a behind-the-scenes look at the mind of one of contemporary literature’s most
intriguing figures. The interviews complement his essays by offering personal reflections and

commentary on his work.

6. Fate, Time, and Language: An Essay on Free Wil

In this essay, Wallace delves into philosophical questions about determinism and human agency. It’s a
profound and challenging read that showcases his ability to engage with complex ideas through clear,
compelling prose. This work is essential for readers interested in the philosophical underpinnings of his

nonfiction.



7. Although Of Course You End Up Becoming Yourself: A Road Trip with David Foster Wallace
Based on extensive interviews with Wallace, this book captures his voice and perspectives during a
pivotal period in his life. It reads like an extended essay on identity, fame, and the struggles of being a

writer. Fans of Wallace’s essays will appreciate the candidness and depth of this portrait.

8. The David Foster Wallace Reader

This anthology brings together a curated selection of Wallace’s essays, short stories, and excerpts
from longer works. It provides a comprehensive overview of his nonfiction output, showcasing his
range from cultural criticism to personal reflection. It’s an excellent starting point for anyone looking to

explore his essayistic style.

9. Infinite Jest

While primarily a novel, Infinite Jest contains numerous passages that function as essays within the
narrative, offering commentary on addiction, entertainment, and society. Its dense, multifaceted
structure rewards readers who appreciate Wallace’s essayistic tendencies woven into fiction. For those

drawn to his nonfiction, this work deepens the understanding of his thematic concerns.
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best david foster wallace essays reddit: David Foster Wallace Philip Coleman, 2015
American novelist, essayist, and short story writer David Foster Wallace was known for his
experimental writing style influenced by contemporary American culture. Essays from his most
noted works, including his critically acclaimed novel, Infinite Jest, survey the various themes that
appear in his work such as his exploration of philosophy, meta-fiction, satire, psychology, and the
irony of postmodernism.

best david foster wallace essays reddit: Consider David Foster Wallace David Hering,
2010 From Tristram Shandy to Fredric Jameson, Consider David Foster Wallace blazes a trail into
the new territory of David Foster Wallace studies. Greg Carlisle, author of the landmark Wallace
study Elegant Complexity, provides an introduction that sets the scene and speculates on the future
of Wallace studies. Editor David Hering provides a provocative look at the triangular symbols in
Infinite Jest. Adam Kelly explores the intriguing question of why Wallace is considered to be at the
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forefront of a new sincerity in American fiction. Thomas Tracey discusses trauma in Oblivion.
Gregory Phipps examines Infinite Jest's John No Relation Wayne and the concept of the ideal athlete.
Daniel Turnbull compares Wallace's Kenyon College commencement address to the ethics of Iris
Murdoch. These 17 essays stem from the first ever academic conference devoted the work of David
Foster Wallace. Held in Liverpool, England, in 2009, the conference sparked a worldwide discussion
of the place of Wallace's work in academia and popular culture. Essential for all Wallace scholars,
fans of Wallace's fiction and nonfiction will also find the collection full of insights that span Wallace's
career. Yes, there are footnotes.

best david foster wallace essays reddit: A Companion to David Foster Wallace Studies
M. Boswell, S. Burn, 2013-03-20 Criticism of the work of David Foster Wallace has tended to be
atomistic, focusing on a single aspect of individual works. A Companion to the Work of David Foster
Wa 1l ace is designed as a professional study of all of Wallace's creative work. This volume includes
both thematic essays and focused examinations of each of his major works of fiction.

best david foster wallace essays reddit: David Foster Wallace and Religion Michael
McGowan, Martin Brick, 2019 In the years since his suicide, scholars have explored David Foster
Wallace's writing in transdisciplinary ways. This is the first book of its kind to discuss how Wallace
understood and wrote about religion. At present, the scholarly community is sharply divided on how
best to read Wallace on religious questions. Some interpret him to be a Nietzschean nihilist, while
others see in him a profoundly spiritual, even mystical thinker. Some read Wallace as a Buddhist
thinker, and others as a Christian existentialist. Involved at every level of this discussion are
Wallace's experiences in Twelve Step recovery programs, according to which only a higher power
can help one remove unwanted defects of character. The multifarious essays in this volume by
literature, religion, and philosophy scholars in the Wallace community delve into Wallace's life and
writings to advance the conversation about Wallace and religion. While they may disagree with one
another in substantial ways, the contributors argue that Wallace was not only deliberate in his
writings on religious themes, but also displayed an impressive level of theological nuance

best david foster wallace essays reddit: David Foster Wallace: The Last Interview Expanded
with New Introduction David Foster Wallace, 2018-08-28 An expanded edition featuring new
interviews and an introduction by the editor, a New York Times journalist and friend of the author A
unique selection of the best interviews given by David Foster Wallace, including the last he gave
before his suicide in 2008. Complete with an introduction by Foster Wallace's friend and NY Times
journalist, David Streitfeld. And including a new, never-before-published interview between
Streitfeld and Wallace.

best david foster wallace essays reddit: Gesturing Toward Reality: David Foster Wallace and
Philosophy Robert K. Bolger, Scott Korb, 2014-06-19 Asked in 2006 about the philosophical nature of
his fiction, the late American writer David Foster Wallace replied, If some people read my fiction and
see it as fundamentally about philosophical ideas, what it probably means is that these are pieces
where the characters are not as alive and interesting as I meant them to be. Gesturing Toward
Reality looks into this quality of Wallace's work—when the writer dons the philosopher's cap—and
sees something else. With essays offering a careful perusal of Wallace's extensive and heavily
annotated self-help library, re-considerations of Wittgenstein's influence on his fiction, and serious
explorations into the moral and spiritual landscape where Wallace lived and wrote, this collection
offers a perspective on Wallace that even he was not always ready to see. Since so much has been
said in specifically literary circles about Wallace's philosophical acumen, it seems natural to have
those with an interest in both philosophy and Wallace's writing address how these two areas come
together.

best david foster wallace essays reddit: David Foster Wallace in Context Clare Hayes-Brady,
2022-12-01 David Foster Wallace is regarded as one of the most important American writers of the
twentieth and twenty-first centuries. This book introduces readers to the literary, philosophical and
political contexts of Wallace's work. An accessible and useable resource, this volume conceptualizes
his work within long-standing critical traditions and with a new awareness of his importance for



American literary studies. It shows the range of issues and contexts that inform the work and
reading of David Foster Wallace, connecting his writing to diverse ideas, periods and themes. Essays
cover topics on gender, sex, violence, race, philosophy, poetry and geography, among many others,
guiding new and long-standing readers in understanding the work and influence of this important
writer.

best david foster wallace essays reddit: David Foster Wallace David Foster Wallace, 2012
charts the growth, both personal and artistic, of a uniquely talented and cherished writer, frequently
labelled the best of his generation. In addition to Wallace's last interview, given to the Wall Street
Journal weeks before his death, the volume features a legendary interview with Russian journalist
Ostap Karmodi and a conversation with Cleveland State University's Whiskey Island Magazine from
early in Wallace's career. These conversations showcase and illuminate the traits for which Wallace
is so highly regarded.

best david foster wallace essays reddit: DFW Paul Brody, 2014-04-24 As one of the most
celebrated novelists and essayists of the new millennium, David Foster Wallace quickly rose to
prominence as the voice of his generation. The publication of Infinite Jest in 1996 cemented his
status. If David Foster Wallace had written nothing besides Infinite Jest, his legacy would be secure
as one of the most important artists of the new Millennium. But he did so much more than that: he
left behind a diverse body of creative nonfiction that was held together by his sincere approach to
any subject. He positively influenced thousands of students in his writing workshops and literary
seminars over the years. More than anything, he gave a shape and a voice to the confused, conflicted
Internet generation. This short biography traces the life and career of one America’s most complex
and gifted writers.

best david foster wallace essays reddit: Freedom and the Self Steven M. Cahn, Maureen
Eckert, 2015-04-21 The book Fate, Time, and Language: An Essay on Free Will, published in 2010 by
Columbia University Press, presented David Foster Wallace's challenge to Richard Taylor's
argument for fatalism. In this anthology, notable philosophers engage directly with that work and
assess Wallace's reply to Taylor as well as other aspects of Wallace's thought. With an introduction
by Steven M. Cahn and Maureen Eckert, this collection includes essays by William Hasker
(Huntington University), Gila Sher (University of California, San Diego), Marcello Oreste Fiocco
(University of California, Irvine), Daniel R. Kelly (Purdue University), Nathan Ballantyne (Fordham
University), Justin Tosi (University of Arizona), and Maureen Eckert. These thinkers explore
Wallace's philosophical and literary work, illustrating remarkable ways in which his philosophical
views influenced and were influenced by themes developed in his other writings, both fictional and
nonfictional. Together with Fate, Time, and Language, this critical set unlocks key components of
Wallace's work and its traces in modern literature and thought.

best david foster wallace essays reddit: D. F. W. Paul Brody, 2014-04-23 As one of the most
celebrated novelists and essayists of the new millennium, David Foster Wallace quickly rose to
prominence as the voice of his generation. The publication of Infinite Jest in 1996 cemented his
status. If David Foster Wallace had written nothing besides Infinite Jest, his legacy would be secure
as one of the most important artists of the new Millennium. But he did so much more than that: he
left behind a diverse body of creative nonfiction that was held together by his sincere approach to
any subject. He positively influenced thousands of students in his writing workshops and literary
seminars over the years. More than anything, he gave a shape and a voice to the confused, conflicted
Internet generation. This short biography traces the life and career of one America's most complex
and gifted writers.

best david foster wallace essays reddit: David Foster Wallace David Hering, 2016 A fresh
reassessment of David Foster Wallace's entire fictional career and writing process

best david foster wallace essays reddit: Conversations with David Foster Wallace Stephen
Burn, 2012-03-08 Conversations with the author of A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again,
Brief Interviews with Hideous Men, and Infinite Jest

best david foster wallace essays reddit: Every Love Story is a Ghost Story Daniel T. Max,




2012
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