
benny hinn false teacher

benny hinn false teacher is a term often discussed within Christian circles, especially among those

concerned about doctrinal purity and the integrity of modern televangelism. Benny Hinn is a well-

known Pentecostal televangelist whose ministry has attracted both devoted followers and vocal critics.

The accusations of him being a false teacher stem from controversies over his teachings, practices,

and lifestyle, which some claim deviate from biblical orthodoxy. This article explores the background of

Benny Hinn’s ministry, the reasons why he is labeled a false teacher by some, and the implications of

his teachings on contemporary Christianity. It also addresses common criticisms and provides a

detailed examination of his theological positions. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of

why Benny Hinn is a contentious figure and the key points of dispute surrounding his ministry.
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The Background and Ministry of Benny Hinn

Benny Hinn is an internationally recognized televangelist and faith healer known for his large-scale

healing crusades and television program, "This Is Your Day." Originating from Israel, Hinn rose to

prominence in the 1980s and 1990s, preaching a charismatic form of Christianity that emphasizes



miraculous healings, the Holy Spirit's power, and prosperity gospel themes. His ministry has extended

worldwide, attracting millions of viewers and attendees to his events. Despite his popularity, his

approach has sparked significant debate within Christian circles regarding the theological soundness

and ethical practices of his ministry.

Early Life and Ministry Growth

Benny Hinn was born in Jaffa, Israel, in 1952, and later moved to Canada with his family. He began

his ministry in the 1970s, influenced by Pentecostal and Charismatic movements. Over time, his

healing crusades grew in size, and his television program expanded his reach. His message often

includes claims of divine healing, miracles, and personal transformation through faith. Hinn's ministry is

funded largely through donations from viewers and attendees, contributing to his significant financial

success.

Core Ministry Focus

The core of Benny Hinn’s ministry centers on faith healing and the power of the Holy Spirit. His

services are characterized by dramatic healing sessions, prophetic declarations, and calls for spiritual

renewal. The prosperity gospel, which teaches that faith and donations to the ministry lead to financial

blessing and health, is a prominent aspect of his teachings. This focus has been pivotal in shaping his

public image and the controversies that surround his ministry.

Reasons Benny Hinn is Called a False Teacher

The label of "false teacher" attributed to Benny Hinn arises from various doctrinal and ethical concerns

raised by theologians, Christian leaders, and watchdog organizations. Critics argue that his teachings

often contradict biblical scripture, promote unbiblical practices, and exploit vulnerable believers

financially and emotionally. Understanding these reasons is essential to grasp why many within the

Christian community distance themselves from his ministry.



Doctrinal Deviations

One major accusation is that Benny Hinn distorts core biblical doctrines. His emphasis on miraculous

healings and the prosperity gospel is seen as misrepresenting the nature of God’s blessings and the

Christian life. Critics point out that the Bible does not guarantee physical healing or wealth as a sign of

faith, and that Hinn’s teachings can lead to disillusionment when such promises fail to materialize.

Furthermore, some of his charismatic practices are viewed as lacking scriptural foundation.

Financial Exploitation Concerns

Hinn’s ministry has faced scrutiny regarding its financial practices. Critics claim that the emphasis on

giving money to receive blessings encourages a form of spiritual manipulation. The lavish lifestyle led

by Hinn, including expensive homes and private jets, has fueled accusations that the ministry

prioritizes wealth accumulation over genuine spiritual leadership. This financial aspect contributes

significantly to the perception of Benny Hinn as a false teacher.

Unverified Healing Claims

Many of Benny Hinn’s healing claims have been questioned due to lack of credible evidence and

verification. Investigations and testimonies sometimes reveal inconsistencies or outright falsehoods

regarding the reported miracles. This undermines the authenticity of his ministry and raises ethical

concerns about misleading vulnerable individuals seeking healing and hope.

Controversial Teachings and Practices

Benny Hinn’s teachings and ministry methods are often described as controversial within evangelical

and broader Christian communities. The following list highlights some of the most debated aspects of

his ministry that contribute to the false teacher accusations.



Prosperity Gospel Emphasis: Teaching that faith will result in financial blessing and physical

health.

Faith Healing Crusades: Large events promising miraculous healings, often without

accountability.

Use of Anointing Oil and Prayer Mantles: Practices sometimes seen as superstition rather than

biblical mandates.

Prophetic Declarations: Making specific predictions or promises that do not always come to

pass.

Lavish Lifestyle: Personal wealth and luxury perceived as inconsistent with biblical humility.

Faith Healing and Miracles

Benny Hinn’s faith healing ministry is central to his public persona. However, critics argue that his

methods lack transparency and biblical basis. The spectacle of healings at crusades is sometimes

viewed as theatrical rather than genuinely spiritual, with skepticism surrounding the authenticity of

many reported healings. This has led to accusations that such practices exploit the hopes of the sick

and suffering.

Prosperity Theology

The prosperity gospel preached by Benny Hinn teaches that material wealth and health are divine

rights for believers who demonstrate sufficient faith and give generously to the ministry. This teaching

contrasts with biblical passages emphasizing suffering, sacrifice, and spiritual riches over material

wealth. Many theologians regard prosperity theology as a significant deviation from orthodox Christian

doctrine.



Impact on the Christian Community

Benny Hinn’s ministry has had a profound impact on modern Christianity, influencing millions

worldwide. However, the influence is double-edged, generating both spiritual enthusiasm and serious

theological controversy. Understanding this impact involves assessing the positive and negative

consequences of his teachings and practices.

Positive Aspects of Influence

Some followers credit Benny Hinn with inspiring faith, repentance, and personal transformation. His

emphasis on the Holy Spirit’s power has reinvigorated charismatic expressions of worship and prayer.

For many, his healing crusades provide hope and a sense of community.

Negative Consequences

Conversely, the negative aspects include doctrinal confusion, financial exploitation, and disillusionment

among followers. The false teacher accusations contribute to divisions within the church and

skepticism towards genuine charismatic ministries. The controversy surrounding Benny Hinn also

raises broader concerns about accountability and biblical fidelity in televangelism.

Effect on Church Unity

The divisive nature of Benny Hinn’s ministry has affected unity within the Christian community. Some

churches have explicitly distanced themselves from his teachings, while others continue to support

him. This polarization illustrates the challenges faced by the church in addressing charismatic figures

accused of false teaching.



Responses to Criticism and Defense

Benny Hinn and his supporters have responded to accusations of being a false teacher in various

ways. These responses are an essential part of the ongoing discussion about his ministry’s legitimacy

and impact.

Statements and Apologies

At times, Benny Hinn has issued statements or apologies addressing controversies, attempting to

clarify his teachings or correct misunderstandings. These responses seek to maintain his ministry’s

credibility and reassure supporters.

Support from Followers

Many believers defend Benny Hinn, citing personal experiences of healing and spiritual renewal. They

argue that criticisms are often based on misunderstandings or bias against charismatic ministries.

Supporters emphasize the positive effects of his work and his commitment to spreading the gospel.

Calls for Accountability

Some Christian leaders advocate for greater accountability and transparency in Benny Hinn’s ministry.

They encourage thorough theological examination and financial oversight to ensure that ministries

operate within biblical and ethical boundaries. This approach aims to protect believers and uphold the

integrity of Christian witness.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is Benny Hinn and why is he considered a controversial figure?

Benny Hinn is a televangelist and faith healer known for his charismatic healing crusades. He is

considered controversial due to accusations of financial improprieties, extravagant lifestyle, and

questionable theological teachings.

Why do some people label Benny Hinn as a false teacher?

Some people label Benny Hinn as a false teacher because of his emphasis on prosperity gospel,

claims of miraculous healings that lack verification, and teachings that critics argue deviate from

orthodox Christian doctrine.

Has Benny Hinn been officially denounced by any Christian

organizations?

While some individual pastors and Christian leaders have criticized Benny Hinn, there is no official,

widespread denouncement from major Christian denominations. However, watchdog groups have

publicly questioned his ministry's practices.

What are the main theological criticisms against Benny Hinn?

Critics argue Benny Hinn promotes prosperity gospel, teaches that faith alone guarantees financial

blessings and physical healing, and sometimes misinterprets scripture to support his claims, which

they say misleads believers.

Have there been any investigations into Benny Hinn's ministry

finances?

Yes, Benny Hinn's ministry has faced scrutiny and investigations regarding financial transparency and

use of funds, but no major legal actions have been taken against him as of now.



How has Benny Hinn responded to accusations of being a false

teacher?

Benny Hinn has denied the accusations, stating that his teachings are biblical and that his healing

ministry is genuine. He has also apologized for any misunderstandings and emphasized his

commitment to faith.

What impact has Benny Hinn's ministry had on the charismatic

Christian movement?

Benny Hinn has significantly influenced the charismatic movement by popularizing healing crusades

and the prosperity gospel, though his methods and teachings have also sparked debate and division

within the movement.

Are there any notable Christian leaders who have spoken out against

Benny Hinn?

Yes, several Christian leaders, including watchdog organizations and some pastors, have publicly

criticized Benny Hinn for his teachings and ministry practices, warning believers to be cautious.

How can Christians discern whether Benny Hinn's teachings align with

biblical doctrine?

Christians are encouraged to study the Bible carefully, compare teachings with scripture, seek counsel

from trusted spiritual leaders, and be cautious of teachings that emphasize wealth and health as

guaranteed outcomes of faith.

Additional Resources

1. Exposing Benny Hinn: The Truth Behind the Man and His Ministry



This book takes a critical look at Benny Hinn's teachings and practices, examining the theological

inconsistencies and controversial healing crusades. It includes testimonies from former followers and

analyses of his claims against biblical doctrine. The author aims to provide readers with a deeper

understanding of why Benny Hinn is considered a false teacher by many.

2. The Deception of Benny Hinn: Unmasking the False Prophet

Delving into Benny Hinn's rise to fame, this book uncovers the methods and messages that have

drawn millions yet sparked intense criticism. It explores the dangers of prosperity gospel and faith

healing ministries, using Hinn's ministry as a case study. Readers are encouraged to discern truth from

manipulation.

3. Faith or Fraud? The Benny Hinn Controversy

This book presents a balanced investigation into Benny Hinn's miraculous claims, scrutinizing the

evidence for and against his healing services. It discusses the impact of his ministry on modern

Pentecostalism and the broader Christian community. The author also offers guidance on recognizing

false teachings.

4. Benny Hinn’s Prosperity Gospel: A Biblical Critique

Focusing on the prosperity gospel propagated by Benny Hinn, this book evaluates its scriptural validity

and ethical implications. It argues that the message of health and wealth as a divine right distorts the

gospel and exploits believers. The book includes biblical counterpoints and practical advice for

Christians seeking sound doctrine.

5. The Cult of Benny Hinn: Inside the World of a False Teacher

This investigative work reveals the inner workings of Benny Hinn's ministry, portraying it as a cult-like

organization centered around personality and spectacle. Through interviews and research, the author

exposes manipulation, financial irregularities, and spiritual abuse. The book serves as a warning to

those attracted to similar ministries.

6. Healing or Hype? The Benny Hinn Phenomenon

Analyzing Benny Hinn’s healing crusades, this book questions the authenticity of the miracles reported



and the psychological impact on attendees. It includes medical expert opinions and critical eyewitness

accounts. The book challenges readers to consider the fine line between faith and deception.

7. False Fire: Benny Hinn and the Charismatic Movement

This book situates Benny Hinn within the broader charismatic movement, critiquing the excesses and

false doctrines that have emerged. It discusses how Hinn's teachings diverge from orthodox

Christianity and the potential harm caused by unchecked charismatic practices. The author calls for a

return to biblical truth.

8. Behind the Curtain: The Real Benny Hinn

Offering an exposé on Benny Hinn's personal and ministry life, this book uncovers controversies,

inconsistencies, and scandals often hidden from the public eye. It features insider accounts and

investigates the financial and spiritual costs of his empire. The book aims to equip believers with

critical awareness.

9. Discernment in a Time of Deception: Lessons from the Benny Hinn Case

Using Benny Hinn's ministry as a cautionary example, this book teaches readers how to discern true

biblical teaching from false doctrines. It provides tools for evaluating ministries and encourages

spiritual vigilance. The author emphasizes the importance of grounding faith in Scripture rather than

sensationalism.
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worldly success while leading millions of Christians dangerously astray and far from the narrow path
that leads to salvation and into a new, experienced-based, contra-Scriptural religion masquerading
as Christianity. Readers will be shocked to see how far Bethel has strayed from the truth yet still
manages to deceive most of the world into believing that it is a Christian church. If you have any
doubt that the great apostasy (falling away) predicted in 2 Thessalonians 2 is well underway, this
book will dispel any doubts. This book peels back the curtain on the New Apostolic Reformation and
lays bare how absurd its claims are that new apostles and prophets now guide the church while the
movement spews out countless false prophecies and false claims of new revelations from God. But
this book should be of equal interest to secular readers and all who wish to preserve the separation
between church and state for this book exposes how a new form of faux Christianity seeks dominion
over all human endeavors both public and private and in the process is causing both spiritual and
temporal harm on a global scale.
  benny hinn false teacher: Making Sense of Bible Prophecy Kristina Howells, 2008-06-26
The time of the end is here, within the last 45 years starting from 1981 A.D., as dated by the Book of
Daniel. John gave even more end time details than Daniel did and now it is time for a greater
unveiling of YHVH's mysteries.Daniel 12:4; And you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book
unto the time of the end; many will travel, and knowledge will be increased.
  benny hinn false teacher: Did the Bible Really Come from God? Billy Crone, 2018-05-15 Many
people today are quick to spout off bold claims that there is no way in which it can be said that the
Bible really did come from God. In fact, they even imply that anyone who believes this is acting like a
person who is mentally inept. However, it is the skeptic whose mental capacities need to be
challenged because they refuse to look at the evidence that clearly reveals how the Bible really did
come from God. Therefore, this book, Did the Bible Really Come from God? shares the 10 lines of
solid logical evidence that proves how the Bible really did come from God and is unlike any other
book on the planet. As you will see in this book, there is overwhelming evidence showing how there
really is no need to question, Did the Bible Really Come from God? let alone cave into the false
claims of the critic. Contrary to what society would say, yes, we can know for sure Christian that
what we hold in our hands is indeed the Genuine Word of God!
  benny hinn false teacher: SWAYED BY DECEPTION Philip Smith, 2023-08-29 This book is
meant for every follower of Jesus the Savior. Whether you belong to a particular denomination or
nondenominational church, you will benefit from the information in this book, bringing to light the
many false teachings within the worldwide church. It is written in simple layman language for any
Christian to comprehend. Jesus said: Beware of false prophets. His warning directly pertains to
spiritual deception--a matter of eternal consequence. Yet if we don't discern the Bible's truth and
knowledge from the heart of God, we risk spiritual deception. If you think you couldn't possibly be
deceived in such manner, this book is especially for you. The nature of one's own deception is in not
knowing they are deceived!
  benny hinn false teacher: False Teachers in the Church of God Liliane Binnyuy,
2017-08-09 It is very difficult to identify false teachers in the church of God. They look humble and
harmless, but inward, they are ravenous wolves. Their false teaching are leading many to perdition.
You must know them if you want to be saved. This little book is a guide to help you identify fake
Bible Preachers: their masks and fruit.
  benny hinn false teacher: Strange Fire John F. MacArthur, 2013-11-19 In Strange Fire,
bestselling author and pastor John MacArthur chronicles the unsavory history behind the modern
Charismatic movement. What would God say about those who blatantly misrepresent His Holy Spirit;
who exchange true worship for chaotic fits of mindless ecstasy; who replace the biblical gospel with
vain illusions of health and wealth; who claim to prophesy in His name yet speak errors; and who sell
false hope to desperate people for millions of dollars? The charismatic movement has always been a
breeding-ground for scandal, greed, bad doctrine, and all kinds of spiritual chicanery. As a
movement, it is clearly headed the wrong direction. And it is growing at an unprecedented rate.
From the Word of Faith to the New Apostolic Reformation, the Charismatic movement is being



consumed by the empty promises of the prosperity gospel. Too many charismatic celebrities promote
a “Christianity” without Christ, a Holy Spirit without holiness. And their teaching is having a
disastrous influence on a grand scale, as large television networks broadcast their heresies to every
part of the world. In Strange Fire, MacArthur lays out a chilling case against the modern
Charismatic movement that includes: Rejecting its false prophets. Speaking out against their errors.
Showing true reverence to the Holy Spirit. Clinging to the Bible as the inerrant, authoritative Word
of God and the one true standard by which all truth claims must be tested.
  benny hinn false teacher: Many Infallible Proofs Henry M. Morris, Henry M. Morris III,
2002-09-15 Christians today - especially in America - are woefully ignorant about the Bible, and what
impact it can have on a world of darkness. This despite the words of 1 Peter 3:15: But in your hearts
set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have. Thankfully, scholars like Henry Morris have seen fit to provide us
with good answers for questions posed by Bible critics...and by multitudes of Christians, for Christ
himself has provided us with many infallible proofs (Acts 1:2-3). Christians will be strengthened with
these topics: Problems in verbal inspirationFulfillment of prophecyThe structure of ScriptureAlleged
Bible contradictionsThe Bible and scienceThe Bible and ancient historyThe unique birth of Christ
  benny hinn false teacher: Salvation with a Smile Phillip Luke Sinitiere, 2015-11-13 Joel
Osteen, the smiling preacher, has quickly emerged as one of the most recognizable Protestant
leaders in the country. His megachurch, the Houston based Lakewood Church, hosts an average of
over 40,000 worshipers each week. Osteen is the best-selling author of numerous books, and his
sermons and inspirational talks appear regularly on mainstream cable and satellite radio. How did
Joel Osteen become Joel Osteen? How did Lakewood become the largest megachurch in the U. S.?
Salvation with a Smile, the first book devoted to Lakewood Church and Joel Osteen, offers a critical
history of the congregation by linking its origins to post-World War II neopentecostalism, and
connecting it to the exceptionally popular prosperity gospel movement and the enduring attraction
of televangelism. In this richly documented book, historian Phillip Luke Sinitiere carefully excavates
the life and times of Lakewood’s founder, John Osteen, to explain how his son Joel expanded his
legacy and fashioned the congregation into America’s largest megachurch. As a popular preacher,
Joel Osteen’s ministry has been a source of existential strength for many, but also the routine target
of religious critics who vociferously contend that his teachings are theologically suspect and
spiritually shallow. Sinitiere’s keen analysis shows how Osteen’s rebuttals have expressed a piety of
resistance that demonstrates evangelicalism’s fractured, but persistent presence. Salvation with a
Smile situates Lakewood Church in the context of American religious history and illuminates how
Osteen has parlayed an understanding of American religious and political culture into vast
popularity and success.
  benny hinn false teacher: Modern Christianity Corrupted Bob Klingenberg, Robert
Klingenberg, 2012-06-08 The roots of an insidious Religious Humanism have for some time now
steadily been growing deeper and deeper and taking a firm hold in the modern Christian Church in
America and across the world. The lethality of this rooting is that Religious Humanism is filled with
false teachings which are historically known as heresies.
  benny hinn false teacher: Strange Fire / Confessions of a False Prophet Fred L. Volz, 2003-07
Former Pentecostal prophet Fred L. Volz shares his experience within the charismatic movement.
The supernatural experiences were real, but were they true?
  benny hinn false teacher: The Suicide of American Christianity Michael D. LeMay, 2012 The
author--host of the daily Christian radio show Stand up for the truth--shares his observations on the
influence of secular humanism on the current and future states of American Christianity while
detailing his perceptions of secular humanism within current American culture.
  benny hinn false teacher: Counterfeit Kingdom Holly Pivec, R. Douglas Geivett, 2022-11-15
Is there a new reformation happening in the church? It depends on who you ask. The New Apostolic
Reformation (NAR) is a popular and fast-growing new movement of Christians who emphasize signs
and wonders, and teach that God is giving new revelation through new apostles and prophets. But is



this biblical Christianity? In Counterfeit Kingdom, apologists and NAR experts Holly Pivec and
Douglas Geivett show how the NAR’s key tenets distort the gospel, twist the Scriptures, are
influenced by New Age practices, and lead faithful Christians to shipwreck their faith. They also
offer practical suggestions for readers who are already influenced by the NAR, curious about it, or
concerned about loved ones who have been swept up in the movement. What used to be on the
fringes of the church is now mainstream, and many are being influenced by it unaware. This book is
a wake-up call.
  benny hinn false teacher: Expository Sermons On John's Gospel Volume 2 Joe Tolin, Jr.,
2013-09-28 This is the continued expository sermon series on the Gospel of John. This volume
contains chapters 5-10 from the regular preaching ministry of Grace Fellowship Church.
  benny hinn false teacher: In Search of Apostolic Truth And Faith ,
  benny hinn false teacher: LIFESAVER: Rescuing God's People from the PTR Ship John F.
Finkbeiner, 2013-03-31 Nothing is more crucial to survival during the dark days ahead than knowing
the truth. While lies, evil schemes and frauds increase daily, one book— the Bible— stands in stark
opposition to deceit. God’s Word shines as a beacon of light, directing the storm-tossed wayfarer
safely to the peaceful shore. LIFESAVER was written to expose the hypocrisy, the abuse of trust and
the fatal flaws in modern American Christianity’s most popular and trumpeted position on the end
times— the Pre-tribulation rapture (PTR) view. Twenty-five (25) powerful arguments (called
“Torpedoes”) are launched from LIFESAVER's pages; each argument sufficient to sink the PTR ship
before it invites the innocent to board her for its last, doomed voyage. Without malice, angry
rhetoric or unfair personal attacks, chapters such as “The Rapture Isn’t Next,” “Good Fiction,”
“Desertion,” and “No Trouble,” dissect the clever speech, remove the façade and expose the holes in
an interpretation of prophecy that will not hold water. The only weapon used by LIFESAVER in this
war of ideas is Scripture that is rightly interpreted. Though shooting torpedoes at the flaws, fallacies
and inaccuracies in the PTR ship must be done, LIFESAVER has another purpose: The author not
only goes after the easy-to-target, weak, supporting pillars of PTR, such as “any moment rapture”
and “Christians will escape the Tribulation,” but he provides a thoroughly rational and solidly
Biblical alternative for Christians to embrace, the Pre-wrath rapture position. What LIFESAVER
wants to alert every sincere believer to is that there is a true Biblical “eschatology” (Doctrine of Last
Things) that surfaces when objectively utilizing the “Five Basic Rules of Bible Interpretation.” Sadly,
because it threatens their power and prestige, knowledge of the Pre-wrath rapture view is the very
thing the PTR elite tries to undermine with distortions or attempts to hide by shutting it out of the
debate. As time runs out on this present age, the Spirit is awakening those who belong to God. It is
time for the saints to understand what is false and what is genuine. Since Christ is coming soon, his
people are not only to grasp what he has taught, but to proclaim his plan of salvation that was
revealed by the prophets. Deliverance will come to those prepared to weather the most severe
challenges that believers of any generation have ever faced. LIFESAVER, alongside the Bible, will
help make the difference between catastrophe and triumph, between despair and everlasting joy, or
between falling short and being an over-comer. It is time for truth; not feel-good theology. It is time
for strong faith. It is time for LIFESAVER!
  benny hinn false teacher: God, Greed, and the (Prosperity) Gospel Costi W. Hinn, 2019-07-09
A compelling insider account by the nephew of a renowned prosperity preacher on the perils of
greed and the power of the true gospel. Costi Hinn—nephew of the world-famous televangelist,
Benny Hinn—had a front-row seat to the inner workings of the prosperity gospel: In one sermon I
heard growing up, my uncle taught us that if we wanted God to do something for us, we needed to
do something for him. In God, Greed, and the (Prosperity) Gospel he gives a chilling account of how
prosperity preachers exploit the poor and needy and what it was like to grow up in one of the world's
most powerful prosperity dynasties. As Costi began to question the lifestyle he was living and look
for an answer to the injustice he saw, he found himself on a journey that eventually led him to
abandon the family faith in favor of the overwhelming truth about the real Jesus Christ. This is
Costi's story of escape from a false teaching that has ensnared millions. And it’s a call to the church



to be salt and light throughout the earth and to stand up for the truth when Jesus Christ is being
falsely represented as a commodity. If you want to learn how to reach those caught in deception, or
if you've been confused in the past by the insidiously blurred lines between prosperity theology and
the true gospel, this book will bolster your faith and encourage your own journey toward the Truth.
Spanish edition also available.
  benny hinn false teacher: Bearing False Witness? Douglas E. Cowan, 2003-05-30 From Hare
Krishna to the Latter-Day Saints, and from Jehovah's Witnesses to the New Age, religious pluralism
in North American presents evangelical Protestantism with significant challenges. Declaring newer
religious groups cults, aberrant sects, and heretical religions, the Christian countercult movement
has warned that these groups represent a threat to society. In ^IBearing False Witness?^R Cowan
considers the Christian countercult as a whole, locating it in sociological perspective as an entity
distinct from the secular anti-cult. Through his analysis, the author argues that the primary purpose
of the countercult movement is to reinforce and repair the Christian worldview when it appears
threatened by the advent of alternative religious traditions. This unique analysis of the Christian
countercult helps explain why conservative Christian responses to competing religious movements
have taken the form that they have in addition to how those responses are carried out. Unlike the
anti-cult movement, which is concerned with removing individuals from cults and returning them to
their families, the Christian countercult movement, according to the author, attempts not only to
remove cultists from the negative influences of the cults to which they belong, but also to insure that
they will join the particular version of Christianity adhered to by the countercultists themselves.
Beginning with the countercult's early history, the author provides an historical account of the
movement and its present activities. Since the rise of new religious movements, the growing interest
in religions imported from outside North America, and the broadening of the religious marketplace
continues to grow, understanding the Christian countercult and its presence as a countervailing
pressure to these increasingly socioreligious dynamics becomes ever more important.
  benny hinn false teacher: Malaysian Christians Online Meng Yoe Tan, 2020-02-26 Many
facets of social life are now intrinsically linked to the Internet through increasing dependence of
user-centric platforms like blogs, social-networking websites, online forums, and open source
websites. The Malaysian Church is not exempt from having to negotiate with an increasingly
tech-savvy and networked community of believers. Based primarily on Internet ethnography and
interviews with Christian bloggers and church pastors, this book looks at how the Internet is a
component of “everyday religion” in the lives of Malaysian Christians at individual, institutional, and
national levels. It examines the ways in which online Christian expressions are increasingly
integrated into the everyday religious routines of Christians for the development of their personal
identities and inter-religious interactions. This book also shows how the spiritual authority of church
pastors can be both challenged and reinforced through the creative use of online tools. It addresses
some of the creative ways in which Christians utilise the Internet to engage with national
socio-political issues within the context of restrictive and controlled mainstream media, as well as
the ongoing discourse with Islam in the country. Through a selection of case studies, this book
shows that while the Internet may be “free”, the users of the Internet are not necessarily so. While
the Internet has provided Malaysian Christians with new tools to experience their faith in new ways,
several aspects of “old” offline socio-cultural habits persist online. These, in turn, lead to a robust
and growing environment of Internet Christianity in Malaysia. This timely book will be of interest to
scholars in religious studies, media and communications, and cultural studies in Southeast Asia.
  benny hinn false teacher: God's Will is Healing ,
  benny hinn false teacher: Apostasy! Jeff Kluttz, 2012-01-06 Apostasy is creeping into the
church from televisions, books and star-personality tours of rich and blasphemous self-proclaimed
prophets of God.; many of whom are the most famous pastors and teachers in the U.S. These
counterfeit shepherds teach that faith is a material substance more powerful than God, accessible to
all men, and capable of creating anything man's heart can desire by the mere utterance of
faith-filled-words. This doctrine has leached into all areas of the theological systems of what are



known as Word of Faith churches. Virtually every major area of systematic theology in this
movement has been taken captive by the repercussions of this primordial error. In this heresy, God
is limited. Man is unlimited. Satan fills a necessary role in atonement for sin. Health, wealth, power
and all means of temptation are heralded as virtues of the faith while millions empty their bank
accounts for the promise of such ambition. Preying on the poor and desperate, this movement is
systematically fulfilling biblical prophesies concerning a latter-day apostasy within Christendom.
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