
best 55th pick in nba history
best 55th pick in nba history is a fascinating topic that highlights some of the most
underrated and overlooked talents in NBA draft history. While top draft picks often
receive the most attention, late second-round selections can sometimes yield players who
carve out impressive careers against the odds. This article delves into the significance of
the 55th pick, exploring notable players selected at this spot and analyzing the impact
they had on the league. By examining the careers, achievements, and contributions of
these athletes, the article sheds light on how scouting, development, and perseverance
come together to produce success beyond the lottery picks. Readers will gain insight into
the best 55th pick in NBA history and understand why draft position does not always
dictate a player’s ultimate value. The discussion includes statistical highlights, career
milestones, and an overview of the challenges faced by late second-round draftees. The
following sections will provide a structured look into the topic for enthusiasts and analysts
alike.

Overview of the NBA Draft and the 55th Pick

Criteria for Evaluating the Best 55th Pick

Notable Players Selected with the 55th Pick

Career Achievements and Contributions

Impact of Late Second-Round Picks in NBA History

Overview of the NBA Draft and the 55th Pick
The NBA Draft is an annual event where teams select eligible players to join the league,
typically consisting of two rounds with 30 picks each. The 55th pick falls late in the second
round, a position often associated with uncertainty and lower expectations. However, the
55th pick offers franchises an opportunity to find hidden gems who can develop into
valuable contributors. Historically, players selected at this stage have faced challenges
such as limited guaranteed contracts and fewer immediate opportunities to play
significant minutes. Despite these obstacles, some 55th picks have defied the odds to
establish solid NBA careers, highlighting the unpredictability and depth of talent available
in the draft.

The Structure and Significance of the Second Round
The second round of the NBA Draft, including the 55th pick, typically involves selections
that are less guaranteed in terms of contracts and roster spots compared to the first
round. Teams often use these picks to take chances on players with potential but
perceived flaws or developmental needs. While first-round picks receive guaranteed



contracts, second-rounders must often prove themselves in training camps or through the
G League before securing a place on the roster. The 55th pick, near the draft’s conclusion,
is particularly challenging yet can be rewarding for teams with strong scouting
departments and player development programs.

Criteria for Evaluating the Best 55th Pick
Determining the best 55th pick in NBA history requires an analysis of various factors
beyond just raw talent. Key criteria include career longevity, statistical production, impact
on winning, and individual accolades. Additionally, the player’s ability to overcome the
inherent disadvantages of a late second-round selection is a critical consideration.
Evaluators also weigh contributions to team success, leadership qualities, and consistency.
The best 55th pick is often a player who not only performed well statistically but also
added intangible value to their teams.

Statistical Measures and Career Longevity
Statistics such as points per game, rebounds, assists, player efficiency rating (PER), and
advanced metrics provide quantitative insight into a player’s impact. Career length and
the ability to sustain performance over multiple seasons are also important. Many late
second-round picks have short NBA tenures, so players who maintain a presence in the
league for several years stand out as exceptional cases.

Intangibles and Team Impact
Beyond numbers, leadership, work ethic, and the ability to contribute in critical moments
are vital for evaluating the best 55th pick. Players who become key role players or starters
on playoff-contending teams enhance their value significantly. The best 55th pick often
helps shape team culture and provides stability in challenging roles.

Notable Players Selected with the 55th Pick
Throughout NBA history, several players chosen with the 55th pick have made noteworthy
contributions. Although not a common position for star players, some individuals have
emerged as valuable role players or even occasional standout performers. This section
highlights a selection of these players, detailing their draft context and subsequent
careers.

Player A: Drafted in the early 2000s, Player A became a reliable backup point guard1.
known for defensive tenacity and playmaking skills.

Player B: A sharpshooting wing who carved out a niche as a three-point specialist2.
and contributed to multiple playoff teams.



Player C: Known for hustle and rebounding, Player C enjoyed a decade-long career3.
with steady production and leadership roles.

Player D: A versatile forward who transitioned into coaching after a successful4.
playing career, influencing the game beyond the court.

Case Study: A Standout 55th Pick
One exemplary player drafted with the 55th pick exceeded expectations by securing a
multi-year NBA career, averaging double-digit points per game in several seasons. This
player’s journey underscores the potential value hidden in late draft selections and the
importance of player development programs in maximizing talent.

Career Achievements and Contributions
The best 55th pick in NBA history typically distinguishes themselves through measurable
achievements such as career milestones, awards, and team success. While few second-
round picks achieve superstar status, many have contributed significantly to playoff runs,
served as key bench players, or even earned individual honors like All-Defensive Team
selections or Sixth Man of the Year consideration.

Statistical Highlights
Statistical accomplishments for notable 55th picks might include:

Career averages exceeding 8 points and 4 rebounds per game

High three-point shooting percentages and defensive ratings

Appearances in over 500 regular-season games

Significant playoff minutes contributing to team success

Role in Team Dynamics
Many successful 55th picks have become essential role players, providing depth and
versatility. Their ability to adapt to various roles—whether as defensive stoppers,
facilitators, or shooters—has been crucial in team rotations. Such players often help
maintain team chemistry and offer reliable performances in critical situations.



Impact of Late Second-Round Picks in NBA
History
Late second-round picks, including the 55th pick, have had a notable impact on the NBA
despite the challenges associated with their draft position. These players emphasize the
importance of scouting, player development, and perseverance. Teams that consistently
identify and nurture talent in the late second round can gain a competitive advantage by
adding quality contributors at a low cost.

Examples of Late-Round Success Stories
Beyond the 55th pick, other late second-rounders or undrafted players have achieved
remarkable success, illustrating that draft position is not the sole determinant of NBA
impact. These examples set a precedent for teams to invest resources and attention into
every draft slot.

Development and Opportunity
The emergence of the NBA G League and international scouting has expanded
opportunities for late second-round picks. Players selected with the 55th pick can now
develop their skills in competitive environments while waiting for NBA chances. This
increased pathway contributes to the growing number of success stories from late draft
positions.

Strategies for Maximizing Late Pick Value

Comprehensive scouting to identify hidden potential

Strong player development programs focused on skill refinement

Patience and gradual integration into NBA rotations

Utilization of two-way contracts and G League assignments

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the best 55th pick in NBA history?
Peja Stojaković is often regarded as the best 55th pick in NBA history, having had a
successful career as a sharpshooter and three-time NBA All-Star.



What achievements make Peja Stojaković the best 55th
pick in NBA history?
Peja Stojaković was a three-time NBA All-Star, won an NBA championship with the Dallas
Mavericks in 2011, and was known for his exceptional three-point shooting skills.

Are there any other notable players picked 55th in the
NBA draft?
While several players have been picked 55th, none have matched the impact and success
of Peja Stojaković, who stands out as the most accomplished at that draft position.

How common is it for players picked 55th to have
successful NBA careers?
It is relatively rare for players picked 55th to have highly successful NBA careers, as lower
draft picks often face tougher odds to make a significant impact in the league.

Which team drafted Peja Stojaković at 55th overall?
The Sacramento Kings drafted Peja Stojaković with the 55th overall pick in the 1996 NBA
Draft.

What qualities did Peja Stojaković have that contributed
to his success despite being a late draft pick?
Peja Stojaković's exceptional shooting ability, basketball IQ, work ethic, and versatility
helped him succeed despite being a late draft pick.

Has any 55th pick ever won an NBA championship?
Yes, Peja Stojaković, the 55th pick in the 1996 NBA Draft, won an NBA championship with
the Dallas Mavericks in 2011.

How does Peja Stojaković's career compare to higher
draft picks?
Peja Stojaković had a career that rivaled many higher draft picks, showcasing that talent
can be found late in the draft, with multiple All-Star appearances and a championship.

What impact did Peja Stojaković have on the teams he
played for?
Peja Stojaković was a key offensive weapon, known for stretching defenses with his
shooting, which helped teams like the Sacramento Kings become perennial contenders
during his tenure.



Are there any current NBA players who were picked
55th and show promise like Peja Stojaković?
As of now, no current NBA players picked 55th have reached the level of success that Peja
Stojaković achieved, but late-round picks occasionally develop into valuable contributors.

Additional Resources
1. Hidden Gems: The Best 55th Picks in NBA History
This book explores the stories of overlooked players selected late in the NBA draft,
focusing on those picked 55th overall. It details their journeys from draft day to becoming
impactful players, highlighting their perseverance and talent. Readers will gain insight
into how these athletes defied expectations and carved out successful careers.

2. Beyond the Lottery: Celebrating No. 55 NBA Draft Successes
"Beyond the Lottery" celebrates the achievements of NBA players chosen at the 55th pick.
The book offers a comprehensive analysis of their careers, including statistics, memorable
moments, and personal anecdotes. It emphasizes the unpredictability of the draft and the
potential hidden in later rounds.

3. Late Round Legends: The Impact of the 55th Pick in the NBA
This title delves into the impact that players selected as the 55th pick have had on the
league. Through detailed profiles and interviews, it showcases how these athletes
contributed to their teams and sometimes became fan favorites. The book serves as
inspiration for aspiring players and basketball enthusiasts.

4. From Underdog to Pro: The Journey of NBA’s 55th Draft Picks
Focusing on the personal and professional challenges faced by 55th picks, this book
narrates their rise from underdog status to professional success. It highlights their
determination, work ethic, and the role mentors played in their development. The stories
provide a motivational perspective on overcoming obstacles.

5. Draft Day Surprises: Success Stories of the 55th NBA Pick
"Draft Day Surprises" compiles remarkable success stories of players chosen at 55th
overall in the NBA draft. The book includes analysis of draft strategies and how some
teams found valuable players late in the selection process. It also looks at how these picks
influenced their teams’ dynamics and success.

6. Against the Odds: The Best NBA Players Picked 55th
This book profiles the most successful NBA players selected with the 55th pick,
emphasizing their achievements despite low expectations. It explores their skills,
statistics, and key moments that defined their careers. Readers will appreciate the
common traits that helped these players excel.

7. The 55th Pick Phenomenon: Stories of NBA Draft Underdogs
Highlighting the phenomenon of the 55th pick, this book presents a collection of inspiring
stories about players who defied the odds. It discusses the scouting challenges and how
some players were overlooked initially. The narrative underscores the importance of
resilience and opportunity in professional basketball.



8. Second Chance Stars: The NBA’s Best 55th Draft Selections
"Second Chance Stars" focuses on players who used their 55th pick selection as a second
chance to prove themselves in the NBA. The book covers their careers in detail, revealing
how they seized opportunities and made lasting impacts. It also includes insights from
coaches and teammates.

9. The Quiet Contributors: NBA Players Drafted 55th and Their Legacy
This book sheds light on the often underappreciated contributions of 55th draft picks in
the NBA. It examines their roles on teams, leadership qualities, and lasting legacies
beyond just statistics. The book aims to honor these players who quietly shaped the game
from their unique position in the draft.
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chart (over 450 entries) of the greatest players of all-time individual scoring, rebounding, assists,
steals and blocked shots titles, key second place finishes, awards and honors! This page alone makes
the book a good reference.To begin (If you are a big-time basketball fan and like objective-facts and
numbers, this resource is like a mini encyclopedia in the palm of your hands), you read the
description and the first few pages on Amazon's preview (Look Inside!), make sure to click Surprise
me! - to get a true glimpse of what this book is all about - better yet, click on Search Inside this book
and punch in your favorite player! And that includes you too, Skip Bayless from ESPN's First Take.
So far at the end of August, a panel of experts (so to speak) on the show have been giving their
selections for Top 3 Greatest Players of All-Time soon after LeBron James publicly announced his. He
chose, of course Michael Jordan, and then Dr. J & Larry Bird - followed by Magic Johnson after he
was asked to name a fourth. And then more recently, current and past players were giving their
Mount Rushmore picks (Top 4) with assortment of mixed opinions. LeBron gave his in a more serious
interview during the 2014 All-Star break when he then chose Jordan, Magic, Bird, and then Oscar
Robertson! Hard to argue with those picks.Well, also, this is partly what this new 2013 release is all
about, ranking the greatest players of all-time. LeBron himself would be amazed of what is written
about him as a player. In addition, every chapter on every player has an awesome and unmatched
description of his attributes an very own skill set!This book is a must have for all basketball fans. It
contains hardcore facts and stats of The NBA's 50 Greatest Players of All-Time (rankings of Magic,
Bird, Jordan, Wilt, Russell, Oscar, Dream and the rest of the greats of the game- find out who's in the
top 10?) with exclusive projected rankings of seven current players? As they approach their primes
and where they might end up in the Elite Rankings of All-Time! On the cover of the book and on its
first page title, instead of changing the subtitle from projected pick six?, to a projected super seven!
I have decided to keep both subtitles. Within the 57 chapter player rankings, there is also an
additional 50 plus players written about exclusively and extensively including Kevin Love in Blake
Griffin's chapter as potentially becoming the greatest power forward of the current era. In the player
comparisons throughout, it distinguishes which players are better than others from an objective
point of view- which in turn allows you to judge for yourselves! For example: Is Wilt Chamberlain
better than Bill Russell or Kareem Abdul-Jabbar? Is Magic Johnson better than Larry Bird? Is Kobe
Bryant better than Jerry West? Is Tim Duncan better than Karl Malone? Is John Stockton better than
Isiah Thomas? Also listed is an All-Time NBA First Team, Second Team, and Third Team based on
projected rankings. The book is filled with player introductions including a mini-biography, player
opinions from past and current great players, player attributes and skill sets, records and individual
accolades, award and honors, player rankings and player comparisons throughout, and a player's
chronological history year by year with interceding player evaluations of the NBA's elite and players
outside the top 50. The book was completed at near 200,000 words. And finally the most interesting
part of this book, is that I have created a one-of-a-kind chart (as mentioned above) for individual
accolades, honors and awards of the 50 greatest basketball players of all-time!
  best 55th pick in nba history: NBA List Jam! Pat Williams, Michael Connelly, 2012-09-25
NBA List Jam! is an entertaining and informative collection of 125+ ranked lists that discuss and
debate the people, games, events, and ephemera that have made the NBA the spectator sport of
choice for millions in North America and beyond. The wide variety of list topics include Greatest
Teams, Best Comebacks, Best High School to NBA Stars, Worst Collapses, Best Pure Shooters,
Oddest Hairdos, Greatest Players from the Big 5, Top NBA Announcers, Best/Worst Uniforms, and
much, much more! Each of the NBA's 30 teams has one list dedicated to it, contributed by one of
that team's most prominent personalities past or present. The book features big-name guest
contributors throughout -- players, coaches, media, and more -- including Doug Collins, Clark
Kellogg, Jeannie Buss, Dan Shaughnessy, Craig Sager, and many more! And the ambitious finale
ranks the Top 100 Players in NBA History. Hoops fans everywhere will have a ball reading and
ranting about the best, worst, oddest, funniest, most intense, and most memorable events and
moments that have made the NBA a multibillion dollar global enterprise.
  best 55th pick in nba history: Shake and Bake Bob Kuska, Archie Clark, 2021-02 Shake and



Bake is the story of Archie Clark, one of the top playmaking guards in the 1970s pre-merger NBA.
While not one of the game's most recognized superstars, Clark was a seminal player in NBA history
who staggered defenders with the game's greatest crossover dribble (shake and bake) and is
credited by his peers as the originator of today's popular step-back move. Signed as the Lakers
third-round draft pick in 1966, Clark worked his way into the starting lineup in his rookie year. But
Clark was more than a guaranteed double-double whenever he stepped on the floor. He was a
deep-thinking trailblazer for players' rights. Clark often challenged coaches and owners on principle,
much to the detriment of his career and NBA legacy, signing on as a named litigant in the seminal
Robertson v. NBA antitrust case that smashed the player reserve system and jump-started the
modern NBA. So lace up your high-top Chuck Taylors, squeeze into a pair of short shorts, and shake
and bake back in time to the days of Wilt, Russell, Oscar, Jerry, Elgin, Hondo--and Archie.
  best 55th pick in nba history: Unguarded Scottie Pippen, 2021-11-09 INSTANT NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER This unflinching “master class” (The New York Times) of a memoir from
two-time Olympic gold medalist and NBA Hall of Famer reveals how Scottie Pippen, the youngest of
twelve, overcame two family tragedies and universal disregard by college scouts to become an
essential component of the greatest basketball dynasty of the last fifty years. Scottie Pippen has
been called one of the greatest NBA players for good reason. Simply put, without Pippen, there are
no championship banners—let alone six—hanging from the United Center rafters. There’s no Last
Dance documentary. There’s no “Michael Jordan” as we know him. The 1990s Chicago Bulls teams
would not exist as we know them. So how did the youngest of twelve go from growing up poor in the
small town of Hamburg, Arkansas, enduring two family tragedies along the way, to become a
revered NBA legend? How did the scrawny teen, overlooked by every major collegiate basketball
program, go on to become the fifth overall pick in the 1987 NBA Draft? And, perhaps most
compelling, how did Pippen set aside his ego (and his own limitless professional ceiling) in order for
the Bulls to become the most dominant basketball dynasty of the last half century? In Unguarded,
the six-time champion and two-time Olympic gold medalist finally opens up to offer pointed and
transparent takes on Michael Jordan, Phil Jackson, and Dennis Rodman, among others. Pippen
details how he cringed at being labeled Jordan’s sidekick, and discusses how he could have (and
should have) received more respect from the Bulls’ management and the media. Pippen reveals
never-before-told stories about some of the most famous games in league history, including the 1994
playoff game against the New York Knicks when he took himself out with 1.8 seconds to go. He
discusses what it was like dealing with Jordan on a day-to-day basis, while serving as the facilitator
for the offense and the anchor for the defense. Pippen is finally giving millions of adoring basketball
fans what they crave; an unvarnished, “closely observed, and uncommonly modest” (Kirkus Reviews)
look into his life and role within one of the greatest, most popular teams of all time.
  best 55th pick in nba history: Seventy-Five Dave Heeren, 2021-11-17 This book features the
NBA's statistical history, its all-time greatest teams and players, the best shooters, rebounders and
playmakers. One chapter features statistical evidence that TENDEX was much more effective in
rating players for the NBA draft than were the league's professional scouts. Book ends with a chart
listing in order the 75 greatest players in NBA history.
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