
berlin social science center

berlin social science center stands as a pivotal institution in the landscape of social science
research and policy analysis. Renowned for its interdisciplinary approach, the center brings together
experts from various fields to explore societal challenges and contribute to evidence-based
policymaking. This article delves into the history, structure, research focus, and global impact of the
Berlin Social Science Center, highlighting its role as a hub for academic excellence and innovation in
social sciences. Readers will gain insight into the collaborative projects, funding mechanisms, and
educational initiatives that define the center’s operations. Additionally, the article addresses the
center’s contributions to public discourse and social development at both national and international
levels. To navigate these critical aspects, the following table of contents outlines the key sections
covered in this comprehensive overview.
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History and Background of the Berlin Social Science
Center
The Berlin Social Science Center, known in German as the Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für
Sozialforschung (WZB), was established in the early 1960s as a response to the growing need for
rigorous social science research in post-war Germany. It quickly gained recognition as a leading
research institute dedicated to the analysis of social, political, and economic issues. Over the
decades, the center has expanded its scope and influence, adapting to the evolving complexities of
global society. Its founding mission was to provide empirical research that informs democratic
governance and social cohesion, a goal that remains central to its activities today. The Berlin Social
Science Center has continuously attracted top-tier scholars and fostered an environment conducive to
innovative social science inquiry.



Organizational Structure and Governance
The governance of the Berlin Social Science Center is designed to ensure academic freedom,
transparency, and efficiency. The institution operates under the umbrella of the Leibniz Association,
which supports a network of German research institutes. The center is managed by a board of
directors comprised of distinguished social scientists, with oversight provided by an advisory council
that includes representatives from academia, government, and civil society. This structure facilitates
strategic planning and resource allocation aligned with the center’s mission. Additionally, the Berlin
Social Science Center is organized into several research units, each specializing in distinct social
science domains, allowing for focused expertise and interdisciplinary collaboration.

Research Units and Departments
The center comprises multiple departments that cover a wide array of social science disciplines.
These include sociology, political science, economics, law, and psychology. Each unit operates semi-
autonomously, developing research agendas that contribute to the center’s overall goals. The
collaborative framework encourages cross-departmental initiatives and joint studies that address
complex social phenomena from multiple perspectives. This organizational design supports both
depth and breadth in research output.

Core Research Areas and Interdisciplinary Approach
The Berlin Social Science Center is distinguished by its interdisciplinary methodology, integrating
insights from diverse social science fields to address multifaceted societal issues. Its core research
areas encompass democracy and governance, labor and inequality, globalization and social change,
migration and integration, and innovation and technology in society. By fostering cross-disciplinary
dialogue, the center advances comprehensive understanding and policy-relevant knowledge.

Focus on Democracy and Governance
One of the center’s prominent research themes is the study of democratic institutions and
governance processes. Researchers analyze political participation, institutional effectiveness, and the
challenges posed by populism and political polarization. This work informs debates on strengthening
democratic resilience and promoting inclusive political systems globally.

Socioeconomic Inequality and Labor Market Dynamics
Another key area involves examining social stratification, income inequality, and labor market
transformations. The Berlin Social Science Center investigates the causes and consequences of
economic disparities, as well as policy interventions aimed at fostering social mobility and economic
security.



Key Projects and Publications
The Berlin Social Science Center has produced an extensive portfolio of research projects and
scholarly publications that contribute significantly to social science literature. These projects often
involve large-scale empirical studies, comparative analyses, and longitudinal data collection, enabling
robust insights into social phenomena.

Notable Research Initiatives

Democracy and Social Cohesion in Europe

Migration Patterns and Integration Policies

Labor Market Flexibility and Worker Rights

Digitalization and Social Change

Globalization and Economic Development

Academic and Policy Publications
Findings from these projects are disseminated through peer-reviewed journals, monographs, policy
briefs, and conference proceedings. The Berlin Social Science Center places a strong emphasis on
making research accessible to policymakers, practitioners, and the wider public, thereby enhancing
the societal impact of its work.

Funding, Partnerships, and Collaborations
The financial sustainability of the Berlin Social Science Center is secured through a combination of
public funding, competitive research grants, and partnerships with national and international
organizations. This diversified funding model allows the center to pursue independent and high-
quality research agendas.

Key Funding Sources
Primary funding comes from the German federal government and the state of Berlin, supplemented
by grants from the European Union, private foundations, and research councils. These resources
support core operations, research activities, and infrastructure development.

Strategic Collaborations
The center maintains strong collaborative relationships with universities, research institutions, and



think tanks worldwide. These partnerships enable joint research projects, academic exchanges, and
knowledge transfer, amplifying the global reach and relevance of the Berlin Social Science Center’s
work.

Educational Programs and Training Initiatives
Beyond research, the Berlin Social Science Center is committed to education and capacity building in
the social sciences. The institution offers a variety of training programs designed to enhance the skills
of emerging scholars and practitioners.

Doctoral and Postdoctoral Training
The center hosts doctoral candidates and postdoctoral researchers through structured programs that
provide mentorship, methodological training, and opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration.
These initiatives foster the development of future leaders in social science research.

Workshops and Seminars
Regular workshops, seminars, and summer schools are organized to facilitate knowledge exchange
and professional development. These events attract participants from diverse backgrounds,
promoting a vibrant intellectual community centered around the Berlin Social Science Center.

Impact on Policy and Society
The Berlin Social Science Center’s research has had a profound influence on public policy and social
development. By providing empirical evidence and theoretical insights, the center supports informed
decision-making processes and public debates on critical social issues.

Contributions to Policy Formulation
Research outcomes from the center have been instrumental in shaping policies related to social
welfare, migration, labor regulations, and democratic governance. Policymakers frequently utilize
these findings to design programs that address societal challenges effectively.

Engagement with Civil Society and Media
The center actively engages with civil society organizations and the media to disseminate knowledge
and foster public understanding of social science research. This engagement enhances transparency
and encourages a more informed citizenry.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Berlin Social Science Center (WZB)?
The Berlin Social Science Center (WZB) is a leading research institute in Germany focusing on social
sciences, conducting interdisciplinary research on social and political issues.

Where is the Berlin Social Science Center located?
The Berlin Social Science Center is located in Berlin, Germany, near the city center, facilitating
collaboration with various universities and institutions.

What are the main research areas of the Berlin Social Science
Center?
The WZB specializes in research areas including democracy and governance, migration and diversity,
digital societies, labor market and inequality, and social cohesion.

Does the Berlin Social Science Center offer fellowships or
research opportunities?
Yes, the WZB offers fellowships, visiting scholar programs, and various research opportunities for
international and local researchers in social sciences.

How does the Berlin Social Science Center contribute to
policy-making?
The WZB provides evidence-based research and policy advice to governments, NGOs, and
international organizations to help shape social and political policies.

Are there any notable publications from the Berlin Social
Science Center?
Yes, the WZB regularly publishes research papers, books, and reports that contribute significantly to
social science literature and public discourse.

How can one attend events or seminars at the Berlin Social
Science Center?
The WZB hosts public lectures, workshops, and conferences. Interested individuals can register
through their official website or subscribe to their newsletter for updates.



Additional Resources
1. The Berlin Social Science Center: History and Impact
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the Berlin Social Science Center (WZB), detailing its
founding, development, and contributions to social science research. It examines the institution's role
in shaping policy debates and fostering interdisciplinary collaboration. Readers will gain insight into
the center’s influence on both national and international social science communities.

2. Urban Sociology and Social Change at the Berlin Social Science Center
Focusing on urban sociology, this volume highlights key research projects conducted at the Berlin
Social Science Center that address social change in metropolitan contexts. It explores themes such as
migration, housing, and social inequalities within Berlin and other global cities. The book illustrates
how empirical research informs urban policy and social integration strategies.

3. Governance and Democracy: Insights from the Berlin Social Science Center
This collection of essays presents studies on governance, democracy, and political participation
spearheaded by scholars at the Berlin Social Science Center. The book discusses challenges facing
modern democracies, including populism, civic engagement, and institutional trust. It is essential
reading for those interested in contemporary political science and governance models.

4. Social Inequality and Welfare Policy Research at the WZB
Examining the Berlin Social Science Center’s contributions to understanding social inequality, this
book covers research on welfare policies, labor markets, and social protection systems. It analyzes
the effectiveness of social policies in reducing disparities and promoting social cohesion. The text is
valuable for policymakers, academics, and social workers aiming to address inequality.

5. Globalization and Social Science Research at the Berlin Social Science Center
This book explores how the Berlin Social Science Center investigates the effects of globalization on
societies and economies. It highlights interdisciplinary approaches to studying migration,
transnational networks, and economic transformations. The volume underscores the importance of
global perspectives in social science research.

6. Interdisciplinary Approaches at the Berlin Social Science Center
Showcasing the WZB’s commitment to interdisciplinary research, this book details collaborations
between sociology, political science, economics, and other fields. It discusses methodological
innovations and the integration of diverse theoretical frameworks. The work exemplifies how
interdisciplinary efforts enhance the understanding of complex social phenomena.

7. Social Networks and Digital Society: Research from the Berlin Social Science Center
This volume investigates the impact of digital technologies on social networks and societal
interactions, reflecting key projects at the WZB. Topics include digital communication, online
communities, and data privacy. The book offers critical insights into how digitalization reshapes social
structures and individual behavior.

8. Migration and Integration Studies at the Berlin Social Science Center
Focusing on migration and integration, this book compiles research findings from the WZB on
immigrant experiences, social inclusion, and policy responses. It emphasizes comparative studies and
empirical data analysis. The text is instrumental for scholars and practitioners interested in migration
dynamics in Europe and beyond.

9. Political Economy and Social Science Research at the Berlin Social Science Center



This book delves into the intersection of political economy and social science research conducted at
the WZB. It covers topics such as economic policy, labor market dynamics, and social justice. The
volume provides a critical examination of the economic forces shaping social outcomes in
contemporary societies.
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  berlin social science center: Democracy and Crisis Wolfgang Merkel, Sascha Kneip,
2018-03-08 In light of the public and scholarly debates on the challenges and problems of
established democracies, such as a lack of participation, declining confidence in political elites, and
the deteriorating capabilities of democratic institutions, this volume discusses the question whether
democracy as such is in crisis. On the basis of the shared concept of embedded democracy, it
develops a range of conceptual approaches to empirically analyzing the challenges of democracy and
their potential transformation into crisis phenomena. The book is divided into three parts, the first of
which highlights various aspects of political participation, such as political inequality in voting. In
turn, Part II focuses on problems of political representation, while Part III assesses whether
processes such as globalization, deregulation, and the withdrawal of the state from important policy
areas have limited the political control and legitimacy of democratically elected governments.
  berlin social science center: Social Science Alexander Betts, 2024-10-29 Very Short
Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp, Inspiring Social science is the study of human behaviour. It offers the
tools to understand and explain people's choices and actions, and how they live together in
communities. With insights from social science, organisations and individuals may be persuaded to
change their behaviour, making a difference in addressing societal challenges, from climate change
to fighting pandemics and alleviating poverty. Social science can offer us the answers to key
questions, such as why do some people gamble, eat unhealthy foods, or hold racist beliefs? How do
families allocate household tasks, raise children effectively, or manage grief? How do companies
weigh profit against environment sustainability, decide to invest in innovation, or adopt policies to
address unequal pay between women and men? Why do countries sign international treaties, commit
human rights atrocities, or transition from authoritarianism to democracy? Taking an
interdisciplinary approach, this Very Short Introduction offers an accessible overview of social
science, explaining how methods and theory from different disciplines can be applied and combined
to address major global challenges. It aims to equip students, scholars, and practitioners to analyse,
interpret, and undertake social science research. Drawing upon inspiring examples, it shows how
social scientists can have real-world impact and change the world for the better. It unpacks
cutting-edge themes such as behavioural science, human data science, and the ways in which social
science can work collaboratively with the natural sciences and humanities. It offers a vision for the
future of social science that is interdisciplinary, inclusive, and impactful. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  berlin social science center: The Oxford Handbook of the Social Science of Poverty David

https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-105/pdf?docid=GYX61-0709&title=berlin-social-science-center.pdf
https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-106/Book?ID=AQr12-9816&title=best-schools-for-art-education.pdf
https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-106/Book?ID=AQr12-9816&title=best-schools-for-art-education.pdf


Brady, Linda Burton, 2016 The Oxford Handbook of the Social Science of Poverty builds a common
scholarly ground in the study of poverty by bringing together an international, inter-disciplinary
group of scholars to provide their perspectives on the issue. Contributors engage in discussions
about the leading theories and conceptual debates regarding poverty, the most salient topics in
poverty research, and the far-reaching consequences of poverty on the individual and societal level.
  berlin social science center: The Struggle Over Borders Pieter de Wilde, Ruud Koopmans,
Wolfgang Merkel, Oliver Strijbis, Michael Zürn, 2019-07-04 Citizens, parties, and movements are
increasingly contesting issues connected to globalization, such as whether to welcome immigrants,
promote free trade, and support international integration. The resulting political fault line,
precipitated by a deepening rift between elites and mass publics, has created space for the rise of
populism. Responding to these issues and debates, this book presents a comprehensive and
up-to-date analysis of how economic, cultural and political globalization have transformed
democratic politics. This study offers a fresh perspective on the rise of populism based on analyses
of public and elite opinion and party politics, as well as mass media debates on climate change,
human rights, migration, regional integration, and trade in the USA, Germany, Poland, Turkey, and
Mexico. Furthermore, it considers similar conflicts taking place within the European Union and the
United Nations. Appealing to political scientists, sociologists and international relations scholars,
this book is also an accessible introduction to these debates for undergraduate and masters
students.
  berlin social science center: The Handbook of Political, Social, and Economic Transformation
Wolfgang Merkel, Raj Kollmorgen, Hans-Jürgen Wagener, 2019-01-25 Political, social, and economic
transformation is a complex historical phenomenon. It can adequately be analysed only by a
multidisciplinary approach. The Handbook brings together an international team of scholars who are
specialists in their respective research fields. It introduces the most important areas, theories, and
methods in transformation research, with particular attention placed on the historical and
comparative dimension. Although focussing on post-communist and other democratic
transformations in our epoch, the Handbook therefore presents and discusses not only their
problems, paths, and developments, but also deals with the antecedent 'waves', beginning with the
Meiji Restoration in Japan in 1868 and its aftermath. The book is structured into six parts. Starting
with basic concepts as systems, actors, and institutions (Section I), it gives an overview over major
theoretical approaches and research methods (Sections II and III). The connection of theory and
method with their application is essential, allowing special insights into the past and opens
analytical avenues for transformation research in the future. Section (IV) provides a historically
oriented description or interpretation of particular 'waves' or types of societal transformation. With a
clear focus on present transformations, the contributions to Section V provide a description and
discussion of the problems, structures, actors, and courses of the transformations within different
spheres of (civil) society, politics, law, and economics. Finally, brief lexicographic entries in Section
VI delineate research perspectives and facts about relevant issues of societal transformation. Each
of the 79 contributions contains a concise list of the most important research literature.
  berlin social science center: Social Integration and Intermarriage in Europe Sarah Carol,
2016-04-28 Intergroup friendships and marriages are regarded as the most important indicators of
immigrants’ social integration, as they represent the most intimate ties that can exist between
minority and majority group members. Drawing on unique, large-scale, cross-national survey data,
encompassing natives as well as Turkish, Moroccan, Pakistani and ex-Yugoslav migrants across
several Western European countries, this book offers extensive analyses of intermarriage, as well as
attitudes towards intermarriage and intergroup dating in general. Conceptualising the willingness or
otherwise to marry outside one’s ethnic or religious group in terms of social distance, Social
Integration and Intermarriage in Europe provides new evidence that different conceptions of family
life, gender relations and religiosity are crucial for understanding why individuals can be reluctant
to engage in intergroup relationships. With attention to the question of the role played by state
policies in explaining immigrant social integration, the book explores differences across Western



Europe and the ways in which each state regulates immigration and the accommodation of Islam. A
detailed and rigorous study of attitudes to intermarriage, social integration and the role of the state,
Social Integration and Intermarriage in Europe will appeal to policy makers and scholars of within
the social sciences, with interests in migration, interethnic relations and social integration.
  berlin social science center: Epistemic Communities, Constructivism, and International
Environmental Politics Peter Haas, 2015-08-20 Epistemic Communities, Constructivism and
International Environmental Politics brings together 25 years of publications by Peter M. Haas. The
book examines how the world has changed significantly over the last 100 years, discusses the need
for new, constructivist scholarship to understand the dynamics of world politics, and highlights the
role played by transnational networks of professional experts in global governance. Combining an
intellectual history of epistemic communities with theoretical arguments and empirical studies of
global environmental conferences, as well as international organizations and comparative studies of
international environmental regimes, this book presents a broad picture of social learning on the
global scale. In addition to detailing the changes in the international system since the Industrial
Revolution, Haas discusses the technical nature of global environmental threats. Providing a critical
reading of discourses about environmental security, this book explores governance efforts to deal
with global climate change, international pollution control, stratospheric ozone, and European acid
rain. With a new general introduction and the addition of introductory pieces for each section, this
collection offers a retrospective overview of the author’s work and is essential reading for students
and scholars of environmental politics, international relations and global politics.
  berlin social science center: Social Cohesion and Immigration in Europe and North America
Ruud Koopmans, Bram Lancee, Merlin Schaeffer, 2014-11-20 Concerns about immigration and the
rising visibility of minorities have triggered a lively scholarly debate on the consequences of ethnic
diversity for trust, cooperation, and other aspects of social cohesion. In this accessibly written
volume, leading scholars explore where, when, and why ethnic diversity affects social cohesion by
way of analyses covering the major European immigration countries, as well as the United States
and Canada. They explore the merits of competing theoretical accounts and give rare insights into
the underlying mechanisms through which diversity affects social cohesion. The volume offers a
nuanced picture of the topic by explicitly exploring the conditions under which ethnic diversity
affects the ‘glue’ that holds societies together. With its interdisciplinary perspective and
contributions by sociologists, political scientists, social psychologists, as well as economists, the
book offers the most comprehensive analysis of the link between ethnic diversity and social cohesion
that is currently available.
  berlin social science center: International Science and Technology Education Ortwin
Renn, Nicole C. Karafyllis, Andreas Hohlt, Dorothea Taube, 2015-06-24 Education in science,
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) is crucial for taking advantage of the prospects of
new scientific discoveries initiating or promoting technological changes, and managing opportunities
and risks associated with innovations. This book explores the emerging perspectives and
methodologies of STEM education and its relationship to the cultural understanding of science and
technology in an international context. The authors provide a unique perspective on the subject,
presenting materials and experiences from non-European industrialized as well as industrializing
countries, including China, Japan, South Korea, India, Egypt, Brazil and the USA. The chapters offer
a wide scope of interpretations and comparative reviews of STEM education by including narrative
elements about cultural developments, considering the influence of culture and social perceptions on
technological and social change, and applying innovative tools of qualitative social research. The
book represents a comprehensive and multidisciplinary review of the current status and future
challenges facing STEM education across the world, including issues such as globalization,
interdependencies of norms and values, effects on equity and social justice as well as resilience.
Overall the volume provides valuable insights for a broad and comprehensive international
comparison of STEM philosophies, approaches and experiences.
  berlin social science center: The Oxford Handbook of Social Movements Donatella Della



Porta, Mario Diani, 2015 The Oxford Handbook of Social Movements is an innovative volume that
presents a comprehensive exploration of social movement studies, mapping the field and expanding
it to examine the recent developments in cognate areas of studies, within and beyond sociology and
political science. This volume brings together the most distinguished social and political scientists
working in this field, each writing thought-provoking essays in their area of expertise, and facilitates
conversations between classic social movement agenda and lines of research. The Oxford Handbook
of Social Movements discusses core theoretical perspectives, recent contributions from the field, and
how patterns of macro social change may affect social movements, as well as suggesting what
contributions social movement studies can give to other research areas in various disciplines.
  berlin social science center: International Organizations in Global Social Governance Kerstin
Martens, Dennis Niemann, Alexandra Kaasch, 2021-04-06 International Organizations (IOs) are
important actors within global social governance. They provide forums for exchange, contention and
cooperation about social policies. Our knowledge about the involvement of IOs varies significantly by
policy fields, and we know comparatively little about the specific roles of IOs in social policies. This
volume enhances and systematizes our understanding of IOs in global social governance. It provides
studies on a variety of social policy fields in which different, but also the same, IOs operate. The
chapters shed light on IO involvement in a particular social policy field by describing the population
of participating IOs; exploring how a particular global social policy field is constituted as a whole,
and which dominant IOs set the trends. The contributors also examine the discourse within, and
between, these IOs on the respective social policies. As such, this first-of-its kind book contributes to
research on social policy and international relations, both in terms of theoretical substantiation and
empirical scope.
  berlin social science center: Spatial Transformations Angela Million, Christian Haid, Ignacio
Castillo Ulloa, Nina Baur, 2021-10-17 The Open Access version of this book, available at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781003036159, has been made available under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license. This book examines a variety of
subjective spatial experiences and knowledge production practices in order to shed new light on the
specifics of contemporary socio-spatial change, driven as it is by inter alia, digitalization,
transnationalization, and migration. Considering the ways in which emerging spatial phenomena are
conditioned by an increasing interconnectedness, this book asks how spaces are changing as a result
of mediatization, increased mobility, globalization, and social dislocation. With attention to questions
surrounding the negotiation and (visual) communication of space, it explores the arrangements,
spatialities, and materialities that underpin the processes of spatial refiguration by which these
changes come about. Bringing together the work of leading scholars from across diverse range
disciplines to address questions of socio-spatial transformation, this volume will appeal to
sociologists and geographers, as well as scholars and practitioners of urban planning and
architecture.
  berlin social science center: Moments of Valuation Ariane Berthoin Antal, Michael Hutter,
David Stark, 2015-01-29 The outcome of innovation processes are determined by complex,
historically grown valuation practices. In this book, a wide range of innovations are taken into
consideration, from small inventions like entertainment novelties to large societal changes through
new technologies. The chapters observe the particular local or distributed sites in which their
episodes of innovation take place, and they identify the initial dissonance among those judging a
newly proposed alternative. The emphasis of the inquiry, however, is on the practices of valuation
that are at work when something succeeds in being new. The authors represent a wide variety of
sub-disciplines and national backgrounds in the social sciences. They share an interest in social
valuation and a pragmatist approach. The differences between their empirical evidence reflect the
wide variety of appearances that valuation takes in contemporary society. They are anthropologists,
economic or cultural sociologists, organization researchers, historians or political scientists. A
number of chapters deals with aesthetic valuation, as in the tasting of a new vintage, or in the
socio-technical process that shaped successful synthesizer sounds. Other chapters discuss the



judgment processes in organizations, like architect offices or consultancy firms, and processes of
evaluation and valorization in larger fields of practice, like accounting or mathematics. The studies
are both of interest in their various professional fields, and contribute to a more general
understanding of the social and cultural conditions under which innovations fail and succeed.
  berlin social science center: Majorities, Minorities, and the Future of Nationhood Liav Orgad,
Ruud Koopmans, 2022-11-24 A thought-provoking dialogue on majority and minority rights among
world-leading scholars.
  berlin social science center: Labor Market Institutions in Europe: A Socioeconomic
Evaluation of Performance Gunther Schmid, 2016-09-16 The outcome of three years of research
on the role of institutions in labor markets at the research unit Labor Market Policy and Employment
of the Social Science Research Center Berlin, these seven contributions were originally presented at
a conference in December 1992 before a group of experts i
  berlin social science center: Education as a Lifelong Process Hans-Peter Blossfeld,
Hans-Günther Roßbach, 2019-02-18 The volume presents an updated overview of the background
ideas of the NEPS and its conceptional framework. It informs about the longitudinal structure of the
multicohort sequence design and discusses its key methodological challenges as well as data
protection issues. It also describes the organizational structure of the consortium of leading
educational scientists and research institutions who have not only jointly developed the basic design
but are continuously further adjusting it. Finally, it provides background information for users who
want to utilize NEPS Scientific Use Files for their research projects. The volume is a revised edition
of the ZfE Special Issue on the NEPS which appeared in 2011.
  berlin social science center: Historical Institutionalism and International Relations
Thomas Rixen, Lora Anne Viola, Michael Zürn, 2016-05-27 This book applies the analytical approach
called Historical Institutionalism (HI)- so far mostly used within comparative politics-to the field of
International Relations (IR). It provides an introduction to HI concepts and makes an argument for
why it is particularly well-suited for understanding current developments within international
institutions. In particular, it helps us to understand the combination of change and stability that
together form the dynamics of institutional development over time. It is the first book to collect
original, empirical research applying historical institutionalism to international institutions. The
chapters cover a range of institutions important to IR, including the development of European Union
competition policy, the global politics of financial reform after the 2008 crisis, the institutional
development of the World Health Organization, membership reforms in the League of Nations and
the United Nations Security Council, and civil society access to intergovernmental organizations.
The concluding chapter discusses the relationship of HI to other institutionalist approaches and the
role of HI in future IR research.
  berlin social science center: The Liberal Script at the Beginning of the 21st Century Tanja A.
Börzel, Johannes Gerschewski, Michael Zürn, 2024-10-10 This is an open access title available under
the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 International licence. It is free to read at Oxford Academic and
offered as a free PDF download from OUP and selected open access locations. 21st-century
liberalism is being contested on multiple fronts and by a wide range of actors. To understand these
challengers, it is important to have a better grasp of their common target. This book introduces the
liberal script as an analytical concept that allows us to analyze and problematize liberal thinking, as
well as its different components and linkages and the tensions that they produce. What happens
when the pursuit of market efficiency is incompatible with social justice? It is these tensions
between the different components of the liberal script that are at the heart of the challenges against
it. Different societies have resolved these tensions in different ways, leading to a variety of liberal
subscripts and their contestations. The volume integrates theoretical and methodological
perspectives from different disciplines, including political science, sociology, law, history,
philosophy, post-colonial studies, and educational science. In demonstrating the theoretical and
empirical added value of using the concept of liberal script, the volume presents a multifaceted and
nuanced picture of what is at stake in the challenges to liberalism in the early 21st century. This



volume has emerged from research carried out as part of the Cluster of Excellence Contestations of
the Liberal Script - SCRIPTS, which analyzes the contemporary controversies about liberal ideas,
institutions, and practices on the national and international level from a historical, global, and
comparative perspective. It connects academic expertise in the social sciences and area studies and
collaborates with research institutions in all world regions. Operating since 2019 and funded by the
German Research Foundation (DFG), SCRIPTS unites eight major Berlin-based research institutions:
Freie Universität Berlin, the Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, the Berlin Social Science Center
(WZB), the Hertie School, the German Institute for Economic Research (DIW), the Berlin branch of
the German Institute of Global and Area Studies (GIGA), the Centre for East European and
International Studies (ZOiS), and the Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO).
  berlin social science center: Contested World Orders Matthew D. Stephen, Michael Zürn,
2019-07-11 World orders are increasingly contested. As international institutions have taken on ever
more ambitious tasks, they have been challenged by rising powers dissatisfied with existing
institutional inequalities, by non-governmental organizations worried about the direction of global
governance, and even by some established powers no longer content to lead the institutions they
themselves created. For the first time, this volume examines these sources of contestation under a
common and systematic institutionalist framework. While the authority of institutions has deepened,
at the same time it has fuelled contestation and resistance. In a series of rigorous and empirically
revealing chapters, the authors of Contested World Orders examine systematically the demands of
key actors in the contestation of international institutions. Ranging in scope from the World Trade
Organization and the Nuclear Non-proliferation Regime to the Kimberley Process on conflict
diamonds and the climate finance provisions of the UNFCCC, the chapters deploy a variety of
methods to reveal just to what extent, and along which lines of conflict, rising powers and NGOs
contest international institutions. Contested World Orders seeks answers to the key questions of our
time: Exactly how deeply are international institutions contested? Which actors seek the most
fundamental changes? Which aspects of international institutions have generated the most
transnational conflicts? And what does this mean for the future of world order?
  berlin social science center: Nature of Science for Social Justice Hagop A. Yacoubian, Lena
Hansson, 2020-09-08 This edited volume brings closer two contemporary science education research
areas: Nature of Science (NOS) and Social Justice (SJ). It starts a dialogue on the characteristics of
NOS for SJ with the purpose of advancing the existing discussion and creating new avenues for
research. Using a variety of approaches and perspectives, the authors of the different chapters
engage in a dialogue on the construct of NOS for SJ, its characteristics, as well as ways of
addressing it in science classrooms. Issues addressed are related to why a school science aiming at
SJ should address NOS; what NOS-related content, skills and attitudes form the basis when aiming
at SJ; and how school science can address NOS for SJ. Through a set of theoretical and empirical
chapters, the authors suggest answers, but they also pose new questions on what NOS for SJ can
mean, and what issues need to be taken into consideration in future research and practice. Chapter
“Nature of Science for Social Justice: Why, What and How?” is available open access under a
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License via link.springer.com
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