
best nba shots in history

best nba shots in history have defined moments of basketball brilliance that continue to captivate fans and
shape the legacy of the NBA. These iconic shots are remembered not only for their technical excellence
but also for their impact on games, seasons, and careers. From buzzer-beating jumpers to clutch game-
winning shots, the greatest NBA moments showcase the skill, composure, and competitive spirit of the
league’s top players. This article explores some of the most unforgettable shots ever made, examining their
context, execution, and lasting significance. It also highlights the players who have etched their names in
basketball lore through these defining plays. The discussion is organized by individual legendary shots,
notable players, and the influence of these moments on NBA history.

Legendary NBA Shots and Their Impact

Iconic Players Behind the Best NBA Shots in History

Game-Winning Shots That Changed Championships

Technical Mastery and Clutch Performance in NBA Shots

Memorable Moments and Their Legacy in Basketball Culture

Legendary NBA Shots and Their Impact
The best NBA shots in history are often defined by their timing, difficulty, and the stakes involved. These
shots go beyond mere scoring; they symbolize pivotal moments that shift momentum and alter the course
of NBA history. From buzzer-beaters to deep three-pointers, such shots have become emblematic of the
sport’s dramatic nature.

Michael Jordan’s “The Shot” (1989)
Michael Jordan’s jumper over Craig Ehlo in the 1989 Eastern Conference First Round is one of the most
iconic shots in NBA history. With seconds left on the clock, Jordan’s fadeaway jumper clinched the series
for the Chicago Bulls, solidifying his reputation as a clutch performer. This shot not only ended the game
but also marked a turning point for the Bulls franchise, setting the stage for their 1990s dynasty.



Ray Allen’s Game-Tying Three (2013 NBA Finals)
Ray Allen’s precise three-pointer with 5.2 seconds remaining in Game 6 of the 2013 NBA Finals is widely
regarded as one of the best NBA shots in history. Coming off a critical rebound and sprint, Allen’s shot
saved the Miami Heat from elimination against the San Antonio Spurs. This clutch basket extended the
series and ultimately helped Miami secure their second consecutive championship.

Kyrie Irving’s Buzzer-Beater (2016 NBA Finals)
Kyrie Irving’s game-winning three-pointer over Stephen Curry in Game 7 of the 2016 NBA Finals is a
defining moment for the Cleveland Cavaliers. The shot gave Cleveland their first NBA championship and
ended a 52-year professional sports title drought for the city. Irving’s calm under pressure and precise
execution exemplify the highest level of clutch performance in basketball.

Iconic Players Behind the Best NBA Shots in History
Many of the best NBA shots in history are inseparable from the players who made them. These athletes
have demonstrated exceptional skill, mental toughness, and the ability to perform under pressure. Their
shots have become symbolic of their legacy and contributions to the sport.

Michael Jordan
Michael Jordan’s career is filled with memorable shots that have been studied and celebrated by fans and
analysts alike. His ability to create space, execute difficult fadeaways, and make critical shots at the end of
games places him among the greatest clutch shooters in NBA history.

Kobe Bryant
Kobe Bryant’s relentless competitiveness produced numerous unforgettable shots throughout his career.
Known for his footwork, shot-making creativity, and fearlessness, Bryant’s game-winning shots in playoff
situations further cemented his status as one of the best finishers in NBA history.

LeBron James
LeBron James has delivered multiple clutch shots and buzzer-beaters that highlight his versatility and
basketball IQ. His ability to perform in high-pressure moments, combined with his physicality and skill, has
placed him consistently in conversations about the best NBA shots ever taken.



Game-Winning Shots That Changed Championships
Many of the best NBA shots in history have not only decided individual games but also changed the
outcome of entire championships. These shots carry immense historical significance and are often
remembered as the ultimate expressions of clutch performance.

John Starks’ Game 7 Three-Pointer (1994 Eastern Conference Finals): A pivotal moment for the1.
New York Knicks, this shot helped shift momentum against the Indiana Pacers.

Robert Horry’s Clutch Three-Pointer (2002 Western Conference Finals): Horry’s buzzer-beater2.
secured a critical win for the Lakers en route to their three-peat championship run.

Damian Lillard’s Series-Ending Three (2019 NBA Playoffs): Lillard’s deep three-pointer eliminated3.
the Oklahoma City Thunder and is celebrated for its range and pressure-packed execution.

Technical Mastery and Clutch Performance in NBA Shots
Beyond the drama, the best NBA shots in history also demonstrate extraordinary technical skill and mental
resilience. Players must combine mechanics, timing, and focus to deliver under intense conditions.

Shot Mechanics
Perfecting shot mechanics—balance, release, follow-through—is essential in making difficult shots. The best
NBA shots often showcase flawless execution despite defensive pressure and fatigue.

Clutch Mentality
Clutch performance involves maintaining composure and confidence during critical moments. Players who
make the best NBA shots in history exemplify mental toughness, enabling them to execute when stakes
are highest.

Memorable Moments and Their Legacy in Basketball Culture
The best NBA shots in history have transcended the game, influencing basketball culture, inspiring
players, and energizing fans worldwide. These moments are frequently replayed, referenced, and
celebrated in various media and fan discussions.



Defining moments that have elevated the status of players to legendary levels

Shots that have influenced the strategy and coaching approaches in critical game situations

Memorable highlights that contribute to the NBA’s global popularity and legacy

Inspiration for aspiring basketball players to emulate the skill and determination exhibited

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the best NBA shot in history?
Many consider Michael Jordan's game-winning shot in Game 6 of the 1998 NBA Finals against the Utah
Jazz as the best NBA shot in history due to its significance and iconic nature.

Which NBA player is known for the most clutch shots?
Michael Jordan is widely regarded as the player known for the most clutch shots, earning his nickname
'His Airness' for his ability to perform under pressure.

What was Magic Johnson's famous shot in the NBA Finals?
Magic Johnson's baby hook shot in Game 4 of the 1987 NBA Finals against the Boston Celtics is one of the
most memorable and clutch shots in NBA history.

Has LeBron James made any historically significant shots?
Yes, LeBron James' block on Andre Iguodala and subsequent game-winning jumper in Game 7 of the 2016
NBA Finals are considered among the best and most important plays in NBA history.

What makes Ray Allen's 3-pointer in the 2013 NBA Finals so special?
Ray Allen's 3-pointer with 5.2 seconds left in Game 6 of the 2013 NBA Finals saved the Miami Heat from
elimination and helped them eventually win the championship, marking it as one of the best shots ever.

Are there any iconic buzzer-beaters in NBA history?
Yes, notable buzzer-beaters include Damian Lillard's series-winning 3-pointer in the 2019 playoffs against
the Oklahoma City Thunder and Kawhi Leonard's buzzer-beater in Game 7 of the 2019 Eastern Conference



Semifinals against the Philadelphia 76ers.

Which shot is known as the 'The Shot' in NBA history?
'The Shot' refers to Michael Jordan's jump shot over Craig Ehlo in the 1989 first-round playoffs, which is
legendary for its execution and the dramatic series-winning effect.

How have best NBA shots influenced the game and culture?
Best NBA shots have become defining moments that inspire fans and players alike, contribute to a player's
legacy, and often shift the momentum of a season or a franchise, embedding themselves in sports culture
and history.

Additional Resources
1. Splash and Swish: The Greatest NBA Shots of All Time
This book dives into the most iconic shots in NBA history, from buzzer-beaters to game-winning threes. It
features detailed analysis of each shot’s context, technique, and impact on the game. Readers will gain
insight into the players' mindsets and the moments that defined their careers.

2. Clutch Moments: Legendary NBA Shots That Changed the Game
Explore the thrilling world of clutch shooting in the NBA with this compelling collection. The book
highlights unforgettable shots that shifted the momentum of playoffs and finals. It also includes player
interviews and behind-the-scenes stories that bring these moments to life.

3. Swish: A History of the NBA’s Most Memorable Shots
Swish chronicles decades of basketball history through the lens of its most memorable shots. From mid-
range jumpers to last-second dunks, the book celebrates the artistry and precision of NBA players. It offers
fans a nostalgic journey and a deep appreciation for the game’s evolution.

4. Beyond the Arc: The Rise of the NBA’s Greatest Three-Point Shots
This book focuses specifically on the evolution and impact of three-point shooting in the NBA. It charts the
rise of sharpshooters who revolutionized the game with their long-range accuracy. Readers will discover
how these shots changed strategies and player legacies.

5. Buzzer Beaters: The NBA’s Most Heart-Stopping Final Seconds
Buzzer Beaters captures the drama and excitement of the NBA’s most nerve-wracking final moments.
Each chapter recounts a legendary shot that sealed victory against all odds. The book is a tribute to the
players who thrive under pressure and deliver when it matters most.

6. The Shot: Michael Jordan’s Iconic Moments on the Court
Focusing on Michael Jordan’s unparalleled scoring ability, this book examines his most iconic shots that



defined his career. From “The Shot” over Craig Ehlo to other clutch baskets, it offers detailed breakdowns
and historical context. Jordan’s influence on the sport and his legacy as a clutch performer are central
themes.

7. Game Changers: NBA Shots That Redefined Basketball History
Game Changers explores shots that not only won games but also altered the course of basketball history.
The book includes moments from various eras, highlighting players who pushed the boundaries of skill and
creativity. It’s an inspiring read for fans interested in how single shots can have lasting impact.

8. From Downtown: The Art and Science of NBA Shooting
A deep dive into the mechanics and psychology behind the NBA’s best shots, this book blends storytelling
with technical insights. It features coaching tips, player perspectives, and analysis of shooting techniques. A
perfect read for aspiring players and enthusiasts looking to understand what makes a great shot.

9. Hoop Legends: Celebrating the NBA’s Most Famous Shots
Hoop Legends celebrates the shots that have become part of NBA folklore. The book profiles legendary
players and the moments that immortalized them in basketball history. Through vivid descriptions and
expert commentary, it captures the magic of these unforgettable plays.
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  best nba shots in history: The 50 Greatest Athletes in Boston Sports History Martin Gitlin,
2025-05-06 In The 50 Greatest Athletes in Boston Sports History, Martin Gitlin ranks the top 50
superstars in Boston’s rich sports history with legends like Tom Brady, Bill Russell, Bobby Orr, Ted
Williams, and Larry Bird.
  best nba shots in history: 40 Greatest Players in Boston Celtics Basketball History
Robert W. Cohen, 2017-08 Biographical profiles and stats of forty prominent Boston Celtics players.
--
  best nba shots in history: The 50 Greatest Players in Boston Celtics History Robert W. Cohen,
2023-10 This book ranks, from 1 to 50, the top 50 players in Boston Celtics team history, using as
measuring sticks the degree to which they impacted the fortunes of the team, the extent to which
they added to the Celtics legacy, and the levels of statistical compilation and overall dominance they
attained while wearing a Celtics uniform.
  best nba shots in history: The 50 Most Dynamic Duos in Sports History Robert W. Cohen,
2012-11-15 Who comprised the most productive pairs in the history of professional team sports? Joe
Montana and Jerry Rice of the San Francisco 49ers? Michael Jordan and Scottie Pippen of the
Chicago Bulls? What about the prolific hockey tandem of Wayne Gretzky and Mark Messier? And
that all-time great New York Yankees twosome of Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig certainly can't be
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excluded. Using various selection criteria—including longevity, level of statistical compilation,
impact on one’s team, and overall place in history—The 50 Most Dynamic Duos in Sports History
attempts to ascertain which twosome truly established itself as the most dominant tandem in the
history of the four major professional team sports: baseball, basketball, football, and hockey.
Arranged and ranked by sport, this work takes an in-depth look at the careers of these men,
including statistics, quotes from opposing players and former teammates, and career highlights.
Finally, all 50 duos are placed in an overall ranking. Covering every decade since the 1890s, this
book will find widespread appeal among sports fans of all generations. And with photographs of
many of the tandems, The 50 Most Dynamic Duos in Sports History is a wonderful addition to any
sports historian’s collection.
  best nba shots in history: Great Moments in Basketball History Matt Christopher,
2009-10-01 The history of basketball is chock-full of famous buzzer-beating shots, amazing
game-saving plays, and thrilling maneuvers that defy gravity. All fans have their favorite memory,
just as they have their favorite team and their favorite player. Now here's a book that offers a look
back at more than fifteen of the sport's best moments. The Block, The Steal, The Shot. Chamberlain,
Abdul-Jabbar, Bird, Jordan, and James. Each entry captures the nail-biting tension of the minutes
leading up to the play, as well as information about the superstar players that made them and the
teams that they played for. Packed with facts and action, this is a book young basketball fans will
reach for again and again -- and because it comes from Matt Christopher, young readers know
they're getting the best sports writing on the shelf.
  best nba shots in history: African-American Sports Greats David L. Porter, 1995-10-30
African-American athletes have played a significant role in the development and popularity of
American professional sports, and have encountered numerous obstacles on the road to athletic
success. This is the first comprehensive multi-sport biographical dictionary of African Americans
who reached the pinnacles of success in their sport. It contains more personal and career profiles of
African-American sports greats than are found in any other single source. Biographical profiles of
166 noted athletes, coaches, and administrators in team and individual sports include both Ristorical
figures such as Jesse Owens and Satchel Paige and contemporary stars such as Charles Barkley, Ken
Griffey, Jr., Michael Jordan, Jackie Joyner-Kersee, Shaquille O'Neal, and Emmitt Smith. Forty-four
sports historians contributed the colorfully written biographies, which blend both personal
background information and athletic career accomplishments. All information is current through the
middle of 1995. The dictionary covers the contributions made by African-American greats in football,
baseball, basketball, track and field, boxing, wrestling, auto and stock car racing, golf, thoroughbred
racing, tennis, cycling, and figure skating. More than two-thirds of the entries represent team
sports. The dictionary is organized alphabetically by person. Each colorfully written profile is
800-1,000 words in length and traces the subject's personal life, family and educational background,
personal struggles, career accomplishments, records set, statistical data, awards and honors, and
overall impact; and features lively quotations by and about the sports luminaries. Each entry
contains a handy bibliography of books and articles about the subject. Biographies of managers,
coaches, and club executives describe their teams, statistical achievements, accomplishments,
strategy, and sports impact. A general introduction traces the historic struggle of African-American
athletes in professional and Olympic sports and appendices provide alphabetical listings of
biographical entries and entries by sport. A selection of photos complement the profiles. For the
sports fan or librarian, this is a first stop for biographical information that captures the personality
of the athlete and includes all the pertinent information about his or her accomplishments. It is an
essential addition to the reference sections of junior high, high school, and public libraries.
  best nba shots in history: Great Teams in Pro Basketball History Joe Giglio, 2005-12-13
Discusses ten of the greatest pro basketball teams in the history of the game, and explains what
made each one great.
  best nba shots in history: The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly: Los Angeles Lakers Steven Travers,
2007-08-01 Genuine fans take the best team moments with the less than great, and know that the



games that are best forgotten make the good moments truly shine. This monumental book of the Los
Angeles Lakers documents all the best moments and personalities in the history of the team, but also
unmasks the regrettably awful and the unflinchingly ugly. In entertaining—and unsparing—fashion,
this book sparkles with Lakers highlights and lowlights, from wonderful and wacky memories to the
famous and infamous. Such moments include the 33-game winning streak of the 1960s as well as the
implosion of the 2004-2005 team. Whether providing fond memories, goose bumps, or laughs, this
portrait of the team is sure to appeal to the fan who has been through it all.
  best nba shots in history: American History through American Sports Bob Batchelor,
Danielle Sarver Coombs, 2012-12-18 Filled with insightful analysis and compelling arguments, this
book considers the influence of sports on popular culture and spotlights the fascinating ways in
which sports culture and American culture intersect. This collection blends historical and popular
culture perspectives in its analysis of the development of sports and sports figures throughout
American history. American History through American Sports: From Colonial Lacrosse to Extreme
Sports is unique in that it focuses on how each sport has transformed and influenced society at
large, demonstrating how sports and popular culture are intrinsically entwined and the ways they
both reflect larger societal transformations. The essays in the book are wide-ranging, covering topics
of interest for sports fans who enjoy the NFL and NASCAR as well as those who like tennis and
watching the Olympics. Many topics feature information about specific sports icons and favorite
heroes. Additionally, many of the topics' treatments prompt engagement by purposely challenging
the reader to either agree or disagree with the author's analysis.
  best nba shots in history: A History of Sports Video Games Lu Zhouxiang, 2024-12-09 This
book explores the history of sports and sports-themed video games, providing a comprehensive and
holistic view of this complex and diverse genre. The author highlights the influence of technological
advancement, industry competition and popular culture on game design, marketing strategies and
user experience. Offering valuable insights into the historical process of interaction and integration
between real-world sport and video games, this volume will enrich existing scholarship on video
games. This volume is a valuable contribution to the fields of both game studies and sports studies,
and will be perfect for those interested in the history of science and technology as well as social and
cultural history.
  best nba shots in history: The Perfect Jump Shot Scott Jaimet, 2006
  best nba shots in history: 100 Things Jazz Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die Jody
Genessy, Frank Layden, 2019-03-05 With traditions, records, and lore, this lively, detailed book
explores the personalities, events, and facts every Jazz fan should know. It contains crucial
information such as important dates, behind-the-scenes tales, memorable moments, and outstanding
achievements by players like John Stockton, Karl Malone, Mehmet Okur, and Adrian Dantley.
Whether you're a lifelong supporter from the early days in Salt Lake City or a more recent fan, this is
the ultimate resource guide for all Jazz faithful.
  best nba shots in history: The Greatest Black Achievers in History Sylvia Lovina Chidi,
2014-06-13 This book summarizes the lives of the great black people that have made great
contributions to the lives of many Worldwide. The book has brief detailed biographies of black
activists, scientists, educators, entertainers, musicians, inventors, politicians, authors, sportsmen &
women, and others who have surpassed the normal to make historical marks on society. The
biographical account of each individual provides relevant dates, events and achievements by the
individual. There are pictures and excellent drawings that highlight particular moments in history.
This is one of the greatest pieces of work on black history and it will appeal to everyone including,
students, groups, universities, libraries, schools and anyone interested in history of black people in
the World.
  best nba shots in history: Proceedings , 2000
  best nba shots in history: Their Greatest Victory David L. Porter, 2013-08-19 This book
profiles 24 athletes who overcame seemingly insurmountable medical odds to attain athletic success.
Each profile describes the athlete's problem, the medical issues he or she faced, how success was



achieved despite the setback, and the personal qualities that helped the athlete to prevail. Part I
features 15 athletes who dealt with diseases and physical disabilities, including Babe Didrikson
Zaharias (cancer), Ron Santo (diabetes), Gail Devers (Graves' disease), Alonzo Mourning (kidney
disease), Wilma Rudolph (polio), Scott Hamilton (a pancreatic disorder in childhood) and Jimmy
Abbott (born with one hand). Part II highlights nine athletes who dealt with near-fatal or
life-changing accidents and injuries, including Bill Toomey, Three-Finger Brown, Greg LeMond, Lou
Brissie and Tommy John.
  best nba shots in history: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Sports History & Trivia Mike
McGovern, 2001-09-01 For the sports fan, this guide offers fascinating facts and tidbits on baseball,
football, basketball, hockey, the Olympic Games, tennis, figure skating, soccer, and more. It contains
special sections on women's sports, young people's sports, and the Special Olympics, and includes
listings of winners of the World Series, the Super Bowl, the Stanley Cup, and other major
competetions.
  best nba shots in history: The Great American History Fact-finder Pam Cornelison, Ted
Yanak, 2004 Over 2,000 entries covering the who, what, where, when and why of U.S.
history.--Thumbnail.
  best nba shots in history: The Great Book of Cleveland Sports Lists Bill Livingston, Greg
Brinda, 2008-12-16 Sports talk in America has evolved from small-time barroom banter into a major
media smorgasbord that runs 24/7 on TV and radio. With hundreds of billions of dollars generated
annually by pro and college teams in major markets nationwide, sports fans across the country are
more dedicated than ever to their teams. And when it comes to sports talk -- especially all-sports
radio -- it's all about entertainment, information, prognostication, analysis, rankings, and endless
discussion. Prominent sports-media figures in each of the three target cities -- Cleveland, Detroit,
and Washington, D.C. -- engage in this phenomenon with a compilation of sports lists sure to delight
as well as stir up debate within these already-buzzing sports communities. List topics include: What
were the most lopsided trades in local sports history? Who were the most overrated athletes to play
in our town? What local athlete had the best appearance in TV or film? What was the most
heartbreaking loss in local sports history? What was the greatest single play in local sports history?
Who are our team's most hated rivals? Plus dozens of guest lists contributed by famous local sports
and entertainment celebrities. With franchises in three of the four major pro sports -- the Browns
(NFL), the Indians (MLB), and the Cavaliers (NBA) -- plus a dedicated following of the Ohio State
University athletics, Cleveland's fans are some of the most rabid and knowledgeable in the country,
and Bill Livingston and Greg Brinda are the acknowledged authorities on Cleveland-area sports.
  best nba shots in history: The 1960s in Sports , Miles Coverdale Jr., 2020-04-27 This book
includes the most significant sporting events of the 1960s, covering all the moments that generated
tremendous growth in professional and college sports in America during this decade. It features
stories such as Roger Maris breaking Babe Ruth’s home run record, Wilt Chamberlain scoring 100
points, and Muhammad Ali beating Sonny Liston. Sports became a national obsession in the 1960s
as people tuned in on their new televisions to watch the exploits of some of the most legendary
athletes and teams in history. It was the decade of Mickey Mantle, Jim Brown, Bill Russell, Bobby
Hull, and Arnold Palmer, the decade when the Celtics dominated basketball, Joe Namath delivered
on his Super Bowl guarantee, and the Miracle Mets won the World Series. In The 1960s in Sports: A
Decade of Change, Miles Coverdale looks back at what was arguably the greatest decade in sports
history, when the sports world of today began to take shape during a very tumultuous period of
American history. At the start of the decade, thirteen years after Jackie Robinson broke the color
barrier in baseball, major league rosters were still populated mostly by white Americans. The NFL
and NBA were struggling financially and were much less popular than college football and
basketball. The Olympics were still open only to amateur athletes. But the sports landscape changed
dramatically in the 1960s. Coverdale traces this development by covering the significant events and
iconic players of the decade, including stars such as Sandy Koufax, Johnny Unitas, Bobby Orr, and
Jack Nicklaus. There were great teams and incredible rivalries, and professional and college sports



alike expanded and thrived. Featuring over 70 photos of legendary athletes and memorable
moments, The 1960s in Sports transports the reader back to a golden age in sports. With additional
coverage of important historical events such as the Cold War, Vietnam, and the Civil Rights
Movement, this book also reveals how social and political events impacted the sports world, making
it an invaluable resource for anyone interested in this significant decade.
  best nba shots in history: Basketball Top 10 John Hareas, 2004 Packed with facts, trivia, stats,
stories, and more!--Cover.
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