best history of science books

best history of science books offer an insightful journey into the
development of scientific knowledge and its profound impact on society. These
books explore the milestones and key figures that have shaped our
understanding of the natural world, from ancient discoveries to modern
breakthroughs. Whether aimed at scholars, students, or curious readers, the
best history of science books illuminate the evolution of scientific thought
and methodology. They delve into the interdisciplinary connections between
science, philosophy, and culture, revealing how scientific advancements have
influenced and been influenced by broader historical contexts. This article
presents a comprehensive guide to the top titles in this field, highlighting
essential works that combine rigorous research with engaging narrative.
Explore the major themes and notable authors who have contributed to the rich
tapestry of science history literature. The following sections outline the
best history of science books categorized by theme, period, and scholarly
approach.

e Classic Foundations of Science History
e Modern Perspectives and Interpretations
e Biographies of Pioneering Scientists

e Science and Society: Cultural Impacts

e Recommended Reading List of Best History of Science Books

Classic Foundations of Science History

The classic foundations of science history encompass seminal works that laid
the groundwork for understanding the progression of scientific knowledge.
These books often focus on pivotal moments such as the Scientific Revolution
and the Enlightenment, providing a detailed account of how scientific inquiry
transformed during these periods. They emphasize the contributions of early
scientists, the emergence of the scientific method, and the changing
intellectual landscapes of Europe and beyond.

Key Themes in Classic Science History

Classic histories typically explore the gradual shift from mystical and
religious explanations of natural phenomena to empirical and experimental
approaches. These works highlight figures like Copernicus, Galileo, Newton,
and Kepler, whose discoveries challenged existing paradigms and established



new frameworks for understanding the universe. The narratives also discuss
the institutionalization of science, including the founding of scientific
societies and journals.

Influential Authors and Their Contributions

Authors such as Thomas Kuhn, whose work on the structure of scientific
revolutions has become foundational, and Herbert Butterfield, known for his
insightful analysis of the Scientific Revolution, greatly influenced the
study of science history. Their books provide a critical examination of how
scientific theories evolve and how paradigm shifts reshape scientific
communities.

Modern Perspectives and Interpretations

Modern perspectives on the history of science incorporate interdisciplinary
approaches, incorporating insights from sociology, philosophy, and cultural
studies. These works transcend traditional chronological narratives to
analyze the complex interactions between science and society. They emphasize
the role of social factors, gender, politics, and economics in shaping
scientific practices and knowledge production.

Science as a Social Construct

Contemporary historians often regard science as a socially embedded
enterprise. This perspective examines how scientific facts and theories are
influenced by cultural values, institutional power structures, and historical
contingencies. It challenges the notion of science as purely objective and
highlights the human dimensions of scientific endeavors.

Emerging Fields and New Methodologies

Recent scholarship includes the history of specific disciplines such as
biology, chemistry, and physics, as well as studies on technology and
medicine. New methodologies, including digital humanities and quantitative
analysis, allow for novel interpretations and broader access to historical
scientific data.

Biographies of Pioneering Scientists

Biographical accounts form a significant category within history of science
literature, offering detailed insights into the lives, challenges, and
achievements of influential scientists. These biographies contextualize
scientific discoveries within the personal and social circumstances of the



scientists, humanizing the process of scientific innovation.

Noteworthy Scientist Profiles

Books about figures such as Isaac Newton, Marie Curie, Charles Darwin, and
Albert Einstein provide comprehensive portraits that combine scientific
explanation with historical narrative. These biographies often reveal the
persistence, creativity, and ethical considerations that accompanied
groundbreaking research.

Impact of Personal Histories on Scientific Progress

Understanding the personal backgrounds, education, and interpersonal
relationships of pioneering scientists offers valuable perspectives on how
their work was developed and received. This approach highlights the interplay
between individual genius and collaborative scientific communities.

Science and Society: Cultural Impacts

The relationship between science and society is a critical focus area in the
best history of science books. These works analyze how scientific knowledge

influences cultural norms, public policies, and technological advancements,

as well as how societal needs and values shape scientific agendas.

Science 1in Public Discourse

Historical studies often explore moments when science entered public debates,
such as controversies over evolution, vaccination, and climate change.
Investigating these interactions reveals the challenges of communicating
science and the role of public opinion in scientific acceptance.

Technological Innovation and Social Change

Books in this category examine the reciprocal effects of technological
development and social transformation. They document how inventions and
discoveries have altered economic structures, health care, transportation,
and everyday life, illustrating the pervasive influence of science on modern
civilization.

Recommended Reading List of Best History of



Science Books

For those seeking authoritative and engaging texts, the following list
compiles some of the most acclaimed and widely regarded best history of
science books. These selections cover a range of topics, periods, and
perspectives, offering a balanced overview of the field.

1. "The Structure of Scientific Revolutions" by Thomas S. Kuhn — A
foundational work exploring paradigm shifts in science.

2. "The Birth of Modern Science" by Paolo Rossi — A detailed examination of
the Scientific Revolution.

3. "Science and Civilization in China" by Joseph Needham — An extensive
study of Chinese scientific achievements.

4. "The Making of the Atomic Bomb" by Richard Rhodes — A comprehensive
narrative of the development of nuclear physics.

5. "The Double Helix" by James D. Watson — A personal account of the
discovery of DNA’s structure.

6. "The Invention of Science" by David Wootton — An exploration of how
modern science emerged in the seventeenth century.

7. "The Discoverers" by Daniel J. Boorstin — A sweeping history of human
discovery across disciplines.

8. "The Age of Wonder"™ by Richard Holmes — A richly illustrated account of
Romantic-era scientific exploration.

9. "Silent Spring" by Rachel Carson — A seminal work linking science to
environmental activism.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the best books on the history of
science for beginners?

Some excellent beginner-friendly books on the history of science include 'A
Short History of Nearly Everything' by Bill Bryson, 'The Discoverers' by
Daniel J. Boorstin, and 'The Science Book' by DK. These books provide
engaging overviews and are accessible to readers without a scientific
background.



Which books offer a comprehensive overview of the
history of science?

'The Structure of Scientific Revolutions' by Thomas S. Kuhn and 'The Birth of
Modern Science' by Paolo Rossi are considered comprehensive works.
Additionally, 'Science and Civilization in China' by Joseph Needham offers an
in-depth look at scientific developments outside the Western world.

Are there any recent popular books about the history
of science?

Yes, recent popular titles include 'The Code Breaker' by Walter Isaacson,
which explores the history of gene editing and CRISPR technology, and 'The
Gene: An Intimate History' also by Isaacson, which blends history with
cutting-edge science.

What books focus on the history of science in
specific fields like physics or biology?

'The Elegant Universe' by Brian Greene focuses on physics and the development
of string theory, while 'The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks' by Rebecca
Skloot provides insight into biology and medical science history. 'Longitude’
by Dava Sobel is a classic on navigational science.

Which authors are renowned for writing about the
history of science?

Authors like James Gleick, Walter Isaacson, Dava Sobel, and Simon Singh are
well-known for writing engaging and informative books about the history of
science, often blending storytelling with scientific explanation.

How can reading history of science books benefit
students and science enthusiasts?

Reading history of science books provides context for scientific discoveries,
illustrates the human aspect of scientific progress, and encourages critical
thinking. It helps readers understand how scientific knowledge evolves and
the cultural and social factors influencing it.

Additional Resources

1. A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson

This engaging book takes readers on a journey through the history of science,
explaining complex topics in a humorous and accessible way. Bryson covers
everything from the Big Bang to quantum mechanics, spotlighting the
scientists behind the discoveries. It’s an excellent introduction for anyone



curious about how we came to understand the world.

2. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions by Thomas S. Kuhn

Kuhn’s seminal work explores how scientific progress is not a steady,
cumulative process but rather occurs through paradigm shifts. This book
revolutionized the philosophy of science by explaining how dominant
scientific theories are replaced by new ones. It’s essential for
understanding the development and sociology of scientific ideas.

3. The Discoverers by Daniel J. Boorstin

Boorstin presents a sweeping narrative of human discovery across various
fields, including astronomy, geography, and biology. The book highlights the
curiosity and perseverance of explorers and scientists who expanded our
knowledge. It provides a rich context for how discoveries have shaped human
history.

4. The Making of the Atomic Bomb by Richard Rhodes

This Pulitzer Prize-winning book offers a detailed history of the development
of nuclear weapons during World War II. Rhodes combines scientific
explanation with historical narrative, profiling key figures in physics and
government. It’'s a gripping account of one of the most significant scientific
and ethical milestones of the 20th century.

5. Longitude: The True Story of a Lone Genius Who Solved the Greatest
Scientific Problem of His Time by Dava Sobel

Sobel tells the fascinating tale of John Harrison, an 18th-century clockmaker
who solved the problem of determining longitude at sea. The book highlights
the interplay between science, invention, and navigation, emphasizing
practical applications of scientific knowledge. It’s a compelling story of
innovation and perseverance.

6. The Invention of Science: A New History of the Scientific Revolution by
David Wootton

Wootton offers a comprehensive reinterpretation of the Scientific Revolution,
arguing it was the birth of modern science. The book covers key figures like
Galileo and Newton and examines how scientific methods and institutions
evolved. It’s a detailed and thought-provoking read for those interested in
the roots of scientific inquiry.

7. Science and Civilization in China by Joseph Needham

This monumental series explores the extensive scientific and technological
achievements of ancient China. Needham’s work challenges Eurocentric
narratives by documenting Chinese contributions to fields like chemistry,
engineering, and medicine. It remains a foundational text for understanding
global history of science.

8. The Age of Wonder: How the Romantic Generation Discovered the Beauty and
Terror of Science by Richard Holmes

Holmes delves into the lives of Romantic-era scientists and explorers who
combined scientific inquiry with artistic sensibility. The book captures the
excitement and dangers of scientific discovery in the late 18th and early



19th centuries. It’'s a beautifully written narrative that bridges science and
culture.

9. Consilience: The Unity of Knowledge by Edward 0. Wilson

Wilson argues for the synthesis of knowledge across disciplines, including
science and the humanities, to create a unified understanding of the world.
The book traces the history of scientific thought and advocates for
interdisciplinary collaboration. It’'s a visionary work that challenges
traditional academic boundaries.
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best history of science books: A Short History of Nearly Everything 2.0 Bill Bryson,
2025-10-21 In this fully revised and updated edition of the best-selling popular science book of the
21st century, Bill Bryson makes complex subjects clear and compelling for everyone with an interest
in the world around them. NOW FULLY REVISED AND UPDATED. 'Possibly the best scientific
primer ever published.' Economist "Truly impressive...It's hard to imagine a better rough guide to
science.' Guardian Bill Bryson can't contain his curiosity about the world around him. A Short
History of Nearly Everything 2.0 is the result of his quest to understand everything that has
happened from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization - how we got from being nothing at all to what
we are today. Now fully updated to reflect the many scientific discoveries in the last twenty years
since this book was first published, it explains among much else: why Pluto is no longer a planet how
the number of moons in the solar system has more than doubled in 20 years how scientists used
advances in genetics to discover previously unknown species of early humans why we still don't
know what most of the universe is made of how the little Higgs boson transformed physics This
journey through time and space will inform a new generation of readers, young and old, as well as
those who read this book on first publication with a new perspective based on what we know now.
Written in his inimitable style, Bryson makes complex subjects fascinating and accessible to
everyone with an interest in the world around them. A Short History of Nearly Everything 2.0
reveals the world in a whole new way. Praise for A Short History of Nearly Everything: ‘T doubt that
a better book for the layman about the findings of modern science has been written.” Sunday
Telegraph ‘Bill Bryson has an unmatched gift for explaining the most difficult subjects in the clearest
possible way.” Mail on Sunday 'A travelogue of science, with a witty, engaging, and well-informed
guide' The Times ‘Hugely readable and never obfuscating.” Sunday Times ‘A genuinely useful and
readable book... A thoroughly enjoyable, as well as educational, experience. Nobody who reads it
will ever look at the world around them in the same way again’ Daily Express ‘The very book I have
been looking for most of my life... Bryson wears his knowledge with aplomb and a lot of very good
jokes.” Daily Mail ‘Destined to become a modern classic of science writing’ The New York Times

best history of science books: The Ultimate Guide to the Top 100 Textbooks Navneet Singh,
Introduction Textbooks are the foundation of education, providing in-depth knowledge, structured
learning, and essential references for students, professionals, and lifelong learners. Whether you're
studying physics, mathematics, history, business, or literature, the right textbook can shape your
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understanding and mastery of a subject. This guide highlights 100 of the most essential textbooks,
covering core academic disciplines, technical fields, and specialized subjects. Whether you're a
student, educator, or self-learner, these books will equip you with the knowledge you need to
succeed.

best history of science books: Humanities , 1992

best history of science books: Research in the History of Economic Thought and Methodology
Ross B. Emmett, Jeff E. Biddle, 2010-06-14 Includes the articles that highlight research on the role
of western economic advisors in China before the Communist Revolution, minimum wage legislation,
a symposium on Clement Juglar, and a comparison of the work in the history of economics and the
history of science.

best history of science books: A History of the Book in America, 5-volume Omnibus
E-book David D. Hall, 2015-10-08 The five volumes in A History of the Book in America offer a
sweeping chronicle of our country's print production and culture from colonial times to the end of
the twentieth century. This interdisciplinary, collaborative work of scholarship examines the book
trades as they have developed and spread throughout the United States; provides a history of U.S.
literary cultures; investigates the practice of reading and, more broadly, the uses of literacy; and
links literary culture with larger themes in American history. Now available for the first time, this
complete Omnibus ebook contains all 5 volumes of this landmark work. Volume 1 The Colonial Book
in the Atlantic World Edited by Hugh Amory and David D. Hall 664 pp., 51 illus. Volume 2 An
Extensive Republic: Print, Culture, and Society in the New Nation, 1790-1840 Edited by Robert A.
Gross and Mary Kelley 712 pp., 66 illus. Volume 3 The Industrial Book, 1840-1880 Edited by Scott E.
Casper, Jeffrey D. Groves, Stephen W. Nissenbaum, and Michael Winship 560 pp., 43 illus. Volume 4
Print in Motion: The Expansion of Publishing and Reading in the United States, 1880-1940 Edited by
Carl F. Kaestle and Janice A. Radway 688 pp., 74 illus. Volume 5 The Enduring Book: Print Culture in
Postwar America Edited by David Paul Nord, Joan Shelley Rubin, and Michael Schudson 632 pp., 95
illus.

best history of science books: A History of the Book in America Carl F. Kaestle, Janice A.
Radway, 2015-12-01 In a period characterized by expanding markets, national consolidation, and
social upheaval, print culture picked up momentum as the nineteenth century turned into the
twentieth. Books, magazines, and newspapers were produced more quickly and more cheaply,
reaching ever-increasing numbers of readers. Volume 4 of A History of the Book in America traces
the complex, even contradictory consequences of these changes in the production, circulation, and
use of print. Contributors to this volume explain that although mass production encouraged
consolidation and standardization, readers increasingly adapted print to serve their own purposes,
allowing for increased diversity in the midst of concentration and integration. Considering the book
in larger social and cultural networks, essays address the rise of consumer culture, the extension of
literacy and reading through schooling, the expansion of secondary and postsecondary education
and the growth of the textbook industry, the growing influence of the professions and their
dependence on print culture, and the history of relevant technology. As the essays here attest, the
expansion of print culture between 1880 and 1940 enabled it to become part of Americans' everyday
business, social, political, and religious lives. Contributors: Megan Benton, Pacific Lutheran
University Paul S. Boyer, University of Wisconsin-Madison Una M. Cadegan, University of Dayton
Phyllis Dain, Columbia University James P. Danky, University of Wisconsin-Madison Ellen Gruber
Garvey, New Jersey City University Peter Jaszi, American University Carl F. Kaestle, Brown
University Nicolas Kanellos, University of Houston Richard L. Kaplan, ABC-Clio Publishing Marcel
Chotkowski LaFollette, Washington, D.C. Elizabeth Long, Rice University Elizabeth McHenry, New
York University Sally M. Miller, University of the Pacific Richard Ohmann, Wesleyan University
Janice A. Radway, Duke University Joan Shelley Rubin, University of Rochester Jonathan D. Sarna,
Brandeis University Charles A. Seavey, University of Missouri, Columbia Michael Schudson,
University of California, San Diego William Vance Trollinger Jr., University of Dayton Richard L.
Venezky (1938-2004) James L. W. West III, Pennsylvania State University Wayne A. Wiegand, Florida




State University Michael Winship, University of Texas at Austin Martha Woodmansee, Case Western
Reserve University

best history of science books: History of Science, Technology, Environment, and
Medicine in India Suvobrata Sarkar, 2021-11-29 This volume studies the concept and relevance of
HISTEM (History of Science, Technology, Environment, and Medicine) in shaping the histories of
colonial and postcolonial South Asia. Tracing its evolution from the establishment of the East India
Company through to the early decades after the Independence of India, it highlights the ways in
which the discipline has changed over the years and examines the various influences that have
shaped it. Drawing on extensive case studies, the book offers valuable insights into diverse themes
such as the East-West encounter, appropriation of new knowledge, science in translation and
communication, electricity and urbanization, the colonial context of engineering education, science
of hydrology, oil and imperialism, epidemic and empire, vernacular medicine, gender and medicine,
as well as environment and sustainable development in the colonial and postcolonial milieu. An
indispensable text on South Asia’s experience of modernity in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, this book will be of interest to scholars and researchers of modern South Asian studies,
modern Indian history, sociology, history of science, cultural studies, colonialism, as well as studies
on Science, Technology, and Society (STS).

best history of science books: A History of the Book in America David Paul Nord, Joan Shelley
Rubin, Michael Schudson, David D. Hall, 2015-12-01 The fifth volume of A History of the Book in
America addresses the economic, social, and cultural shifts affecting print culture from World War 11
to the present. During this period factors such as the expansion of government, the growth of higher
education, the climate of the Cold War, globalization, and the development of multimedia and digital
technologies influenced the patterns of consolidation and diversification established earlier. The
thirty-three contributors to the volume explore the evolution of the publishing industry and the
business of bookselling. The histories of government publishing, law and policy, the periodical press,
literary criticism, and reading — in settings such as schools, libraries, book clubs, self-help
programs, and collectors' societies — receive imaginative scrutiny as well. The Enduring Book
demonstrates that the corporate consolidations of the last half-century have left space for the
independent publisher, that multiplicity continues to define American print culture, and that even in
the digital age, the book endures. Contributors: David Abrahamson, Northwestern University James
L. Baughman, University of Wisconsin-Madison Kenneth Cmiel (d. 2006) James Danky, University of
Wisconsin-Madison Robert DeMaria Jr., Vassar College Donald A. Downs, University of
Wisconsin-Madison Robert W. Frase (d. 2003) Paul C. Gutjahr, Indiana University David D. Hall,
Harvard Divinity School John B. Hench, American Antiquarian Society Patrick Henry, New York City
College of Technology Dan Lacy (d. 2001) Marshall Leaffer, Indiana University Bruce Lewenstein,
Cornell University Elizabeth Long, Rice University Beth Luey, Arizona State University Tom
McCarthy, Beirut, Lebanon Laura ]. Miller, Brandeis University Priscilla Coit Murphy, Chapel Hill,
N.C. David Paul Nord, Indiana University Carol Polsgrove, Indiana University David Reinking,
Clemson University Jane Rhodes, Macalester College John V. Richardson Jr., University of California,
Los Angeles Joan Shelley Rubin, University of Rochester Michael Schudson, University of California,
San Diego, and Columbia University Linda Scott, University of Oxford Dan Simon, Seven Stories
Press Ilan Stavans, Amherst College Harvey M. Teres, Syracuse University John B. Thompson,
University of Cambridge Trysh Travis, University of Florida Jonathan Zimmerman, New York
University

best history of science books: American Life and Best Sellers from The Catcher in the
Rye to The Hunger Games Diane Dakers, 2016-07-15 A good book has the power to touch readers
and provide insightful commentary into the human condition and current events. This title examines
the greatest literary hits to take America by storm from the 1950s to present day.

best history of science books: History of Science in United States Marc Rothenberg,
2012-10-12 This Encyclopedia examines all aspects of the history of science in the United States,
with a special emphasis placed on the historiography of science in America. It can be used by



students, general readers, scientists, or anyone interested in the facts relating to the development of
science in the United States. Special emphasis is placed in the history of medicine and technology
and on the relationship between science and technology and science and medicine.

best history of science books: The Cambridge History of Science: Volume 6, The Modern
Biological and Earth Sciences David C. Lindberg, Peter J. Bowler, Ronald L. Numbers, Roy Porter,
2003 This book in the highly respected Cambridge History of Science series is devoted to the history
of the life and earth sciences since 1800. It provides comprehensive and authoritative surveys of
historical thinking on major developments in these areas of science, on the social and cultural
milieus in which the knowledge was generated, and on the wider impact of the major theoretical and
practical innovations. The articles are written by acknowledged experts who provide concise
accounts of the latest historical thinking coupled with guides to the most important recent literature.
In addition to histories of traditional sciences, the book covers the emergence of newer disciplines
such as genetics, biochemistry and geophysics. The interaction of scientific techniques with their
practical applications in areas such as medicine is a major focus of the book, as is its coverage of
controversial areas such as science and religion, and environmentalism.

best history of science books: An Introduction to the History of Science Walter Libby,
2015-06-14 Excerpt from An Introduction to the History of Science The history of science has
something to offer to the humblest intelligence. It is a means of imparting a knowledge of scientific
facts and principles to unschooled minds. At the same time it affords a simple method of school
instruction. Those who understand a business or an institution best, as a contemporary writer on
finance remarks, are those who have made it or grown up with it, and the next best thing is to know
how it has grown up, and then watch or take part in its actual working. Generally speaking, we know
best what we know in its origins. The history of science is an aid in scientific research. It places the
student in the current of scientific thought, and gives him a clue to the purpose and necessity of the
theories he is required to master. It presents science as the constant pursuit of truth rather than the
formulation of truth long since revealed; it shows science as progressive rather than fixed, dynamic
rather than static, a growth to which each may contribute. It does not paralyze the self-activity of
youth by the record of an infallible past. It is only by teaching the sciences in their historical
development that the schools can be true to the two principles of modern education, that the
sciences should occupy the foremost place in the curriculum and that the individual mind in its
evolution should rehearse the history of civilization. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is
a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present
in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.

best history of science books: The Oxford History of the Irish Book, Volume V Clare
Hutton, Patrick Walsh, 2011-06-23 Part of a series providing an authoritative history of the book in
Ireland, this volume comprehensively outlines the history of 20th-century Irish book culture. This
book embraces all the written and printed traditions and heritages of Ireland and places them in the
global context of a worldwide interest in book histories.

best history of science books: A History of Psychology Thomas Hardy Leahey, 2017-10-02 A
History of Psychology places social, economic, and political forces of change alongside psychology’s
internal theoretical and empirical arguments, illuminating how the external world has shaped
psychology’s development, and, in turn, how the late twentieth century’s psychology has shaped
society. Featuring extended treatment of important movements such as the Enlightenment and the
Scientific Revolution, the textbook approaches the material from an integrative rather than wholly
linear perspective. The text carefully examines how issues in psychology reflect and affect concepts
that lie outside the field of psychology’s technical concerns as a science and profession. This new



edition features expanded attention on psychoanalysis after its founding as well as new
developments in cognitive science, artificial intelligence, and behavioral economics. Throughout, the
book strengthens its exploration of psychological ideas and the cultures in which they developed and
reinforces the connections between psychology, modernism, and postmodernism. The textbook
covers scientific, applied, and professional psychology, and is appropriate for higher-level
undergraduate and graduate students.

best history of science books: Monthly Bulletin of the Public Library of the District of
Columbia District of Columbia. Public Library, 1917

best history of science books: A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived Adam Rutherford,
2018-09-04 National Book Critics Circle Award—2017 Nonfiction Finalist “Nothing less than a tour
de force—a heady amalgam of science, history, a little bit of anthropology and plenty of nuanced,
captivating storytelling.”—The New York Times Book Review, Editor’s Choice A National Geographic
Best Book of 2017 In our unique genomes, every one of us carries the story of our species—births,
deaths, disease, war, famine, migration, and a lot of sex. But those stories have always been locked
away—until now. Who are our ancestors? Where did they come from? Geneticists have suddenly
become historians, and the hard evidence in our DNA has blown the lid off what we thought we
knew. Acclaimed science writer Adam Rutherford explains exactly how genomics is completely
rewriting the human story—from 100,000 years ago to the present.

best history of science books: The Mother of All Booklists William Patrick Martin,
2014-12-24 The Mother of All Booklists: The 500 Most Recommended Nonfiction Reads for Ages 3 to
103 is written for parents, grandparents, and teachers unfamiliar with the bewildering array of
award and recommended reading lists. This book is a long overdue composite of all the major
booklists. It brings together over 100 of the most influential book awards and reading lists from
leading magazines, newspapers, reference books, schools, libraries, parenting organizations, and
professional groups from across the country. The Mother of All Booklists is to reading books what
the website Rotten Tomatoes is to watching movies—the ultimate, one-stop, synthesizing resource
for finding out what is best. Mother is not the opinion of one book critic, but the aggregate opinion
of an army of critics. Organized into five age group lists each with one hundred books—preschoolers
(ages 3-5), early readers (ages 5-9), middle readers (ages 9-13), young adults (ages 13-17), and
adults (ages 18+)—The Mother of All Booklists amalgamates the knowledge of the best
English-language booklists in the United States, including a few from Canada and Great Britain.
Each of the 500 books is annotated, describing the contents of the book and suggesting why the
book is unique and important. Each includes a picture of the book cover.

best history of science books: Documentary History of Education in Upper Canada Ontario.
Department of Education, 1908

best history of science books: The Cambridge History of Modern European Thought: Volume
2, The Twentieth Century Warren Breckman, Peter E. Gordon, 2019-08-29 An authoritative and
comprehensive survey of the major themes, thinkers, and movements in modern European
intellectual history.

best history of science books: The Cambridge History of Modern European Thought:
Volume 2, The Twentieth Century Peter E. Gordon, Warren Breckman, 2019-08-29 The
Cambridge History of Modern European Thought is an authoritative and comprehensive exploration
of the themes, thinkers and movements that shaped our intellectual world in the late-eighteenth and
nineteenth century. Representing both individual figures and the contexts within which they
developed their ideas, each essay is written in a clear accessible style by leading scholars in the field
and offers both originality and interpretive insight. This second volume surveys twentieth-century
European intellectual history, conceived as a crisis in modernity. Comprised of twenty-one chapters,
it focuses on figures such as Freud, Heidegger, Adorno and Arendt, surveys major schools of thought
including Phenomenology, Existentialism, and Conservatism, and discusses critical movements such
as Postcolonialism, , Structuralism, and Post-structuralism. Renouncing a single 'master narrative' of
European thought across the period, Peter E. Gordon and Warren Breckman establish a formidable



new multi-faceted vision of European intellectual history for the global modern age.
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