
best topics for persuasive speech

best topics for persuasive speech are essential for engaging audiences and effectively conveying a point of view.
Selecting the right topic can greatly influence the success of a persuasive speech, as it should be both
interesting and relevant to the audience. This article explores a wide range of compelling topics categorized by
themes such as social issues, education, environment, technology, and health. Additionally, guidance on how
to choose and develop persuasive speech topics is provided to help speakers craft impactful and memorable
presentations. Whether preparing for a classroom assignment, a public speaking event, or a debate, this
resource aims to inspire and inform topic selection. Understanding the characteristics of strong persuasive
topics is crucial for achieving clarity and persuasion. Below is an organized overview of the main sections
covered in this article.

Popular Social Issues for Persuasive Speeches

Educational Topics That Persuade

Environmental Issues to Advocate For

Technology and Innovation as Persuasive Speech Topics

Health and Wellness Topics for Persuasive Speeches

Tips for Choosing Effective Persuasive Speech Topics

Popular Social Issues for Persuasive Speeches

Social issues are a rich source of persuasive speech topics due to their relevance and impact on society. These
topics often evoke strong emotions and opinions, making them ideal for convincing an audience to adopt a
particular viewpoint or take action. When addressing social issues, it is important to present facts,
statistics, and ethical arguments to support the position.

Topics Related to Equality and Rights

Discussions about equality and human rights remain central in persuasive speech contexts. These topics
encourage critical thinking about fairness, justice, and societal norms.

The importance of gender equality in the workplace

Why racial discrimination laws need stricter enforcement

The case for LGBTQ+ rights and protections

Benefits of accessible education for all socioeconomic groups

Addressing income inequality through progressive taxation



Topics on Crime and Justice

Crime and justice topics challenge speakers to evaluate legal systems and societal safety measures. Persuasive
speeches in this area often explore reform and prevention strategies.

The effectiveness of rehabilitation versus incarceration

Arguments against the death penalty

The need for gun control legislation

Why community policing improves public safety

Addressing juvenile crime with education programs

Educational Topics That Persuade

Education is a significant domain for persuasive speech topics as it affects individuals and society at large.
These topics often focus on policy changes, teaching methods, and the role of technology in learning.

Debates on Educational Policies

Policy-related speech topics allow speakers to argue for reforms that could improve educational outcomes
and access.

The benefits of free college education

Why standardized testing should be eliminated

The importance of promoting STEM subjects in schools

Arguments for and against year-round schooling

The case for smaller class sizes to enhance learning

Innovations in Teaching and Learning

Innovative educational methods and tools can be effective topics to persuade audiences about improving
student engagement and success.

The role of technology in personalized learning

Why arts education is critical for student development

The impact of homework on student performance

Benefits of bilingual education programs

Using gamification to motivate learners



Environmental Issues to Advocate For

Environmental topics are increasingly relevant and persuasive due to global concerns about climate change,
sustainability, and conservation. Speakers can inspire action by highlighting environmental challenges and
solutions.

Climate Change and Sustainability Topics

Persuasive speeches on climate change emphasize the urgency of addressing environmental degradation and
adopting sustainable practices.

The necessity of reducing carbon emissions worldwide

Why governments should invest more in renewable energy

The role of individuals in combating climate change

Arguments for banning single-use plastics

The importance of protecting endangered species

Conservation and Resource Management Topics

These topics focus on preserving natural resources and promoting responsible consumption to ensure long-term
ecological balance.

The benefits of water conservation efforts

Why urban green spaces are vital for communities

Supporting sustainable agriculture practices

The impact of deforestation and how to stop it

Promoting recycling programs in local communities

Technology and Innovation as Persuasive Speech Topics

Technology continues to transform society, making it a fertile area for persuasive speech topics. These topics
often explore ethical, social, and economic implications of new innovations.

Emerging Technologies and Their Impact

Persuasive speeches can address the benefits and risks associated with cutting-edge technologies, encouraging
informed opinions.

The case for regulating artificial intelligence

Why cybersecurity should be a national priority



Benefits of adopting autonomous vehicles

The role of technology in improving healthcare

Arguments for expanding internet access globally

Ethical Considerations in Technology

Ethical concerns surrounding technology use and development are critical topics that provoke thoughtful
debate and persuasive arguments.

The ethics of genetic engineering

Privacy issues related to social media platforms

Balancing technology use and mental health

The responsibility of tech companies in misinformation

Arguments against mass surveillance programs

Health and Wellness Topics for Persuasive Speeches

Health-related persuasive speech topics focus on physical, mental, and public health issues. These subjects
often aim to promote healthier lifestyles and informed health policies.

Public Health and Policy Topics

These topics deal with health care systems, disease prevention, and health regulations that affect communities.

The importance of vaccination mandates

Why mental health services should be more accessible

The case for banning sugary drinks in schools

Benefits of universal healthcare coverage

Promoting physical activity to combat obesity

Personal Health and Lifestyle Topics

Speeches on personal health encourage audiences to adopt positive habits and make informed decisions about
well-being.

The advantages of a plant-based diet

Why smoking cessation programs are essential



The impact of sleep on overall health

Benefits of mindfulness and meditation practices

Arguments for reducing alcohol consumption

Tips for Choosing Effective Persuasive Speech Topics

Selecting the best topics for persuasive speech requires careful consideration of audience interests, topic
relevance, and available supporting evidence. A well-chosen topic enhances engagement and improves the
speaker’s ability to persuade. The following tips provide practical guidance for choosing suitable topics.

Consider Audience and Purpose

Understanding the audience’s demographics, values, and knowledge level is crucial when selecting a persuasive
speech topic. The purpose of the speech—whether to inform, motivate, or convince—also influences topic
choice.

Evaluate Topic Interest and Research Availability

Choosing topics that are both interesting to the speaker and the audience increases enthusiasm and credibility.
Additionally, selecting topics with ample credible sources allows for stronger arguments and evidence.

Ensure Topic Specificity and Clarity

Effective persuasive topics are focused and clearly defined. Broad or vague topics can confuse the audience and
dilute the speech’s impact. Narrowing the topic helps maintain clarity and depth.

Examples of Qualities to Look For in a Persuasive Speech Topic

Relevance to current events or societal issues

Potential to evoke emotion or ethical consideration

Ability to present both sides of an argument

Feasibility of proposing realistic solutions or calls to action

Uniqueness or fresh perspective on a common subject

Frequently Asked Questions



What are some of the best topics for a persuasive speech in 2024?

Some of the best topics for a persuasive speech in 2024 include climate change action, benefits of renewable
energy, importance of mental health awareness, advocating for remote work options, and the need for data
privacy regulations.

How can I choose a persuasive speech topic that resonates with my
audience?

To choose a persuasive speech topic that resonates, consider your audience's interests, current events,
controversial issues, and topics that evoke strong emotions or opinions. Additionally, pick a subject you are
passionate about to deliver a convincing argument.

What makes a topic effective for a persuasive speech?

An effective persuasive speech topic is relevant, debatable, specific, and has clear arguments supporting one
side. It should engage the audience and encourage them to consider or adopt your viewpoint.

Can you suggest some persuasive speech topics related to technology?

Certainly! Persuasive speech topics related to technology include the impact of social media on society, the
benefits of artificial intelligence in daily life, the need for ethical guidelines in AI development, advocating for
digital detoxes, and the importance of cybersecurity education.

Are there any topics that should be avoided for persuasive speeches?

Yes, topics that are overly complex, too personal, or lack sufficient evidence can be problematic. Avoid
subjects that might offend or alienate your audience unnecessarily, and steer clear of topics that are too
broad or vague to argue effectively.

Additional Resources
1. Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach Us About the Art of
Persuasion
This book by Jay Heinrichs explores the timeless techniques of rhetoric and persuasion through engaging
examples from history, politics, and pop culture. It breaks down classical strategies and shows how they can
be applied to everyday communication. Ideal for those looking to master persuasive speech with both intellect
and humor.

2. Influence: The Psychology of Persuasion
Robert B. Cialdini’s seminal work dives into the psychological principles behind why people say “yes.” The book
covers key concepts such as reciprocity, commitment, and social proof, providing practical insights for
crafting compelling arguments. It's a must-read for anyone interested in understanding and leveraging human
behavior in persuasive speaking.

3. Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas Survive and Others Die
Chip Heath and Dan Heath reveal what makes ideas memorable and impactful. They outline six
principles—simplicity, unexpectedness, concreteness, credibility, emotions, and stories—that help ideas resonate
with audiences. This book is perfect for speakers aiming to create persuasive messages that truly stick.

4. Words That Work: It's Not What You Say, It's What People Hear
Frank Luntz emphasizes the importance of language choice in persuasion. The book offers insight into how words
shape perception and influence attitudes, backed by research and real-world examples. Speakers can learn how
to tailor their messages to connect effectively with different audiences.



5. Persuasion: The Art of Influencing People
James Borg’s guide focuses on both verbal and non-verbal communication skills essential for persuasion. It
explores body language, tone, and emotional intelligence, highlighting their roles in convincing others. This
resource is valuable for developing a holistic approach to persuasive speech.

6. Crucial Conversations: Tools for Talking When Stakes Are High
Authors Kerry Patterson, Joseph Grenny, Ron McMillan, and Al Switzler provide strategies for navigating
difficult conversations with confidence and tact. The book teaches how to stay persuasive without being
confrontational during high-pressure situations. It’s excellent for speakers who want to maintain influence
under stress.

7. Pre-Suasion: A Revolutionary Way to Influence and Persuade
Robert Cialdini’s follow-up to Influence explores the art of setting the stage before delivering a message. By
understanding how to prepare an audience’s mindset, speakers can significantly increase their chances of
persuasion. This book is insightful for those interested in the psychology behind timing and context.

8. The Art of Public Speaking
Dale Carnegie’s classic offers comprehensive advice on speech preparation, delivery, and audience engagement. It
covers persuasive techniques alongside confidence-building tips, making it a foundational text for effective
public speaking. Ideal for anyone wanting to improve their overall communication skills.

9. Talk Like TED: The 9 Public-Speaking Secrets of the World's Top Minds
Carmine Gallo analyzes the presentation styles of successful TED speakers to uncover what makes their talks
compelling. The book highlights storytelling, passion, and clarity as core elements of persuasion. It’s
particularly useful for those looking to inspire and motivate audiences through persuasive speech.
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  best topics for persuasive speech: The Competent Public Speaker Sherwyn P. Morreale, 2010
Based on the National Communication Association's conceptual model for teaching and evaluating
undergraduate public speeches (as developed by the author and others), Sherwyn P. Morreale offers
a highly accessible, easy-to-teach, easy-to-learn approach to public speaking. The approach adopted
in the text includes eight public speaking competencies - four on speech preparation and four on
speech delivery - which are enhanced by emphasizing the impact of technology, ethics, culture, and
diversity on public speaking. A number of unique features designed to improve teaching and
learning include: - Students used as examples in each chapter so that readers can follow them as
they learn about public speaking; - Tables and boxed text to reinforce the most important learning
points; - Checkpoint and self-assessment tools so that readers can determine their level of
competence and find out whether they are ready to proceed to the next chapter; -
Competence-building activities for students to apply chapter concepts and practice public speaking
strategies in the classroom or as take-home assignments; - An accompanying website which is
updated on a regular basis and offers a forum for students to contact the author. Designed for
introductory-level public speaking courses taught at two- and four-year colleges and universities,
this text offers a distinctively practical alternative for students and teachers to achieve consistency
across multiple sections of the public speaking course. An instructor's manual is available on
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request.
  best topics for persuasive speech: Communication For Professionals ANATH LEE WALES,
Book Description: Unlock the power of effective communication with Communication for
Professionals, the second instalment in the Business Professionalism series by Anath Lee Wales. This
essential guide is designed to elevate your communication skills, providing you with the tools needed
to thrive in the modern business world. In this comprehensive book, you'll explore: Introduction to
Business Communication: Learn the foundational concepts, including Encoder/Decoder
Responsibilities, Medium vs. Channel, Barriers to Communication, Strategies for Overcoming
Barriers, and the dynamics of Verbal vs. Non-verbal Communication. Structuring Business
Communication: Understand the structure and lines of communication within an organization, define
your message, analyze your audience, and learn how to effectively structure your communication.
Developing a Business Writing Style: Discover the roles of written communication, characteristics of
good written communication, and strategies to develop an effective writing style. Types of Business
Writing: Master various business writing formats, including Business Letters, Memos, Reports,
Emails, and Online Communication Etiquette, ensuring you can handle any writing scenario with
confidence. Writing for Special Circumstances: Gain insights into tactful writing, delivering bad
news, and crafting persuasive messages tailored to specific contexts. Developing Oral
Communication Skills: Enhance your face-to-face interactions with guidelines for effective oral
communication, speech delivery, and active listening. Doing Business on the Telephone: Learn the
nuances of telephone etiquette, handling difficult callers, and leading effective business
conversations over the phone. Non-verbal Communication: Understand the importance of body
language, physical contact, and presenting a professional image in business settings. Proxemics:
Explore the impact of space, distance, territoriality, crowding, and privacy on business
communication. Developing Effective Presentation Skills: Prepare for public speaking with tips on
managing presentation anxiety, using visual aids, and leveraging technology for impactful
presentations. Conflict and Disagreement in Business Communication: Learn about conflict
resolution values and styles, and strategies for managing cross-cultural communication challenges.
Communication for Professionals is your definitive guide to mastering the art of business
communication. Whether you are a seasoned professional or just starting your career, this book
provides the essential knowledge and skills to communicate effectively and confidently in any
professional setting.
  best topics for persuasive speech: Mastering Public Speaking George L. Grice, John F.
Skinner, 2001 textformat=02>
  best topics for persuasive speech: The Public Speaking Playbook ,
  best topics for persuasive speech: Understanding & Sharing Judy C. Pearson, 1994
  best topics for persuasive speech: The Public Speaking Playbook Teri Kwal Gamble,
Michael W. Gamble, 2020-01-07 The Public Speaking Playbook shows students how to prepare,
practice, and present their public speeches with the highest level of confidence. With a focus on
actively building skills, Teri Kwal Gamble and Michael W. Gamble coach students in the
fundamentals of the public speaking process, using engaging learning modules that allow students
to practice—and improve—their public speaking. The streamlined Third Edition of this best-selling
text succinctly highlights the most important content and essential skills, and includes new
annotated speeches to promote a deeper understanding of effective speech building. The text’s
inclusive and unique playbook analogy encourages students to think critically about what it means to
play fair in public speaking, with a focus on diversity, ethics, and civic engagement. INSTRUCTORS:
The Public Speaking Playbook is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package!
Contact your rep to request a demo. Public Speaking PLUS Public Speaking PLUS integrates this
text′s content with premium videos, a video library, a speech-outlining tool, and GoReact’s
speech-capturing software into one seamless digital solution (Digital Option ISBN:
978-1-5443-3240-6). Learn more. SAGE Coursepacks SAGE Coursepacks makes it easy to import our
quality content into your school’s learning management system (LMS). Learn more. SAGE Edge This



open-access site offers students an impressive array of learning tools and resources. Learn more.
Share with your students: 10 Tips for Overcoming Speech Anxiety
  best topics for persuasive speech: Invitation to Effective Speech Communication John T.
Masterson, Steven A. Beebe, Norman H. Watson, 1989
  best topics for persuasive speech: Understanding and Sharing Judy C. Pearson, Paul
Edward Nelson, 1991
  best topics for persuasive speech: Encyclopedia of Communication Theory Stephen W.
Littlejohn, Karen A. Foss, 2009-08-18 With more than 300 entries, these two volumes provide a
one-stop source for a comprehensive overview of communication theory, offering current
descriptions of theories as well as the background issues and concepts that comprise these theories.
This is the first resource to summarize, in one place, the diversity of theory in the communication
field. Key Themes Applications and Contexts Critical Orientations Cultural Orientations Cybernetic
and Systems Orientations Feminist Orientations Group and Organizational Concepts Information,
Media, and Communication Technology International and Global Concepts Interpersonal Concepts
Non-Western Orientations Paradigms, Traditions, and Schools Philosophical Orientations
Psycho-Cognitive Orientations Rhetorical Orientations Semiotic, Linguistic, and Discursive
Orientations Social/Interactional Orientations Theory, Metatheory, Methodology, and Inquiry
  best topics for persuasive speech: Principles of Effective Speaking William Phillips Sandford,
Willard Hayes Yeager, 1928
  best topics for persuasive speech: Persuasion in Your Life Shawn T. Wahl, Eric Morris,
2021-09-27 This accessible introductory textbook in persuasive communication speaks directly to the
student by focusing on real-life experiences in personal, social, and professional contexts. Through
its use of rhetoric, criticism, and social scientific research, this book helps readers understand,
analyze, and use persuasion in their lives and careers. It explores techniques of verbal and visual
persuasion for use in business and professional communication, health communication, and everyday
life, as well as expanded coverage of persuasion in social movements and social advocacy. It also
pays attention throughout to ethical considerations and to the significance of new media. This
textbook is a student-friendly introduction suitable for use in undergraduate courses in persuasion,
health communication, and business communication. The companion website includes an
instructor’s manual with test questions, sample assignments, web links, and other resources, as well
as PowerPoint slides. Visit www.routledge.com/wahl
  best topics for persuasive speech: Briefs for Debate on Current Political, Economic, and
Social Topics Walter Du Bois Brookings, Ralph Curtis Ringwalt, 1895
  best topics for persuasive speech: Briefs for Debate on Current Political, Economic, and
Social Topics William DuBois Brookings, 1909
  best topics for persuasive speech: Processing Public Speaking A. Kanu, D.A.; S. Durham,
M.A., 2014-04-01 Processing Public Speaking covers all the traditional topics and offers much more,
including chapters on public speaking traditions, public speaking as communication process,
processing the introductory speech, processing technology in public speaking, processing listening,
oral interpretation, analyzing audiences, organizing and outlining speeches, persuasive speaking,
and debating, processing verbal communication, processing nonverbal communication, and delivery,
impromptu speaking and ethics. As an invaluable resource Processing Public Speaking allows
readers to access practical information that describes the production and consumption of
presentations in technical, humanities, and social science, business, and education courses. The
approaches in this text include tailoring public messages by identifying what the audience wants and
needs with adaptation to cultural differences with focus on the public speaking heritage of rhetorical
discourse.
  best topics for persuasive speech: PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION SKILLS BEEBE;
IVY;SCHMIDT;CONAWAY;RICHMOND;MCCROSKEY, 2001
  best topics for persuasive speech: A Speaker's Guidebook Dan O'Hair, Rob Stewart,
Hannah Rubenstein, 2011-10-26 A Speaker’s Guidebook is the best resource in the classroom, on the



job, and in the community. Praised for connecting with students who use and keep it year after year,
this tabbed, comb-bound text covers all the topics typically taught in the introductory course and is
the easiest-to-use public speaking text available. In every edition, hundreds of instructors have
helped us focus on the fundamental challenges of the public speaking classroom. Improving on this
tradition, the fifth edition does even more to address these challenges with stronger coverage of
overcoming speech anxiety, organizing and outlining, and more. And as the realties of public
speaking change, so does A Speaker’s Guidebook; the new edition also focuses on presentational
speaking in a digital world — from finding credible sources online to delivering presentations in a
variety of mediated formats. Read the preface.
  best topics for persuasive speech: Success as an Introvert For Dummies Joan Pastor,
2013-11-22 Thrive as an introvert in an extrovert world Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerberg, and author J.K.
Rowling have more in common than being highly successful. They're also introverts. Success as an
Introvert For Dummies identifies common misunderstandings about introverts and highlights the
strengths often found in people associated with this worldview. Success as an Introvert For
Dummies examines the traits common to introverts and the benefits they bring to both work and life.
You'll learn: how to boost your confidence while learning strategies for successfully living in an
extrovert world; how to understand introversion and where you fall on the introvert/extrovert
continuum; tools to improve relationships with colleagues, partners, friends, and children; ways to
talk less, communicate more, and showcase your abilities at work; how to deal effectively with
parties, interruptions, and crowds; and much more. Offers examples of how introverts can thrive in a
world dominated by extroverts Outlines the positive aspects of introverted personality types
Provides actionable ways to promote introverted qualities in work and life Success as an Introvert
For Dummies is for anyone looking to understand the introvert's worldview and how they fit into a
society dominated by extroverts.
  best topics for persuasive speech: Teaching the Core Skills of Listening and Speaking Erik
Palmer, 2014-03-01 With the Common Core State Standards emphasizing listening and speaking
across the curriculum, these long-neglected language arts are regaining a place in schools. For
teachers, this means reexamining practices and rethinking expectations. How much do we know
about teaching listening and speaking as the complex communication skills they are? How do we
teach students to discuss appropriately, integrate and understand the mountains of information they
receive, and express themselves clearly and effectively? In this lively and practical book, 20-year
teaching veteran Erik Palmer presents an approach aligned to the six Common Core anchor
standards for speaking and listening but focused on preparing students for 21st century
communication inside and beyond the classroom. Here, you'll get concrete guidance for teaching
and assessing * Collaborative discussion * Listening and media literacy * Questioning and reasoning
* Speech presentation * Effective multimedia use * Adapting speech to different content and tasks
With due respect to reading and writing, we do most of our communicating—in the classroom and in
life—through listening and speaking. Filled with examples and specific activities targeted to variety
of subjects and grade levels, this book is an essential resource for all teachers interested in helping
students acquire core skills that cross the content areas and support long-term success.
  best topics for persuasive speech: Oral Communication Kathryn Sue Young, Howard Paul
Travis, 2017-11-10 Every day we communicate in our professional and personal lives to initiate or
improve relationships, get what we want, function in teams, and learn new things. The success of
these interactions depends on the ability to be effective in conveying messages. The Fourth Edition
of this widely used text presents indispensable skills to encode and decode messages, guiding
readers to develop their own communication style. Retaining its concise yet comprehensive
coverage, the latest edition explores digital-age communication techniques and includes sections on
communication privacy management theory and affection exchange theory. Oral Communication,
4/E presents a wide range of introductory topics in an affordable, straightforward, and fun format.
Each chapter opens with clear learning objectives and ends with key terms and discussion questions.
Interactive exercises throughout the book engage readers as they are asked to reflect on previous



experiences, experiment with tools provided to them in the text, react to hypothetical scenarios, and
think critically. Readers will benefit from professional sidebars that illustrate how academic
concepts fit into the careers they will soon enter.
  best topics for persuasive speech: A History of Reasonableness Rick Kennedy, 2004 A defense
of the social operation of thinking, with an emphasis on testimony and authority. This book describes
a lost tradition that can be called reasonableness. The tradition began with Aristotle, was
recommended to Western education by Augustine, flourished in the schools of the Renaissance
through the nineteenth century, then got lost in the academic and philosophic shuffles of the
twentieth century. Representative of the tradition is John Locke's story of a King of Siam who
rejected reports of the existence of ice. The King would have hadto risk too much trust in another
man whom he did not know too well -- a Dutch ambassador -- in order to believe that elephants could
walk on cold water. John Locke presented the story to encourage his readers to think about
theresponsibilities and risks entailed in what he called 'the gentle and fair ways of information.' The
art of thinking is largely social. Popular textbook writers such as Quintilian, Boethius, Philipp
Melanchthon, John of St.Thomas, Antoine Arnauld, Thomas Reid, Isaac Watts, Richard Whately,
William Hamilton, L. Susan Stebbings, and Max Black taught strategies of belief, trust, assent, and
even submission as part of reasonableness. For over two thousand years testimony and authority
were at the center of lively discussions about teaching the art of thinking. In the twentieth century
the tradition faltered largely due to Immanuel Kant's insistence that there should be no distinction
between handling testimony and personal experience. This book recounts the history of a lively
educational tradition and hopes to encourage its revival. Rick Kennedy, whose previous books and
articles have beenabout Colonial American logic, mathematics, and science, is Professor of History
at Point Loma Nazarene University.
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