best upsets in sports history

best upsets in sports history have captivated fans and analysts alike, showcasing moments when
underdogs defied all odds to triumph over favored opponents. These unexpected victories not only
redefine the narratives of tournaments and seasons but also highlight the unpredictable nature of
competitive sports. From historic matchups in football and basketball to astonishing wins in tennis and
boxing, the best upsets in sports history demonstrate the thrilling uncertainty that makes sports so
compelling. This article delves into some of the most remarkable underdog victories, examining what
made them extraordinary and their lasting impact on the sports world. Understanding these iconic
upsets provides insight into the dynamics of competition, resilience, and strategy. The following
sections explore the best upsets across various sports disciplines, emphasizing their significance and

context.

Historic Upsets in Football

Iconic Basketball Underdog Victories

Memorable Tennis Shocks

Unforgettable Boxing Surprises

Notable Upsets in Other Sports

Historic Upsets in Football

Football has produced some of the most dramatic and widely discussed upsets in sports history.

These moments often occur on the biggest stages, such as the FIFA World Cup or major league



playoffs, where expectations are high, and the pressure immense. Underdog teams or players
overcoming dominant opponents have created unforgettable stories that continue to inspire fans

worldwide.

Leicester City’s Premier League Triumph (2015-2016)

One of the most astonishing upsets in football history was Leicester City’s 2015-2016 Premier League
title win. Starting the season with 5000-1 odds to win the league, Leicester defied all predictions by
outperforming football giants like Manchester United, Chelsea, and Arsenal. Their success was
attributed to cohesive teamwork, strategic management by Claudio Ranieri, and outstanding
performances from players like Jamie Vardy and Riyad Mahrez. This upset redefined what was

possible in professional football.

USA vs. England — 1950 FIFA World Cup

In the 1950 World Cup, the United States shocked the football world by defeating England 1-0 in a
match that remains one of the greatest upsets. England was considered a football powerhouse, while
the US team was largely amateur. The victory stunned fans and commentators alike, marking a pivotal

moment in international football history.

Other Noteworthy Football Upsets

* Greece winning UEFA Euro 2004, defeating heavy favorites Portugal.

e North Korea’s victory over ltaly in the 1966 FIFA World Cup.

* David vs. Goliath matches in domestic cup competitions, such as lower league teams beating

top-tier clubs.



Iconic Basketball Underdog Victories

Basketball has witnessed several memorable upsets, particularly in the NBA and NCAA tournaments.
The fast-paced nature of the game allows for momentum swings, which often enable underdogs to pull

off surprise wins against more highly ranked teams.

1985 Villanova Wildcats — NCAA Championship

The Villanova Wildcats entered the 1985 NCAA Tournament as an eighth seed and faced the top-
seeded Georgetown Hoyas in the championship game. Despite being heavy underdogs, Villanova
executed a near-perfect game, shooting an impressive percentage from the field and maintaining

composure to win 66-64. This upset is considered one of the greatest in college basketball history.

Miami Heat vs. Dallas Mavericks — 2006 NBA Finals

The 2006 NBA Finals saw the Miami Heat, led by Dwyane Wade, come back from a 0-2 deficit to
defeat the Dallas Mavericks. While the Mavericks had the better regular-season record and were
favored to win, the Heat’s resilience and Wade’s extraordinary performance secured a stunning

championship upset.

Additional Significant Basketball Upsets

e George Mason’s run to the Final Four in 2006 as an 11th seed.
* The Golden State Warriors’ 2016 playoff comeback against the Oklahoma City Thunder.

¢ Historic buzzer-beater wins by underdog teams in various NCAA tournaments.



Memorable Tennis Shocks

Tennis, with its individual competition format, has seen numerous moments when lower-ranked players
defeat top seeds in major tournaments. These upsets often occur due to a combination of skill, mental

toughness, and sometimes external factors like weather or injuries.

Goran Ivaniéevil:l’s Wimbledon Win (2001)

Goran Ivaniéevi[l’s victory at Wimbledon in 2001 stands as one of tennis’s most remarkable upsets.
Entering as a wildcard ranked 125th in the world, Ivaniéevi[l battled through the draw to win the
prestigious title. His emotional triumph was a testament to perseverance and the unpredictability of

tennis tournaments.

Serena Williams vs. Roberta Vinci — 2015 US Open Semifinal

In a stunning upset, Roberta Vinci defeated Serena Williams, who was on the cusp of a calendar-year
Grand Slam. Vinci’s unexpected win shocked the tennis community and highlighted the depth of

competition in women’s tennis.

Other Notable Tennis Upsets

e Mark Edmondson’s 1976 Australian Open title as a low-ranked player.
e Emma Raducanu’s 2021 US Open win as a qualifier.

¢ David vs. Goliath matches in Grand Slam events where qualifiers or wildcards advance deep

into the tournament.



Unforgettable Boxing Surprises

Boxing history is rich with stunning upsets where underdog fighters have defeated reigning champions
against all expectations. These bouts often become legendary due to their dramatic nature and the

high stakes involved.

James "'Buster” Douglas vs. Mike Tyson (1990)

Arguably the most famous boxing upset occurred when James "Buster" Douglas knocked out Mike
Tyson in 1990. Tyson was undefeated and considered invincible, while Douglas was a 42-1 underdog.

The knockout victory shocked the sports world and remains a defining moment in boxing history.

Leon Spinks vs. Muhammad Ali (197 8)

Leon Spinks' victory over Muhammad Ali for the heavyweight title was another monumental upset. Ali
was a three-time world champion and a global icon. Spinks, relatively inexperienced, stunned fans by

winning the decision and claiming the championship.

Additional Noteworthy Boxing Upsets

e Andy Ruiz Jr.’s 2019 win over Anthony Joshua for the heavyweight title.
e Hasim Rahman’s 2001 knockout of Lennox Lewis.

¢ Historic underdog wins in various weight classes that altered boxing legacies.



Notable Upsets in Other Sports

Beyond football, basketball, tennis, and boxing, other sports have produced unforgettable upsets that
have become part of their respective histories. These moments emphasize the universal appeal and

unpredictability of sports competition.

Miracle on Ice — 1980 Winter Olympics Hockey

The United States men's ice hockey team’s victory over the Soviet Union during the 1980 Winter
Olympics is one of the greatest upsets in sports history. The Soviet team was heavily favored, having
dominated international hockey for years. The young American team’s 4-3 win inspired a nation and

became a symbol of determination and teamwork.

Rulon Gardner Defeats Alexander Karelin — Wrestling 2000 Olympics

In Greco-Roman wrestling at the 2000 Sydney Olympics, Rulon Gardner defeated Alexander Karelin,
who had been undefeated for 13 years and was considered unbeatable. Gardner’s victory is

celebrated as a classic underdog triumph.

Other Remarkable Upsets in Various Sports

e Buster Douglas defeating Mike Tyson in boxing.
¢ Japan’s win over South Africa in the 2015 Rugby World Cup.

¢ Underdog victories in marathon and track events where unknown athletes outperform elite

competitors.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered one of the greatest upsets in sports history?

One of the greatest upsets in sports history is when the United States men's hockey team defeated
the heavily favored Soviet Union team during the 1980 Winter Olympics, an event famously known as

the 'Miracle on Ice.’

Which underdog team won the 1983 Cricket World Cup against all

odds?

India won the 1983 Cricket World Cup in a major upset by defeating the two-time defending
champions West Indies in the final.

What was a major upset in the FIFA World Cup history?

In the 1950 FIFA World Cup, the United States soccer team upset England 1-0, which was considered
one of the biggest shocks in World Cup history.

Has there been a notable upset in the NBA Finals?

Yes, the 2011 NBA Finals saw the Dallas Mavericks defeat the heavily favored Miami Heat, led by

LeBron James, marking one of the biggest upsets in NBA history.

What is a famous upset in college basketball?

One of the most famous upsets in college basketball is when the 15th-seeded Florida Gulf Coast
University defeated the 2nd-seeded Georgetown in the 2013 NCAA Tournament.

Which team pulled off a major upset in the Super Bowl?

The New York Giants pulled off a major upset in Super Bowl XLII by defeating the previously

undefeated New England Patriots, preventing them from completing a perfect season.



What is an iconic upset in tennis history?

In 2004, unseeded Serbian player Novak Djokovic defeated world number one Roger Federer in the

Tennis Masters Cup, marking a significant upset early in his career.

Additional Resources

1. David vs. Goliath: The Greatest Underdog Victories in Sports

This book explores some of the most iconic upsets in sports history, where underdogs defied all odds
to defeat established champions. From Cinderella stories in basketball to shocking football triumphs, it
delves into the strategies, emotions, and moments that defined these epic battles. Readers get a

behind-the-scenes look at what it takes to overcome seemingly insurmountable challenges.

2. Against All Odds: Legendary Sports Upsets That Changed the Game

"Against All Odds" chronicles a collection of unforgettable upsets that stunned fans and altered the
course of sports history. Each chapter breaks down the game-changing plays and key figures
responsible for these stunning victories. The book also considers the broader impact of these events

on teams, leagues, and fan culture.

3. The Ultimate Underdogs: Stories of Sports’ Greatest Shockers

Focusing on underdog teams and athletes who shocked the world, this book offers compelling
narratives filled with grit, determination, and surprise. It covers a wide range of sports including soccer,
tennis, and boxing. Personal interviews and expert commentary enrich the storytelling, making it both

inspiring and informative.

4. Unthinkable Upsets: When the Giants Fall in Sports History

This gripping account highlights moments when dominant teams and champions were unexpectedly
toppled. The book examines the psychological and tactical elements that contributed to these stunning
outcomes. It also reflects on how these upsets have become legendary tales passed down through

generations of sports fans.



5. Shockwaves: The Most Stunning Upsets in Sports History

"Shockwaves" captures the electrifying moments when underdogs sent shockwaves through the sports
world with unforeseen victories. Featuring detailed game analyses and vivid storytelling, it paints a
picture of the drama and excitement that accompanies every upset. The book is a celebration of

unpredictability and passion in sports.

6. The Miracle Games: Iconic Upsets That Defied Expectations
This book focuses on “miracle” games across various sports where the improbable became reality. It
documents the key players, critical moments, and the societal backdrop that made these wins so

memorable. Readers gain insight into how these events inspired fans and reshaped team legacies.

7. Underdog Triumphs: The Best Upsets in Sports History

A comprehensive collection of stories detailing some of the most surprising and thrilling upsets ever
recorded. From underfunded teams to overlooked athletes, this book celebrates those who rose above
their limits. It also discusses the cultural significance and lasting impact of these victories on sports

history.

8. Breaking the Odds: Historic Upsets in Competitive Sports
"Breaking the Odds" explores the science and unpredictability behind major sports upsets. It includes
statistical analyses, expert insights, and firsthand accounts from players and coaches. The book offers

a unique perspective on how preparation and chance intersect to create unforgettable moments.

9. Underdogs Unleashed: The Greatest Upsets That Shook the Sports World

This thrilling narrative highlights the stories of teams and athletes who overcame overwhelming odds to
claim victory. It provides a dynamic mix of action-packed recaps and personal stories, revealing the
human spirit behind these sports miracles. Perfect for fans who love dramatic, inspiring tales of

perseverance and success.

Best Upsets In Sports History

Find other PDF articles:


https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-106/Book?title=best-upsets-in-sports-history.pdf&trackid=aEu13-6633

-103/Book?dataid=hvo60-6159&title=behavioral-medici

ne-montgomery-al.pdf

best upsets in sports history: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Sports History & Trivia
Mike McGovern, 2001-09-01 For the sports fan, this guide offers fascinating facts and tidbits on
baseball, football, basketball, hockey, the Olympic Games, tennis, figure skating, soccer, and more.
It contains special sections on women's sports, young people's sports, and the Special Olympics, and
includes listings of winners of the World Series, the Super Bowl, the Stanley Cup, and other major
competetions.

best upsets in sports history: The Eternal Present of Sport Daniel A. Grano, 2017-06 In his
persuasive study The Eternal Present of Sport, Daniel Grano rethinks the sport-religion relationship
by positioning sport as a source of theological trouble. Focusing on bodies, time, movement, and
memory, he demonstrates how negative theology can be practically and theoretically useful as a
critique of elite televised sport. Grano asserts that it is precisely through sport’s highest religious
ideals that controversies are taking shape and constituting points of political and social rupture. He
examines issues of transcendence, “legacy”—e.g., “greatest ever,” or “all-time”—and “witnessing”
through instant replay, which undermine institutional authority. Grano also reflects on elite athletes
representing especially powerful embodiments of religious and social conflict, including around
issues related to gender, sexuality, ability doping, traumatic brain injury, and institutional greed.
Elite sport is in a period of profound crisis. It is through the ideals Grano analyzes that we can
imagine a radically alternative future for elite sport.

best upsets in sports history: Coming Up Clutch Matt Doeden, 2019

best upsets in sports history: Sports Broadcasting Kevin Hull, 2021-11-23 With the thrill of
the game and the excitement of documenting captivating moments for sports history, sports
broadcasting is one of the most desired jobs among sports and journalism professionals. Designed to
provide students with the skills to be successful in their careers, Sports Broadcasting With HKPropel
Access is a comprehensive look at the field, with coverage of all aspects of the job that an entry-level
sports broadcaster will need to know about. The text begins with the history and background of the
sports broadcasting industry. Students will next learn about modern topics that are critical in the
business today, with an overview of the various outlets, including television, radio, streaming, and
podcasting. They will then dive into lessons on the skills every sportscaster needs for success,
including conducting in-person and remote interviews of coaches and players, writing for broadcast
versus writing for other channels such as web and mobile devices, shooting games or events,
producing a sportscast, and editing video for broadcast. The career demands of both television and
radio broadcasting are explored, and the increasing popularity of podcasting and streaming is
examined. Students will journey through the steps involved in preparing for a live sports production,
including play-by-play for radio and television, color commentary, and sideline reporting. A look into
the different types of social media and their impact on sports broadcasting is followed by tips and
advice on creating an effective social media presence and best practices for using social media as a
sports broadcaster. The final chapters prepare students to pursue a career in sports
broadcasting—offering practical advice on preparing resumes, portfolios, and job searching—and
discuss issues and ethics relevant to modern-day sports broadcasting. Throughout the text, Major
Moments sidebars discuss defining moments in the history of sports broadcasting and their impact
on the field today, while Pro Advice sidebars feature interviews with sports broadcasting
professionals and offer career tips and practical advice. Related online learning aids and activities
delivered through HKPropel further the learning experience. These include key term flash cards and
downloadable worksheets. Video lessons and audio clips demonstrate skills covered in the text, such
as setting up for an interview, capturing footage with a cell phone camera, and preparing for a
broadcast. Student activities related to the video can be assigned and tracked by instructors through
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HKPropel, while writing prompts and a video editing assignment provide valuable hands-on
experience in tasks students will need to be successful in their careers. With Sports Broadcasting,
students will gain the knowledge and practical skills they need to be a well-rounded broadcaster in
any segment of the field. Note: A code for accessing HKPropel is not included with this ebook but
may be purchased separately.

best upsets in sports history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2025 James Buckley, 2024-12-24
The ultimate book for young sports fans is back with the past year's top sports stories. Look back on
another year in sports with Scholastic, featuring exciting and all-new coverage for 2024.

best upsets in sports history: Sports in American Life Richard O. Davies, 2016-05-23 The third
edition of author Richard O. Davies' highly praised narrative of American sports, Sports in American
Life: A History, features extensive revisions and updates to its presentation of an interpretative
history of the relationship of sports to the larger themes of U.S. history. Updated include a new
section on concussions caused by contact sports and new biographies of John Wooden and Joe
Paterno. Features extensive revisions and updates, along with a leaner, faster-paced narrative than
previous editions Addresses the social, economic, and cultural interaction between sports and
gender, race, class, and other larger issues Provides expanded coverage of college sports, women in
sports, race and racism in organized sports, and soccer's sharp rise in popularity Features an all-new
section that tackles the growing controversy of head injuries and concussions caused by contact
sports

best upsets in sports history: Best Chicago Sports Arguments John Mullin, 2009-12 Every
Chicago fan knows that the only thing better than watching sports is arguing about them-picking the
best, the worst and who will come out on top. And no city tears its sports teams apart like we do in
the Windy City! Veteran Chicago sportswriter John Moon Mullin takes you inside the 100 best
debates in Chicago sports. Covering the Bears, Cubs, Sox, Bulls, Blackhawks and beyond, every
question you want to debate is here-as well as a few surprises. Arguments include: Who wins?
Butkus vs. Payton. Sayers vs. Urlacher Who is the best Chicago announcer? Jack, Harry...or? NBA's
best? Jordan's Bulls, Magic's Lakers or Bird's Celtics? Who really killed the '85 Bears? Was it just
McCaskey? The Ultimate Bears Coach? Papa Bear or Da Coach? Who does Chicago most love to
hate? A Piston, a Packer or one of our own?

best upsets in sports history: The Encyclopedia of Sixties Cool Chris Strodder, 2007-03-01
The Encyclopedia of Sixties Cool profiles over 250 of the most intriguing personalities of the 1960s.
The men and women covered in the book include a wide range of celebrities—from well-known
superstars (the Beatles, Dustin Hoffman, Muhammad Ali) to lesser-known icons (Nico, Terry
Southern, Bo Belinsky)—who had a significant impact on popular culture. The figures include
musicians, actors, directors, artists, athletes, politicians, writers, astronauts . . . anyone and
everyone who made the sixties the most influential decade of the twentieth century! Over 200
vintage photographs and more than fifty sidebars are featured throughout the text. The sidebars
include lists of Best Picture winners, great quarterbacks, Playmates of the Year, memorable TV
theme songs, favorite toys, Disneyland rides, Wimbledon champions, groovy screen cars, surf stars,
Indy 500 winners, cool cartoons, sci-fi classics, Bond girls, “bubblegum” hits, beach-movie cameos,
and legendary concerts. A “what happened on this day” calendar highlighting landmark events in
the lives of those profiled appears on every page. Entertaining and enlightening, The Encyclopedia
of Sixties Cool is truly a celebration of the grooviest people, events, and artifacts of the 1960s!

best upsets in sports history: Detroit's Boxing Legends: From the Past to the Present
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-06 Detroit's boxing history is a rich and storied one, with the city
producing some of the greatest fighters in the world. From Joe Louis to Thomas Hearns, Detroit
boxers have thrilled fans with their skill, determination, and courage. In this book, we take a journey
through the history of Detroit boxing, from the early days of the sport to the present day. We meet
some of the legendary fighters who have come from Detroit, and we learn about the venues where
they fought. We also explore the impact that boxing has had on the city of Detroit, both positive and
negative. Detroit boxing is a story of triumph and tragedy, of hope and despair. It is a story that is



still being written. But one thing is for sure: Detroit boxing is a story that deserves to be told. In this
book, you will learn about: * The early days of boxing in Detroit, and the rise of Joe Louis * The
Kronk Gym era, and the dominance of Thomas Hearns * The impact of boxing on the city of Detroit,
both positive and negative * The future of boxing in Detroit Whether you are a boxing fan or simply a
fan of Detroit history, this book is a must-read. It is a comprehensive and engaging look at one of the
most storied boxing cities in the world. If you like this book, write a review!

best upsets in sports history: The 1960s in Sports , Miles Coverdale Jr., 2020-04-27 This
book includes the most significant sporting events of the 1960s, covering all the moments that
generated tremendous growth in professional and college sports in America during this decade. It
features stories such as Roger Maris breaking Babe Ruth’s home run record, Wilt Chamberlain
scoring 100 points, and Muhammad Ali beating Sonny Liston. Sports became a national obsession in
the 1960s as people tuned in on their new televisions to watch the exploits of some of the most
legendary athletes and teams in history. It was the decade of Mickey Mantle, Jim Brown, Bill Russell,
Bobby Hull, and Arnold Palmer, the decade when the Celtics dominated basketball, Joe Namath
delivered on his Super Bowl guarantee, and the Miracle Mets won the World Series. In The 1960s in
Sports: A Decade of Change, Miles Coverdale looks back at what was arguably the greatest decade
in sports history, when the sports world of today began to take shape during a very tumultuous
period of American history. At the start of the decade, thirteen years after Jackie Robinson broke the
color barrier in baseball, major league rosters were still populated mostly by white Americans. The
NFL and NBA were struggling financially and were much less popular than college football and
basketball. The Olympics were still open only to amateur athletes. But the sports landscape changed
dramatically in the 1960s. Coverdale traces this development by covering the significant events and
iconic players of the decade, including stars such as Sandy Koufax, Johnny Unitas, Bobby Orr, and
Jack Nicklaus. There were great teams and incredible rivalries, and professional and college sports
alike expanded and thrived. Featuring over 70 photos of legendary athletes and memorable
moments, The 1960s in Sports transports the reader back to a golden age in sports. With additional
coverage of important historical events such as the Cold War, Vietnam, and the Civil Rights
Movement, this book also reveals how social and political events impacted the sports world, making
it an invaluable resource for anyone interested in this significant decade.

best upsets in sports history: Total Hockey Todd Kortemeier, 2016-12-15 This title explores
everything a young reader would want to know about hockey, from Stanley Cup shootouts to frolics
on a frozen pond. The title also features informative sidebars, a glossary, and further resources.
SportsZone is an imprint of Abdo Publishing Company.

best upsets in sports history: Modern Sports around the World David Asa Schwartz,
2021-06-14 This superbly written volume will appeal to sports and physical education students;
researchers in foreign policy, gender studies, history, politics, sociology, and technology; and
general high school and college readers who enjoy the odd sports history factoid. - Library Journal
Sports have become an international spectacle that influences nations' foreign policy, world
economies, and regional morale. Hundreds of billions of dollars are at stake as governments and
multinational corporations rush to make sure they have a place at the table. And yet, sports come
from humble beginnings. We are fascinated by who can run the fastest, lift the most weight, jump
the highest, swim the farthest, and act with the most precision. The history of sports is the history of
the world. Each chapter features one sport and details that sport's origins, global migration,
economic forces, media influences, political environment, pop-culture inspirations, scandalous
moments, and key individuals. Sports history is a tapestry of sociological variables; this text weaves
them together to create a unique history book that explains not only where humanity has been, but
where it might be going.

best upsets in sports history: Leading at a Higher Level Ken Blanchard, 2018-11-08 40
Years of Breakthrough Leadership Insights in One Extraordinary Book! From The One Minute
Manager® to Raving Fans, Ken Blanchard’s books have helped millions of people unleash their
power and the potential of everyone around them. For 40 years, The Ken Blanchard Companies®



has helped thousands of organizations become more people oriented, customer centered,
performance driven, and socially responsible. Now, in this fully updated third edition of Leading at a
Higher Level, Blanchard and his colleagues bring together all they’ve learned about world-class
leadership, including brand new chapters on building a high-trust workplace, collaborating for high
performance, driving success through mentoring, and leading at the organizational level. You'll
discover how to create targets and visions based on the “quadruple bottom line” and make sure
people know who you are, where you're going, and the values that will guide your journey. Leading
at a Higher Level presents the definitive discussion about using SLII®-the most widely used
leadership model in the world-to lead yourself, individuals, teams, and entire organizations. More
important, you'll learn how to dig deep within, discover the personal “leadership point of view” all
great leaders possess, and apply it throughout your entire life. This book will guide you, inspire you,
provoke you, and be your touchstone. Discover how to... Go beyond the short term and zero in on the
right target and vision Eliminate the gap between your company’s stated values and actual behavior
Deliver legendary, maniacal customer service and earn raving fans Truly empower your people and
unleash their incredible potential Create a coaching culture that boosts performance at every level
Ground your leadership in humility and focus on the greater good Leading at a Higher Level is for
everyone who wants to become a better leader in any company, any organization, any area of life.
“Leading at a Higher Level makes clear that respect and integrity aren’t pleasant-sounding options;
they are essential criteria for an organization’s survival. As inspiring as it is instructive, this book
belongs in every leader’s core curriculum.” -WARREN BENNIS, bestselling author of Leaders and
On Becoming a Leader “If you want to have a great company, you don’t have a choice but to lead at
a higher level. When you do that, you excite your people, they take care of your customers, and your
cash register goes ca-ching.” -HORST SCHULZE, Vice President and CEO, The West Paces Hotel
Group, LLC; Founding and former President & COO, The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, LLC

best upsets in sports history: Ralph Kiner Robert P. Broadwater, 2016-04-13 Ralph Kiner
(1922-2014) was one of the most feared power hitters of his era. Babe Ruth predicted Kiner would
be the slugger most likely to break Ruth's single season home run record. While the left fielder from
New Mexico missed that mark, he did break one of the Babe's records, leading his league in home
runs for seven consecutive seasons--a record unbroken since. Kiner set his records while playing for
some of the worst teams ever to take the field. With little support in the Pittsburgh Pirates lineup,
pitchers were often able to work around Kiner, walking him dozens of times per season. Despite this,
Kiner made them pay for their mistakes, sending towering flies over the fences. After just 10 years in
the league, Kiner's career on the field was cut short by chronic back pain. At retirement, his 369
home runs placed him sixth on the all-time list. He didn't leave baseball, however, serving as general
manager of a minor league team and later announcing for the newly formed New York Mets in 1962,
where he would be the voice of the team for more than fifty years. This is his story.

best upsets in sports history: Our Game Charles C. Alexander, 2013-11-05 This entertaining
history blends anecdote, incident, and analysis as it chronicles the story of our national pastime.
Charles C. Alexander covers the advent of the first professional baseball leagues, the game's surge
in the early twentieth century, the Golden Twenties and the Gray Thirties, the breaking of the color
line in the late forties, and the game's expansion to its current status as a premier team sport. He
describes changing playing styles and outstanding teams and personalities but also demonstrates
the many connections between baseball--as game, sport, and business--and the evolution of tastes,
values, and institutions in the United States.

best upsets in sports history: Men of Massachusetts August C. Bolino, 2012-08-06 As one of
the original Thirteen Colonies and birthplace of the American Revolution, Massachusetts has
continued the rich tradition of liberty throughout its storied history, becoming a primary contributor
to many fields of human endeavor in American society. Massachusetts native August C. Bolino
profiles two hundred significant historical personages from this state in Men of Massachusetts.
Beginning with a brief history, Bolino traces the role individual men have played throughout the
states nearly four-hundred-year history, offering a concise and informative profile of each one. He



discusses how Massachusetts has been a leader in reform movements, including education, the
abolition of slavery, and womens and African American suffrage. In addition, Bolino depicts how
people of Massachusetts spread culture in literature, music, entertainment, and sports, championed
liberty, encouraged entrepreneurship, and paved the way for us in the twenty-first century. Profiles
include such storied figures as John Adams and Oliver Wendell Holmes, Henry David Thoreau and
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Elias Howe and Calvin Coolidge, and, of course, the Kennedy family. A true
testament to the remarkable achievements of the people of Massachusetts, this compendium shows
the fruits of true liberal philosophy.

best upsets in sports history: American Football Unleashed: A Comprehensive Guide Marcus
B. Cole, 2023-01-01 Football is a game of inches, but those inches can make all the difference
between winning and losing. Discover the exciting world of American football with this
all-encompassing guide to the game! American Football Unleashed: A Comprehensive Guide is your
ultimate resource for understanding and appreciating the intricacies and strategies of the beloved
American sport. Whether you're a beginner, a seasoned fan, or an aspiring player, this book will
provide you with everything you need to know about American football. Dive deep into the origins of
the game, exploring its history, and learn about the legendary players who have left their mark on
the gridiron. Understand the different positions and their responsibilities on the field, the various
formations, and the strategies employed by successful teams. Gain insight into the essential
equipment and gear, along with guidelines for selecting and maintaining them. Learn about the
various football leagues, from high school to professional levels, and the role they play in shaping
the sport. Get tips and advice on football training and conditioning to help you excel on the field, and
study the importance of teamwork and leadership in achieving success. In American Football
Unleashed, you'll find detailed chapters on: The history and evolution of American football
Understanding the game: rules, positions, and scoring Offensive and defensive strategies In-depth
analysis of formations and plays The role of special teams in the game Football leagues and their
structures Coaching and mentoring for success Football training, conditioning, and injury prevention
Essential equipment and gear for players The importance of teamwork and leadership And much
more! Whether you're looking to sharpen your knowledge of the game, develop your skills as a
player, or simply enjoy a richer understanding of the sport you love, American Football Unleashed: A
Comprehensive Guide is the perfect companion for your football journey. Don't miss out on this
opportunity to unlock the secrets of America's favorite pastime—grab your copy today! Contents:
History of American Football Origins and early development Evolution of rules and gameplay Growth
of professional and college football Understanding the Game Objectives and scoring Field
dimensions and markings Key terms and jargon Positions and Player Roles Offensive positions
Defensive positions Special teams Basic Offensive Strategies Running game Passing game
Play-action and trick plays Basic Defensive Strategies Man-to-man defense Zone defense Blitzing
and pass rush The Quarterback Role and responsibilities Styles of play Great quarterbacks in history
The Offensive Line Position breakdown and responsibilities Techniques and skills Importance of the
O-line The Defensive Line Position breakdown and responsibilities Pass rushing and run stopping
Impact players Linebackers and Secondary Role and responsibilities Coverage and tackling skills
Legendary players The Running Backs Types of running backs Ball carrying and blocking Notable
running backs in history The Wide Receivers Types of wide receivers Route running and catching
All-time greats Special Teams Kickers and punters Return specialists Long snappers and coverage
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