
best hawaii history books

best hawaii history books offer a fascinating glimpse into the rich cultural, political, and social
heritage of the Hawaiian Islands. From ancient Polynesian voyagers to the modern statehood era,
these books provide comprehensive insights into Hawaii’s unique historical journey. Whether
exploring the indigenous traditions, the impact of European contact, or the islands’ role in global
events, the best Hawaii history books serve as essential resources for scholars, students, and history
enthusiasts alike. This article will explore a curated selection of authoritative works that highlight
various aspects of Hawaii’s past, emphasizing both narrative depth and scholarly rigor. Readers will
discover key titles that cover diverse topics such as native Hawaiian culture, missionary influences,
the overthrow of the monarchy, and the islands’ integration into the United States. Below is a detailed
table of contents outlining the main sections of this guide to the best Hawaii history books.
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Key Themes in Hawaii History Literature
The best Hawaii history books encompass a variety of themes that reflect the islands’ complex past.
Central topics often include indigenous Hawaiian culture and traditions, the arrival of European
explorers, the influence of Christian missionaries, political upheavals such as the overthrow of the
Hawaiian monarchy, and Hawaii’s eventual annexation by the United States. Social history,
environmental changes, and the impact of tourism and globalization are also common focuses. These
themes help readers understand the transformations that shaped Hawaii from a sovereign kingdom to
a U.S. state.

Indigenous Hawaiian Culture and Society
Many authoritative books delve into the ancient Hawaiian way of life, emphasizing the islands’ rich
oral traditions, religious practices, and social structures. These accounts explore the significance of
the ‘ahupua‘a land division system, the role of ali‘i (chiefs), and the importance of mo‘olelo (stories) in
preserving history. They also examine how native Hawaiians adapted to their environment over
centuries, developing sustainable agricultural practices and navigation skills.



European Contact and Missionary Influence
The arrival of Captain James Cook in 1778 marked a pivotal moment in Hawaiian history. Subsequent
contact with missionaries and traders introduced new religions, technologies, and political ideas. The
best Hawaii history books analyze these interactions, highlighting both the positive and negative
consequences for native populations. Missionary activities, in particular, played a significant role in
altering Hawaiian society, language, and governance.

Top Recommended Books on Ancient and Pre-Contact
Hawaii
Books focusing on pre-contact Hawaii provide foundational knowledge about the islands before
Western influence. These works often rely on archaeological evidence, oral histories, and early
accounts to reconstruct ancient Hawaiian life.

“Hawaiian Antiquities” by David Malo – A classic text offering one of the earliest1.
comprehensive accounts of traditional Hawaiian culture and mythology, written by a native
Hawaiian scholar in the 19th century.

“The Polynesian Family System in Ka-ʻu, Hawaiʻi” by E.S. Craighill Handy and Mary2.
Kawena Pukui – This detailed ethnographic study explores family structures and social
organization in ancient Hawaii.

“Native Planters: Hawaiian Agriculture” by Andrew P. Vayda – An examination of3.
indigenous farming techniques and environmental management prior to Western contact.

Significance of Oral Traditions
Pre-contact Hawaii history books emphasize the role of chants, genealogies, and legends as vital
sources for understanding the islands’ past. These oral traditions have been preserved and studied
extensively to reconstruct ancient Hawaiian worldviews and historical events.

Essential Reads on Missionary and Monarchical Periods
The period of missionary arrival and the Hawaiian monarchy’s reign is critical for comprehending
political and cultural shifts. The best Hawaii history books in this category explore the complex
dynamics between native rulers, foreign advisors, and religious figures.

“Shoal of Time: A History of the Hawaiian Islands” by Gavan Daws – A comprehensive1.
narrative covering Hawaii’s history from ancient times through the monarchy and beyond.

“Hawaiian Kingdom 1778–1854, Foundation and Transformation” by Ralph S.2.



Kuykendall – A detailed study of the kingdom’s formation and early years under Kamehameha
I and his successors.

“Aloha Betrayed: Native Hawaiian Resistance to American Colonialism” by Noenoe K.3.
Silva – This book discusses native political movements and responses to missionary and
colonial pressures.

Missionary Impact on Hawaiian Language and Politics
Missionaries introduced the written Hawaiian language and Western educational systems, which
profoundly affected the islands’ governance and society. The best Hawaii history books analyze how
these changes influenced the monarchy’s modernization efforts and legal reforms.

Books Covering the Overthrow and Annexation of
Hawaii
The overthrow of Queen Liliʻuokalani in 1893 and Hawaii’s subsequent annexation by the United
States are pivotal events extensively documented in historical literature. These books provide critical
perspectives on political intrigue, international diplomacy, and native Hawaiian resistance.

“Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq” by Stephen1.
Kinzer – Examines the 1893 overthrow within the broader context of American foreign
interventions.

“Broken Trust: Greed, Mismanagement, And Political Manipulation at America’s2.
Largest Charitable Trust” by Dennis Francis – Discusses the political and economic
ramifications of annexation, including native Hawaiian land issues.

“The Hawaiian Kingdom” by Ralph S. Kuykendall (Vol. 3) – Covers the kingdom’s final3.
years and the overthrow in detail.

Native Hawaiian Perspectives on Annexation
Several of the best Hawaii history books incorporate native voices and documents, highlighting
opposition to annexation and efforts to restore sovereignty. These perspectives are crucial for
understanding the lasting legacy of these events.

Modern Histories and Contemporary Perspectives
Contemporary history books explore Hawaii’s development as a U.S. state, its economic
transformations, and ongoing cultural revitalization movements. These works often address tourism,



environmental concerns, and political activism among native Hawaiians.

“Hawaii’s Story by Hawaii’s Queen” by Liliʻuokalani – Although written earlier, this1.
autobiographical work provides insight into 20th-century perspectives from the last reigning
monarch.

“The Value of Hawaii: Knowing the Past, Shaping the Future” edited by Craig Howes2.
and Jon Osorio – A collection of essays addressing contemporary issues rooted in historical
contexts.

“From a Native Daughter: Colonialism and Sovereignty in Hawaiʻi” by Haunani-Kay3.
Trask – A critical examination of colonial legacies and native resistance in modern Hawaii.

Cultural Revitalization and Sovereignty Movements
The best Hawaii history books also document the resurgence of native Hawaiian language and
culture, as well as political efforts advocating for sovereignty and self-determination. These
movements are integral to understanding Hawaii’s evolving identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the best books to learn about Hawaiian
history?
Some of the best books to learn about Hawaiian history include 'Shoal of Time: A History of the
Hawaiian Islands' by Gavan Daws, 'Hawaiian History: An Annotated Bibliography' by Dorothy Barrère,
and 'A Concise History of the Hawaiian Islands' by Patrick Vinton Kirch.

Which book offers a comprehensive overview of Hawaii's
monarchy era?
'Shoal of Time: A History of the Hawaiian Islands' by Gavan Daws is widely regarded as an excellent
resource that provides a detailed and comprehensive overview of Hawaii's monarchy era.

Are there any books that focus on the native Hawaiian
perspective in history?
Yes, 'Hawaiian History: An Annotated Bibliography' by Dorothy Barrère and 'Native Land and Foreign
Desires: The Hawaiian Land Question, 1778-1898' by Jon M. Van Dyke offer insights into Hawaiian
history from the native perspective.



Which books cover the impact of Western contact on Hawaii?
Books like 'Shoal of Time' by Gavan Daws and 'Lost Kingdom: Hawaii's Last Queen, the Sugar Kings
and America's First Imperial Adventure' by Julia Flynn Siler explore the profound impact of Western
contact on Hawaii's culture and politics.

Can you recommend any recent publications about Hawaiian
history?
Recent notable publications include 'The Value of Hawaii: Knowing the Past, Shaping the Future'
edited by Jon M. Van Dyke and 'Hawaii's Story by Hawaii's Queen' by Liliuokalani, which has been
reprinted with new commentary and remains relevant.

Which book is good for beginners interested in Hawaiian
history?
'A Concise History of the Hawaiian Islands' by Patrick Vinton Kirch is an accessible and well-structured
book that is great for beginners wanting to understand the broad sweep of Hawaiian history.

Additional Resources
1.


