
besties in korean language

besties in korean language is a popular phrase that captures the essence of close friendship in
Korean culture. Understanding how to express the concept of "besties" or best friends in Korean
involves exploring various terms, cultural nuances, and appropriate contexts. This article delves into
the most common Korean words for best friends, their meanings, and how Koreans perceive
friendship. Additionally, it covers useful phrases and expressions to use with your besties in Korean,
enhancing your language skills and cultural comprehension. Whether you are learning Korean for
travel, communication, or cultural interest, this comprehensive guide will provide valuable insights
into the concept of best friendship in the Korean language. The following sections will cover key
vocabulary, cultural significance, conversational usage, and tips for engaging with Korean speakers
about friendship.

Common Korean Words for Besties

Cultural Significance of Friendship in Korea

Expressions and Phrases to Use with Besties

How to Address Your Bestie in Different Contexts

Tips for Learning Korean Friendship Vocabulary

Common Korean Words for Besties
In Korean, several words capture the idea of "besties" or close friends, each with slight nuances. The
most straightforward term for best friend is 친구 (chingu), which means "friend." However, to
specifically indicate a best friend or close companion, Koreans use different expressions depending
on the context and level of intimacy.

친한 친구 (Chinhan Chingu)
The phrase 친한 친구 translates to "close friend" or "intimate friend." This term is commonly used to
describe someone with whom you share a strong bond, often similar to the English "best friend."

절친 (Jeolchin)
절친 is a shortened form of 절친한 친구, meaning "best friend" or "dearest friend." This term is widely used
in casual speech and social media among younger generations to refer to their closest friends or
besties.



베프 (Beppeu)
베프 is a Korean slang abbreviation derived from the English phrase "best friend." It is popular among
teenagers and young adults in informal settings and online conversations.

친구 사이 (Chingu Sai)
The phrase 친구 사이 means "between friends" and is often used to describe the relationship or
closeness between two friends, implying a bond that can range from casual to very close.

친구 (chingu) – friend

친한 친구 (chinhan chingu) – close friend

절친 (jeolchin) – best friend

베프 (beppeu) – best friend (slang)

단짝 (danjjak) – bosom buddy or inseparable friend

Cultural Significance of Friendship in Korea
Friendship holds an important place in Korean society, often influenced by Confucian values
emphasizing respect, loyalty, and harmony. The concept of besties or close friends in Korea goes
beyond casual acquaintance and involves mutual trust, support, and long-term commitment.

Importance of Loyalty and Trust
Koreans value loyalty highly in friendships. Close friends, or besties, are expected to be reliable and
supportive during both good and bad times. This cultural expectation strengthens the bonds
between best friends and creates lifelong relationships.

Group Dynamics and Friendship
In Korea, friendships often exist within groups rather than just between individuals. These groups,
such as classmates or colleagues, form tight-knit circles where besties emerge naturally through
shared experiences and social activities.

Language Reflecting Hierarchy and Respect
The Korean language itself reflects social hierarchies, so even among friends, the way one addresses
another may change depending on age and social status. This nuance influences how besties



communicate, often balancing casual and respectful tones.

Expressions and Phrases to Use with Besties
Using the right expressions can deepen your connection with Korean besties and make interactions
more natural. Several common phrases express affection, gratitude, and camaraderie among close
friends.

친구야 (Chinguya)
This is a casual way to call a friend, often used among besties. The suffix 야 is attached to a name or
noun to indicate familiarity and affection.

고마워, 베프! (Gomawo, Beppeu!)
This phrase means "Thank you, bestie!" and is a friendly way to show appreciation to your close
friend.

우리 항상 함께하자 (Uri hangsang hamkke haja)
Translating to "Let's always be together," this phrase expresses a desire to maintain a lasting
friendship with your bestie.

너는 내 절친이야 (Neoneun nae jeolchiniya)
This means "You are my best friend," a straightforward and heartfelt expression to affirm your bond.

친구야, 잘 지냈어? (Chinguya, jal jinaesseo?) – Hey friend, how have you been?

너랑 있으면 즐거워 (Neorang isseumyeon jeulgeowo) – I have fun when I’m with you.

우리 언제 다시 만나? (Uri eonje dasi manna?) – When will we meet again?

How to Address Your Bestie in Different Contexts
The manner of addressing best friends in Korean varies based on formality, age, and social context.
Understanding these differences is essential for respectful and effective communication.



Informal Settings
Among peers of the same age, especially young people, informal terms like 친구야 or simply using the
name with the suffix 야 or 아 is common. Slang terms like 베프 and casual nicknames are also popular.

Formal or Respectful Contexts
When addressing older friends or in more formal situations, Koreans may avoid overly casual
language. Instead, they use polite speech endings or refer to the friend by their full name or title to
maintain respect.

Written Communication
Texting or online chatting between besties often includes slang, emojis, and shortened forms like 베프.
However, in written letters or formal communication, more respectful language is preferred.

Tips for Learning Korean Friendship Vocabulary
Mastering vocabulary related to besties in Korean enhances both language skills and cultural
understanding. The following tips facilitate effective learning and usage.

Practice Contextual Usage
Learn new words in context by engaging in conversations or consuming Korean media that depict
friendships. This approach helps grasp nuances and appropriate usage.

Use Flashcards and Repetition
Create flashcards with Korean friendship terms and review them regularly to reinforce memory and
recall.

Engage with Native Speakers
Communicating with Korean speakers enables practical application of friendship vocabulary and
provides immediate feedback on pronunciation and usage.

Understand Cultural Nuances
Studying Korean culture alongside language learning enriches comprehension of how friendship
terms are used and perceived.



Join language exchange groups focused on Korean

Watch Korean dramas and variety shows featuring friends

Practice writing sentences using new vocabulary

Use language apps with conversational practice

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Korean word for 'besties'?
The Korean word for 'besties' is '절친' (jeolchin), which means close or best friends.

How do you say 'best friend' in Korean?
You can say 'best friend' in Korean as '베스트 프렌드' (beseuteu peuren-deu) or more commonly '절친'
(jeolchin).

Are there any slang terms for besties in Korean?
Yes, Korean youth often use '친구' (chingu) for friend and '절친' (jeolchin) for best friend; sometimes '찐친'
(jjinchin) is used, meaning 'real friend.'

How do Koreans celebrate friendship with their besties?
Koreans often celebrate friendship by giving friendship gifts, going out to eat together, and using
social media to share moments with their besties.

Can you use 'besties' in formal Korean?
In formal Korean, it is better to use '친한 친구' (chinhan chingu) meaning 'close friend' rather than slang
like '절친.'

How to say 'My bestie and I' in Korean?
You can say '나의 절친과 나' (naui jeolchingwa na) or simply '내 절친이랑 나' (nae jeolchinirang na).

What is the cultural significance of best friends in Korea?
In Korea, best friends often form strong bonds similar to family, and these relationships are highly
valued and celebrated throughout life.



Are there popular Korean dramas or songs about besties?
Yes, many Korean dramas and songs focus on friendship themes, such as the drama 'Reply 1988' and
songs like 'Friend' by BTS, highlighting the importance of besties.

Additional Resources
1. 친구, 영원한 우리 이야기
이 책은 오랜 시간 함께한 두 친구의 우정을 다룹니다. 서로의 기쁨과 슬픔을 나누며 성장하는 모습을 진솔하게 그렸습니다. 진정한 친구란 무엇인지 다시 한번 생각하게 만드는 따뜻
한 이야기입니다.

2. 우리들의 비밀 일기
청소년 두 친구가 함께 쓴 비밀 일기를 통해 우정과 성장, 그리고 꿈에 대해 이야기합니다. 서로의 고민을 공유하며 힘이 되어주는 모습이 감동적으로 펼쳐집니다. 친구와의 소중한
추억을 떠올리게 하는 책입니다.

3. 두근두근 첫 우정
새로운 학교에서 만난 두 소녀의 우정이 시작되는 순간을 담았습니다. 서툴지만 진심 어린 마음이 어떻게 친구가 되는지를 따뜻하게 그려냅니다. 첫 우정의 설렘과 소중함을 느낄 수
있는 이야기입니다.

4. 우정의 색깔
다양한 배경을 가진 친구들이 서로의 차이를 이해하고 존중하며 우정을 키워가는 과정을 보여줍니다. 각자의 개성과 매력을 발견하며 함께 성장하는 모습을 담았습니다. 우정의 다채
로운 모습을 아름답게 표현한 책입니다.

5. 마음이 통하는 친구
말하지 않아도 서로의 마음을 알아채는 친구들의 특별한 관계를 다룹니다. 어려움 속에서도 서로를 지지하며 진정한 우정을 이어가는 이야기가 감동적입니다. 친구와의 깊은 유대감을
느끼게 하는 작품입니다.

6. 시간을 넘어선 우정
오랜 세월 떨어져 있었던 두 친구가 다시 만나 서로의 삶을 나누는 감동적인 이야기입니다. 시간과 거리를 넘어 이어지는 우정의 힘을 보여줍니다. 잊을 수 없는 친구의 의미를 되새
기게 하는 책입니다.

7. 우리 함께라서 좋아
일상 속 작은 순간들을 함께하며 우정을 쌓아가는 두 친구의 이야기를 담았습니다. 웃음과 눈물, 고민을 함께 나누며 특별한 관계를 만들어가는 모습을 섬세하게 그렸습니다. 친구와
의 소중한 시간을 다시 한번 생각하게 합니다.

8. 비밀 친구의 편지
익명의 친구가 남긴 편지를 통해 우정을 회복하고 성장하는 주인공의 이야기를 다룹니다. 비밀과 신비로움 속에서 진실한 마음이 드러나며 감동을 줍니다. 우정의 진정한 가치를 깨닫
게 하는 책입니다.

9. 우리들의 우정 여행
친구들과 함께 떠난 여행 속에서 경험하는 다양한 사건과 감정을 담았습니다. 여행을 통해 서로를 더 깊이 이해하고 끈끈한 우정을 쌓아가는 과정을 그렸습니다. 우정과 모험을 동시
에 느낄 수 있는 즐거운 이야기입니다.
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  besties in korean language: Korean for K-Pop and K-Drama Fans Soohee Kim, Emily
Curtis, 2024-11-12 A super-cute, full-color pheasebook covering all situations you are likely to
encounter in Korea! Essential phrases for every situation — whether watching your favorite K-drama
series, catching up on the latest K-Pop news, hanging out with your friends, dealing with your boss,
posting on social media, meeting the love of your life or recovering from a broken heart. Each
chapter presents a range of short conversations of the type you might have with a friend, with
vocabulary lists and key grammar tips. Each conversation is presented in Korean Hangul script as
well as romanized Korean and English. Online audio recordings by native speakers make it easy to
practice the conversations and improve your Korean pronunciation! Korean for K-Pop and K-Drama
Fans is packed with language that you actually use in real life. Fun and useful phrases include:
Pandora's new song is an All-Kill! She's so awesomely charismatic I got a ton of followers on my
YouTube channel Online shopping is my downfall I drank 5 bomb shots I acted like a total idiot U so
cute! You and your girlfriend are just so cringe! Is there something going on between Jiyoung and
Junha? Your new jeans are fantabulous! You dumb-ass OMG, no way! My hubby's on a biz trip
Whether you're looking to expand your knowledge of Korean, or just a K-pop and K-drama fan, this
book contains a treasure trove of useful language.
  besties in korean language: Korean Basic Course Bong Nam Park, 1968
  besties in korean language: Learn Korean - Level 2: Absolute Beginner Innovative Language
Learning, KoreanClass101.com, Interactive. Effective. And FUN! Start speaking Korean in minutes,
and learn key vocabulary, phrases, and grammar in just minutes more with Learn Korean - Level 2:
Absolute Beginner, a completely new way to learn Korean with ease! Learn Korean - Level 2:
Absolute Beginner will arm you with Korean and cultural insight to utterly shock and amaze your
Korean friends and family, teachers, and colleagues. What you get in Learn Korean - Level 2:
Absolute Beginner: - 180+ pages of Korean learning material - 25 Korean lessons: dialog transcripts
with translation, vocabulary, sample sentences and a grammar section - 25 Audio Lesson Tracks - 25
Audio Review Tracks - 25 Audio Dialog Tracks This book is the most powerful way to learn Korean.
Guaranteed. You get the two most powerful components of our language learning system: the audio
lessons and lesson notes. Why are the audio lessons so effective? - 25 powerful and to the point
lessons - syllable-by-syllable breakdown of each word and phrase so that you can say every word and
phrase instantly - repeat after the professional teacher to practice proper pronunciation - cultural
insight and insider-only tips from our teachers in each lesson - fun and relaxed approach to learning
- effortlessly learn from bi-lingual and bi-cultural hosts as they guide you through the pitfalls and
pleasures of South Korea and Korean. Why are the lesson notes so effective? - improve listening
comprehension and reading comprehension by reading the dialog transcript while listening to the
conversation - grasp the exact meaning of phrases and expressions with natural translations -
expand your word and phrase usage with the expansion section - master and learn to use Korean
grammar with the grammar section Discover or rediscover how fun learning a language can be with
the future of language learning. And start speaking Korean instantly!
  besties in korean language: Bad Influence Claire Ahn, 2025-04-29 In this contemporary YA
novel, high school student Charlotte Goh is an aspiring Asian American fashion influencer
desperately trying to lift her family out of hardship, only to find it may come at a cost higher than
any Chanel bag. Seventeen-year-old Charlotte Goh is juggling two very different personas: the
dutiful Korean daughter, and the hustling NYC fashion influencer. Her best friend Steven scoffs at
her ambition, but she secretly hopes that her posts will help financially support her struggling
family. Then one night, after posting about a racist experience she had at an influencer event,
Charlotte finds herself going viral and garnering the fame she’s always craved. And as much as she
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doesn’t want her newfound popularity to change her, she can’t help but be swept away by the
exciting perks: chic new friends, the attention of one of Hollywood’s hottest heartthrobs, and a slew
of companies clamoring to sponsor her. But as she falls deeper into the influencer world, she finds
that she may have to sacrifice more than she bargained for—including her unexpected new feelings
for Steven. Will Charlotte be able to stay true to herself, or will she lose the things that are most
important to her?
  besties in korean language: 語學硏究 , 1969
  besties in korean language: A Tale of Two Besties Sophia Rossi, 2015-05-12 “If there’s one
thing Sophia Rossi understands completely–it’s besties. Only an ultimate BFF like Sophia could
create the super-special bond that Harper and Lily have in A TALE OF TWO BESTIES.” —Lauren
Conrad “Plumbing the depths of friendship and cliques, this debut novel will speak to fans of Rossi’s
popular website, HelloGiggles, as well as all girls trying to discover their own identity while learning
what it means to really be friends.” —Booklist *Featuring a foreword by 'New Girl' star Zooey
Deschanel* Perfect for fans of Kody Keplinger's The DUFF and Morgan Matson's Since You've Been
Gone, the delightfully funny debut novel A TALE OF TWO BESTIES is full of giggles and surprises.
Best friends. BFFs. Soul twinsies. Whatever you want to call them, Harper and Lily were born to be
besties. With high school just around the corner, casual-cool Cali girl Harper and awkward,
always-costumed Lily make sure to text each other every day about their bond: Harper: I love you so
much that I am going to sneak out of detention to pay that guy from Craigslist $100 to cut off all
your hair for my secret collection. Lily: I love you so much I’m going destroy everyone in your life
that matters and force you to depend and love only me. Harper: That sounds beautiful. I love you.
Not even the threat of different high schools could throw this BFFship off-course, even if Lily begs
her parents not to send her to the “dreaded Pathways, a special school for creative types, while
effortlessly-popular Harper attends Beverly High with the rest of their class. But in a city where
fitting in means standing out and there’s nothing more uncool than being cool, it’s the naturally
charismatic Harper--with her blond hair and perfect bone structure--who finds herself fighting the
tide of American Apparel’d teens who rule the school. Meanwhile, it’s the perpetually “gawkward”
Lily--who accessories every ensemble with a pair of tattered fairy wings--who finds herself flying
alongside the queen bees of Pathways. Can BFF-ship survive the tidal wave of HS drama, or does
growing up mean leaving some friends behind? “It's like my twins stepped out of the eighties and
dropped down into today. Deliciously funny with heart.” – Francine Pascal, bestselling author and
creator of the Sweet Valley High series
  besties in korean language: Learn Korean: Must-Know Korean Slang Words & Phrases
Innovative Language Learning, KoreanClass101.com, Do you want to learn Korean the fast, fun and
easy way? And do you want to master daily conversations and speak like a native? Then this is the
book for you. Learn Korean: Must-Know Korean Slang Words & Phrases by KoreanClass101 is
designed for Beginner-level learners. You learn the top 100 must-know slang words and phrases that
are used in everyday speech. All were hand-picked by our team of Korean teachers and experts.
Here’s how the lessons work: • Every Lesson is Based on a Theme • You Learn Slang Words or
Phrases Related to That Theme • Check the Translation & Explanation on How to Use Each One And
by the end, you will have mastered 100+ Korean Slang Words & phrases!
  besties in korean language: I want a Korean friend! BRIAN 외, Brian D. Haygarth, 윤응로, 2001
E&B 프로그램을 통해 국제교류를 시작한 학생들의 실제편지와 이메일을 다양한 주제로 엮은 책. 기분표현에서 부터 영화와 요리, 직업, 및 백화점 등에 관련한 장르별 편지를 소
개했다. 한국학생과 캐나다 학생들이 보낸 편지와 서양 문화와 한국 문화에서 함께 사용하는 속담 표현 모음 등을 수록했다.
  besties in korean language: Lucia's Best Friend Black Black Hawk, 2019-12-24 Matalik na
kaibigan ni LUCIA: isang bata sa Asian language Learning Booksa Filipino, Chinese, Japanese,
Russian, Koreano, at Inglesni Black Hawk
  besties in korean language: Lucia's Best Friend: a Children's Asian Language Learning
Book (Fiona #5) Black Black Hawk, 2019-12-24 Lucia's Best Friend: A Children's Asian Language
Learning Book (Fiona's Comics #5)in Filipino, Chinese, Japanese, Russian, Korean, and Englishby
Black Hawk



  besties in korean language: Bad Friends Ancco, 2018-10-16 Included on Publishers Weekly’s
Best of 2018 list! A story of the enduring quality of female friendship amid a gritty landscape of
abuse. “Against gorgeous, starkly sketched city scenes of South Korean alleyways and hostess bars,
the rebellions and secret longings of ’90s teenager Pearl and her group of “bad friends” play out in
this imported debut discovery.”—Publishers Weekly Jinju is bad. She smokes, drinks, runs away from
home, and has no qualms about making her parents worry. Her mother and sister beg her to be a
better student, sister, daughter; her beleaguered father expresses his concerns with his fists. Bad
Friends is set in the 1990s in a South Korea torn between tradition and Western modernity and
haunted by an air of generalized gloom. Cycles of abuse abound as the characters enact violence
within their power structures: parents beat children, teachers beat students, older students beat
younger students. But at each moment that the duress verges on bleakness, Ancco pulls back with
soft moments of friendship between Jinju and her best friend, Pearl. What unfolds is a story of
female friendship, a Ferrante-esque connection formed through youthful excess, malaise, and
struggle that stays with the young women into adulthood. Served by a dry and precise line, Bad
Friends viscerally captures the adolescent years of two young women who want and know they
deserve something different but, ultimately, are unable to follow through. In a culture where young
women are at a systemic disadvantage, Ancco creates a testimonial to female friendship as a
powerful tool for survival. Jinju forgets her worst adolescent memories, but she cannot ever shake
the memory of her friendship with Pearl during her most tumultuous years.
  besties in korean language: How to Speak and Understand Your Korean Jindo Dog's
Hidden Language Cathy Millan, 2017-05-24 Understand your dog like you've never been able to
before. This book reveals how to speak and interpret the hidden language of your pet. Along the
way, you'll learn about the recent science on dog emotions and behavior, helping build confidence,
how to strengthen the bond with your furry friend and communicate effectively. Its the only book
you need to make you your dog's best friend.
  besties in korean language: Seoulmates Susan Lee, 2022-09-20 The perfect childhood
friends-to-lovers story—full stop. —Christina Lauren, New York Times bestselling authors of The
Unhoneymooners and The Soulmate Equation Her ex-boyfriend wants her back. Her former best
friend is in town. When did Hannah’s life become a K-drama? Hannah Cho had the next year all
planned out—the perfect summer with her boyfriend, Nate, and then a fun senior year with their
friends. But then Nate does what everyone else in Hannah’s life seems to do—he leaves her,
claiming they have nothing in common. He and all her friends are newly obsessed with K-pop and
K-dramas, and Hannah is not. After years of trying to embrace the American part and shunning the
Korean side of her Korean American identity to fit in, Hannah finds that’s exactly what now has her
on the outs. But someone who does know K-dramas—so well that he’s actually starring in one—is
Jacob Kim, Hannah’s former best friend, whom she hasn’t seen in years. He’s desperate for a break
from the fame, so a family trip back to San Diego might be just what he needs…that is, if he and
Hannah can figure out what went wrong when they last parted and navigate the new feelings
developing between them. A deliciously swoony romance. —Helen Hoang, New York Times
bestselling author of The Heart Principle A smart, funny book not to be missed! —Emiko Jean, New
York Times bestselling author of Tokyo Ever After Pitch-perfect. —Rachel Lynn Solomon, author of
Today Tonight Tomorrow
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