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best frontcourts in nba history have been a cornerstone of basketball
greatness, combining size, skill, and versatility to dominate both ends of
the court. The frontcourt, typically consisting of power forwards and
centers, has showcased some of the most iconic and influential players in NBA
history. From the bruising big men who controlled the paint to the versatile
forwards who could stretch the floor and defend multiple positions, the best
frontcourts have shaped the way the game is played. This article explores
legendary duos and trios that set the standard for frontcourt excellence,
highlighting their achievements, playing styles, and lasting impact on the
league. By examining these historic frontcourt combinations, we gain insight
into the evolution of NBA basketball and the critical role frontcourt players
have played in championship success. The following sections will cover the
greatest frontcourts by era, individual player contributions, and statistical
dominance, providing a comprehensive look at the best frontcourts in NBA
history.

Defining the Frontcourt in NBA History

Legendary Frontcourt Duos and Trios

Statistical Dominance of Top Frontcourts

Impact on NBA Championships and Team Success

Evolution of Frontcourt Roles and Playing Styles

Defining the Frontcourt in NBA History
The frontcourt in basketball traditionally refers to the power forward and
center positions, sometimes including small forwards depending on the
context. These players are typically responsible for interior scoring,
rebounding, rim protection, and defending the paint. Throughout NBA history,
frontcourt players have been among the most physically imposing and
tactically important athletes on their teams. The best frontcourts in NBA
history often combine size, strength, agility, and basketball IQ to control
the game in ways that backcourts cannot. Understanding what constitutes an
elite frontcourt includes examining individual skills like post moves, shot-
blocking, passing ability, and defensive versatility.

Roles and Responsibilities
Frontcourt players are tasked with a blend of offensive and defensive



responsibilities. Offensively, they often operate in the low post, setting
screens, and executing pick-and-roll plays. Defensively, they protect the
rim, contest shots, and secure rebounds. The evolution of the frontcourt has
seen players develop perimeter shooting and playmaking skills, adding new
dimensions to their traditional roles. The best frontcourts in NBA history
excelled in balancing these duties while complementing each other’s strengths
and covering for weaknesses.

Physical and Skill Attributes
Elite frontcourt players typically possess a combination of size, strength,
agility, and skill. Height and reach advantage allow them to dominate
rebounds and block shots, while agility enables them to guard multiple
positions. Skill sets such as footwork, shooting touch, and passing elevate a
frontcourt from good to great. The best frontcourts in NBA history often
feature players who redefine these attributes, setting new benchmarks for
future generations.

Legendary Frontcourt Duos and Trios
Many of the NBA’s most successful teams have featured frontcourt combinations
that dominated their era. These duos and trios not only posted impressive
statistics but also led their teams to championships and altered the way
basketball was played. This section highlights some of the most renowned
frontcourts in NBA history, showcasing their complementary talents and impact
on the game.

Bill Russell and Bob Cousy Era Frontcourt
Bill Russell, one of the greatest defenders and rebounders in NBA history,
anchored the Boston Celtics’ frontcourt alongside power forwards such as Tom
Heinsohn and later John Havlicek. Russell’s shot-blocking and defensive
prowess, combined with his ability to initiate fast breaks, redefined
frontcourt defense. This Celtics frontcourt won 11 NBA championships in 13
years, setting a standard for frontcourt dominance.

Tim Duncan and David Robinson “Twin Towers”
The San Antonio Spurs’ frontcourt in the late 1990s and early 2000s featured
the legendary “Twin Towers” of Tim Duncan and David Robinson. Duncan’s
fundamental skills and versatile defense paired with Robinson’s athleticism
and scoring ability made this duo one of the most formidable in NBA history.
Their complementary styles helped the Spurs secure multiple NBA titles and
established a model for frontcourt partnerships.



Karl Malone and John Stockton Frontcourt Partnership
While primarily remembered for their pick-and-roll offense, Karl Malone and
John Stockton’s frontcourt-backcourt synergy defined an era. Malone, as a
power forward, provided relentless scoring and rebounding, making him one of
the greatest frontcourt players. Though Stockton was a guard, Malone’s
frontcourt presence was a key factor in the Utah Jazz’s consistent playoff
success, highlighting the importance of a dominant frontcourt scorer.

Shaquille O’Neal and Kobe Bryant Era Frontcourt
Shaquille O’Neal paired with Kobe Bryant created one of the most dominant
frontcourt-backcourt duos, with Shaq anchoring the paint as a dominant
center. While Kobe was a guard, Shaq’s overwhelming presence in the
frontcourt was central to the Los Angeles Lakers’ three consecutive
championships from 2000 to 2002. Shaq’s power, size, and agility redefined
the center position in his era.

Kevin Garnett, Paul Pierce, and Ray Allen “Big
Three” Frontcourt Influence
The Boston Celtics’ 2008 championship team featured a dominant frontcourt
presence with Kevin Garnett and Paul Pierce, supported by Ray Allen’s
perimeter shooting. Garnett’s defensive intensity and versatile scoring
complemented Pierce’s clutch scoring ability, creating a frontcourt that
balanced toughness and skill. This trio’s success underscored the importance
of frontcourt leadership in championship pursuits.

Statistical Dominance of Top Frontcourts
Statistical measures provide objective evidence of the best frontcourts in
NBA history. Metrics such as rebounds per game, blocks, shooting efficiency,
and advanced analytics highlight the contributions of these frontcourt
players. This section explores the statistical profiles that define
frontcourt excellence and lists some of the most dominant performers.

Rebounding and Defensive Impact
Rebounding remains a critical indicator of frontcourt effectiveness, as
controlling the boards limits opponents’ second-chance opportunities and
generates extra possessions. The best frontcourts in NBA history often
feature players averaging double-digit rebounds per game. Additionally, shot-
blocking and altered shots quantify defensive impact, with players like
Dikembe Mutombo and Mark Eaton exemplifying rim protection.



Scoring Efficiency and Versatility
Frontcourt players have evolved from traditional post scorers to versatile
offensive threats capable of mid-range shooting and three-point range.
Scoring efficiency, measured by field goal percentage and true shooting
percentage, highlights players who maximize offensive possessions. The
integration of stretch fours and centers has increased the importance of
shooting versatility in frontcourt success.

Notable Statistical Leaders

Wilt Chamberlain – Dominated scoring and rebounding records.

Shaquille O’Neal – High field goal percentage and rim dominance.

Tim Duncan – Consistent all-around contributions in scoring, rebounding,
and defense.

Kevin Garnett – Defensive versatility and rebounding prowess.

Bill Russell – Unmatched defensive statistics and championship success.

Impact on NBA Championships and Team Success
The presence of an elite frontcourt has historically been a key factor in
winning NBA championships. Teams with dominant frontcourt players often
control the paint, dictate tempo, and provide defensive stability. This
section examines how the best frontcourts in NBA history have contributed to
their teams’ ultimate success.

Championship Frontcourts
Many NBA champions owed their titles to the strength of their frontcourt. The
Boston Celtics of the 1960s with Bill Russell, the Chicago Bulls with Dennis
Rodman during the Jordan era, and the San Antonio Spurs with Tim Duncan all
illustrate the championship value of a dominant frontcourt. These players not
only excelled individually but elevated their teams’ overall performance.

Frontcourt Leadership and Team Dynamics
Beyond statistics, frontcourt players often serve as leaders and anchors for
their teams. Their ability to set the tone defensively and provide reliable
scoring creates a foundation for team success. The best frontcourts in NBA



history exemplify leadership qualities such as communication, resilience, and
adaptability, which are essential in high-pressure playoff situations.

Evolution of Frontcourt Roles and Playing
Styles
The roles and playing styles of frontcourt players have evolved significantly
throughout NBA history. From traditional back-to-the-basket centers to modern
stretch forwards and big men, the frontcourt has adapted to changes in
basketball philosophy and rules. This section explores how the best
frontcourts in NBA history reflect these changes and continue to influence
the game.

Traditional Big Men Era
Early NBA frontcourts were dominated by tall, physical centers and power
forwards who played close to the basket. Players like George Mikan and Bill
Walton exemplified this era, focusing on post moves, rebounding, and shot-
blocking. Their dominance inside the paint defined the frontcourt’s role
during this period.

Versatile and Stretch Frontcourts
The modern NBA frontcourt increasingly values versatility, with players
capable of shooting from distance, switching defensively, and facilitating
offense. Frontcourts featuring players like Dirk Nowitzki, Anthony Davis, and
Nikola Jokić demonstrate this evolution. These frontcourts blend traditional
interior skills with perimeter abilities, contributing to more dynamic and
high-scoring offenses.

Impact of Analytics and Pace
The rise of analytics and faster-paced basketball has influenced frontcourt
roles, emphasizing spacing, floor spacing, and efficient shot selection. The
best frontcourts in NBA history have adapted to these trends by incorporating
three-point shooting and improving defensive versatility, ensuring continued
relevance in the evolving landscape of the league.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who are considered the best frontcourt players in
NBA history?
The best frontcourt players in NBA history typically include legends like Tim
Duncan, Karl Malone, Kevin Garnett, Dirk Nowitzki, and Charles Barkley, known
for their dominance in the power forward and center positions.

What makes a frontcourt great in NBA history?
A great frontcourt in NBA history is characterized by a combination of
scoring ability, rebounding, defensive presence, versatility, and leadership
on both ends of the floor.

Which NBA team had one of the best frontcourts of
all time?
The 2000s San Antonio Spurs are often cited for having one of the best
frontcourts with Tim Duncan and David Robinson, known as the 'Twin Towers,'
who dominated both offensively and defensively.

How does Tim Duncan rank among the best frontcourt
players ever?
Tim Duncan is widely regarded as the greatest power forward of all time, with
five NBA championships, two MVP awards, and a reputation for consistent
excellence on both offense and defense.

Are centers or power forwards more important in NBA
frontcourts historically?
Both centers and power forwards have been crucial historically; centers often
anchor the defense and control the paint, while power forwards provide
scoring versatility and rebounding—great frontcourts usually feature
excellence at both positions.

Which frontcourt duo had the most impact in NBA
history?
The frontcourt duo of Tim Duncan and David Robinson for the San Antonio Spurs
had an enormous impact, winning two NBA championships together and forming
one of the most formidable frontcourts ever.

How has the role of frontcourt players evolved in
NBA history?
Frontcourt players have evolved from traditional big men focusing on post
play and rebounding to more versatile players who can shoot from distance,



handle the ball, and defend multiple positions.

Who are some underrated frontcourt players in NBA
history?
Underrated frontcourt players include players like Dennis Rodman, Rasheed
Wallace, and Paul Silas, who contributed significantly to their teams'
success with defense, rebounding, and versatility.

What statistics best measure the greatness of NBA
frontcourt players?
Statistics that measure frontcourt greatness include points per game,
rebounds per game, blocks per game, defensive rating, player efficiency
rating (PER), and win shares, reflecting both offensive and defensive impact.

Additional Resources
1. Giants of the Paint: Legendary Frontcourts in NBA History
This book delves into the stories of the most dominant frontcourt duos and
trios in NBA history. From the physicality of the 1960s big men to the
versatile modern power forwards, it highlights their impact on the game’s
evolution. Detailed player profiles and team dynamics offer readers an in-
depth appreciation of these basketball giants.

2. Frontcourt Dynasties: How NBA Big Men Built Championship Teams
Exploring the crucial role frontcourts have played in securing NBA
championships, this book examines iconic duos like the Celtics’ Bill Russell
and Bob Cousy era and the Lakers’ Shaq-Kobe partnership. It features
strategic analysis and behind-the-scenes stories that shaped multiple title
runs. Readers gain insight into the importance of size, skill, and chemistry
in frontcourt success.

3. Paint Masters: The Art of Dominating the NBA Frontcourt
Focusing on technique and skill, this book breaks down the playing styles of
the NBA’s greatest big men. From post moves to rebounding prowess, it offers
a comprehensive look at how frontcourt players have mastered their craft.
Coaches and players alike will find valuable lessons in these pages.

4. The Twin Towers: The Most Fearsome Frontcourt Duos in NBA History
Highlighting the impact of legendary frontcourt pairs, this book profiles
dynamic duos such as Tim Duncan and David Robinson, and Kevin Garnett and
Paul Pierce. It explores their complementary skills and how their partnership
changed the fortunes of their franchises. Rich with anecdotes and game
analysis, it celebrates teamwork at the highest level.

5. Battle in the Paint: NBA Frontcourt Rivalries Through the Decades
This book chronicles some of the most intense and memorable frontcourt



rivalries in NBA history, from Bill Russell vs. Wilt Chamberlain to Karl
Malone vs. Charles Barkley. It examines how these battles elevated the game
and captivated fans worldwide. Readers will enjoy a narrative filled with
passion, competition, and respect.

6. Big Men, Big Impact: The Evolution of NBA Frontcourts
Tracing the transformation of the frontcourt position, this book covers the
shift from traditional centers to stretch forwards and versatile big men. It
discusses how these changes have influenced team strategies and player roles.
Historical context and player case studies provide a thorough understanding
of the frontcourt’s evolution.

7. Dominating the Glass: Rebounding Legends of the NBA Frontcourt
Dedicated to the best rebounders in NBA frontcourt history, this book
celebrates players who controlled the boards and changed games with their
tenacity. It includes statistical analysis and stories of grit and
determination that define rebounding greatness. Fans of the physical side of
basketball will find this a compelling read.

8. Frontcourt Foundations: Building Championship Teams from the Inside Out
This book focuses on how successful NBA franchises have built their teams
around dominant frontcourt players. With case studies from franchises like
the San Antonio Spurs and the Boston Celtics, it explores drafting,
development, and team construction strategies. It is a must-read for
basketball executives and enthusiasts alike.

9. Legends of the Low Post: Celebrating NBA’s Greatest Frontcourt Players
Celebrating individual excellence, this book profiles the NBA’s most iconic
frontcourt players, highlighting their achievements, playing styles, and
contributions to the sport. From Kareem Abdul-Jabbar to Anthony Davis, it
provides an engaging tribute to their legacies. Rich with photos and rare
interviews, it’s a treasure for basketball fans.
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  best frontcourts in nba history: Historical Dictionary of Basketball John Grasso, 2010-11-15
In less than 120 years an activity invented by one man to alleviate winter boredom for a college gym
class has evolved into a worldwide multi-billion dollar enterprise. It is impossible for Dr. James
Naismith, basketball's inventor, to have envisioned the extent to which his simple game would reach.
Without major changes to his original 13 rules, basketball is now played in more than 200 countries
by people of all ages. Thanks to basketball, players like Michael Jordan, Earvin Magic Johnson, Larry
Bird, LeBron James, Kobe Bryant, and Shaquille O'Neal have become some of the most famous
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people in the world. The Historical Dictionary of Basketball is a comprehensive account of all forms
of basketball-amateur, professional, men's, women's, Olympic, domestic, and international-from its
invention in 1891 through the present day. This is done through a chronology, an introductory essay,
an extensive bibliography, and over 600 cross-referenced dictionary entries on the people, places,
teams, and terminology of the game.
  best frontcourts in nba history: Right on the Numbers Nino Frostino, 2004 The basic
subject of the book is to justify which athlete was the Greatest to ever wear a particular number. In
my research, I listed all of the possible uniform numbers 0 to 99, took the finest athletes from the
four major sports (baseball, basketball, football, and hockey), and slotted them under their
appropriate uniform number. For each player, I created a mini-biography detailing their finest
exploits on the field-whether it was All Star nods, championships won, records held, on-field
highlights etc. Basically, I created a case for that athlete to be considered the best to ever wear the
number. Among the possible uniform numbers, I've listed nearly 850 athletes for consideration and
provided the accompanying biography. At the end of eahc section, I form a debate as to the Greatest
to ever wear the number and then make a selection. After the selection is posted, I then list some
quotes made by or about the athlete for the reader to gain even more insight into the player. Even if
the reader is not overly concerned about the choice as to the Greatest under each uniform number,
the book also serves as a wonderful reference guide. If the reader is interested in finding out more
about any of the listed athletes, it's easy to look up the player and find out who he played for and
what he did between the white lines. In either cae, Right On the Numbers serves multiple uses and
is a must have for any true sports fan.
  best frontcourts in nba history: Who's Better, Who's Best in Basketball? Elliott Kalb,
2003-11-19 ABC and ESPNUs Mr. Stats ranks the NBAUs greatest players of all time in this
provocative and comprehensive book.
  best frontcourts in nba history: The Sixth Man Łukasz Muniowski, 2021-12-10 While the
starting lineup of an NBA team consists of five players, there are at least 12 on each roster.
Allocating time on court to keep each of them satisfied is challenging. Theoretically the worst
position on the roster is the sixth man--so close to being the starter yet seeming to be the odd man
out. This book aims at dispelling that notion, presenting many important players who through the
years came off the bench for NBA teams, proving that despite not starting, they were worthy of
playing in the best basketball league in the world.
  best frontcourts in nba history: The Boston Celtics Michael D. McClellan, 2012-10-09 Since
the team’s inception in 1946, the Boston Celtics have been at the heart of the culture and history of
the city they call home. And as Boston has transformed over the years, the Celtics too have evolved
to reflect and embrace the changing times. In a book like no other, veteran writer and lifelong
Celtics fan Michael McClellan brings Celtics history to life through exclusive interviews with
legendary Celtics players and celebrity supporters, while using pop culture and music as a
soundtrack. More than thirty interviewees are featured in this iconic book. Hall-of-Famer Bob Cousy
recalls the turmoil of the fifties, as the franchise struggled to get its footing and the nation faced the
birth of the Civil Rights Movement. K. C. Jones and Clyde Lovellette narrate the glory of the Bill
Russell era, as Russell himself remembers his time as a Celtic. Celebrated players John Havlicek and
Dave Cowens relate the ups and downs of the psychedelic seventies, when the team won two
national titles, only to collapse at the end of the decade. The epic eighties Celtics-Lakers rivalry and
the leadership of legends Larry Bird and Magic Johnson is told by teammates Robert Parish, Dennis
Johnson, and Nate Archibald, and rivals Julius Erving and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. Former Celtics
honor the legacy of Reggie Lewis and relay the dark days after his untimely passing in 1993, and the
revival of the Celtics under the guidance of Paul Pierce and Brad Stevens in the 2000s. Also
featuring interviews by notable Boston natives such as Michael Dukakis and Mark Wahlberg, The
Boston Celtics is the ultimate history of one of the NBA's greatest franchises. “My experience
working with Skyhorse is always a positive collaboration. The editors are first-rate professionals, and
my books receive top-shelf treatment. I truly appreciate our working relationship and hope it



continues for years to come.” –David Fischer, author
  best frontcourts in nba history: "Who Da Man? The Quintessential Analysis of NBA
Draft History 1947-2010" Tim Johnson, 2011-03-18 A slot-by-slot analysis of every NBA Draft since
1947. Best and Featured players are identified at each slot, along with recaps and statistics. The Top
30 slots include the five best players ever selected ine ach slot. Also included is a worst-to-first
ranking of each draft in NBA history.
  best frontcourts in nba history: Basketball's Most Wanted™ II David L. Hudson, Jr.,
2005-10-01 Basketball has so many great stories, so many interesting anecdotes-about college and
pro teams, players from all levels, announcers, and even owners-that one book just isn't enough to
hold it all. That's why Potomac Books, Inc. is introducing Basketball's Most Wanted™ II: The Top 10
Book of More Hotshot Hoopsters, Double Dribbles, and Roundball Oddities. With even more fun tales
and interesting facts from the world of hoops, there's something in here for all fans of basketball.
Which NBA team attempted to draft a player straight out of high school in 1969-a female player from
the Iowa six-on-six league? What standard features in today's NBA were originally introduced in the
renegade American Basketball Association? Who are the best three-point shooters in both the pros
and college? Which high school team had an amazing four future NBA players on its roster? With
which team did Wilt Chamberlain begin his professional career? (Hint: It wasn't an NBA team.)
You'll find the answers to all those questions and so much more in Basketball's Most Wantedª II,
including the best and worst basketball movies, the most shocking NCAA tournament upsets, top
names from basketball's Asian invasion, and even guys who played one game-and only one game-in
the NBA. So join David L. Hudson, Jr. as he looks at the amazing and the amusing, the wacky and the
wonderful, the best and worst of everything basketball has to offer. It's a slam dunk!
  best frontcourts in nba history: Boston Celtics Mike Carey, Michael D. McClellan, 2005
When the Boston Celtics were running-and-gunning their way to 16 world championships, New
England fans displayed their approval of the team's effort and heart by rooting especially hard for
the bench players. It didn't matter whether a particular favorite was the sixth man or the twelfth. As
long as the chosen player possessed determination, guts, emotion and, above all hustle, the Celtics
faithful would reward that player with cascades of applause and chants. Fringe players--don't call
them scrubs--became cult heroes. Yes, the Garden crowds were in absolute heaven when subs such
as High Henry Finkel, Greg Kite, Eric Fernsten, Terry Duerod, Kevin Oscar Gamble, Wayne Kreklow,
and Charles Bradley shed their warm-ups and scampered down to the scorer's table to enter a game.
Seldom did these players spend more than a couple of years in green-and-white uniforms before they
were either waived or nabbed in an expansion draft. Still, to this day, their names and contributions
have not been forgotten. Likewise, fans have not forgotten the dark days when Marvin Bad News
Barnes, Sidney Wicks, Curtis Rowe, Bob McAdoo, Shammond Williams and Acie Earl aimlessly
roamed on the parquet floor as the Celtics embarrassed themselves in defeat after defeat. Some
players achieved star status in the face of long odds thanks to the results of one game in particular.
What long-time Boston fan can ever forget Glenn McDonald's crucial string of clutch jumpers in the
third overtime of Boston's 1976 playoff victory over the Phoenix Suns? Boston Celtics: Where Have
You Gone? catches up with these long-remembered players and relives their impact (good or bad) on
their Celtic teams. No longer will you have towonder, Whatever happened to...?
  best frontcourts in nba history: The Chicago Bulls Encyclopedia Alex Sachare, 1999 In
rich text, lively photos, and tables and stats, this large-format encyclopedia chronicles the franchise
from its growth years and early failures to the dynasty that it has become today. 175 photos, 120 in
color.
  best frontcourts in nba history: The Boston Celtics Bob Ryan, 1989 Illustrated text covers
forty-three years of the team's history. Includes a statistics section.
  best frontcourts in nba history: Basketball Michael L. LaBlanc, 1994 Chronicles the evolution
of four major U.S. spectator sports: baseball, basketball, football, and hockey.
  best frontcourts in nba history: The NBA Book of Fantastic Facts, Feats & Super Stats
Zander Hollander, 1996



  best frontcourts in nba history: Blue Ribbon College Basketball Forecast Chris Dortch,
2002-10 A one-stop source for the media, coaches, players, NBA scouts, and serious fans
  best frontcourts in nba history: The Los Angeles Lakers Encyclopedia Richard J. Shmelter,
2016-03-18 Against the backdrop of the glitz and glamour of Hollywood, California, the Los Angeles
Lakers have become not only one of professional basketball's most treasured gems, but an
internationally-renowned sports icon. With the wizardry of players who require only one
name--Elgin, West, Wilt, Kareem, Magic, Shaq, Kobe--the Lakers grew from a promising Midwestern
team starting afresh in the City of Angels and becoming one of the most successful corporate giants
in the history of athletic competition. This definitive encyclopedia of the Lakers provides all vital
data pertaining to each season of the team's first 50 years in Los Angeles, including biographies of
Hall of Famers, other great performers, and coaches; complete rosters; season-by-season schedules
and statistics; draft picks; and records and individual accomplishments.
  best frontcourts in nba history: American History through American Sports Bob Batchelor,
Danielle Sarver Coombs, 2012-12-18 Filled with insightful analysis and compelling arguments, this
book considers the influence of sports on popular culture and spotlights the fascinating ways in
which sports culture and American culture intersect. This collection blends historical and popular
culture perspectives in its analysis of the development of sports and sports figures throughout
American history. American History through American Sports: From Colonial Lacrosse to Extreme
Sports is unique in that it focuses on how each sport has transformed and influenced society at
large, demonstrating how sports and popular culture are intrinsically entwined and the ways they
both reflect larger societal transformations. The essays in the book are wide-ranging, covering topics
of interest for sports fans who enjoy the NFL and NASCAR as well as those who like tennis and
watching the Olympics. Many topics feature information about specific sports icons and favorite
heroes. Additionally, many of the topics' treatments prompt engagement by purposely challenging
the reader to either agree or disagree with the author's analysis.
  best frontcourts in nba history: Blue Ribbon: College Basketball Yearbook ,
  best frontcourts in nba history: Iowa State Men's Basketball , 2008
  best frontcourts in nba history: Heroes of the Hardcourt Keith R. Thompson, 2005-12-07 In
2006 the NBA will celebrate its 60th anniversary as a competitive league. Upon its establishment in
1946 the NBA – via its forerunner the Basketball Association of America – became the 21st
professional basketball league to be formed in the U.S., and the one that would outlast all the others.
In addition, since 1896 when professional basketball began in Trenton, New Jersey thousands of
players have competed in a pro game, and generated countless hours of debate as to who the best
players are in the history of the sport. In fact, precisely 3572 players and 439 All-stars have graced
the courts of the NBA and the iconoclastic American Basketball Association when it was in operation
between 1967 and 1976, many with spectacular – and sometimes incredible – performances. And
until now there has never been a truly scientific method of evaluating their performances on a
basketball court, and determining who the all-time best is. Finally, after 109 years, such a measure
has been created. This book, Heroes of the Hardcourt: Ranking Pro Basketball’s 100 Greatest
Players ranks the 100 greatest players to play professional basketball since 1946 by utilizing a
scientific methodology, the Performance Efficiency Rating (PER) System, developed by the author
who is a former economics professor. This is the most comprehensive measure ever devised to
accurately measure basketball performance and answer the question of who is the greatest
basketball player ever. The PER methodology has also proven remarkably accurate in determining
the true MVP winner in the NBA for the past ten years, correctly predicting the eventual winner the
majority of the time. Heroes of the Hardcourt, in addition to profiling the top 100 players – counting
down from number 100 all the way to number one – also provides an historical summary of the one
hundred-plus years of professional basketball in the U.S., and concludes with an analysis of the 1984
draft in which four of the best players to ever compete were drafted. It concludes that not only did
the Portland Trailblazers make a poor decision in selecting Sam Bowie over Michael Jordan, but so
did the Houston Rockets who also drafted Hakeem Olajuwon over MJ. A knowledge of the PER



methodology, the author asserts, would have created a better draft selection then, as it clearly does
now. Heroes of the Hardcourt will finally lay to rest all the debates as to who the best players are in
the history of professional basketball, and who is the all-time best.
  best frontcourts in nba history: Best NBA Centers of All Time Patrick Donnelly,
2014-08-01 This title features some of the greatest NBA Centers of all time: George Mikan, Wilt
Chamberlain, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Shaquille O'Neal just to name a few! Basketball fans will
love Spotlight stats and informative boxes for each player. Not to mention great full-color and
historic action photographs. Aligned to Common Core standards and correlated to state standards.
SportsZone is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
  best frontcourts in nba history: Best NBA Forwards of All Time Patrick Donnelly,
2014-08-01 Get to know some of the greatest NBA forwards, past and present. Featuring Bob Pettit,
Larry Bird, Kevin Garnett, LeBron James, and more, this title is sure to excite! Basketball fans will
love Spotlight stats and informative boxes for each player. Not to mention great full-color and
historic action photographs. Aligned to Common Core standards and correlated to state standards.
SportsZone is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
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