
best friends animal society founders
best friends animal society founders are the visionary individuals behind one
of the most influential animal welfare organizations in the United States.
Established with a mission to end the killing of dogs and cats in shelters,
the founders of Best Friends Animal Society have made significant strides in
animal rescue, advocacy, and community education. This article explores the
origins of the organization, profiles the key founders, and highlights their
lasting impact on animal welfare. Understanding the background and
motivations of the best friends animal society founders sheds light on how
their dedication has shaped the organization’s innovative programs and
nationwide initiatives. Additionally, this article covers the society’s
ongoing commitment to no-kill shelters and their efforts to inspire
communities to adopt humane practices for animal care. The following sections
provide a detailed overview of the founders, their core values, and the
legacy they continue to build.

Origins of Best Friends Animal Society

Key Founders of Best Friends Animal Society

Mission and Vision Set by the Founders

Impact of the Founders on Animal Welfare

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Origins of Best Friends Animal Society
The history of Best Friends Animal Society begins in the late 1980s when a
group of passionate animal lovers came together with the shared goal of
addressing the high euthanasia rates in animal shelters. The founders
recognized the urgent need to create a sanctuary where homeless animals could
be cared for with compassion and respect. This collective effort led to the
establishment of the society in 1984, with the initial focus on creating a
safe haven in Kanab, Utah. The founders’ vision was to demonstrate that no
animal should be considered disposable, and their pioneering approach has
since influenced animal welfare practices nationwide. The early days were
marked by challenges such as limited resources and the need to raise public
awareness about shelter conditions.

Initial Challenges and Breakthroughs
From its inception, the founders faced obstacles including funding shortages,



community skepticism, and the logistical difficulties of creating a large-
scale animal sanctuary. Despite these challenges, their persistent advocacy
and innovative strategies helped the society grow. Early breakthroughs
included successful public outreach campaigns and partnerships with local
shelters, which helped reduce euthanasia rates and increase adoption rates.
The founders also emphasized education and volunteer involvement as key
components of their strategy to transform public attitudes toward shelter
animals.

Key Founders of Best Friends Animal Society
The best friends animal society founders include a group of dedicated
individuals whose combined expertise and passion laid the foundation for the
organization’s success. Although the society was co-founded by several
people, certain figures stand out for their leadership, vision, and ongoing
contributions to animal welfare. These founders brought diverse backgrounds
in animal care, activism, and nonprofit management, which enabled them to
tackle the complex issues facing stray and abandoned animals.

Ann Wilson
Ann Wilson is widely recognized as one of the primary founders of Best
Friends Animal Society. Her commitment to animal rescue and her visionary
leadership were instrumental in establishing the sanctuary in Kanab. Wilson’s
philosophy emphasized kindness, respect, and a no-kill approach, which became
core principles of the organization. She also played a crucial role in
organizing volunteer networks and raising awareness about the plight of
shelter animals across the country.

Other Notable Founders
Alongside Ann Wilson, other founders contributed significantly to the
society’s development. These include individuals with expertise in veterinary
care, nonprofit leadership, and community outreach. Their collaborative
efforts ensured that Best Friends Animal Society grew into a comprehensive
animal welfare organization. Each founder brought unique skills that helped
expand the society’s programs beyond rescue to include adoption services,
spay/neuter initiatives, and legislative advocacy.

Mission and Vision Set by the Founders
The core mission and vision of Best Friends Animal Society, crafted by its
founders, center on ending the killing of healthy and treatable animals in
shelters. This mission reflects a broader commitment to animal rights and
welfare, promoting humane treatment, and fostering community involvement. The



founders envisioned a future where animal shelters would no longer be places
of despair but rather centers of hope and care.

Core Values and Principles
The founders established several guiding principles that continue to drive
the organization:

No-Kill Philosophy: Commitment to saving every healthy and treatable
animal.

Compassionate Care: Providing high-quality, loving care for all animals
in their sanctuary and programs.

Community Engagement: Educating and involving local communities to
promote responsible pet ownership.

Advocacy and Collaboration: Working with other organizations,
policymakers, and the public to advance animal welfare laws and
practices.

Transparency and Accountability: Maintaining high standards in
operations and communications to build trust and support.

Impact of the Founders on Animal Welfare
The influence of the best friends animal society founders extends far beyond
the establishment of the organization itself. Their pioneering work has
inspired a nationwide movement toward no-kill shelters and has reshaped
public attitudes about shelter animals. By demonstrating that euthanasia is
not the only solution, they have helped reduce the number of animals killed
in shelters across the United States.

Innovations and Programs Initiated by the Founders
Under the guidance of the founders, Best Friends Animal Society developed
several innovative programs that have become models for animal welfare
organizations everywhere. These include:

Sanctuary Model: Providing a permanent, safe environment for animals
that cannot be adopted.

Pet Adoption Initiatives: Creating national adoption campaigns that
connect animals with loving homes.



Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) Programs: Addressing the stray cat population
humanely through sterilization and community support.

Education and Outreach: Promoting public awareness about animal welfare
and responsible pet care.

Legacy and Continuing Influence
The legacy of the best friends animal society founders is evident in the
ongoing success and expansion of the organization. Their foundational work
established a blueprint for compassionate animal care that continues to
inspire activists, shelters, and communities nationwide. The society’s growth
into a leading animal welfare organization attests to the enduring relevance
of the founders’ vision.

Current Initiatives Reflecting Founders’ Vision
Today, Best Friends Animal Society runs numerous programs that align with the
founders’ original goals. These include:

Expanding no-kill shelter networks across the country.1.

Enhancing community-based animal welfare efforts.2.

Strengthening legislative advocacy for animal protection laws.3.

Developing innovative partnerships with local shelters and rescue4.
groups.

Through these ongoing efforts, the best friends animal society founders’
vision continues to make a profound difference in the lives of countless
animals and the communities that support them.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who founded Best Friends Animal Society?
Best Friends Animal Society was founded by a group of animal lovers including
Ed and Laura Velasquez, and notable philanthropist Michael Tillson.

When was Best Friends Animal Society established?
Best Friends Animal Society was established in 1984.



What inspired the founders to start Best Friends
Animal Society?
The founders were inspired by a desire to end the killing of homeless pets in
shelters and to create a no-kill sanctuary for animals.

Where is the headquarters of Best Friends Animal
Society located?
The headquarters of Best Friends Animal Society is located in Kanab, Utah.

What role did Ed and Laura Velasquez play in Best
Friends Animal Society?
Ed and Laura Velasquez were among the original founders who helped establish
and grow Best Friends Animal Society into a leading animal welfare
organization.

How has the leadership of Best Friends Animal
Society evolved since its founding?
Since its founding, Best Friends Animal Society has expanded with
professional leadership and a dedicated team, while maintaining the vision
and mission set by the original founders.

What is the mission of the founders of Best Friends
Animal Society?
The founders' mission was to save and protect homeless pets through rescue,
adoption, spay/neuter programs, and public education to achieve no-kill
communities.

Are the founders of Best Friends Animal Society
still involved in the organization?
Some of the original founders remain involved in advisory roles, while the
organization is currently managed by a professional leadership team.

How did Best Friends Animal Society grow from its
founding to become a national organization?
Starting as a small sanctuary, the founders focused on community outreach,
partnerships with shelters, and national campaigns, enabling Best Friends
Animal Society to grow into a leading national no-kill animal welfare
organization.



Additional Resources
1. Founding Friends: The Story of Best Friends Animal Society
This book chronicles the inspiring journey of the founders of Best Friends
Animal Society, detailing how a small group of passionate individuals came
together to create one of the most influential animal welfare organizations
in the world. It explores their challenges, triumphs, and unwavering
dedication to saving lives. Readers gain insight into the early days and the
vision that propelled the society to national prominence.

2. Compassion in Action: The Best Friends Animal Society Legacy
Focusing on the philosophy and mission behind Best Friends Animal Society,
this book highlights the core values that drive the founders and their team.
It offers heartwarming stories of animals saved and transformed by the
society’s efforts, emphasizing the power of compassion and community
involvement. The narrative also includes interviews with the founders and key
volunteers.

3. From Shelter to Sanctuary: The Visionaries Behind Best Friends Animal
Society
This title delves into the innovative approaches pioneered by the founders to
transform animal shelters into sanctuaries of hope and healing. Through
detailed accounts, it showcases how dedication and creativity helped redefine
animal rescue and adoption practices. The book also profiles several key
founders and the pivotal moments that shaped their mission.

4. Best Friends Forever: Building a Movement for Animal Welfare
Exploring the grassroots origins of Best Friends Animal Society, this book
tells the story of how friendship and shared purpose sparked a nationwide
movement. It highlights the collective efforts of the founders to advocate
for no-kill shelters and improved animal welfare legislation. Readers are
introduced to the community-driven campaigns that changed the lives of
countless animals.

5. Heart and Hustle: The Founders Behind Best Friends Animal Society
This biography-style book provides an intimate look at the personal lives and
motivations of the society’s founders. Covering their backgrounds,
challenges, and the sacrifices made along the way, it paints a vivid picture
of the passion fueling their work. The narrative emphasizes perseverance and
the power of belief in a better world for animals.

6. Saving Lives Together: The Best Friends Animal Society Story
Detailing the collaborative spirit that defines Best Friends Animal Society,
this book focuses on how teamwork and partnerships helped scale their impact.
It includes stories of cross-organizational cooperation and community
engagement that led to groundbreaking animal rescue initiatives. The
founders’ leadership styles and strategies are examined in depth.

7. Voices for the Voiceless: Founders of Best Friends Animal Society Speak
Out
A collection of essays, speeches, and interviews from the founders, this book



offers firsthand perspectives on animal rights, shelter reform, and advocacy.
It provides readers with a deeper understanding of the passion and intellect
driving the society’s mission. The compilation serves as both inspiration and
a call to action for animal lovers everywhere.

8. Hope on Four Legs: The Founding of Best Friends Animal Society
This narrative traces the origins of Best Friends Animal Society from its
inception to its rise as a leading animal welfare organization. It highlights
key events, milestones, and the founders’ visionary leadership that fostered
a culture of hope and healing for animals. The book also shares touching
stories of animals whose lives were forever changed.

9. Trailblazers for Tails: The Pioneers of Best Friends Animal Society
Celebrating the pioneering spirit of the founders, this book examines how
their innovative ideas and relentless advocacy reshaped animal rescue efforts
nationwide. It discusses the challenges they faced breaking new ground and
the legacy they left for future generations. Readers are inspired by tales of
courage, innovation, and unwavering commitment to animal welfare.
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  best friends animal society founders: Poppy and Puppy Are Friends Kimberly Burgan
Cpdt-Ka, 2012-06 Poppy and Puppy Are Friends is a charming and informative picture book designed
to encourage safe behavior around dogs for the entire family. The many responsibilities associated
with having a dog are depicted throughout in an effort to create a general understanding of
responsible dog ownership and animal husbandry at even the earliest age! Learning to listen to and
communicate with a dog is paramount to successfully raising children and dogs within the same
household. In our human world, we often forget that dogs use a nonverbal style of communication
called body language to express their feelings. This lighthearted and expressively illustrated book
provides children with a general introduction to identifying and respecting these nonverbal cues.
Children will delight in the fun, brief text combined with the use of vivid color and grey tones,
allowing them to chime in and/or anticipate what is to come for Poppy and her puppy. Parents are
invited to partner with young readers and learn along the way! Proactive education promoting
respect for animals with safety as a top priority creates happy pets, safe homes, and healthy family
relationships ultimately keeping more dogs in their homes and out of overpopulated shelters. Join
Poppy in learning how to treat Puppy! The author pledges to donate a portion of all online sales
proceeds to Best Friends Animal Society, the nation's largest animal sanctuary located in Kanab,
Utah.
  best friends animal society founders: Bert, A Story All About Me! Joan Wilson, 2005-04 Bert,
A Story All About Me! is a touching story about the life of a good-natured dog named Bert and his
quest to bring happiness to others. Author Joan Wilson intersperses her personal experiences of
growing up on an isolated farm with the fictional tale of Bert's adventures. Bert, a beloved black dog
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with a caring and sensitive nature, narrates his own poignant story. Bert's story begins with his
loving canine parents and his playmate, Ben. But too soon, Bert's life is turned upside down when a
human family with mischievous children adopts him. Banished to living outdoors and experiencing a
devastating surgery that silences his doggy voice, Bert enters a deep depression. At his lowest point,
Bert dreams of a heart-to-heart conversation with his beloved mother. In his dream, his mother tells
him that his loving spirit will help him overcome the selfishness and ignorance of the world around
him. Inspired, Bert continues on with his mission to bring happiness to the world and determinedly
wags his tail to communicate. Bert, A Story All About Me! will teach readers of all ages about the
unconditional love animals can bring to their lives, and how love can make them joyful and whole.
  best friends animal society founders: Zen and the Rescue Dog KJ Fallon, 2019-04-30 Think
you don’t have time to really get to know your shelter dog? Using the steps in Zen Buddhism as a
starting off point, this book offers insights, practical tips, and exercises you can use to bond with
your adopted dog and achieve a more relaxed and enjoyable life together. While feeding, walking,
and occasionally petting your dog is a good start, no matter how busy you are, you will be able to
better connect with your dog by trying the suggestions in this book. With entertaining stories about
the author’s particularly idiosyncratic dog and the trials and tribulations that others have had with
their rescue dogs, the author shows us that owners of an adopted dog can peacefully coexist with
their pets. Observations and advice from animal experts at rescue organizations, vets, and
experienced dog owners also provide insight about how to better succeed at understanding your
adopted dog. Readers will also discover why adopted dogs are often best suited to rehabilitating
humans in need. If you have a rescue dog or are thinking about adopting one, and are looking for
ways to help the two of you have a more peaceful existence together, this book is for you.
  best friends animal society founders: Ferguson Career Resource Guide to Internships and
Summer Jobs, 2-Volume Set Carol Turkington, 2014-05-14 Provides details on over 550 internships
and summer jobs.
  best friends animal society founders: A Vegan Ethic Mark Hawthorne, 2016-07-29 If
veganism is about doing your best to not harm any sentient life, we must logically extend that circle
of compassion to human animals as well, writes Mark Hawthorne in this practical, engaging guide to
veganism and animal rights. Along with proven advice for going and staying vegan, an overview of
animal exploitation, and answers to common questions about ethical eating (such as “Isn’t ‘humane
meat’ a good option?” and “Don’t plants feel pain?”), A Vegan Ethic draws on the work and
experiences of intersectional activists to examine how all forms of oppression - including racism,
sexism, ableism, and speciesism - are connected by privilege, control, and economic power. By
recognizing how social justice issues overlap, we can develop collaborative strategies for finding
solutions.
  best friends animal society founders: The Cat Magnet: A Rescuer&#39;s Collection of
Cat Tales Helen B. Needham, 2010-11-26
  best friends animal society founders: Dogtown Stefan Bechtel, 2010-10-19 These
compelling, winningly illustrated true stories, each uniquely moving and inspirational, draw upon
the experience of veterinarians, trainers, and volunteers to probe a range of tough, touching cases
that evoke both the joy and the occasional but inevitable heartbreak that accompanies this work.
Each chapter follows a dog from the first day at Dogtown until he ultimately finds (or doesn't find) a
permanent new home, focusing both on the relationship between the dog and the Dogtown staff and
on the latest discoveries about animal health and behavior. We learn how dogs process information,
how trauma affects their behavior, and how people can help them overcome their problems. In the
end, we come to see that there are no bad dogs and that with patience, care, and compassion,
people can help dogs to heal.
  best friends animal society founders: The Copepodologist's Cabinet David M. Damkaer,
2002 Copepod crustaceans are the most numerous multicellular animals on earth. They occur in
every free-living and parasitic aquatic niche. Copepods have been known since the time of Aristotle,
yet there has never been a history of the study of copepods. This volume, the first in a planned



three-volume series, reviews the discoveries of copepods to 1832, the year that the two distinct
branches, the free-living copepods (long-known as insects) and the parasitic copepods (thought to be
molluscs or worms) were finally acknowledged as members of the same Class Crustacea. The
narrative includes the biographies of 90 early copepodologists and recounts their most important
contributions to science. Portraits are included for two-thirds of the subjects, with considerable new
material as well as information and illustrations from obscure sources. Milestones include the first
description of copepods (ca. 350 B.C.), the first illustration (1554), the first free-living freshwater
copepod (1688), the first explanation of a free-living copepod's metamorphosis (1756), the first
permanently named copepod (1758), the first free-living marine copepod (1770), and the first
description of a parasitic copepod's metamorphosis (1819). The work ends with a transition to the
mid-19th century, previewing numerous personal connections that pointed toward copepodology's
Golden Age in the 1890s, to be covered in Volume 2. A final volume will take the history of the study
of copepods to ca. 1950.
  best friends animal society founders: Children of Lucifer Ruben van Luijk, 2016-05-02 If
we are to believe sensationalist media coverage, Satanism is, at its most benign, the purview of
people who dress in black, adorn themselves with skull and pentagram paraphernalia, and listen to
heavy metal. At its most sinister, its adherents are worshippers of evil incarnate and engage in
violent and perverse secret rituals, the details of which mainstream society imagines with a
fascination verging on the obscene. Children of Lucifer debunks these facile characterizations by
exploring the historical origins of modern Satanism. Ruben van Luijk traces the movement's
development from a concept invented by a Christian church eager to demonize its internal and
external competitors to a positive (anti-)religious identity embraced by various groups in the modern
West. Van Luijk offers a comprehensive intellectual history of this long and unpredictable trajectory.
This story involves Romantic poets, radical anarchists, eccentric esotericists, Decadent writers, and
schismatic exorcists, among others, and culminates in the establishment of the Church of Satan by
carnival entertainer Anton Szandor LaVey. Yet it is more than a collection of colorful characters and
unlikely historical episodes. The emergence of new attitudes toward Satan proves to be intimately
linked to the ideological struggle for emancipation that transformed the West and is epitomized by
the American and French Revolutions. It is also closely connected to secularization, that other
exceptional historical process which saw Western culture spontaneously renounce its traditional
gods and enter into a self-imposed state of religious indecision. Children of Lucifer makes the case
that the emergence of Satanism presents a shadow history of the evolution of modern civilization as
we know it. Offering the most comprehensive account of this history yet written, van Luijk proves
that, in the case of Satanism, the facts are much more interesting than the fiction.
  best friends animal society founders: The Sharon Tate Murders Fifty Years Later: Case
Closed? Doctor Know, 2018-08-12 People under the age of thirty may have heard the name Charles
Manson in passing on some cable channel, but many have no idea what the Sharon Tate Murders are
or who committed them. Those who do remember do not know the whole story...Enter ZODIAC... a
legendary serial killer who didn't just murder people in Northern California. He killed a college
student in the Los Angeles area close to the date of the Tate Murders... and that's only part of the
narrative...There are more suspects and brand new information about the August 9, 1969 killings.
Read and decide for yourself who really committed the murders.Tired of all the wordy books about
this case that give you the same details and come to the same conclusions? Try this fresh and
fascinating look at the Sharon Tate Murders. Discover what the life of Sharon Tate was really like
with Roman Polanski and why Charles Manson was so easily able to lure people into his Family...
  best friends animal society founders: Cat Fancy , 2010-04
  best friends animal society founders: The Change Handbook (Volume 3 of 3) (EasyRead
Large Bold Edition) ,
  best friends animal society founders: The Change Handbook Peggy Holman, Tom Devane,
Steven Cady, 2007-01-04 The Change Handbook features chapters by the originators and foremost
practitioners of such high-leverage change methods as Future Search, Real Time Strategic Change,



Gemba Kaizen, and Open Space Technology. The authors outline distinctive aspects of their
approach; detail roles and responsibilities; share a story illustrating usage; and answer frequently
asked questions about how to put it into practice. Examples of successful change efforts acquaint
readers with the diverse array of methods being employed today. A one-stop comparative chart
allows them to evaluate the methods to determine what will work best fro them, and an in-depth
reference section helps them locate the resources they need to get started.
  best friends animal society founders: A House Rabbit Primer, 2nd Edition Lucile C.
Moore, 2022-08-16 A House Rabbit Primer: Understanding and Caring for Your Companion Rabbit,
2nd Edition is a brand new, up-to-date edition of the critically acclaimed handbook covering all
aspects of rabbit care for both new and experienced pet rabbit owners. Author Lucile C. Moore,
Ph.D., provides pet rabbit owners with valuable information about the total care of their pet. Part
one tells owners just what to expect from their new member of the family and gives detailed
information on how to house, feed, and train a rabbit. Part two contains a comprehensive medical
section, updated for the second edition. A House Rabbit Primer, 2nd Edition has been expanded to
include more photos, new stories and care hints from experienced rabbit caretakers, and additional
information on healthy rabbit diets. This new edition also features more detailed instructions on how
to groom pet rabbits, as well as suggestions on how to care for special needs rabbits. In addition to
up-to-date information on many rabbit diseases, there are tips on creating a first-aid kit for rabbits
as well as providing emergency care. With more and more pet owners choosing to keep their rabbits
indoors full time, this second edition of the guide beloved by rabbit owners around the world lays out
practical information for making rabbits a healthy part of any family.
  best friends animal society founders: The Change Handbook (Volume 4 of 4) (EasyRead
Super Large 18pt Edition) ,
  best friends animal society founders: Our Dumb Animals George Thorndike Angell, 1922
  best friends animal society founders: Queries with Answers in Literature, Art, Science,
Education Charles Wells Moulton, 1888
  best friends animal society founders: Horses with a Mission Linda Anderson, 2009
Presenting stories of animals who have made a difference in people's lives, this book features horses
that have performed acts of true courage & devotion, demonstrating the powerful link between
humans & horses.
  best friends animal society founders: Veterinary Practice News , 2009
  best friends animal society founders: Friends' Intelligencer , 1914
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