best man speech examples

best man speech examples are essential tools for anyone tasked with
delivering a memorable and impactful speech at a wedding. Crafting the
perfect best man speech requires a balance of humor, sincerity, and structure
to captivate the audience and honor the groom and couple. This article
explores a variety of best man speech examples, breaking down their key
components and offering practical advice on how to tailor a speech to
different personalities and wedding styles. Additionally, it covers tips for
overcoming public speaking anxiety and provides guidelines on what to include
and avoid. Whether the goal is to inspire laughter or heartfelt emotion,
these examples and strategies will help create a standout speech that
resonates with all attendees. The following sections will delve into various
examples, structural tips, and delivery techniques to assist in writing an
outstanding best man speech.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Best Man Speech

The best man speech serves as a pivotal moment during a wedding reception,
offering a unique opportunity to celebrate the groom and the newlyweds. Its
primary purpose is to honor the groom, share personal anecdotes, and express
good wishes for the couple’s future. Understanding this role helps to shape
the tone and content of the speech, ensuring it is both appropriate and
meaningful. A well-crafted best man speech balances humor with respect,
entertaining guests while reflecting the groom’s character and the
significance of the occasion.

The Role of the Best Man Speech

The speech is traditionally delivered by the groom’s closest friend or
relative, who often provides insight into the groom’s personality and journey
to marriage. It also functions as a bridge between formal proceedings and the



celebratory atmosphere of the reception, engaging the audience and setting a
positive tone. A successful best man speech enhances the overall wedding
experience by fostering connection and joy among guests.

Key Elements to Include

Effective best man speeches typically include several key components: an
introduction, personal stories about the groom, compliments to the bride,
anecdotes involving the couple, and a toast to their happiness. Recognizing
these elements helps in constructing a speech that is coherent and impactful.

Classic Best Man Speech Examples

Classic best man speeches often follow a traditional format, blending respect
with light humor. These speeches highlight the groom’s qualities, recount
memorable moments, and conclude with heartfelt congratulations. Classic
examples provide a reliable foundation for those new to speech writing or
seeking a timeless approach.

Example 1: Traditional and Respectful

This example emphasizes admiration for the groom’s character and the
significance of the wedding day, making it suitable for formal weddings:

e Opening with gratitude to the hosts and attendees

e Sharing a brief, respectful story about the groom’s integrity or
kindness

e Complimenting the bride and their relationship

e Closing with a sincere toast to the couple’s future

Example 2: Balanced Humor and Sentiment

This speech example mixes light-hearted anecdotes with genuine emotion,
engaging guests while maintaining sincerity:

e Starting with a humorous remark about the groom’s past
e Transitioning to a story that reveals the groom’s loyalty or growth

e Including a warm mention of the bride’s positive influence



e Ending with an uplifting toast that encourages celebration

Humorous Best Man Speech Examples

Humor is a common and effective element in best man speeches, helping to
relax the audience and create a memorable experience. Well-executed humor
should be light, inclusive, and relevant, avoiding sensitive topics. Humorous
best man speech examples demonstrate how to integrate jokes and funny stories
without detracting from the speech’s overall respectfulness.

Example 1: Playful Jokes and Anecdotes

This style relies on witty observations and amusing tales about the groom’s
quirks or adventures, designed to entertain without offending:

e Opening with a clever icebreaker
e Sharing humorous incidents that highlight the groom’s personality
e Incorporating playful banter about wedding day nerves or mishaps

e Concluding with a heartfelt, comedic toast

Example 2: Light-Hearted Roasting

This approach involves gentle teasing that is affectionate and well-received,
reinforcing camaraderie:

Beginning with a disclaimer about the humor’s good intentions

Recalling funny but endearing stories from the groom’s past

Transitioning to praise for the bride’s patience and charm

Finishing with a toast that celebrates both humor and love

Emotional and Heartfelt Best Man Speech



Examples

Some best man speeches prioritize emotional depth, focusing on the meaningful
aspects of friendship and marriage. These speeches resonate through sincerity
and thoughtful reflection, often moving audiences with their genuine tone.
Emotional best man speech examples provide inspiration for crafting speeches
that emphasize love, loyalty, and future hope.

Example 1: Deep Friendship and Gratitude

This speech highlights the strong bond between the best man and the groom,
expressing gratitude and admiration:

Opening with a personal story that reveals the depth of friendship

Discussing the groom’s virtues and growth

Recognizing the bride’s role in the groom’s life

Closing with a touching toast wishing lasting happiness

Example 2: Reflective and Inspirational

This example mixes reflective insights with hopeful wishes, ideal for couples
embarking on a new journey:

e Starting with a meaningful quote or observation about love
e Sharing moments that demonstrate the couple’s compatibility
e Expressing confidence in their future together

e Ending with an inspiring and heartfelt toast

Tips for Writing Your Own Best Man Speech

Writing a best man speech involves careful planning and creativity. Following
proven tips can simplify the process and enhance the speech's effectiveness.
These guidelines focus on content selection, tone, length, and
personalization to ensure the speech is appropriate and engaging.



Structure and Content

A well-structured speech typically lasts between five and seven minutes and
includes a clear introduction, body, and conclusion. The content should be
relevant and balanced, combining humor, stories, and sentiments. Avoiding
controversial topics and inside jokes ensures inclusivity.

Personalization and Authenticity

Personalizing the speech with unique anecdotes and genuine feelings makes it
more compelling. Authenticity resonates with audiences and reflects respect
for the couple. Including specific details about the groom’s character or the
couple’s relationship adds depth and interest.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

e Excessive length that loses the audience’s attention
e Offensive or inappropriate humor

e Overuse of clichés or generic phrases

e Ignoring the bride or focusing solely on the groom

e Reading the speech word-for-word without engagement

Delivery Techniques for Best Man Speeches

The impact of a best man speech is greatly influenced by its delivery.
Effective speaking techniques can enhance clarity, engagement, and emotional
resonance. Practicing these methods helps to overcome nervousness and present
the speech confidently.

Preparation and Practice

Rehearsing the speech multiple times improves fluency and timing. Familiarity
with the content enables natural delivery and allows for eye contact with the
audience. Practicing in front of friends or recording oneself can provide
valuable feedback.



Voice and Body Language

Using varied vocal tones and appropriate pauses adds emphasis and keeps the
audience interested. Maintaining good posture and using purposeful gestures
convey confidence. Smiling and making eye contact foster connection with
listeners.

Managing Nervousness

Techniques such as deep breathing, visualization, and focusing on the
positive purpose of the speech can reduce anxiety. Keeping water nearby and
pausing briefly when needed also support composure. Remembering that the
speech is a celebration helps maintain perspective.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key elements to include in a best man
speech?

A great best man speech should include a warm introduction, a heartfelt
tribute to the groom, a few light-hearted anecdotes, some humor, and a
sincere toast to the couple’s future happiness.

Can you provide a short example of a best man
speech?

Sure! ‘Good evening everyone, I'm honored to stand here as [Groom’s Name]'s
best man. I've known him for years, and I can say he’s one of the kindest and
funniest people I know. [Insert funny or touching anecdote]. Today, we
celebrate not just his marriage, but the start of an incredible journey with
[Bride's Name]. Let’s raise a glass to their happiness and love!’

How long should a best man speech he?

The ideal length for a best man speech is typically between 5 to 7 minutes.
This is long enough to share meaningful stories and express good wishes, but
short enough to keep the audience engaged.

What tone is best for a best man speech?

A best man speech should balance humor and sincerity. Light-hearted jokes and
funny stories can engage the audience, but it'’s important to also include
heartfelt sentiments to honor the couple.



Are there any topics to avoid in a best man speech?

Yes, avoid embarrassing or inappropriate stories, controversial topics,
excessive drinking jokes, and anything that might offend the bride, groom, or
guests. Keep the speech respectful and positive.

How can I make my best man speech more memorable?

Personalize your speech with unique anecdotes about the groom, use humor that
suits the audience, practice your delivery to be confident, and end with a
meaningful toast that resonates with everyone.

Where can I find more best man speech examples?

You can find more best man speech examples on wedding websites like The Knot,
Hitched, or Brides, as well as video platforms like YouTube where you can
watch speeches for inspiration.

Additional Resources

1. Best Man Speeches: Inspiring Examples to Captivate Your Audience

This book offers a diverse collection of best man speech examples suitable
for various wedding styles, from traditional to contemporary. It provides
guidance on structure, tone, and delivery, helping you craft a heartfelt and
memorable speech. With real-life anecdotes and tips, it’'s perfect for anyone
looking to impress the bride, groom, and guests.

2. The Art of the Best Man Speech: Crafting Humor and Heart

Focused on balancing humor with sincerity, this book teaches you how to
engage your audience while honoring the couple. It includes sample speeches,
writing exercises, and advice on timing and pacing. Whether you're naturally
funny or more serious, you'll find strategies to make your speech stand out.

3. Best Man Speech Made Easy: Quick and Effective Examples

Ideal for those short on time, this guide provides ready-to-use speeches and
templates that can be easily personalized. It breaks down key components and
offers phrases for different sentiments such as gratitude, anecdotes, and
toasts. Perfect for first-time speakers who want to deliver a polished speech
without stress.

4. From Jokes to Toasts: The Ultimate Best Man Speech Guide

This comprehensive book covers everything from incorporating humor to
delivering meaningful toasts. It includes tips on avoiding common pitfalls
and managing nerves. With a wide range of sample speeches, it caters to all
personality types and wedding themes.

5. Memorable Moments: Best Man Speeches That Leave a Lasting Impression
Highlighting speeches that resonate long after the wedding, this book focuses
on storytelling and emotional impact. It guides you through selecting the



right memories and crafting a narrative that honors the groom’s journey.
Readers will find inspiration to create speeches that are both touching and
memorable.

6. Best Man Speech Examples for Every 0Occasion

This versatile collection includes speeches tailored to different wedding
sizes, cultures, and settings. Whether the event is formal or casual, this
book provides examples that fit the tone and audience. It also offers advice
on customizing your speech to reflect your personal relationship with the
groom.

7. Speak with Confidence: A Best Man Speech Workbook

Designed as an interactive workbook, this title helps you develop your speech
step-by-step. It includes prompts, checklists, and practice exercises to
build confidence and improve delivery. Ideal for those who want a hands-on
approach to crafting their best man speech.

8. The Best Man’s Guide to Memorable Wedding Speeches

This book combines practical advice with examples that emphasize respect,
humor, and emotion. It offers guidance on speech length, audience engagement,
and handling unexpected moments. Readers will gain tools to create speeches
that honor tradition while showcasing their unique voice.

9. Funny and Heartfelt: Best Man Speech Examples to Inspire

Balancing wit and warmth, this book features a variety of speech examples
that are both entertaining and sincere. It includes tips on timing jokes and
delivering heartfelt messages without sounding rehearsed. Perfect for best
men who want to bring laughter and tears to the celebration.
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best man speech examples: How To Make a Brilliant Best Man's Speech Phillip Khan-Panni,
2017-03-30 How to make a great, best man's speech - and a guide to being a great best man. In this
book Phillip Khan-Panni uses his expertise as a champion professional speaker to help the best man
with the terrifying prospect of writing and delivering The Speech. He guides you on the vital
preparation of your speech and tells you how to use stories, jokes and quotations that will lift it well
above the bare necessities. With the author's help and his professional tips and techniques, you will
be able to make a really entertaining and moving speech that will be remembered for a long time to
come. You might even enjoy making it as much as the guests do hearing it! There are also checklists
and further advice to help you organise the whole occasion so that the big day honours the groom
and his bride and thoroughly impresses their friends and relations
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buddy is getting married and you are asked to be his best man, a best man wedding speech comes in
to your mind. You want to deliver the best man speech with fun and memorable. Best Man Wedding
Speeches gives you the guidance on how to write a best man wedding speech with samples and
examples of funny and touchy ideas. It also covers wedding etiquette, the do’s and dont’s of jokes in
a wedding speech and finish with a smashing toast. Find out the way to write best speeches in Best
Man Wedding Speeches now.

best man speech examples: Be the Best, Best Man & Make a stunning Speech! Phillip
Khan-Panni, 2014-02-21 The focus of this book is on that brief but terrifying prospect: the Best
Man's speech. The book includes techniques for using stories, jokes and quotations that will lift your
speech well above the bare necessities, helping you not only to make the speech, but also to enjoy it.
More than just a guide to the Best Man's speech, this book is a one-stop guide to being a really
effective, all round, Best Man. Above all its purpose is to help you enjoy your role as Best Man and to
make it an occasion that honours the groom and his chosen bride.

best man speech examples: The Fast Way to a Perfect Best Man's Speech: Bullet Guides
Matt Avery, 2011-10-28 Open this book and you will Bring laughter and tears Deliver great jokes
Speak with confidence Keep them hooked

best man speech examples: Being the Best Man For Dummies, UK Edition Dominic Bliss,
2013-03-27 If you're looking for practical, straight-talking advice on getting things right, look no
further. Being the Best Man For Dummies is a perfect one-stop guide to being the ideal best man.
This newly updated edition includes: Advice on organising the stag night (or weekend), including a
guide to the best destinations, activities, and organisers, with contact information. An outline of your
wedding day responsibilities (in the morning, at the church, during the reception, and all points in
between) plus tips on how not to screw things up. A guide to writing a delivering a great speech,
including opening lines, jokes, quotes, and more. Ten wedding-day nightmare scenarios to avoid.
Guidance on how to dress to impress. All that in one convenient package that also doubles as a
terrific prop for the reception speech.

best man speech examples: Making the Best Man's Speech John Bowden, 2011-06-01 This is a
guide for prospective best men which aims to answer the anxieties about making the speech. It
offers advice on speech-making essentials, great openings, strong middles, big finishes, plus putting
it all together and delivering the speech itself.

best man speech examples: How To Be The Best, Best Man Ron Scribner, 2023-05-15 Finally!
A must-have book that will make your special day even better. This book is a complete guide on
really how to be the very best man for your special buddy, the future groom. Once your brother, best
friend, work associate, or whoever asks you to be his best man, it is a very special and significant
time for both of you. I have stood at several weddings and was the Best Man in two of them. Being
the Best Man is not just a title you obtain after saying, Yes, of course I will! It is a huge responsibility
with many duties to conquer. Yes, believe it or not, there is much more to just start thinking about
the bachelor party, which I've since learned from experience. Did I forget some things I needed to do
for my pal? Of course I did. Even after the second time. So I started writing down everything I could
think of and learned so much more from extensive research. And remember, yes, there is a lot
involved and much to do, but enjoy the process. It only happens once. This book will make the future
bride and groom very happy with their decision to choose you to be the best person they could have
ever asked to have this honor. So get ready to be the very best, best man you could ever be!

best man speech examples: Don’T Burn Your Toast Pete Honsberger, 2017-04-20 Dont Burn
Your Toast should from this day forward be a staple in the planning of every wedding, alongside the
venue, photographer, cake and the wedding dress. - Vincent Pugliese, Elizabeth Vincent
Photography Its an honor to be chosen as best man or maid of honor for a wedding. First comes
planning for the big weekend, then preparing for the bachelor/bachelorette party, and finally
delivering a toast at the reception. In front of everyone. Gulp. Like many of you, Pete Honsberger
has seen the good, the bad, and the ugly when it comes to these toasts. And he thinks he can help.
Along with plenty of pop culture references and a few life lessons, Pete provides the building blocks




to an unforgettable story, helpful speech prompts, and a Dynamite Toast Checklist that will help turn
a potentially dreaded obligation into a golden opportunity. Dont Burn Your Toast leads the charge
against mediocre (or disastrous) wedding speeches with a simple, funny and chronological guide to a
memorable toast.

best man speech examples: Being The Best Man For Dummies Dominic Bliss, 2011-02-15
Being best man is both an honour and a huge responsibility - if you think it's just a case of buying a
few beers on a lad's night out, think again! You'e got a lot of organising to do, there's etiquette to
follow and, of course, the dreaded speech to make. Fear not, however, as Being the Best Man For
Dummies is here to help. It's a humorous, yet information-packed step-by-step guide to your role and
responsibilities, from organising the stag night (or weekend) right through to the big day itself. It
also gives tips and advice for you to give the best speech you can.

best man speech examples: Best Man's Duties Chris Akerman, 2014-03-20 Being asked to be a
best man is a great honour... but there's the terrifying prospect of giving the speech. There's the
stag party to organise, but where do you start? Then there are all those other duties, not to mention
the general support you'll need to give the groom. Pretty soon you may be feeling a bit overwhelmed
and start to wonder how you can get out of it. Well I'm afraid that's generally not an option, as in
this case the groom is like Don Corleone in the Godfather: he has made you an offer you can't refuse.
This book will help you rise to the challenge. Written in an informal and lively style it guides you
through all your duties from comprehensively exploring the options for the stag party to ensuring
you are fully prepared to deliver a great speech on the day (to help with this the book includes 10
original, entertaining and inventive sample speeches). Its detailed guidance should ensure that
anyone chosen to be best man will be able to fulfil the role with confidence and in doing so really
enjoy the experience.

best man speech examples: How to Write a Perfect Wedding Speech: The Ultimate Wedding
Toast Guide Madison Jeffrey, 2013 In a wedding having wedding speeches is normal and traditional
part of the ceremony. Most close people do this task to congratulate and wish the couple of the new
stage they have made in life. Creating a speech can be a hard task when you have never tried giving
one. It can also be very difficult when you are not used to writing one. Fortunately, this guide is
made to solve the problem. This will be your ultimate guide towards writing and giving speeches
that will be remembered by everybody. Let your speech be an inspiration of the newlywed couple.

best man speech examples: Making a Wedding Speech John Bowden, 2000 So you've been
asked to say a few words on the day. The problem is, we don't get much practice, do we? That's why
this book will prove so useful to you. It will show you how to prepare and deliver a unique and
memorable speech that you can be proud of. What's more, you'll enjoy it! CONTENTS: Finding a
captivating opening and compelling close - turning listeners into participants - weaving quotations
into your speech - saying it with humour - using your voice well - giving out the right non-verbal
messages - having self-confidence and coping with nerves - fifty model speeches About the author
John Bowden has over 20 years' experience as a professional trainer and senior lecturer in
communication skills. He has written several books on speech making and is a member of the
Comedy Writers' Association.

best man speech examples: Perfect Wedding Speeches and Toasts George Davidson,
2009-05-27 Perfect Wedding Speeches and Toasts is an invaluable guide to preparing and delivering
unforgettable speeches. Covering everything from advice on mastering your nerves to tips about
how to make a real impact, it walks you through every aspect of preparing for the big day and
speaking in public. Whether you're the father of the bride, the bride herself, the groom or the best
man, Perfect Wedding Speeches and Toasts will help make sure your speech goes off without a
hitch. The Perfect series is a range of practical guides that give clear and straightforward advice on
everything from getting your first job to choosing your baby's name. Written by experienced authors
offering tried-and-tested tips, each book contains all you need to get it right first time.

best man speech examples: The Complete Best Man John Bowden, 2006-03-14 T know
exactly what you are thinking. It seemed such a good idea at the time, but now you are beginning to



realise there's going to be more to it than just turning up on time and handing over the ring. Am I
right, or am I right? Fear not. Whether the happy couple has a traditional white wedding vision or a
modernist view of their big day, this handbook will show you how to become their perfect best
man...a best man who knows how to combine the best of the old with the best of the new. The groom
will be glad he chose you. So pour yourself a cold one, sit back and get ready to learn how to turn a
stressful honour into a piece of (wedding) cake.

best man speech examples: The Best Man's Speech , 2004 A comprehensive and practical
guide for the Best Man to compose a winning wedding speech, this title contains eight full-length
examples of speeches as well as advice on how to research suitable material, to ensure that the Best
Man's speech is one to be remembered.

best man speech examples: Pragmemes and Theories of Language Use Keith Allan,
Alessandro Capone, Istvan Kecskes, 2017-01-10 This volume offers recent developments in
pragmatics and adjacent territories of investigation, including important new concepts such as the
pragmatic act and the pragmeme, and combines developments in neighboring disciplines in an
integrative holistic pragmatic approach. The young science of pragmatics has, from its inception,
differentiated itself from neighboring fields in the humanities, especially the disciplines dealing with
language and those focusing on the social and anthropological aspects of human behavior, by
focusing on the language user in his or her societal environment.This collection of papers continues
that emphasis on language use, and pragmatic acts in their context. The editors and contributors
share a perspective that essentially considers language as a system for communication and wants to
look at language from a societal perspective, and accept the view that acts of interpretation are
essentially embedded in culture. In an interdisciplinary approach, some authors explore connections
with social theory, in particular sociology or socio-linguistics, some offer a political stance (critical
discourse analysis), others explore connections with philosophy and philosophy of language, and
several papers address problems in theoretical pragmatics.

best man speech examples: The Second Best Man R. P. Nathan, 2011-03 When Alan gets
asked to be best man there are only two problems: he has a morbid fear of public speaking and has
been in love with the bride to be since uni... A hilarious everyday tale of life, love and lobsters. The
Second Best Man is being sold in aid of charity and I'm donating all the royalties I receive from the
sale of it to Comic Relief (currently around €1.20 per book on Amazon or €3.30 from Lulu). Over
the book's life I'm hoping to raise € 1million for them so please buy a copy! Readers have said: I
have just finished The Second Best Man and loved it! It made me laugh and laugh and laugh! I want
to start reading it all over again. A brilliant book to warm the cockles and keep you away from
depression on cold and grey Autunm nights. and I devoured it within 24 hours. Perfectly paced.
Made me laugh out loud as well as cry.

best man speech examples: The Greatest Guide to Your Dream Wedding Jill Hassall, 2011
Hassall has packed with book with tips to help everyone avoid the pitfalls and make their wedding
successful and memorable-- for all the right reasons!

best man speech examples: Rhetorical Public Speaking Nathan Crick, 2017-06-14
Rhetorical Public Speaking: Civic Engagement in the Digital Age, Third Edition offers students an
innovative approach to public speaking by employing the rhetorical canon as a means of
constructing artful speech in a multi-mediated environment. It provides a foundation to guide
students in understanding, constructing, and delivering messages that address matters of public
concern. This edition features contemporary as well as historical examples to highlight key concepts
and show how rhetoric works in practice. Each chapter includes speech excerpts, summaries, and
exercises for review and retention. Students of public speaking are encouraged to employ their new
skills as engaged citizens of society.

best man speech examples: The Modern Couple's Guide to Wedding Speeches Heidi
Ellert-McDermott, 2023-03-09 Groom or bride, straight or gay. Nail the perfect words to say. There's
no longer an excuse for wedding speeches to be a tedious succession of predictable platitudes,
outdated etiquette and cheesy wedding gags. This book is for nearlyweds who want to make their




wedding speeches one of the day's highlights. Written by Heidi Ellert-McDermott, award-winning
wedding speechwriter and founder of Speechy, this guide will help you write and deliver a speech
that's memorable for the right reasons. Heidi's advice has been quoted everywhere from the Daily
Mail to the New York Times, and with insights and trade secrets from comedians, TV scriptwriters
and wedding influencers, this is the ultimate toolkit for couples wanting to make their wedding
speeches a little more wonderful. Create a lifelong memory as you: - Plan the perfect speech line up -
Decide how to represent your union 'on mic' - Swot up on modern speech etiquette - Gather cracking
content and curate your best material - Discover the simple speechwriter techniques that will help
you develop unique, humorous and sentimental lines to add wit and depth to your speech - Learn the
trade secrets to delivering like a pro - Get inspired by over a dozen wedding speech examples
written by professional speechwriters
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