
criminal justice research proposal topics
criminal justice research proposal topics play a crucial role in shaping the direction of
academic inquiry and practical advancements within the field of criminal justice. Selecting
an appropriate topic is foundational to developing a compelling research proposal that
addresses pertinent issues such as law enforcement, corrections, legal systems, and crime
prevention. This article explores a broad spectrum of criminal justice research proposal
topics, aimed at providing scholars, students, and professionals with a comprehensive
guide to current and relevant areas of study. Emphasizing the importance of originality,
relevance, and feasibility, it also discusses thematic categories and offers examples that
reflect contemporary challenges and innovations. The aim is to assist researchers in
identifying topics that not only contribute to academic knowledge but also influence policy
and practice in criminal justice. The following sections will cover thematic areas of research,
criteria for selecting suitable topics, and a curated list of promising proposals.

Thematic Areas in Criminal Justice Research

Criteria for Choosing Effective Research Proposal Topics

Examples of Criminal Justice Research Proposal Topics

Emerging Trends and Innovative Research Areas

Practical Tips for Developing a Research Proposal

Thematic Areas in Criminal Justice Research
Understanding the broad thematic areas within criminal justice research is essential for
generating focused and impactful criminal justice research proposal topics. These thematic
areas provide a framework within which researchers can identify gaps in knowledge and
emerging issues that require scholarly attention. Key themes include law enforcement
practices, judicial processes, corrections and rehabilitation, crime prevention strategies,
and the sociological and psychological aspects of crime and justice.

Law Enforcement and Policing
Research topics in this area explore policing methods, community relations, use of force,
technology in law enforcement, and accountability mechanisms. Studies may investigate
the effectiveness of body-worn cameras, policing in minority communities, or strategies to
reduce police misconduct.



Judicial Systems and Legal Processes
This theme covers topics related to court procedures, sentencing policies, legal reforms,
and the role of public defenders and prosecutors. Researchers may analyze disparities in
sentencing, the impact of legal aid, or the effectiveness of restorative justice programs.

Corrections and Rehabilitation
Research proposals under this theme focus on prison conditions, rehabilitation programs,
recidivism rates, and alternatives to incarceration. Topics might examine the efficacy of
educational programs in prisons, mental health services for inmates, or community-based
corrections.

Crime Prevention and Community Safety
Topics here include crime deterrence strategies, community policing, neighborhood watch
programs, and situational crime prevention. Researchers may study the impact of
environmental design on crime rates or the role of social programs in reducing juvenile
delinquency.

Sociological and Psychological Perspectives
This area investigates the causes and effects of criminal behavior from social and
psychological viewpoints, including studies on victimology, offender profiling, and the
influence of socioeconomic factors on crime.

Criteria for Choosing Effective Research Proposal
Topics
When selecting criminal justice research proposal topics, several criteria ensure that the
chosen subject is both viable and valuable. These criteria help streamline the research
process and enhance the contribution of the study to the field.

Relevance to Current Issues
The topic should address pressing challenges or gaps within the criminal justice system.
Prioritizing contemporary problems increases the study's applicability and interest from
academic and policy-making communities.

Originality and Innovation
Proposals should aim to offer new insights or approaches to existing problems. Innovative



research can involve novel methodologies, unique data sources, or interdisciplinary
perspectives.

Feasibility and Resource Availability
Consideration must be given to the availability of data, access to participants, time
constraints, and funding. Practical feasibility ensures the research can be completed
effectively.

Ethical Considerations
Given the sensitive nature of criminal justice research, topics must comply with ethical
standards, protecting the rights and privacy of participants, especially when dealing with
vulnerable populations.

Scope and Specificity
Choosing a topic with an appropriate scope is critical. Too broad a topic can be
unmanageable, while an overly narrow one may lack sufficient data or relevance.

Examples of Criminal Justice Research Proposal
Topics
Below is a curated list of criminal justice research proposal topics that reflect diverse
interests and areas of study. These examples demonstrate potential directions for scholarly
research.

The impact of body-worn cameras on police accountability and community trust.1.

Evaluating the effectiveness of restorative justice programs in juvenile delinquency2.
cases.

Analyzing racial disparities in sentencing within federal and state courts.3.

The role of mental health courts in reducing recidivism among offenders with4.
psychological disorders.

Assessing the influence of socioeconomic status on criminal behavior patterns.5.

Effectiveness of community policing strategies in urban versus rural settings.6.

Challenges and outcomes of reintegration programs for formerly incarcerated7.
individuals.



The use of predictive policing technologies: benefits and ethical concerns.8.

Impact of prison education programs on inmate rehabilitation and post-release9.
employment.

Victim perspectives and satisfaction with the criminal justice process.10.

Emerging Trends and Innovative Research Areas
Criminal justice research is continuously evolving, with emerging trends offering fertile
ground for innovative criminal justice research proposal topics. These trends often reflect
technological advancements and shifting societal norms.

Technology and Criminal Justice
The integration of artificial intelligence, big data analytics, and digital forensics is
transforming crime detection and prevention. Research can explore the implications of
these technologies on privacy, accuracy, and legal frameworks.

Cybercrime and Digital Security
With the rise of cybercrime, topics focusing on cybersecurity measures, identity theft,
cyberbullying, and digital fraud are increasingly relevant. Investigations may consider
legislative responses and law enforcement capabilities.

Criminal Justice Reform and Policy Analysis
Research proposals might analyze the impact of recent policy reforms, such as bail reform,
decriminalization of certain offenses, or changes in drug sentencing laws. Policy evaluation
studies help determine efficacy and unintended consequences.

Trauma-Informed Approaches and Mental Health
As awareness of trauma's role in criminal behavior grows, research into trauma-informed
care within criminal justice settings is expanding. Topics can include the treatment of PTSD
among offenders or trauma-sensitive policing strategies.

Practical Tips for Developing a Research Proposal
Developing a successful criminal justice research proposal requires careful planning and
attention to detail. Consider the following practical tips to enhance the quality and clarity of



the proposal.

Define Clear Research Questions
Formulate specific, measurable, and achievable research questions that guide the study
and provide focus.

Conduct a Thorough Literature Review
Review existing research to identify gaps, justify the study’s significance, and avoid
duplication.

Choose Appropriate Methodologies
Select research methods that align with the topic and objectives, whether qualitative,
quantitative, or mixed methods.

Outline Ethical Protocols
Include detailed plans for obtaining informed consent, ensuring confidentiality, and
minimizing harm to participants.

Plan for Data Collection and Analysis
Clarify how data will be gathered, managed, and analyzed to ensure validity and reliability.

Start with a compelling introduction that contextualizes the research problem.

Set realistic timelines and milestones for the research process.

Seek feedback from advisors or experts to refine the proposal.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some current trending topics in criminal
justice research proposals?
Current trending topics include cybercrime and digital forensics, police reform and
community policing, criminal justice and mental health, racial disparities in sentencing,



restorative justice practices, and the impact of technology on crime prevention.

How can I choose a relevant criminal justice research
proposal topic?
To choose a relevant topic, consider current issues in the criminal justice system, gaps in
existing research, your personal interests, and the practical implications of your study.
Reviewing recent journals and news can also help identify pressing topics.

What makes a criminal justice research proposal topic
suitable for academic research?
A suitable topic should be specific, researchable, original, and significant to the field. It
should address a clear problem or question, have available data sources, and contribute to
improving understanding or practices within criminal justice.

Are there emerging technologies that influence criminal
justice research topics?
Yes, emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence in predictive policing, body-worn
cameras, blockchain for evidence management, and digital surveillance tools are
influencing new research topics in criminal justice.

How important is the ethical consideration in choosing
a criminal justice research proposal topic?
Ethical considerations are crucial, especially when research involves human subjects,
sensitive data, or vulnerable populations. Researchers must ensure confidentiality,
informed consent, and avoid harm or bias in their studies.

Can research proposals focus on policy analysis within
criminal justice?
Absolutely, policy analysis is a vital area in criminal justice research. Proposals can examine
the effectiveness, impact, or unintended consequences of laws, reforms, sentencing
guidelines, or policing strategies to inform better policymaking.

Additional Resources
1. Research Methods in Criminal Justice and Criminology
This comprehensive text offers an in-depth exploration of research methodologies tailored
specifically for criminal justice studies. It covers both qualitative and quantitative
approaches, emphasizing ethical considerations and practical applications. Ideal for
students and researchers, the book provides tools to design, conduct, and analyze research
effectively within the criminal justice field.



2. Designing Research in Criminal Justice
A practical guide focused on the initial stages of research proposal development, this book
helps readers formulate clear research questions and hypotheses. It discusses how to
choose appropriate research designs and methods to address pressing issues in criminal
justice. The text also highlights the importance of aligning research objectives with policy
and practice needs.

3. Qualitative Research in Crime and Justice
This book delves into qualitative research techniques such as interviews, ethnography, and
case studies, offering detailed guidance on their application in crime and justice contexts. It
emphasizes the importance of understanding social dynamics and the lived experiences of
individuals within the justice system. Researchers will find valuable advice on data
collection, analysis, and ethical concerns.

4. Quantitative Methods for Criminal Justice Research
Focusing on statistical techniques and data analysis, this text equips researchers with the
skills to interpret complex datasets relevant to crime and justice. It covers descriptive
statistics, inferential analysis, and the use of software tools to enhance research accuracy.
The book is essential for those aiming to incorporate rigorous quantitative methods in their
proposals.

5. Ethics and Research in Criminal Justice
Addressing the critical aspect of ethics, this book explores the responsibilities of
researchers working within the criminal justice system. It discusses informed consent,
confidentiality, and the potential impacts of research on vulnerable populations. The text
serves as a guide to maintaining integrity and ethical standards throughout the research
process.

6. Crime Data and Analysis: Researching Criminal Justice Policy
This book emphasizes the use of crime data in shaping and evaluating criminal justice
policies. It provides methodologies for collecting, analyzing, and interpreting data to inform
evidence-based decision-making. Researchers interested in the policy implications of their
work will find this resource particularly valuable.

7. Developing a Research Proposal in Criminal Justice
A step-by-step manual for crafting effective research proposals, this book covers topic
selection, literature review, methodology, and budgeting. It offers tips for securing funding
and navigating institutional review boards. The focus is on producing clear, persuasive
proposals that meet academic and professional standards.

8. Advanced Topics in Criminal Justice Research
This edited volume explores emerging trends and complex issues in criminal justice
research, including technology, cybercrime, and interdisciplinary approaches. It challenges
researchers to think critically about novel methods and theoretical frameworks. The book is
suited for graduate students and seasoned researchers looking to deepen their expertise.

9. Policy Analysis and Evaluation in Criminal Justice
Focusing on the assessment of criminal justice programs and policies, this book outlines
frameworks for conducting rigorous evaluations. It discusses both formative and summative
evaluation techniques and their role in improving system effectiveness. Researchers
interested in applied research and real-world impact will benefit from its practical approach.
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  criminal justice research proposal topics: Research Methods in Criminal Justice and
Criminology Callie Marie Rennison, Timothy C. Hart, 2022-01-31 Research Methods in Criminal
Justice and Criminology connects key concepts to real field research and practices using
contemporary examples and recurring case studies throughout the book that demonstrate how
concepts relate to students’ lives. Authors Callie M. Rennison and Timothy C. Hart introduce
practical research strategies used in criminal justice to show students how a research question can
become a policy that changes or influences criminal justice practices. The book’s student-driven
approach addresses both the why and the how as it covers the research process and focuses on the
practical application of data collection and analysis. By demonstrating the variety of ways research
can be used, and reinforcing the need to discern quality research, the book prepares students to
become critical consumers and ethical producers of research. The Second Edition includes two new
case studies woven throughout, and new expert profiles to highlight contemporary topics. Editable
PowerPoint slides and a test bank are available to instructors.
  criminal justice research proposal topics: The SAGE Guide to Writing in Criminal Justice
Research Methods Jennifer M. Allen, Steven Hougland, 2020-01-28 The SAGE Guide to Writing in
Criminal Justice Research Methods equips students with transferable writing skills that can be
applied across the field of criminal justice—both academically and professionally. Authors Jennifer
M. Allen and Steven Hougland interweave professional and applied writing, academic writing, and
information literacy, with the result being a stronger, more confident writer, researcher, and student
in criminal justice. Focused on teaching students how to write in the academic setting while
introducing them to a number of other writing tools specific to research methods, such as writing
literature reviews, abstracts, proposals, and more. The perfect companion for any criminal justice
research methods course, this brief text focuses on key topics that will benefit students in their
classes and in the field.
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Research Methods for Criminology and
Criminal Justice Mark L. Dantzker, Ronald D. Hunter, 2006 Research Methods for Criminology and
Criminal Justice: A Primer, Second Edition provides students of criminology and criminal justice with
a clear and simple approach to understanding social science research. Completely updated and
redesigned, this text is written to engage students and make the complex subject of research
methods easy for the would-be criminal justice practitioner to comprehend. In addition to covering
current topics such as community policing, alternative sentencing for nonviolent offenders, and gang
violence, each chapter starts with a case study demonstrating how research methods are used in
practical applications within the field. Later, these issues are also addressed in exercises and
questions found at the end of the chapter. This indispensable resource is accessible, understandable,
and user-friendly, and is a must-read for students in any research methods course.Each chapter of
this text begins with a case study illustrating how research methods, requirements, and processes
are used in real-life applications. Research Methods for Criminology and Criminal Justice: A Primer
uses important contemporary issues such as gangs, drugs, teen alcohol abuse, and alternative
sentencing options for non-violent offenders, to illustrate role of research in developing policies and
procedures. These illustrations are also addressed at the end of each chapter in exercises and review
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questions. Research Methods for Criminology and Criminal Justice: A Primer makes learning
research methods easy, understandable, and applicable to the criminal justice topics students are
most interested in.Research Methods for Criminology and Criminal Justice: A Primer will be
available with instructor's resources including an Instructor's Manual, including lecture outlines and
review question solutions, Microsoft PowerPoint(tm) presentations, and a test bank.
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Research Paper Writing Guide for Criminal
Justice and Forensic Investigation Scholars Michael Kane, 2015-06-10 This book contains the
necessary information for college students to write successful research papers. Most research
textbooks stop short at describing the step-by-step process of building and presenting research
papers. This book does not. The textbook's design walks students through the logical process of
building research papers and presenting research findings both orally and in writing. Topics include:
APA Writing Guide and Paper Requirements The Purpose Statement Citing in APA Style What is a
Scholarly Journal? The Literature Review Critical Thinking: Analysis, Synthesis, and Evaluation The
Oral Presentation Completing the Paper The textbook serves as a primary textbook for courses
involving research methods and paper writing or serves as an effective supplement to courses with
major research paper components. The textbook contains several practical exercises and helpful
tables as well.
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Criminal Justice Research and Development
United States. National Advisory Committee on Criminal Justice Standards and Goals. Task Force on
Criminal Justice Research and Development, United States. National Advisory Committee on
Criminal Justice Standards and Goals, 1976 Intended for federal, state, and local policymakers in the
area of criminal justice research and development, this report includes guidelines for improvement
of the quality, relevance, and utilization of research results. In order to cover these issues, part two
of this report focuses respectively on the needs of research and development policymakers who fund
criminal justice research and development, researchers who conduct research and development, and
practitioners who put research and development results into use. Guidelines and principles are
proposed which should assist policymakers at all levels of government. However, some topics tend to
be addressed more to the federal level, where major research and development decisions are often
made. The first chapter of this part presents a detailed discussion of institutional support for
criminal justice research and development. It describes the federal role in supporting this effort,
focusing on who the agencies are, the extent of their involvement, and how the principal agencies
are organized to manage their research and development programs. Recommendations regarding
the research and development management activities of criminal justice funding agencies are
included. Several important issues in the conduct of criminal justice research and development are
examined in the second chapter. Among the topics discussed are constraints on research, ethical
issues, research designs and methodologies, prerequisites for sound planning and project selection,
ways of maintaining the confidentiality of data, and ways of making data more easily available for
research and statistical purposes. The final chapter of this section discusses research and
development utilization practices and the assumptions underlying current policies in this area. A
criticism of these policies and recommendations for new strategies is presented. The final part of
this report provides an analysis of the kinds of problems often encountered in research and
development. Three general types of criminal justice research and development are discussed:
technology (e.g., hardware) research, research on problems of criminal justice organizations (e.g.,
arrest, prosecution, sentencing, and parole), and research on new criminal justice problems. For
each type of research and development, the relevant issues and recommendations are discussed.
Most of these, however, still related to either the support or conduct of research and development.
The report also attempts to provide concrete illustrative examples by raising the relevant issues in
the context of crime prevention at commercial and residential sites (technology research),
sentencing (research on problems of criminal justice organizations), and problems of the victim
(research on new criminal justice problems).
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Criminal Justice Research and Development



Task Force on Criminal Justice Research and Development, 1976 The report also attempts to provide
concrete illustrative examples by raising the relevant issues in the context of crime prevention at
commercial and residential sites (technology research), sentencing (research on problems of
criminal justice organizations), and problems of the victim (research on new criminal justice
problems).
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Criminal Justice and Criminology Research
Methods John J. Brent, Peter B. Kraska, 2020-12-30 Criminal Justice and Criminology Research
Methods, Third Edition, is an accessible and engaging text that offers balanced coverage of a full
range of contemporary research methods. Filled with gritty criminal justice and criminology
examples including policing, corrections, evaluation research, forensics, feminist studies, juvenile
justice, crime theory, and criminal justice theory, this new edition demonstrates how research is
relevant to the field and what tools are needed to actually conduct that research. Kraska, Brent, and
Neuman write in a pedagogically friendly style yet without sacrificing rigor, offering balanced
coverage of qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods. With its exploration of the thinking behind
science and its cutting-edge content, the text goes beyond the nuts and bolts to teach students how
to competently critique as well as create research-based knowledge. This book is suitable for
undergraduate and early graduate students in US and global Criminology, Criminal Justice, and
Justice Studies programs, as well as for senior scholars concerned with incorporating the latest
mixed-methods approaches into their research.
  criminal justice research proposal topics: National Institute of Justice Journal , 1999-10
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Encyclopedia of Criminology J. Mitchell Miller,
Richard A. Wright, 2013-12-17 This three-volume work offers a comprehensive review of the pivotal
concepts, measures, theories, and practices that comprise criminology and criminal justice. No
longer just a subtopic of sociology, criminology has become an independent academic field of study
that incorporates scholarship from numerous disciplines including psychology, political science,
behavioral science, law, economics, public health, family studies, social work, and many others. The
three-volume Encyclopedia of Criminology presents the latest research as well as the traditional
topics which reflect the field's multidisciplinary nature in a single, authoritative reference work.
More than 525 alphabetically arranged entries by the leading authorities in the discipline comprise
this definitive, international resource. The pivotal concepts, measures, theories, and practices of the
field are addressed with an emphasis on comparative criminology and criminal justice. While the
primary focus of the work is on American criminology and contemporary criminal justice in the
United States, extensive global coverage of other nations' justice systems is included, and the
increasing international nature of crime is explored thoroughly. Providing the most up-to-date
scholarship in addition to the traditional theories on criminology, the Encyclopedia of Criminology is
the essential one-stop reference for students and scholars alike to explore the broad expanse of this
multidisciplinary field.
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Departments of Commerce, Justice, and
State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriations for 1985: Department of Justice
United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on the Departments
of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies, 1984
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Criminal Justice Research Sources Robert L.
O'Block, 1986 This revised and expanded reference guide incorporates all major sources of
information available to the student of criminal justice.
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Departments of Commerce, Justice, and
State, the Judiciary, and related agencies appropriations for 1985 United States. Congress.
House. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on the Departments of Commerce, Justice, and
State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies, 1984
  criminal justice research proposal topics: The Quick Fix Guide to Academic Writing
Phillip C. Shon, 2017-10-30 Whether you’re writing a paper, essay, assignment, or dissertation, this
short and punchy book helps you improve your writing skills through minimal effort. Providing you



with a quick set of writing rules to follow, this tried and tested guide uses a unique and easy to
follow grid-based system. Packed with advice on understanding (big and little) common errors made
in academic writing, it helps you identify patterns in your own writing and demonstrates how to
reshape or re-evaluate them - and raise your writing game in any academic context. How-to tutorials
include: Synthesizing and critiquing literature – and using your coding sheet to develop critical
arguments Shaping abstracts, introductions, discussions, and conclusions – to improve the logic and
structure of your writing Applying lessons-learned to future projects, whatever format of academic
writing. Save time and improve your grades, with this essential quick fix guide! The Student Success
series are essential guides for students of all levels. From how to think critically and write great
essays to planning your dream career, the Student Success series helps you study smarter and get
the best from your time at university.
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Research and Evaluation Plan National Institute of
Justice (U.S.), 1992
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Southernising Criminology Luiz Dal Santo, Carla
Sepúlveda Penna, 2024-06-03 This book introduces the ‘Southern criminology’ movement; explores
its theoretical, methodological, and philosophical tools; offers analytical accounts on the
development of criminological thoughts in marginalised regions; and showcases the cutting edge of
criminological research from Southern settings. Southernising Criminology is structured into three
parts. The first part provides theoretical and methodological insights into how criminology can be
Southernised, including renowned social scientists who share concerns for the need to
reconceptualise the centre, the periphery, and their relations. The second part brings the reader
up-to-date with the state of criminological research in different parts of the world and how far this
landscape has changed when introducing Southern perspectives. The third part shows first-hand
examples of how Southern criminology is done, with its challenges and transformative potential for
criminological knowledge. Bringing together contributions from leading scholars working across the
five continents and drawing on issues such as state criminality, violent crime, criminal justice
practices, and state and non-state punishment, this book offers a critical account of the problems of
metropolitan thinking, colonial and imperial power relations, and Western ethnocentric approaches
to criminology. It offers a nuanced and grounded reflection on how things are being done differently
and why that is important. An accessible and compelling read, this book will appeal to students and
scholars of criminology, sociology, politics, and policy makers from around the world who are
interested in the field of criminology and are aware of the urgent need for it to be decolonised and
democratised.
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Research Methods for Criminology and Criminal
Justice Mark Dantzker, Ronald Hunter, 2011-04-15 Key Features: --
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Research Methods for Criminology and Criminal
Justice Dantzker, Ronald D. Hunter, Susan T. Quinn, 2016-12 Ideal for undergraduate or
graduate-level courses, Research Methods for Criminology and Criminal Justice, Fourth Edition
introduces students to the functions of criminal justice research including basic ideas behind
scientific theory, research language, and research design.
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Fundamentals of Research in Criminology
and Criminal Justice Ronet D. Bachman, Russell K. Schutt, 2019-12-31 The authors are proud
sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations Award—enabling graduate students
and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA pre-conference teaching and learning workshop.
Fundamentals of Research in Criminology and Criminal Justice introduces students to the
multifaceted subject of research methods and shows them why research is important in the field.
This brief version of Ronet D. Bachman and Russell K. Schutt’s best-selling The Practice of Research
in Criminology and Criminal Justice simplifies complex concepts with real-world research examples
found in everyday experiences in the criminology and criminal justice professions. The thoroughly
revised Fifth Edition retains its celebrated strengths while breaking new ground with coverage of
recently popular research methods and contemporary research findings. Included with this title: The



password-protected Instructor Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access to all
text-specific resources, including a test bank and editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides.
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Data Collecting Methods and Experiences
Manohar S. Pawar, 2004-01-01 The insightful experiences and successful strategies of leading social
researchers are presented in this resource for collecting data on sensitive issues. The
methodological challenges of researching different communities, from rural and indigenous
communities to governmental and non-governmental organisations, are discussed with suggestions
on overcoming barriers and using a multifaceted approach to research. Wisdom and anecdotes from
data collecting experiences are described to offer researchers confidence in field operations.
  criminal justice research proposal topics: Write Here: Developing Writing Skills in a
Media-Driven World Randi Brummett de Leon, Brooke Hughes, 2020-04-30 Write Here is designed
to teach students essential reading and writing skills, using media examples to help explain
academic concepts and provide opportunities for practice. It is adaptable; because it covers the
basics of reading, writing, and the modes of writing, it is appropriate to use in developmental
composition classrooms. However, it also covers such topics as logical fallacies, rhetoric, timed
writing, academic writing, source integration, and MLA/APA documentation, making it appropriate
for a first-year or “stretch” composition course. Many beginning writing students are underprepared
and feel that writing just “isn’t for them.” The authors hope to dispel that myth by using media
examples and a conversational tone to introduce and teach the material. Write Here provides
examples that are interesting to students, while allowing them to connect to the subject matter on a
more personal level—additionally, the process of analyzing the media helps students sharpen their
reading, writing, and critical thinking skills.
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