
criterion referenced competency test

criterion referenced competency test is a critical assessment tool used to measure an individual's proficiency
against a predetermined set of standards or criteria. Unlike norm-referenced tests, which compare test takers to
one another, criterion referenced competency tests focus on whether each person has achieved specific skills or
knowledge essential for a particular domain. This type of testing is widely used in educational settings,
professional certification programs, and workplace training to ensure that competency benchmarks are met
effectively. Understanding how criterion referenced competency tests function, their design principles, benefits,
and applications helps educators and employers implement fair and objective evaluation methods. This article
explores the fundamental concepts behind criterion referenced competency tests, details their construction and
implementation, and highlights their role in improving learning outcomes and workforce capabilities.
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Definition and Purpose of Criterion Referenced Competency Test

A criterion referenced competency test is an evaluation method that measures an individual's mastery of
specific competencies or learning objectives based on established standards. The primary purpose of this test is
to determine whether the test taker has acquired the necessary skills or knowledge to perform a certain task
or meet job requirements. Unlike norm-referenced assessments, which rank individuals relative to peers, criterion
referenced tests provide absolute results indicating proficiency or non-proficiency.

Understanding Competency in Testing

Competency refers to an individual's ability to apply knowledge, skills, and attitudes effectively in real-world
situations. Criterion referenced competency tests assess these abilities by comparing performance against
predefined criteria rather than against other test takers. This approach ensures that evaluations are focused
on actual learning outcomes and practical abilities.

Purpose of Criterion Referenced Assessments

These assessments serve multiple purposes, including certification, diagnostic evaluation, instructional
feedback, and regulatory compliance. They help educators identify areas where learners need improvement and
assist employers in verifying that employees meet job-specific standards. As a result, criterion referenced
competency tests are integral to quality assurance in various fields.



Key Features and Characteristics

Criterion referenced competency tests possess distinct features that differentiate them from other types of
assessments. Understanding these characteristics is essential for proper test development and interpretation.

Absolute Standards

The defining feature of criterion referenced tests is the use of absolute standards or cut-off scores that
represent the minimum level of acceptable performance. These standards are carefully developed based on job
requirements, instructional goals, or regulatory mandates.

Focus on Specific Competencies

These tests target particular skills or knowledge areas, ensuring that the assessment aligns directly with the
competencies deemed critical. Test items are designed to measure whether the individual can perform tasks or
demonstrate understanding relevant to the set criteria.

Individual Performance Measurement

Results from criterion referenced competency tests provide a clear indication of whether each individual has met
the competency requirements. This personalized feedback supports targeted interventions and professional
development.

Non-Comparative Scoring

Since the evaluation is criterion-based, scores do not rank test takers against each other. Instead, the focus is
on mastery of content, which promotes fairness and clarity in interpreting results.

Designing a Criterion Referenced Competency Test

Developing an effective criterion referenced competency test involves several critical steps to ensure validity,
reliability, and alignment with performance standards.

Defining Competencies and Learning Objectives

The first step is to clearly define the competencies to be assessed. These should be specific, measurable, and
relevant to the purpose of the test. Learning objectives derived from these competencies guide the creation of
test items.



Developing Test Items

Test items must be constructed to directly assess the targeted competencies. This may include multiple-choice
questions, performance tasks, simulations, or written responses depending on the nature of the skills being
evaluated.

Setting Performance Standards

Standards or cut scores are established through methods such as expert judgment, benchmarking, or empirical
analysis. These thresholds determine what constitutes acceptable performance on the test.

Validation and Pilot Testing

Before full implementation, the test should undergo pilot testing with representative samples to verify
clarity, fairness, and reliability. Data from pilot tests inform necessary revisions to improve test quality.

Scoring and Interpretation

Scoring procedures must be transparent and consistent. The interpretation of results focuses on whether
individuals demonstrate mastery of the competencies, providing actionable information to stakeholders.

Applications in Education and Professional Settings

Criterion referenced competency tests are widely utilized across sectors to ensure that individuals meet
essential performance standards.

Educational Assessment

In education, these tests evaluate student mastery of curriculum standards and inform instructional decisions.
They are commonly used in formative and summative assessments to monitor progress and certify proficiency.

Professional Certification and Licensure

Many professions employ criterion referenced competency tests to certify practitioners’ abilities. Passing these
tests often serves as a prerequisite for licensure or credentialing, ensuring public safety and professional
quality.

Workplace Training and Evaluation

Employers use criterion referenced tests to assess employee competencies, identify training needs, and measure the



effectiveness of professional development programs. This ensures workforce readiness and compliance with
industry standards.

Advantages and Limitations

While criterion referenced competency tests offer numerous benefits, they also have certain limitations that
must be considered.

Advantages

Objective Measurement: Provides clear criteria for evaluating competency without bias from peer
comparison.

Focus on Mastery: Emphasizes achieving proficiency in essential skills, supporting meaningful learning
outcomes.

Diagnostic Utility: Identifies specific strengths and weaknesses, enabling targeted interventions.

Relevance: Aligns closely with real-world tasks and job requirements, increasing practical value.

Fairness: Ensures all test takers are held to the same standards regardless of group performance.

Limitations

Standard Setting Challenges: Establishing appropriate cut scores can be complex and subjective.

Limited Comparability: Does not provide information about how individuals perform relative to peers.

Potential Narrow Focus: May overlook broader abilities if competencies are too narrowly defined.

Resource Intensive: Requires careful test design, validation, and ongoing maintenance.

Best Practices for Implementation

Implementing criterion referenced competency tests effectively involves adherence to best practices to maximize
accuracy and utility.

Collaboration with Subject Matter Experts

Engaging experts ensures that competencies and test items reflect real-world requirements and maintain content
validity.



Regular Review and Updating

Competencies and standards should be periodically reviewed to remain current with evolving industry practices
and educational goals.

Comprehensive Training for Test Administrators

Proper training promotes consistent administration and scoring, reducing variability and enhancing reliability.

Transparent Communication with Test Takers

Clear information about test purposes, competencies assessed, and performance expectations helps reduce
anxiety and improve test engagement.

Use of Multiple Assessment Methods

Combining criterion referenced tests with other evaluation tools, such as portfolios or performance
observations, provides a holistic view of competency.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Criterion Referenced Competency Test (CRCT)?

A Criterion Referenced Competency Test (CRCT) is an assessment designed to measure a test taker's performance
against a fixed set of predetermined criteria or learning standards, rather than comparing scores against other
test takers.

How does a Criterion Referenced Competency Test differ from a Norm-
Referenced Test?

A Criterion Referenced Competency Test evaluates whether a student has mastered specific skills or knowledge
based on set criteria, while a Norm-Referenced Test compares a student's performance to a group, ranking
students relative to each other.

What are the main purposes of Criterion Referenced Competency Tests?

The main purposes of CRCTs are to determine if students have achieved specific learning objectives, to identify
areas where students need improvement, and to guide instruction and curriculum development.

In which educational settings are Criterion Referenced Competency Tests
commonly used?

CRCTs are commonly used in K-12 education, professional certification programs, vocational training, and any
educational setting that requires measurement of mastery of specific competencies or standards.



How can teachers use the results from Criterion Referenced Competency
Tests?

Teachers can use CRCT results to identify students' strengths and weaknesses, tailor instruction to address
learning gaps, monitor progress toward mastery, and provide targeted interventions to improve student
learning outcomes.

What are the advantages of using Criterion Referenced Competency Tests?

Advantages include clear measurement of specific skills or knowledge, helping educators focus on achieving
learning standards, providing detailed feedback on student performance, and facilitating personalized learning
plans.

What challenges might arise when designing a Criterion Referenced
Competency Test?

Challenges include ensuring that test items accurately reflect the learning objectives, avoiding ambiguity in
questions, setting appropriate performance standards, and maintaining reliability and validity of the
assessment.

Additional Resources
1. Criterion-Referenced Testing: Principles and Practices
This book offers a comprehensive overview of criterion-referenced testing, detailing the theoretical foundations
and practical applications. It explores how these tests differ from norm-referenced assessments and provides
guidelines for designing valid and reliable competency tests. Educators and test developers will find valuable
insights into aligning tests with specific learning outcomes.

2. Developing Competency-Based Assessments
Focused on the creation of competency-based evaluations, this text guides readers through the process of
identifying key competencies and constructing appropriate criterion-referenced tests. It includes case studies and
examples from various educational and professional contexts, making it a practical resource for assessment
designers.

3. Assessment Strategies for Competency-Based Education
This book discusses various assessment strategies tailored to competency-based education systems,
emphasizing criterion-referenced tests. It covers both formative and summative assessments, highlighting methods
to measure student mastery effectively. The author also addresses challenges in implementation and suggests
solutions.

4. Measuring Student Competence: A Guide to Criterion-Referenced Testing
Designed for educators, this guide explains how to measure student competence using criterion-referenced tests.
It offers step-by-step instructions for test development, scoring, and interpretation of results. The book also
reviews common pitfalls and best practices to ensure accurate assessment of student skills.

5. Competency Testing in Education and Training
This resource explores the role of competency testing in educational and training environments. It examines
various models of competency assessment, with a focus on criterion-referenced approaches. Readers learn
about aligning assessments with instructional goals to improve learner outcomes.

6. Designing Valid Criterion-Referenced Tests
Aimed at test developers, this book delves into the technical aspects of designing valid and reliable criterion-
referenced tests. Topics include item writing, standard setting, and validation processes. The text is enriched
with practical examples and checklists to assist in test construction.

7. Implementing Competency-Based Assessments: Best Practices



This volume presents best practices for implementing competency-based assessments in diverse settings. It
emphasizes the use of criterion-referenced tests to ensure that learners meet predefined standards. The book
includes strategies for integrating assessments into curriculum and instructional design.

8. Criterion-Referenced Assessment in Practice
Providing real-world examples, this book illustrates how criterion-referenced assessments are applied across
various disciplines. It discusses challenges such as bias, fairness, and accessibility, offering solutions to
enhance assessment quality. Practitioners will benefit from its practical approach and case studies.

9. Assessment for Competency: Theory and Applications
This text combines theoretical foundations with practical applications related to competency assessment. It
explores how criterion-referenced tests can be used to support learning and certification processes. The author
also addresses emerging trends and technologies in competency testing.
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  criterion referenced competency test: CRCT Secrets, Study Guide Mometrix Media,
2015-02-25 CRCT Secrets helps you ace the Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests, without weeks
and months of endless studying. Our comprehensive CRCT Secrets study guide is written by our
exam experts, who painstakingly researched every topic and concept that you need to know to ace
your test. Our original research reveals specific weaknesses that you can exploit to increase your
exam score more than you've ever imagined. CRCT Secrets includes: The 4 Secret Keys to CRCT
Success: Guessing is Not Guesswork, Practice Smarter, Not Harder, Prepare, Don't Procrastinate,
Test Yourself; A comprehensive Social Studies & Reading review including: Skimming Techniques to
Save Time, How to Recognize Switchback Words, Avoiding Fact Traps, What to Do with Hedge
Phrases; A comprehensive Math review including: The Easiest Math Review You'll Ever Read, How
to Breeze Through the Word Problems, The Commonsense Approach to Solving for Variables,
Drawing a Roadmap to Success; A comprehensive English Language Arts review including:
Simplicity is Bliss, How to Recognize Parallelism, Keys to Using Punctuation, Clearing Up Word
Confusion; A comprehensive Science review including: How to Work Fast, Milking the Question for
All Its Worth, Watching Out for the Obvious, Backtracking to the Answer, and much more...
  criterion referenced competency test: Criterion-referenced Test Development Sharon A.
Shrock, William C. Coscarelli, 2008-05-14 Criterion-Referenced Test Development is designed
specifically for training professionals who need to better understand how to develop
criterion-referenced tests (CRTs). This important resource offers step-by-step guidance for how to
make and defend Level 2 testing decisions, how to write test questions and performance scales that
match jobs, and how to show that those certified as ?masters? are truly masters. A comprehensive
guide to the development and use of CRTs, the book provides information about a variety of topics,
including different methods of test interpretations, test construction, item formats, test scoring,
reliability and validation methods, test administration, a score reporting, as well as the legal and
liability issues surrounding testing. New revisions include: Illustrative real-world examples. Issues of
test security. Advice on the use of test creation software. Expanded sections on performance testing.
Single administration techniques for calculating reliability. Updated legal and compliance
guidelines. Order the third edition of this classic and comprehensive reference guide to the theory
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and practice of organizational tests today.
  criterion referenced competency test: A Comparison of Georgia Criterion Referenced
Competency Test Scores of Students Taught in Single-gender Classrooms and Students
Taught in Mixed-gender Classrooms Jill D. Coleman, 2011
  criterion referenced competency test: Using Eighth Grade Georgia Criterion-Referenced
Competency Tests to Predict Student Achievement on the Georgia End of Course Tests Janice
Darnell, 2012 The purpose of this correlational study was to examine Georgia's Criterion-Referenced
Competency Test (CRCT) scores of 8th grade students and End of Course Test (EOCT) scores of the
same students as 9th graders in the areas of language arts and mathematics to test the theory that a
relationship exists between the two tests. The study also examined the 8th grade CRCT scores as
being predictors of the 9th grade EOCT scores. Three cycles, or classes, of 8th grade CRCT scores
and corresponding EOCT scores were used. The study used data from a small semi-rural school
district in northeast Georgia. The findings indicate that there is a strong relationship between the
8th grade CRCTs and the 9th grade EOCTs. Further, the CRCTs may be used as a predictor for the
EOCT.
  criterion referenced competency test: PALS' Effectiveness on Criterion Referenced
Competency Test Scores of Third and Fifth Grade Students Stacye Manning Smith, 2008 The
purpose of this study was to determine how effective the Providing Additional Learning Segments
(PALS) program is for third and fifth grade students who do not meet standards on the Georgia
Criterion Referenced Competency Test (CRCT). The scores of the students who attended the
program on a weekly basis for a three month period were compared with the scores of the students
who did not attend the program.
  criterion referenced competency test: A Guide to Criterion-referenced Test
Construction Ronald A. Berk, 1984 This book is divided into 11 chapters. The topics covered are
arranged sequentially and correspond to the major steps in developing a criterion-referenced test,
from defining the type of test through the analysis of its technical characteristics.
  criterion referenced competency test: Academic Success For African-American Students
Bobby Allen, Ed.D., 2014-05-08 This mixed-methods study of 157 disadvantaged African-American
students and six teachers investigated the effectiveness of an after-school tutoring program in
improving students' grades. The reading, English language arts and mathematics grades of student
participants were compared using independent t-tests and analysis of variance. The grades of
participants were also compared to corresponding grades of non-participants. Results showed
significant benefits in all areas. The author asserts that there exists a better way to educate
African-American students and assure greater academic success.
  criterion referenced competency test: The Effect of Looping on Georgia Criterion-referenced
Competency Test Results in an Urban Middle School Janice Moore, 2015
  criterion referenced competency test: A Comparison of Elementary School Criterion
Referenced Competency Test Math Scores Timothy S. Smith, 2008
  criterion referenced competency test: Official Code of Georgia Annotated Georgia, 1982 Due
to budgetary constraints, the print version of this title has been cancelled. Please consult a reference
librarian for more information.
  criterion referenced competency test: Resources in Education , 1991
  criterion referenced competency test: Handbook of Test Security James A. Wollack, John J.
Fremer, 2013-09-02 High stakes tests are the gatekeepers to many educational and professional
goals. As such, the incentive to cheat is high. This Handbook is the first to offer insights from
experts within the testing community, psychometricians, and policymakers to identify and develop
best practice guidelines for the design of test security systems for a variety of testing genres. Until
now this information was scattered and often resided inside testing companies. As a result, rather
than being able to learn from each other’s experiences, each testing entity was left to re-create their
own test security wheel. As a whole the book provides invaluable insight into the prevalence of
cheating and “best practices” for designing security plans, training personnel, and detecting and



investigating misconduct, to help develop more secure testing systems and reduce the likelihood of
future security breaches. Actual case studies from a variety of settings bring to life how security
systems really work. Examples from both domestic and international programs are provided.
Highlights of coverage include:• Best practices for designing secure tests • Analysis of security
vulnerabilities for all genres of testing • Practical cheating prevention and detection strategies •
Lessons learned in actual security violations in high profile testing programs. Part I focuses on how
tests are delivered for paper-and-pencil, technology-based, and classroom testing and writing
assessment. Each chapter addresses the prevalence of the problem and threats to security,
prevention, and detection. Part II addresses issues essential to maintaining a secure testing program
such as planning and monitoring, physical security, the detection of group-based cheating,
investigating misconduct, and communicating about security-related issues. Part III examines actual
examples of cheating-- how the cheating was done, how it was detected, and the lessons learned.
Part III provides insight into security issues within each of the Association of Test Publishers’ four
divisions: certification/licensure, clinical, educational, and industrial/organizational testing. Part III’s
conclusion revisits the issues addressed in the case studies and identifies common themes. Intended
for organizations, professionals, educators, policy makers, researchers, and advanced students that
design, develop, or use high stakes tests, this book is also ideal for graduate level courses on test
development, educational measurement, or educational policy.
  criterion referenced competency test: Measuring Reading Competence S. Schwartz,
2013-06-29 This book concerns measuring reading skills. It is not meant to be a compre hensive
survey of reading research or a review of all possible approaches to reading measurement (although
considerable attention is given to both subjects). Instead, the purpose of this book is to present a
coherent, theoretically based approach to measuring reading competence. The ability to measure a
phenomenon is an important prerequisite for scientific analysis. As Lord Kelvin said, One's
knowledge of science begins when he can measure what he is speaking about and express it in
numbers. Unfortunately, not just any numbers will do. Presently available reading tests provide their
users with a plethora of numbers-age levels, percentiles, grade equivalents-but their scientific value
is questionable. The problem is that there is more to scientific measurement than merely assigning
numbers to arbitrarily chosen behaviors. Scientific measurement occurs only within the confines of a
theory, and most reading tests are atheoretical. Recent years have witnessed an explosive growth in
reading research.
  criterion referenced competency test: The Literacy Coach's Handbook Sharon Walpole,
Michael C. McKenna, 2012-11-29 This indispensable book gives preservice and practicing literacy
coaches the tools they need to build a successful schoolwide reading program. The authors,
well-known experts in the field, describe the literacy coach's crucial, evolving role in today's schools.
They offer step-by-step guidelines for implementing curricula and assessments, selecting
instructional materials, and planning for differentiation and intervention. Specific ways to support
teachers by providing high-quality professional development are discussed. The book is grounded in
research on PreK-5 instruction and the characteristics of effective coaches. New to This Edition
*Incorporates the latest research and instructional materials. *Expanded grade range now includes
PreK and grades 4-5. *Content on RTI and the Common Core standards is woven throughout.
*Strategies for making professional development more responsive to teachers' needs. See also The
Literacy Coaching Challenge, which guides more experienced coaches in choosing among different
coaching models and addresses typical issues of implementation.
  criterion referenced competency test: The Literacy Coach's Handbook, Second Edition
Sharon Walpole, Michael C. McKenna, 2012-11-01 This bestselling book gives preservice and
practicing literacy coaches the tools they need to build a successful schoolwide reading program.
The authors, well-known experts in the field, describe the literacy coach's crucial, evolving role in
today's schools. They offer step-by-step guidelines for implementing curricula and assessments,
selecting instructional materials, and planning for differentiation and intervention. Specific ways to
support teachers by providing high-quality professional development are discussed. The book is



grounded in state-of-the-art research on PreK-5 instruction and the characteristics of effective
coaches. New to This Edition *Incorporates the latest research and instructional materials.
*Expanded grade range now includes PreK and grades 4-5. *Content on RTI and the Common Core
standards is woven throughout. *Strategies for making professional development more responsive to
teachers' needs. See also The Literacy Coaching Challenge, which guides more experienced coaches
in choosing among different coaching models and addresses typical issues of implementation.
  criterion referenced competency test: The Pedagogy of Standardized Testing Arlo Kempf,
2016-04-29 Based on a large-scale international study of teachers in Los Angeles, Chicago, Ontario,
and New York, this book illustrates the ways increased use of high-stakes standardized testing is
fundamentally changing education in the US and Canada with a negative overall impact on the way
teachers teach and students learn. Standardized testing makes understanding students' strengths
and weaknesses more difficult, and class time spent on testing consumes scarce time and attention
needed to support the success of all students—further disadvantaging ELLs, students with
exceptionalities, low income, and racially minoritized students.
  criterion referenced competency test: Educational Assessment Robert J. Wright, 2008
Educational Tests and Measurements in the Age of Accountability is a core text for use in a first level
graduate course in educational measurement and testing. In addition to covering the topics
traditionally found in core textbooks for this course, this text also provides coverage of
contemporary topics (including national testing programs, international achievement comparisons,
the value added assessment of schools and teachers, and the public policy debate on selective
admissions vs. affirmative minority enrollment).
  criterion referenced competency test: Principles and Methods of Adapted Physical
Education Kristi Roth, Melissa Bittner, Elizabeth Foster, Jean Pyfer, Laurie Zittel, 2025-07-11
Principles and Methods of Adapted Physical Education, 13th Edition, is an evidence-based,
pedagogically focused resource with practical information and resources to prepare educators to
deliver effective, legally sound, and evidence-based adapted physical education services. It
incorporates the Adapted Physical Education National Standards.
  criterion referenced competency test: Performance Assessment in Education and Training
Michael Priestley, 1982 Abstract: Alternate assessment techniques for measuring performance skills
(in laboratory, factory, field, or classroom) as opposed to the traditional multiple-choice ways of
testing competency are available. Guidelines are suggested for developing an assessment program
and designing assessment instruments. An array of assessment techniques are divided into 6
categories: actual performance, simulations, observational, oral, paper-pencil, and program
requirements. A method of integrating multiple assessment techniques to achieve goals is
introduced through the concept of the assessment center. Actual testing programs used in
education, training, and the professions are described to demonstrate the usefulness of selecting the
right tool for the job. (kbc).
  criterion referenced competency test: Classroom Assessment Steven R. Banks, 2012-04-13
Building on the success of the popular first edition, the author tackles the latest issues and practices
in the field of classroom assessment. The No Child Left Behind Act has transformed the role of
educational assessment, requiring annual assessments as part of a federal system of educational
accountability. National accreditation organizations such NCATE have mandated standards-based
performance and emphasized specific assessment benchmarks in meeting these standards. The
inclusion movement to accommodate special-needs students in the regular education classroom also
has impacted classroom assessment practices. Teacher assessment, classroom environment, test
anxiety, the Race to the Top grants, and many more timely topics receive comprehensive yet
accessible treatment. Banks provides thorough and well-documented discussions of performance
assessment, essay and multiple-choice assessments, formative assessment, and reliability/validity
issues as well as invaluable classroom assessment tools that include portfolios, rubrics, journals, and
models such as Anderson and Krathwohls revision of Blooms Taxonomy. Gender and diversity issues,
including learning differences and socioeconomic influences on student achievement, are given



in-depth coverage. Outstanding features include case studies, point/counterpoint debates on
controversial assessment topics and practices, teacher application exercises, thought-provoking
self-assessment exercises, and end-of-chapter activities that include review questions and
opportunities for directed learning.
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