cripple creek song history

cripple creek song history traces the origins and evolution of one of the
most enduring and beloved traditional American folk songs. Rooted in
Appalachian culture, "Cripple Creek" has captivated audiences for generations
with its lively melody and evocative lyrics. This article explores the song’s
historical background, its musical characteristics, and the various
interpretations and recordings that have kept it alive through the decades.
The narrative delves into the cultural significance of the song within
American folk music and its role in preserving the heritage of early American
communities. Additionally, the article examines the song’s influence on
contemporary folk and bluegrass musicians, highlighting its adaptability and
timeless appeal. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of "“Cripple
Creek" from its earliest documented mentions to its status in modern music
circles. The sections below provide a structured overview of the song’s
history, musical features, notable versions, and cultural impact.

e Origins and Historical Context

e Musical Characteristics and Structure
e Notable Recordings and Versions

e Cultural Significance and Legacy

e Influence on Contemporary Music

Origins and Historical Context

The cripple creek song history begins in the Appalachian region of the United
States, where it is believed to have originated in the late 19th or early
20th century. The song references Cripple Creek, a mining town in Colorado,
which became famous during the gold rush era. The lyrics and themes of the
song often reflect the working-class experiences and rural life of
Appalachia, capturing the spirit of the people who lived in those
communities. Early references to "Cripple Creek" appear in folk song
collections and oral traditions, suggesting that the song circulated widely
before being formally documented.

Geographical and Cultural Background

Cripple Creek, Colorado, was a prominent mining town during the late 1800s,
and its name became synonymous with the rugged frontier spirit. While the
song itself is Appalachian in style, the title’s connection to Cripple Creek



highlights the migration and cultural exchange among American regions.
Appalachian settlers often moved westward during the gold rush, and their
music evolved accordingly, blending traditional ballads with new influences
encountered along the way.

Early Documentation and Folk Traditions

The song was first collected by folklorists in the early 20th century,
appearing in various songbooks and field recordings. It was transmitted
primarily through oral tradition, which accounts for the multiple lyrical
variations and melodic interpretations. This folk heritage is vital to
understanding the song’s place in American music history, as it reflects a
living tradition passed down through generations.

Musical Characteristics and Structure

The musical structure of "Cripple Creek" is typical of Appalachian folk
music, featuring a simple, repetitive melody well-suited for fiddle and banjo
performances. Its upbeat tempo and catchy tune make it a popular choice among
musicians, especially within bluegrass circles. The song’s structure allows
for improvisation and instrumental breaks, which has contributed to its wide
popularity among traditional and contemporary artists alike.

Melody and Rhythm

The melody of "Cripple Creek" is characterized by a pentatonic scale, which
is common in Appalachian music. The rhythm is generally lively and danceable,
often played in a 2/4 or 4/4 time signature. This rhythmic quality makes the
song ideal for social gatherings such as barn dances and fiddle contests.

Lyrical Themes and Variations

While the core lyrics of "Cripple Creek" revolve around themes of travel,
work, and social interaction, numerous variations exist depending on the
performer’s regional background and personal style. The lyrics often tell
stories of miners, lovers, or local events, which has helped the song
maintain its relevance across different communities.

Notable Recordings and Versions

Throughout the 20th century, "Cripple Creek" was recorded by numerous
influential folk and bluegrass musicians, each contributing to the song’s
rich tapestry. These recordings have played a crucial role in popularizing
the song beyond its regional origins and introducing it to national and



international audiences.

Early Field Recordings

Folklorists such as Alan Lomax captured early versions of "Cripple Creek"
from traditional singers in the Appalachian region. These field recordings
provide invaluable insight into the song’s original form and performance
practice, preserving versions that might otherwise have been lost.

Bluegrass and Folk Revival Interpretations

In the mid-20th century, "Cripple Creek" became a staple of the bluegrass
repertoire. Artists like Bill Monroe, known as the father of bluegrass,
recorded influential versions that emphasized virtuosic banjo and fiddle
playing. The folk revival of the 1960s also saw renewed interest in
traditional songs like "Cripple Creek," with artists adapting it to
contemporary folk styles.

e Bill Monroe’'s 1947 recording
e The Stanley Brothers’ renditions

e Modern interpretations by artists such as Doc Watson and Alison Krauss

Cultural Significance and Legacy

The cripple creek song history is not only a story about a folk tune but also
an exploration of American cultural identity. The song embodies the values,
struggles, and joys of Appalachian communities, serving as a musical document
of their way of life. It has become emblematic of traditional American folk
music and continues to be taught and performed widely.

Role in Appalachian Identity

"Cripple Creek" functions as a cultural touchstone within Appalachian music,
symbolizing resilience and community cohesion. Its themes resonate with the
history of coal mining, rural labor, and the social fabric of the region.

Educational and Community Use

The song is frequently used in educational settings to teach students about
American folk music and history. It is also a favorite at community



gatherings, festivals, and workshops, where it serves as both entertainment
and a means of cultural preservation.

Influence on Contemporary Music

The legacy of "Cripple Creek" extends into modern musical genres, influencing
bluegrass, country, and Americana artists. Its adaptable melody and structure
make it a versatile piece for reinterpretation and fusion with other styles.

Modern Adaptations and Covers

Contemporary musicians have recorded numerous versions of "Cripple Creek,"
often incorporating new instruments and arrangements. This ongoing
reinterpretation helps keep the song relevant and introduces it to younger
audiences.

Contribution to Bluegrass and Americana Genres

The song's infectious rhythm and melodic simplicity have made it a
cornerstone of bluegrass jam sessions and performances. It also appears
frequently in Americana music, bridging the gap between traditional folk and
modern American roots music.

1. Historical roots in Appalachian and Western American culture
2. Characteristic pentatonic melody and lively rhythm

3. Wide range of lyrical and musical variations

4. Important recordings by key folk and bluegrass artists

5. Enduring cultural significance and educational value

6. Ongoing influence on contemporary music genres

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the song 'Cripple Creek'?

The song 'Cripple Creek' is a traditional American folk tune that originated
in the Appalachian region, particularly associated with old-time and
bluegrass music. Its exact origins are unclear, but it dates back to the late



19th or early 20th century.

Why is the song called 'Cripple Creek'?

The song is named after Cripple Creek, a mining town in Colorado that became
famous during the gold rush era. The tune likely references the town or the
surrounding region, which was well-known among early American folk musicians.

What genre does 'Cripple Creek' belong to?

'Cripple Creek' is primarily an old-time and bluegrass fiddle tune. It is
widely played on banjo, fiddle, and guitar and is a staple in Appalachian
folk music.

Who popularized the song 'Cripple Creek'?

While 'Cripple Creek' is a traditional tune, it was popularized by early folk
and bluegrass musicians such as Fiddlin' John Carson and later by artists
like Bill Monroe, who helped bring it into the bluegrass repertoire.

Are there any notable versions or recordings of
'Cripple Creek'?

Yes, notable recordings include versions by Bill Monroe, The Carter Family,
and more contemporary artists like Alison Krauss. Each artist brings a unique
style to the traditional melody.

What is the typical structure or form of 'Cripple
Creek'?

The song generally follows a simple AABB structure common in fiddle tunes,
making it easy to learn and jam with other musicians. It is usually played in
a lively tempo suitable for dancing.

How has 'Cripple Creek' influenced American folk and
bluegrass music?

‘Cripple Creek' has become a foundational tune in the American folk and
bluegrass canon. Its widespread popularity has influenced countless musicians
and helped preserve Appalachian musical traditions through generations.

Additional Resources

1. Cripple Creek: The Heart of Colorado’s Gold Rush

This book explores the rich history of Cripple Creek, Colorado, focusing on
its development during the gold rush era. It delves into the lives of miners,
the boomtown atmosphere, and the cultural impact of the mining industry. The



narrative includes anecdotes and historical records that bring the town’s
past to life.

2. The Cripple Creek Miners’ Strike and Its Legacy

An in-depth examination of the 1894 Cripple Creek miners’ strike, this book
covers the labor struggles and conflicts that defined the region. It
highlights the role of unions, the response of mine owners, and the strike’s
broader implications for labor rights in America. The story is enriched with
personal accounts and historical documents.

3. Folk Songs of Cripple Creek: Voices from the Mining Camps

This collection brings together traditional folk songs that originated in the
Cripple Creek mining camps. Each song is accompanied by historical context
and analysis, revealing how music captured the hopes, hardships, and humor of
the miners. The book serves as both a musical anthology and a cultural
history.

4. Cripple Creek Songbook: A Musical Journey Through Mining History
Featuring sheet music and lyrics, this book offers a comprehensive look at
songs inspired by Cripple Creek’s mining heritage. It includes popular tunes,
ballads, and work songs, with annotations about their origins and
significance. Musicians and historians alike will find valuable insights in
this compilation.

5. Echoes of the Goldfields: Cripple Creek’s Musical Traditions

This volume examines how the goldfields of Cripple Creek influenced local
musical traditions over time. It explores the fusion of immigrant cultures,
the role of music in community gatherings, and the preservation of these
songs in modern times. The book also discusses the impact of mining on the
cultural landscape.

6. The Cripple Creek Chronicles: Stories and Songs of the 0ld West

Combining narrative history with song lyrics, this book paints a vivid
picture of life in Cripple Creek during its mining heyday. It includes tales
of adventure, hardship, and triumph, alongside the folk songs that narrated
these experiences. The dual approach offers a rich, immersive understanding
of the era.

7. Mining Melodies: The Soundtrack of Cripple Creek’s Golden Age

This book investigates the soundtrack that accompanied the daily lives of
Cripple Creek miners and townsfolk. From work songs to saloon ballads, it
analyzes how music reflected social dynamics and personal stories. Audio

excerpts and historical commentary enhance the reader’s connection to the
period.

8. From Pickaxes to Pianos: Music and Life in Cripple Creek

Exploring the juxtaposition of rugged mining life and cultural refinement,
this book traces the evolution of music in Cripple Creek. It discusses how
miners and their families balanced hard labor with music-making, from simple
tunes to organized performances. The book highlights key figures who helped
shape the town’s musical identity.



9. Cripple Creek Revisited: A Historical and Musical Retrospective

This retrospective work revisits Cripple Creek’s history through the lens of
its musical heritage. It combines archival research, interviews, and song
analysis to present a comprehensive picture of the town’s cultural evolution.
The book serves as both a historical record and a tribute to the enduring
spirit of Cripple Creek’s community.

Cripple Creek Song History

Find other PDF articles:

https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-libra
and-answers.pdf

-005/Book?ID=sAS85-1488&title=1959-trivia-questions-

cripple creek song history: On this Day in Music History Jay Warner, 2004-08 Brimming
with fascinating trivia about popoular music from rock and R&B to country.

cripple creek song history: Ozarks Fiddle Music Drew Beisswenger, 2016-04-19 This book,
which includes 308 tune transcriptions, is organized around individual fiddlers who typically
combine Appalachian-style fiddling with rags, pop standards, Midwest-style fiddling and sometimes
a touch of Western swing to create a style often identifiable as Ozarks. Thirty Ozarks fiddlers and
their lives are highlighted with biographical sketches, photographs, and tune histories. Another 50
great Ozarks fiddlers are presented in a similar manner but with less detail. the book and
accompanying CD (with 37 tunes, many recorded in the field) emphasize the older fiddling traditions
connected to the square dances and community events more than those connected to bluegrass
music and modern contest fiddling. Some of the tunes in the collection are old standbys such as Bile
Them Cabbage while others such as Finley Creek Blues are unique to the region.The book is the
result of years of work by two respected researchers. Gordon McCann won the prestigious Missouri
Arts Award in 2002 for his decades of work documenting, studying, and accompanying Ozarks fiddle
music. Drew Beisswenger, a music librarian at Missouri State University with a Ph.D. in
ethnomusicology, has published three other works about fiddle music and is known for his strong
transcription and analysis skills.

cripple creek song history: The History of Canadian Rock 'n' Roll Bob Mersereau,
2015-03-01 (Book). Rock and roll was born in the United States during the 1950s. Its popularity
rapidly grew, spreading across the Atlantic to England. The Brits transformed rock, bringing it back
to the States in a new form with the British Invasion. Since that time, the two countries have
dominated headlines and histories, in terms of rock music. What's often forgotten in these histories
is the evolution of Canadian rock and roll during the same period. Over the years, a huge contingent
of Canadian artists has made invaluable contributions to rock and roll. The list of innovative
Canadian artists is quite impressive: Neil Young, Joni Mitchell, Paul Anka, Arcade Fire, The Band,
Bryan Adams, Rush, Leonard Cohen, Celine Dion, Diana Krall, Gordon Lightfoot, Sarah McLachlan,
Alanis Morissette, Tegan and Sara, Feist, Nickelback, and many others, not to mention the all-star
producers, such as Daniel Lanois (U2, Bob Dylan, Peter Gabriel), Bob Rock (Metallica, Aerosmith,
Bon Jovi), Bob Ezrin (Pink Floyd, Alice Cooper, Kiss), and David Foster (Michael Jackson, Celine
Dion). The history of Canadian rock and roll is a lively, entertaining, and largely untold tale. Bob
Mersereau presents a streamlined, informative trip through the country's rich history and depth of
talent, from the 1950s to today, covering such topics as: Toronto's club scene, the folk rock and
psychedelic rock of the 1960s, Canadian artists who hit major stardom in the United States, the
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challenges and reform of the Canadian broadcasting system, the huge hits of the 1970s, Canadian
artists' presence all over the pop charts in the 1990s, and Canada's indie-rock renaissance of the
2000s.

cripple creek song history: Dust Devils Dayton Lummis, 2007 Dayton Lummis has lived a
unique American life--as museum director in a mountain ghost town 9,500 feet high, as caretaker of
an abandoned ranch surrounded by endless desert, as an inveterate wanderer pulled through vast
empty landscapes that most Americans have never heard of, and will never see. And
always-always--on his journeys, he takes back roads. The characters Lummis has met and interacted
with along the way form a vivid rogues' gallery of oddballs, misfits and losers, and he knows how to
tell their stories. As a highly opinionated (his friends say grumpy) observer himself, Lummis gives
trenchant insight into a region and a way of life that helped shape America, but now seems to be
vanishing forever. Born in New York City, raised on Philadelphia's Main Line and educated in the Ivy
League, Dayton Lummis was nevertheless drawn inexorably into the most remote regions of the
American West, where he has lived and worked. It all started when his parents divorced, and his
eccentric father left the East Coast for a primitive little ranch in a then-isolated section of the Malibu
Mountains, half a century before the Hollywood stars got there. On his first trip out West as a
teen-ager, Dayton Lummis came to love America's most desolate regions. Fifty years later, his ardor
still burns hot. He divides his time between Santa Fe and Pennsylvania, but his wanderlust is
insatiable, and he is always ready to hit the road again.

cripple creek song history: Old Town School of Folk Music Songbook Hal Leonard Corp.,
2008-07-01 (Lead Sheets: Melody line, lyrics and chord symbols). This collection features over 100
all-time folk favorites in the spirit of the school it is named for. The Old Town School of Folk Music
opened its doors in December 1957 to teach good folk music, and its students learn such tunes as:
Bill Bailey * Buffalo Gals * City of New Orleans * Cripple Creek * Erie Canal * House of the Rising
Sun * Just a Closer Walk with Thee * Oh Susanah * Old Time Religion * Shine on Harvest Moon *
Wildwood Flower * and more. Also includes a nice introduction, photos of past students, and
provides how-tos on reading tablature, tuning a guitar, fingerpicking, and more.

cripple creek song history: The Band Craig Harris, 2023-06-14 Includes previously
unpublished interviews and photos: “His research is extensive, but the overall pace through these
two hundred pages is breezy and entertaining.” —Vintage Rock At a time when acid rock and heavy
metal dominated popular music, The Band rebelled against the rebellion with tight ensemble
arrangements, masterful musicianship, highly literate lyrics, and a respect for the musical traditions
of the American South. Comprised of Canadians Robbie Robertson, Rick Danko, Richard Manuel,
and Garth Hudson, and Arkansas-born Levon Helm, The Band sparked a new appreciation for
America’s musical roots, fusing R&B, jump blues, country, folk, boogie-woogie, swing, Cajun, New
Orleans-style jazz, and rock, and setting the foundations for the Americana that would take hold
thirty years later. The Band: Pioneers of Americana Music explores the diverse influences on the
quintet’s music, and the impact that their music had in turn on contemporary music and American
society. Through previously unpublished interviews with Robbie Robertson, Eric Andersen, Pete
Seeger, and the late Rick Danko, as well as numerous other sources, Craig Harris surveys The
Band’s musical journey from sidemen for, among others, Ronnie Hawkins and Bob Dylan to rock
legends in their own right. Touching on the evolution of rock and roll, the electrifying of folk music,
unionism, the Civil Rights Movement, changes in radio formatting, shifting perceptions of the
American South, and the commercializing of the counterculture, as well as drug dependency,
alcoholism, suicide, greed, and the struggle against cancer, Harris takes readers from The Band’s
groundbreaking albums, Music from Big Pink and The Band, through their final releases and solo
recordings, as well as their historic appearances at Woodstock, the Isle of Wight Festival (with
Dylan), Watkins Glen (with the Allman Brothers Band and the Grateful Dead), and the filmed final
concert known as the Last Waltz (with an all-star cast). Sixteen previously unpublished photographs,
by the author, are included.

cripple creek song history: Kentucky Folkmusic Burt Feintuch, 2021-11-21 In 1899, a



fundraising program for Berea College featured a group of students from the mountains of eastern
Kentucky singing traditional songs from their homes. The audience was entranced. That small
en-counter at the end of the last century lies near the beginning of an unparalleled national—and
international—fascination with the indigenous music of a single state. Kentucky has long figured
prominently in our national sense of traditional music. Over the years, a diverse group of
people—reformers, enthusiasts, the musically literate and the musically illiterate, radicals, liberals, a
British gentleman and his woman companion, amateurs, local residents, and academics—have been
sufficiently captivated by that music to have devoted considerable energy to harvesting it from its
fertile ground, studying its various manifestations, and considering its many performers. Kentucky
Folkmusic: An Annotated Bibliography is a guide to the literature of this remarkable music. More
than seven hundred entries, each with an evaluative annotation, comprise the largest bibliographic
resource for the folkmusic of any state or region in North America. Divided into eight sections, the
bibliography covers collections and anthologies; fieldworkers and scholars; singers, musicians, and
other performers; text-centered studies; studies of history, context, and style; festivals; dance; and
discographies, check-lists, and other reference tools. A subject index, an author index, and an index
of periodicals provide access to the materials. From early hymnals and songsters to Kentucky
performers of traditional music, the bibliography is a comprehensive guide to music which has for
many years been one of the major emblems of American traditional music.

cripple creek song history: Music in Canada Elaine Keillor, 2008-03-18 Kwakwaka'wakw
welcome songs, an aria from Joseph Quesnel's 1808 opera Lucas et Cécile, rubbaboos (a
combination of elements from First Peoples, French, and English music), the Tin Pan Alley hits of
Shelton Brooks, and the contemporary work of Claude Vivier and Blue Rodeo all dance together in
Canada's rich musical heritage. Elaine Keillor offers an unprecedented history of Canadian musical
expressions and their relationship to Canada's great cultural and geographic diversity. A survey of
musics in Canada - the country's multiplicity of musical genres and rich heritage - is complemented
by forty-three vignettes highlighting topics such as Inuit throat games, the music of k.d. lang, and
orchestras in Victoria. Music in Canada illuminates the past but also looks to the future to examine
the context within which Canadian music began and continues to develop. A CD by the author of
previously unrecorded Canadian music is included.

cripple creek song history: Appalachian Fiddle Music Drew Beisswenger, Roy M. Andrade,
Scott Prouty, 2021-02-18 Appalachian fiddle music, based on the musical traditions of the people
who settled in the mountainous regions of the southeastern United States, is widely-known and
played throughout North America and parts of Europe because of its complex rhythms, its catchy
melodies, and its often-ancient-sounding stylistic qualities. The authors explore the lives and music
of 43 of the classic Appalachian fiddlers who were active during the first half of the 20th century.
Some of them were recorded commercially in the 1920s, such as Gid Tanner, Fiddlin’ John Carson,
and Charlie Bowman. Some were recorded by folklorists from the Library of Congress, such as
William Stepp, Emmett Lundy, and Marion Reece. Others were recorded informally by family
members and visitors, such as John Salyer, Emma Lee Dickerson, and Manco Sneed. All of them
played throughout most of their lives and influenced the growth and stylistic elements of fiddle
music in their regions. Each fiddler has been given a chapter with a biography, several tune
transcriptions, and tune histories. To show the richness of the music, the authors make a special
effort to show the musical elements in detail, but also acknowledge that nothing can take the place
of listening. Many of the classic recordings used in this book can be found on the web, allowing you
to hear and read the music together.

cripple creek song history: Songs You Missed Gerald S. Baumann, 2025-09-11 Everybody
knows the hits! Here, the author takes you further into artist's catalogs to reveal great songs you
may not have heard. They may be called deep tracks or album tracks. Whatever they are called, they
are songs that should be listened to. In this book, the author challenges you, the listener, to dig with
him and discover buried treasure!

cripple creek song history: Exploring Colorado Highways Michael Heim, 2007



cripple creek song history: Parking Lot Picker's Songbook - Banjo Dix Bruce, Bill Evans,
2010-12-29 A collection of over 200 great bluegrass, old time, country and gospel standards.
Melodies are presented with standard notation and tablature along with lyrics and chords.Learn to
play songs written and recorded by the giants of traditional American music: Bill Monroe, the
Stanley Brothers, Flatt & Scruggs, Ralph Stanley, the Osborne Brothers, Jimmy Martin, Doc Watson
and many more. Also included: step-by-step instruction on how to transpose any song to any key!The
two CDs include recordings of EVERY song in the book with Bill Evans on banjo and vocals, Dix
Bruce on guitar, mandolin, and vocals.

cripple creek song history: Rags and Bones Jeff Sellars, Kevin C. Neece, 2022-11-29
Contributions by Joshua Coleman, Christine Hand Jones, Kevin C. Neece, Charlotte Pence, George
Plasketes, Jeffrey Scholes, Jeff Sellars, Toby Thompson, and Jude Warne After performing with
Ronnie Hawkins as the Hawks (1957-1964), The Band (Rick Danko, Garth Hudson, Richard Manuel,
Robbie Robertson, and Levon Helm) eventually rose to fame in the sixties as backing musicians for
Bob Dylan. This collaboration with Dylan presented the group with a chance to expand musically and
strike out on their own. The Band’s fusion of rock, country, soul, and blues music—all tinged with a
southern flavor and musical adventurousness—created a unique soundscape. The combined use of
multiple instruments, complex song structures, and poetic lyrics required attentive listening and a
sophisticated interpretive framework. It is no surprise, then, that they soon grew to be one of the
biggest bands of their era. In Rags and Bones: An Exploration of The Band, scholars and musicians
take a broad, multidisciplinary approach to The Band and their music, allowing for examination
through sociological, historical, political, religious, technological, cultural, and philosophical means.
Each contributor approaches The Band from their field of interest, offering a wide range of
investigations into The Band’s music and influence. Commercially successful and critically lauded,
The Band created a paradoxically mythic and hauntingly realistic lyrical landscape for their
songs—and their musicianship enlarged this detailed landscape. This collection offers a rounded
examination, allowing the multifaceted music and work of The Band to be appreciated by audiences
old and new.

cripple creek song history: Monthly Catalog of United States Government Publications , 1984

cripple creek song history: Colorado: A History of the Centennial State, Fourth Edition
Thomas ]. Noel, Carl Abbott, Stephen J. Leonard, 2011-05-18 Since 1976 newcomers and natives

alike have learned about the rich history of the magnificent place they call home from Colorado: A
History of the Centennial State. In this revised edition, co-authors Carl Abbott, Stephen J. Leonard,
and Thomas J. Noel incorporate more than a decade of new events, findings, and insights about
Colorado in an accessible volume that general readers and students will enjoy. The fourth edition
tells of conflicts, new alliances, and changing ways of life as Hispanic, European, and African
American settlers flooded into a region that was already home to Native Americans. Providing
balanced coverage of the entire state's history - from Grand Junction to Lamar and from Trinidad to
Craig - the authors also reveal how Denver and its surrounding communities developed and gained
influence. While continuing to elucidate the significant impact of mining, agriculture, manufacturing,
and tourism on Colorado, this edition broadens its coverage. The authors expand their discussion of
the twentieth century with several new chapters on the economy, politics, and cultural conflicts of
recent years. In addition, they address changes in attitudes toward the natural environment as well
as the contributions of women, Hispanics, African Americans, and Asian Americans to the state.
Dozens of new illustrations, updated statistics, and an extensive bibliography of the most recent
research on Colorado history enhance this edition.

cripple creek song history: Ralph Peer and the Making of Popular Roots Music (Enhanced
Edition) Barry Mazor, 2015-04-01 This is the first biography of Ralph Peer, the adventurous—even
revolutionary—A&R man and music publisher who saw the universal power locked in regional roots
music and tapped it, changing the breadth and flavor of popular music around the world. It is the
story of the life and fifty-year career, from the age of cylinder recordings to the stereo era, of the
man who pioneered the recording, marketing, and publishing of blues, jazz, country, gospel, and



Latin music. The book tracks Peer’s role in such breakthrough events as the recording of Mamie
Smith’s “Crazy Blues” (the record that sparked the blues craze), the first country recording sessions
with Fiddlin’ John Carson, his discovery of Jimmie Rodgers and the Carter Family at the famed
Bristol sessions, the popularizing of Latin American music during World War II, and the postwar
transformation of music on the airwaves that set the stage for the dominance of R&B, country, and
rock ‘n’ roll. But this is also the story of a man from humble midwestern beginnings who went on to
build the world’s largest independent music publishing firm, fostering the global reach of music that
had previously been specialized, localized, and marginalized. Ralph Peer redefined the ways
promising songs and performers were identified, encouraged, and promoted, rethought how far
regional music might travel, and changed our very notions of what pop music can be. This enhanced
e-book includes 49 of the greatest songs Ralph Peer was involved with, from groundbreaking
numbers that changed the history of recorded music to revelatory obscurities, all linked to the text
so that the reader can hear the music while reading about it.

cripple creek song history: Searching for Jimmie Strother Gregg D. Kimball, 2025-02-04
The incredible true story of a blind musician, a brutal crime, and the making of an American folk
legend In June 1936 James Lee Strother performed thirteen songs at the Virginia State Prison Farm
for famed folklorist John Lomax and the Library of Congress. Rooted in the rich soil of the Piedmont
region, Strother’s repertoire epitomized the Black songsters who defy easy classification. Blinded in
a steel mill explosion, which only intensified his drive to connect to the world through song, Strother
drew on old spirituals and country breakdowns as readily as he explored emerging genres like blues
and ragtime. Biographer Gregg Kimball revives this elusive but singular talent and the creative and
historical worlds in which his dramatic life unfolded. Myths surround Strother but, as Kimball
reveals, the facts of Strother’s life are just as compelling as the fanciful embellishments proffered by
early folklorists. Musician, murderer, and beloved family member—Strother somehow played each of
these roles, and more. And while the songster’s comedic ditties, spirituals, and blues tunes reached
a wide range of listeners (and were later covered by musicians like Pete Seeger and Jefferson
Airplane), they carried a dark undercurrent that spoke directly to the experiences of Black
Americans: sundown towns, Jim Crow segregation, and labor exploitation. As Kimball shows,
Strother’s powerful songs and remarkable, tumultuous life continue to influence and remain deeply
relevant to American culture to this day.

cripple creek song history: School of Banjo: Bluegrass Melodic Style Janet Davis, 2015-09-24
The melodic style is a beautiful three finger picking style which can be traced to the early 1900's and
became a fully accepted style for playing the five-string banjo in the 1960's, and is today an integral
part of the three-finger style of many banjo players at all playing levels. Plus, the songs arranged in
this style are easy and fun to learn. Although the melodic style may sound impossible with all of
those notes coming from it, surprisingly you will find that it is not that difficult to learn and no
previous musical knowledge is needed. This course covers the melodic style from the very basics of
this picking style to the advanced techniques and provides many fun to play and well-known songs
arranged in the three-finger melodic style for upper level beginning players through advanced level
players.

cripple creek song history: Stringbean Taylor Hagood, 2023-05-03 The artist’s impact on
country music and how his death changed the genre A beloved member of the country music
community, David “Stringbean” Akeman found nationwide fame as a cast member of Hee Haw. The
1973 murder of Stringbean and his wife forever changed Nashville’s sense of itself. Millions of
others mourned not only the slain couple but the passing of the way of life that country music had
long represented. Taylor Hagood merges the story of Stringbean’s life with an account of murder
and courtroom drama. Mentored by Uncle Dave Macon and Bill Monroe, Stringbean was a bridge to
country’s early days. His instrumental savvy and old-time singing style drew upon a deep love for
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the murder trial and recounts the redemption story that followed decades later.

cripple creek song history: Traditional Anglo-American Folk Music Norm Cohen, 2015-12-22
Originally published in 1994. Filling a gap in the sound recordings of traditional Anglo-American folk
music this volume covers both vocal and instrumental material from the 1920s to the 1990s. The
listings have also been limited to performers native to the tradition rather than revival performers.
The album selection is grouped into field recordings and commercial (pre-1942) recordings, with
subdivisions into individual recordings or anthologies. The discography not only reflects its author’s
in-depth knowledge of Anglo-American folk music’s historical development but charts a valuable step
forward in the evaluation, as well as select lissting, of available sound recordings.
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